consortiums of educational stations that provide distance learning services to
educational facilities, interactive video, and on-line services.

Question 18 response: APTS and PBS provided information regarding discounted
educational telecommunications services currently provided by state public television
networks to schools, state agencies, and health care facilities. These entities expand the
opportunities throughout the state at substantial savings in cost and time; however, only
a handful of states support these networks. Most schools, state agencies, libraries, and
health care facilities do not - have access to such services as provided by state networks.

The universal service rules would allow these places to also have access to the
educational opportunities of telecommunications and would expand and enhance the
state networks currently operating services.

Their report includes many examples of measurable outcomes, cost—-saving factors,
efficiency of staff resources, expanded curriculum for classrooms of all ages and needs
from K-12 to in—-service training of all walks of life.
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Welcome to the start of the Universal Service/Network Democracy
on-line seminar. This message is being sent out to everyone who
has registered for the seminar. I want to invite you to visit
the Universal Service/Network Democracy Web site,

and read the material placed there for the first week of the on-line
seminar.

Under the heading "This Week’s Activities" you will find a list

of topics that will be covered during the first week, including two

assignments that all participants are invited to complete this week.

The address for posting material to the on-line discussion is
us-nd@info-ren.pitt.edu

Please note that there is a single address for posting material
to the on-line discussion, whether you have signed up to receive
material in individual e-mail messages, a digest of messages or
solely via the Web.

Thanks for joining us in this activity. I look forward to a
lively and informative five weeks.

Bob Carlitz
Moderator

+
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A First Thought

calvin L. branche (cbranche@innet.com)
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Dear Seminar Participants:

In an idealistic and perhaps overly simplistic view of
universal service I suggest the following:

1) If all telecommunications businesses in a given geographical
area were to say to themselves" How can we assist libraries and
schools in their efforts in the education of young people and the
public at large?" the answer might well be to cooperate with all
those involved: companies and public institutions.

However, having read various submissions to the FCC over the
past few months I gather it can’‘t be that simple, particularly since
there is a great deal of money involved.

But my first suggestion is to asks the FCC to make as an

objective the theme expressed in paragraph one above, and to do it
on an equitable basis.

2) Make the telecommunications offerings to schools and libraries
a "turn key" operation. Provide the training needed to qualified
personnel at schools and libraries, and work with regional PEG
access groups as well. Again, a cooperative effort is needed.

3) Congress has held out the carrot of Universal Service as a
partial repayment for the enormous financial gain soon to be
realized by very few companies in the Telecommunications area.
I would like to see PEG groups realize some of the benefits
universal service can provide, especially since many PEG groups
have been trying to do what Universal Service aims to do.

cal branche
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First posting to see if it

Sylvia Nespoli (sylvia_nespoli@ridleysd.k12.pa.us)
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REGARDING First posting to see if it works

I am trying out the e-mail. Good luck to all in the next five weeks.
Sylvia
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topic suggestions

Jim McClellan (jimmac@®usit.net)
Tue, 27 Aug 1996 17:33:20 -0500
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None of this connectivity is of any use if teachers don’t know how to
use it. How will they be trained and by whom? What provisions will be
made for technical support after installation? What about experienced

teachers and/or administrators being offered supplements to support
their co-workers?
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Re: topic suggestions

Diane Midness (dmidness@nando.net)
Tue, 27 Aug 1996 20:51:53 —-0400 (EDT)
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On Tue, 27 Aug 1996, Jim McClellan wrote:

None of this connectivity is of any use if teachers don’t know how to
use it. How will they be trained and by whom? What provisions will be
made for technical support after installation? What about experienced

teachers and/or administrators being offered supplements to support
their co-workers?

vV VVVVYV

My reply to this is that there needs to be shared responsibility on both
sides. If ISP’s (Internet Service Providers) can give a break on access,

the receivers should be willing to train their users. There also needs

to be dialog between the suppliers and users to see that the needs of the
education community are being met. My experience from ISP’s is that they want
to know how we can use our Internet access successfully in education. They
want to supply us with what we need.

Diane Midness
Media Coordinator
Enloe High School
Raleigh, NC
dmidness@nando.net
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participant information

Bob Carlitz (bob@info-ren.pitt.edu)
Tue, 27 Aug 1996 22:42:46 —0400 (EDT)
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Baving already topped our target of 250 participants in the seminar,
we are getting a very interesting and varied list of people
registered. If you haven’t already browsed through some of the
registration forms on the Universal Service/Network Democracy Web
site, I’ve tried to make this easier by adding lists of participants
arranged by name and location. You will find a pointer to this
information on the US/ND home page,

] . //info- . ju/uni 1= ice/
under the heading "Information on the Participants."

While I have tried to use the Web to help organize the discussion
around certain topics, I hope people won’t feel overly constrained

by this. Please jump into the discussion to introduce yourself,

to expand upon information that you have given on your registration form
or to emphasize those issues which you feel are the most urgent

ones for us to address.

Bob Carlitz
Moderator
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A teachers perspective initially

Jan Bolluyt (jbolluyt@spirit-lake.k12.ia.us)
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It seems that access potential and current technologies are so varied and
changing so rapidly, I hope that universal access is not tied to a specific

technology or equipment or defined so specifically to deny cost-effective
and advanced technological changes.

Usually libraries and school buildings are in the same local dial-in area
and the necessary equipment for access could be centrally located in one of
the buildings mentioned, yet accessed by all. The local Telco could work in
cooperation with the school district and library. Their gain would be
public relations and, if the technology stays with phone lines, an increase

in the number of lines (and monthly revenue) to each of the buildings as the
school integrates technology.

As our schools become less typed to a building, I hope that universal access
is not restricted to within the walls of a physical building as many of the
definitions purvey.

When do "students" stop their "studenthood". At what point do we deny
subsidized access. College? Junior College? Early graduates? Adult
education? GED students? "life-long" learners?

Jan
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Re: A teachers perspective initially

Link Shadley (lshadley@seasurf.com)
Tue, 27 Aug 1996 22:27:16 -0700
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Jan Bolluyt wrote:

When do "students" stop their "studenthood". At what point do we deny
subsidized access. College? Junior College? Early graduates? Adult
education? GED students? "life-long" learners?

vVVVVVY

Jan

Excellent point. If we subsidize educational instutions, does this mean
only those within the bricks and mortar buildings, or does it apply to
students doing homework, or home schooling, or teachers from home? An
interesting debate has been going on here in Oregon where a school
consortium is building out an Internet access network for ’education
only’. In the urban areas, that works fine. But in the rural and
remote areas, their ‘educational only’ network is causing a real
problem, Many small communities in rural Oregon are working toward
either funding a POP for local access or enticing an ISP to come in
based upon some guaranteed number of accounts. Along comes the school
with their ‘education only’ network and insists the school connect
through them. That takes away potential accounts in the community,

requires duplicate POP hardware and lines, and ends up taking away from
community resources.

I prefer to view ocur communities as just that, communities. In our
region (northwest Oregon) we are promoting infrastructure, training and
access across all facets of the community including schools, business,
government, agencies, private citizens, libraries and organizations.

Some really neat partnerships between schools and other players have
developed which will reap benefits far beyond the sharing of
infrastructure costs.

I catch a lot of flack from some educators in Oregon who are not able to
see beyond the traditional fence at the end of their turf, and I also
get some support from those who can see into the future a bit and
realize that the Internet will probably merge with the telephone system
and it doesn’t make much sense to have a school telephone network
separate from the one for the rest of the community.

I look forward to the continuing discussion here and will try to inject

a smile or two with the written word to temper my soap box verbiage as I
would do in person.
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