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Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Docket No. 87-268

Dear Acting Secretary Caton:

Attached, for filing in this docket is a letter sent by Margita E. White, the
President of the Association for Maximum Service Television, Inc., to Mr. Decker
Anstrom, President of NCTA. It relates to the issue raised in the comments in this
docket of compatibility between digital cable and broadcast technologies.

Respectfully submitted,

~~~
Ellen P. Goodman
Attorney for the
Association for Maximum Service
Television. Inc.
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MaDy thanks for your thouIhtM note which croued paths in the mail with my letter of
appredalion for your constructive visit with the MSTV Board on October 3.

In the spirit of your suaestion that we keep the dialosue lomg, I am followinl up on our
discuuioD :mpntin& DTV-cable compatibility issues. Specifically, since you announced the
agreement OIl dilital cable tmnsmiSlioD staDdards at our meetina, we have been very pleased to
learn the details. The agreement between Genera1lns1rument and. ScieDtific-At1anta and the MSOs
and cableI..abs, to use MPEG-2, Dolby AC-3, and oda ATSC specifications 10 a 10DI way toward
meetina b1'08dcasten' desire for COl1lpIlli.bili between cable and broadcast DTV teebDoIoaies.

Te1eVislon broadcastas' compatibility goals were expressed in our joint COlJ1l'Dtl'ts to the
FCC's Fifth Notice where we UfIed that cable, if it did not adopt the entire ATSC DTV Standard,
should at least adopt the transport and other sub-tranamission speclflcadons of the ATSC DTV
StaDdard. We applaud the cable industry's ap:emeat as a most important step in the diIection of
sud\ compatibility.

Surely the cable agreement also sbould a11cvWc tbe concern of CbairmaJl Hundt, who in bis
SCptcmbc 24 remarb to the BmadcasrinC III cable Interface, a.sCd: -Doesn't it concem anyone
that we're debating with 8UCh vi&or a transmimm standard when most viewers will be warcbina
diptal TV recei.ved through digital cable or sateJlite set-top boxes that aren't compatible..."1- •

The publli: is better sezved by our efforts to assure the compatibility of their future diJital
service. Let's continue the dialogue.

Sincetdy,

~.

~
Margita E. White
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