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Secretary
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Room 222
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Dear Mr. Caton:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-98, USTA's Consolidated Opposition to Interconnection PFRs
Corrected Filing

Attached is an original and 11 copies of page 34 ofUSTA's filing which was
inadvertently omitted in USTA's October 31, 1996 filing. A copy has been served on the
attached service list. USTA regrets any inconvenience to the Commission or parties to this
proceeding, and respectfully requests that this filing be included in the record of this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

Keith Townsend
Director
Regulatory Affairs & Counsel
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substitute for transport. That is, network engineers evaluate the trade-offs between centralized

switching with long transport runs, and distributed switching (or loop concentration devices)

and shorter transport. An RSM is not a transmission device; it is a concentration device that

can be configured as a stand-alone switch. An RSM consists of multiple equipment "bays"

and requires approximately eight times the space as a loop concentration device. As such, an

RSM is clearly a switching device.

Petitioners I reasoning would force the Commission to make difficult and unnecessary

technical choices among different types of switches and their functions in carriers'

networks.~I Because the statute only permits physical collocation for purposes of

interconnection or access to unbundled elements, the Commission must avoid acting outside its

authority in adopting national collocation requirements. The Commission's restraint in the

First Order about making such choices is the best course of action in the face of these

limitations.

W Indeed, it obviously is infeasible to test petitioners I claims by determining the relative
use, for transmission versus switching purposes, of any given RSM, packet switch, or data
switch in a carrier's network.
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CERTIFICATE QF SERVICE

I, Gina Thorson, do certify that on November 5, 1996 copies of the Corrected Filing to

USTA's Oppositions to the Petitions for Review were either hand-delivered, or deposited in the

U.S. Mail, first - class, postage prepaid to the persons on the attached service list.
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Gina Thorson
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