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(715) 735-7174Marinette, WI 54143

The Honorable Reed Hunt,Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC:Docket NO.96-45

1232 Garfield Ave.

.-'

Dear Chairman Hundt(&State Public Utility Commissioner & Members of Congress).

Our School is urging you to support affordable and meaningful discounts for aU schools
and libraries allOWing~y child the opportunity to access the world of i~tion
that is available in todays advancing technology. With passage of the Telecommunications
Act earlier this year that mandates a specific development ~&te for education and to
secure affordable rates reflecting the financial capability of this community.

It would be foolish to think children(future working adults) will be able to sucure a
"fair wage" job in an ever advancing economy without the proper training in tho schools.
Our schools NEED to have that technology made available at an affordable rate to make it
possible for ~y child to graduate with enough knowledge to be able to compete confident
in the future workforce. In the long run this can only be seen as a benefit to our
community along with our country as these children ARE our future!

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Feder~State Joint Board implument the
universal serve provision we ask you to ensure that telecommunications are ma~ll availabl
to all schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. We need this made
affordable,flexible and to offer choice to serve best each communities needs. W(, have
a ~reat noed fOr a direct link into our claaoroomo,labc,llbrarlotJ and work otullona.

we beg you to pray over this matter. Make the choice to support this chance of advancln~

the needs of~y school child here in America to become future blessings to our great
nation, as well as a productive part of society,

Sincerely, ~l'~ JdU'tt-t..
The Students,~'SChOOl~d and Parents of Holy Family School

I
No. of Copies rec'd~ _
ListABCDE



November 3, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Ferleral Communications Commission
191 9 M Street NW Room 814
Washington D.C. 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

REceiVED

NOV' 2 1996

Chairman Hundt (and State Public Utility Commissioner and Members of Congress):

I am writing to you as a father of a high school student with designs to advance to college. However,
current school funding has hampered the available resources necessary to provide adequate materials
to support college-prep courses of meaningful value. I therefore have become a strong supporter of
advanced resources from the "Information Highway." These high-tech information systems should be
made available to IDl schools and libraries via affordable and meaningful discounts of telecommunication
services.

The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the development of a service
rate for education (ss. an "e-rate") to secure affordable telecommunication services reflecting the
financial capability of this community. As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal
State Joint Board implement the universal serve provision, I urge you to ensure that telecommunication
companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunication services are important to expanding horizons,
improving learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all the nation's people.
Advanced telecommunication services in the classroom will assure that our children and life-long
learners Can connect with the information technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow's
workforce. It is imperative that these services are made available at reduced rates such that they may
be linked directly to the libraries, classrooms, labs and workstations.

All schools and libraries need long-term discounts that are truly affordable, flexible and offer choice in
determining which services best meet each community's needs. I urge you to act upon this opportunity
to bring the necessary resources to every student and lifelong learner in America.

TELECOMM.L01

Brad Henderson, AlA Architect
9405 Southwick Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93312

7)'No. of Copiesrec'd'-- _
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William P. Stris
41 Parkwold Drive East
Valley stream, NY 11580
November 4, 1996

EX PARTE OR LATE FiLED

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 10554

Re: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED
NOV 12 1996

I am writing in strong support of meaningful discounts for all
schools so that every school child can have access to the world
of information technology. The passage of the Telecommunication
Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for
education or an "E-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting
the financial capability of our community.
There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services
are important to improving learning, sparking the imagination
and leveling the playing field for all of this nation's people.
Affordable access to technology in all classrooms will assure
that our children can connect with the technology needed to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced
telecommunications services in the classroom will also create
informed and skilled consumers of new technology well into the
21 st Century.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State
Joint Board implement the universal service provision, I ask
you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services
to schools at significantly discounted rates. All schools need
long term discounts that are truly, affordable, flexible and
offer choice in determining which services best meets each
communities needs. It is imperative that these services are
linked directly into the classroom, lab and work station.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the
world of information to every school child in America. //

Sincerel~
!J -p.
William P. Stris

No. of Copies rac'd 0
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Holy Family School
3934 Poplar Level Road

Louisville, KY 402 13 RECEIVED

NOV f 2 1996

11-4-96

Cathy Guizio
Principal
Holy Family School
3934 Poplar Level Road
Louisville, Kentucky 40213

Dear Mr. Chairman,

I understand that you will be making a decision on how the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 will be implemented. I am writing in support ofaffordable
telecommunications rates for our schools. Until these rates become affordable, our
children will not be exposed to the opportunities this technology has to offer. Our
children are already behind other countries in science and math. Without this access to
telecommunications they will fall even farther behind.

Please establish an E-rate on telecommunications services for the education
community in our country.

Sincerely

C~~
Cathy Guizio
Principal

No. of Copies rec'd:--U _
ListABCDE
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ARCHBISHOP CURLEY HIGH SCHOOL

3701 SINCLAIR LANE • BALTIMORe, MARYLAND 21213-2079 • (410) 485-5000

Office of the President

October 8, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996

,~~l1.U;l;~-; ~~:r·.~~1:"~'..<:']

Office of Se:retarJ

As president of a high school which is making a college preparatory education available to
numerous families of very modest means, I am in strong support of affordable and
meaningful discounts for all schools and libraries so that every school child and life-long
learner can have access to the world of information technology. I urge your support for an
affordable "e-rate" which will assist the fmanciallimitations of this community.

Affordable access to technology is so critical for our students to get ahead, and to be
prepared for the twenty-first century. So much has become possible because of the
assistance of private enterprise and local colleges; I now ask the Federal Communications
Commission to help keep this affordable.

As the F.C.C. and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal serve provision, I
ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and
libraries at significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need long-term discounts
that are truly affordable, flexible. and offer choice in determining which services best meet
each community's needs. It is imperative that these services are linked directly into the
classroom, lab and work station.

I urge you to act upon this historic opponunity to bring the world of information to every
school child and life-long learner in America.

Sincerely,

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM Conv.
INo. of CoPies rec'd, _

Lilt ASCOE



Information Renaissance

P.O. Box 7188 Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania 15213

/

MEMO FX PARTE OR LATE FILED RECEIVED
Date: August 24, 1996 NOV 12 190
To: Members of the FederaVState Joint Board on Universal Serv~ce 16
Frof!l: Ro~ert Carlitz, .Executive Director, Information Renaissance ed2,-:JJ.:.'OI'1l:'flUMI.:&.ttofil' C.. . .
Subject: Umversal ServlcelNetwork Democracy O1ilce of SeCWIt1~fllmIS$I!Jn

I am writing to announce the start of a five week on-line seminar on the provisions of the
Tglet'.ommunications Act which deal with Universal Service for schools and libraries. The
seminar be conducted from August 26 through September 27. Participants will include
teachers, librarians, school administrators, people from the business community, and
government staff. Information Renaissance is hosting this seminar, with major funding from
BellSouth and The Heinz Endowments and additional support from NYNEX and Pacific Bell.

. The seminar is based upon the concept of "Network Democracy." The two-way nature of
current high-speed data networks allows them to be used both as a means of disseminating
information and of obtaining input from thousands of people at remote sites around the country
or around the world. The present application of- this concept will bring together for the first time
grass-roots practitioners of networking technology in our nation's schools and libraries with
experts on telecommunications law and networking technology. The resulting synergy should
be able to drive the rulemaking process of the subject of Universal Service for schools and
libraries toward a conclusion which maximizes its impact upon our nation's educational
infrastructure.

A portion of the seminar will be based upon an electronic library which Information
Renaissance is constructing for this activity. At the World Web site

http://info-ren.pitt.eduluniversal-service
you will find the majority of the Comments and Reply Comments submitted to the Federal
Communications Commission on CC Docket 96-45. These documents will be placed under a
search engine to allow the simple retrieval of information desired by the seminar's participants.
Thus, for the first time. there will not only be broad public access to these important
documents; the documents themselves will also be more easily accessible and more easily
manipulated than ever before.

We hope that you will choose to participate in the upcoming seminar. Registration is now open
through the Web site mentioned above. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions on this work.

SinC~reIYl::O~C'
Kc\LJ' )
Robert D. Carlitz
Executive Director
Information Renaissance

rdc@info-ren.pitt.edu (412) 624-9027

No. of Copies rec.d!..---__I__
ListABCDE

FAX (412) 624-9163



901 15th Street, NW • Suite 230 • P.O. Box 28578 • Washington, DC • 20038-8578
(202) 408-1403 (Voice/TTY) • (202) 408-1134 (Fax) • apt@apLorg (E-mail)

Mary Gardiner Jones, President
Consumer Interest Research Institute'

RECEIVED

NOV 12 '996
April 15, 1996

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

C~llq&-45

Alliance for Public Technology•.'.•..•..•..:..•."""" ..
~'~'~

Dr. Barbara O'Connor, Chairperson
Institute for the Study of Politics and Media
California State University,
Sacramento'

Board of Directors

Richard Jose Bela
Hispanic Association on Corporate
Responsibility'

Dr. Jennings Bryant
Institute for Communication Research
University of Alabama'

Joint Board on Universal Service

Dr. Rene F. Cardenas
Education Policy Consultant

RE: Docket No, 96-45

Gerald E. Depo
Town of Bloomsburg'

Henry Geller
The Markle Foundation'

Dr. Susan G. Hadden
LBJ School of Public Affairs
University of Texas, Austin'

1945-1995

Ruth Jordan
The George Washington University
Medical Center'

Deborah Kaplan
World Institute on Disability'

Helen Nelson
Consumer Research Foundation of
San Francisco'

Rosilyn Schleife
K-12 Physical Education Teacher

Dear Joint Board Members:

In its filing on April 12, the Alliance for
Public Technology has made reference to two of its
pUblicly available reports. In order to facilitate
your review of these reports which have previously
been filed at the FCC, I am attaching copies for
your convenience.

Sincerely, ,

~dU-cI~cL t!J~
Barbara O'Connor
Chair

Enclosure

Dr. Arthur D. Sheekey
Education Policy Analyst

Vincent C. Thomas
Telecommunications Policy Consultant

Donald Vial
California Foundation on the
Environment and Economy'

cc: Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
wI attachments

'Organization is for identification
purposes only.

No. 01 CoPies rec·d!...--D__
UstABCOE
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October 25, 1996

The Honorable Julia Johnson, Commissioner
Florida Public Service Commission
Capital Circle Office Center
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

RECEIVeD

NOV 121996

Dear Madam: RE: CC Docket 96-45, Universal Service

I am the Legislative Chairperson for the Dade County(FL) Library
Media Specialists' Association and I write in support of the
discounted telecommunications rate for schools and libraries.

I fully support the American Library Association's recommendations
on this issue and I encourage you to support these discounts in
an equitable manner.

Thank you for your efforts in this matter.

~~
Patricia Pardo
c/o South Miami Senior High School
6856 SW 53rd Street
Miami, FL 33155

(305)666-5871 x265

/
Na~ ijt CQPlea rec'd,__-
LISt AIlODE



UNION PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INDEPENDENT DISTRICT NO.9

DR. CATHY BURJ)EN
Superintendent

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

November 4, 1996

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt and Commission Members,

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996
Fedsial CommUllication ,-' '.

Off' Ii (,iommlSSu)O
ICe of Secretary

Public Schools must have the tools to prepare students for the Information Age. Access to
telephone lines without rates that are appropriate for the for-profit industries are needed to connect
students with the world and schools with parents.

I am encouraging you to act on November 7 to lower rates for telecommunication services for all
public schools. Your implementation of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 is our hope for the
future. With reasonably affordable access to the Information Highway, our nation's students will
be more prepared to solve the problems of the future. Educators are looking to your commission
for leadership.

Sincerely,

ntrlLA~
~~y-~~;G:, Ph.D.
Superintendent

CB/gle

No. of Copies rec'd,--_O__
UstABCDE

Hundt.FCC
EDUCATION SERVICE CENTER. 5656 S. 129TH E. AVE•• TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74134-6711

FAX 918-252·2388 • 918-459-5432



David S. Glaser, (PA
Controller

Administrative Center
III East North Street
Eureka, MO 63025-/229

September 9, 1996

- i

(314) 938-4170 Ext. 245
(314) 938-6348 Fax

Mr. Reed Hundt
FCC Chainnan and Joint Board Chainnan
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED RECEIVED

NOV'1 2 1996

I was encouraged to see that the new federal law, The Telecommunications Act of 1996, includes a provision for a
favorable education rate. Such a rate is critical to ensure that every child and lifelong learner has affordable access
to the world of information technology. For example, I would encourage you to implement a discount similar to the
discount provided by Novell Corporation to purchasers of its Netware network operating system. Novell is offering
schools a 93% discount from their standard selling price ofa 250 user Novell Netware license. This is the size of
discount which is needed to make high speed connectivity between our schools and various other information sources
affordable.

The students, taxpayers, parents and employees in the Rockwood School District demonstrated that they recognize
the importance of technology by recently passing a bond issue with $8.5 million devoted to technological
improvements throughout the district. The funds will be used to install new computers in classrooms throughout the
district, upgrade printers, and provide multiple fiber optic network connections to every classroom at all 26 schools
throughout the district. We have taken many steps to make technology accessible in our classrooms and libraries, but
it is critical that we have your support to enable our schools to be connected to each other and to information sources
throughout the state, nation, and the world. These connections need to be at rates which are affordable to school
districts which must function with limited financial resources. An appropriate discount to schools would allow for ten
megabit access at a monthly cost of under $200. This is the type ofrate which is needed to make improved access to
telecommunications affordable to schools.

As you consider an appropriate education rate, I urge you to make long term discounts that are truly affordable
available to school districts and libraries. It is also important that we have the flexibility to determine the services
that best meet our needs and also bring those services directly to the classroom where learning occurs.

Please do not allow this historic opportunity for our children, the future leaders of society, to pass by without your
complete support!

Sincerely,

I~~-------
David S. Glaser, CPA
Controller

No. of Copies rec'd
L~tABCDE ~------

c: Board of Education
Norm Leffeler
Joan Zilch, Southwestern Bell Telecom

John Oldani
GeofSmith

John Scatizzi
Tom Swoboda
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MYRTLE CREEK
SKYHA.WKS

~
Becoming Ina Beat.

Togelher..,

MYRTLE CREEK
ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Jameli A. Sheldahl, Principal
Myrtle Creek Elementary

651 NE Division
Myrtle Creek. OR 97457

Tel. 541-863·3168
FlU. 541-863-5815

October 15, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 200554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

RECEIVED

NOV' 2 1996

Dear Chairman Hundt (& Stale Public Utility'commissioner & Members of Congress):

I write on behalf of the staff at Myrtle·Creek Elementary School in strong suppon of
affordabl~and meaningful discounts for all schools and librarie~ so that every school child can
have access to the world of information through advanced technologies. The passage of the
Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for education or an 'e
rate' to secure affordable rates reflecting the 'financial capability {)f this and every community.

There i~ no doubt that advanced relecommunications services are important to improving
learning. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our
children can connect with the technology needed to compete in their 21 st C. workplace. Advanced
telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers.
Internet acce~s [() a building on dedicated lines to isolated locations is not the solution. It is needed
in every classroom where the service is accessible and most useful.

As lhe Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement
the universal serve provision, I ask you to ensure that companies provide !\ervices [0 schools and
libraries at significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need long-tean discounts that
are truly affordable, flexible and offer choice in derennining which services best meet each
community's needs. It is imperative that these services are liked directly to the classrooms, labs
and work stations.

Please act on this historic pivotal opportunity for the nation's children.

Sincerely,

q~t1.~J.-,;
James A. Sheldahl
Principal

I
No. of Copies rec'd~ _
ListABCDE

At Myrtle Creek Elementary we seek to clllate a caring environment where children learn and grow with success and confidence.



EASTERN SHORES LIBRARY SYSTEM
~.at¥ta1JL

(414)459-3412
DAVID WEINHOLD,

Director

RECEIVED

NOV '1' 2 1996

SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN 53081-4563710 NORTH 8th STREET

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
November 4, 1996

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I ask the FCC and the Federal-State Joint Board to establish an affordable, discounted "e_
rate" for schools and libraries as you implement the universal service provisions ofthe
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Cooperating
Member libraries

OZAUKEE COUNTY
Cedarburg Public Ubrary

Cedarburg

Oscar Grady Public Ubrary
Saukville

U.S.S. Uberty Memorial
Public Ubrary

Grafton

W. J Niederkom Ubrary
Port Washington

F. L. Weyenberg Ubrary
of Mequon-Thiensville

Mequon

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY
Cedar Grove Public Ubrary

Cedar Grove

Elkhart Lake Public Ubrary
Elkhart Lake

Kohler Public Ubrarv
Kohler .

Mead Public Ubrary
Sheboygan

Oostburg Public Ubrary
Oostburg

Plymouth Public Ubrary
Plymouth

Random Lake Public Ubrary
Random Lake

Sheboygan Falls Memorial Ubrary
Sheboygan Falls

Affordable access to technology in libraries will ensure that children and life-long learners
can connect with the technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.
With the increase in usage of computers and telecommuniciations in the workplace and
our everyday life, we cannot ignore the need for its presence in libraries. Access to
advanced telecommunications services at affordable rates is necessary for libraries to take
advantage ofthe capital investments made by the telecommunication companies who are
installing fiber optic cable and data lines to the library's doorstep. Libraries find it
impossible or difficult to pay the ongoing monthly charges associated with maintaining the
high-speed telecommunications link. The Library System is currently exploring a
telecommunications network among thirteen libraries in a two county, 600 sq. mi. region.
Ifwe distributed the monthly costs·ofthe network back to the member libraries, the annual
costs for libraries in communities ofless than 2500 people would be 25% to 50% oftheir
total library operations budget. Thdr intcrest in participation is diminished by this fact.

All schools and libraries need long-term discounts that are affordable, flexible and offer
choice in determining which services best meet the needs ofeach community.

i5j~~u/
David Weinhold No. of Conies rec'd 0

ListABCOE

cc: Cheryl Parrino, Chair, Wisconsin Public Service Commission



SENT BY: CLAYTON SCHOOL DIST.; 11 - 8-96 4:41PM; 3148627652 ~> 202 418 2801; #111

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED Cc 9~-·LfS--

School District of Clayton Board of Education
7530 Maryland Avenue' Clayton. Missouri 63105-3881 . 314-726-5210 . Fax: ."114-862-7652

Bt:I~.,. WCll:k
"'r~''''~.,l

linda ~TTllh

\f ..:t.' P'e5iL~1l1

I'alll COlin ""
Trl".2UIfI:r

CYI'1(hiii S. !l.olhbilLlIl
!.r.c;r~I.lIY

November 5, 1996

Reed Hundt., Chairman
Federal Communication Commj~~lon

1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington D.C. 20554

Deal' Chairman Hundt,

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996

fade:::.: ':.:mmul'ltcat'on~ Commission
OfI'ice of Secnrtll./Y

laHY "ekel
r).. trT,fll

Davie! Krauss
DIr~lD'

I"A"11 Klirland
[,'tVa1(\'

Dun S~T1l1

,'-r_,:I.IJ1('J.,k"t

Linda I. Henke

Palll A rc(!l'hak
(lVc.'Cltu or B~.!I''',M

On November 8 the Feder<.11 Communications Commission and ilh ~tatu

partners will be issuing recommen.dations for discounted mtps for
schnob, culleges and public libraries as part of the "Telecommunica
tions Ad of 1996." Therefore. the next several days arc critical for
schools a~ they strive to n:lOV(! fOTW::irrl into the inform.at.ion age,

J am writing to voice my strong support of atlordable and meaningful
discounts for schools e:tnd Iibrarie8. so that every school child and life-long
learner can have access to the world of information tl!chnolog"y. Without
df~(!P di:3counts in the rate structure for schools, we cannot adeqlwtely
prepar~ our ~tudents for post secondary educational opportunlties nnd
the labor force in this globa./ economy. With only nine percent of the
publi<: ~chool classrooms in th(:! country wired to the informational and
learning resources available on the Internet, the vast majority of our
students in thi~ <.:ountry are cunently being denied entry on to the
information superhighway for lack offunds.

Over the next few days, 1 urg() .You to tak~ a pert:;onal int.(:m~st in tJw
n:~e()rnnwndationsof the Federal Communications Commission to insure
that the FCC recommends both affordable rates and service which is
linked directly into the classroom, lab and v.-ork st'1tion.

I appreciate your interest in this important ed ucational initiative. Long
term aflordable rates with local control of services will help schools bring
their ~tudents and communities into the world of information technology.

~...
esp· .tfully, /

rY··~Y~
Oil Senti

Superintendent of Schools

No. of Copies rac'd (;;
List ABCDE



EX PARTE OR tAff f(.W

LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

RECEIVED

NOV 12 J996

1801 Sixteenth Street South • Wisconsin Rapids Wisconsin 54494·5499 • 715/423.1526e:c::.:! Cv;;municaticns Commhrtl.'n
, Office of SIl~r!!f1lry

November 5,1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket No. 96-45
I AM WRITING.....

... in strong support of significant and affordable discounts for all schools and libraries so
that students of every age can have access to the world of information technology. The
passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year requires that a special rate for
education - an "e-rate" - be created to enable education entities to secure affordable
technology services.

As the Federal Communications Commission and federal-state Joint Board implement the
universal service provision, I am asking that you take steps to ensure that telecommunica
tions companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates.

Schools need long term discounts that are affordable and flexible. Those discounts should
offer a choice in determining which services best meet each community's needs. It is
imperative that these services go beyond the school house door and directly into the
classroom, lab, and work stations.

At Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln High School, a computer-technology committee was formed
five years ago. This committee, made up of teachers representing all students, make
decision about how dollars will be spent at LHS. This committee has also developed a
well-thought out, long-range technology plan for our school. The problem is funding this
plan. Due to limited expenditures by our distrkt because of the state revenue caps, we
cannot meet the technology needs of our students and school.

There will be countless benefits to connecting our students with technology. They will be
more successful students, better workers, and more informed citizens. They will be better
able to compete in a world that is becoming increasingly dependent upon technology.

This is an important issue. You have important decisions to make. I urge you to act on
behalf of all the children that will benefit from your action.

,,....,.~~"'ty, ,

No. of Copies rec'd,--O_
ListABCDE ~



Merrill Area Public Schools
1111 N. SALES STREET • MERRILL, WISCONSIN 54452

715-536-4581 • FAX 715-536-1788

Dr. Ralph L. Neale
Superintendent of Schools EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

John Kaufman
Director of
Exceptional Education

November 6, 1996

Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: DOCKET NO. 96-45

RECEIVED

NOV 121990

Chairman Reed Hundt, I am writing in support of significant and affordable discounts for
all schools and libraries so that students of every age can have access to the world of
infonnation technology. The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year
requires that a special rate for education-an "e-rate" be created to enable education entities to
secure affordable technology services.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the federal-state Joint Board implement
the universal service provision, I am asking that you take steps to ensure that
telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly
discounted rates.

Schools need long term discounts that are affordable and flexible. Those discounts should
offer a choice in determining which services best meet each community's needs. It is
imperative that these services go beyond the school house door and directly into the
classroom, lab and work station.

In Wisconsin school districts are under spending caps. Witb. the onslaught oftechnology
demands, districts are struggling to reprioritize expenditures attempting to meet current
classroom needs. On September 10 our school district passed a referendum which will
allow us to hire a technology coordinator. With this position, we hope to network our
district and eventually provide all students with internet access. With spending caps it is
nearly impossible to locally find the dollars to expand technology access for our students.

There will be countless benefits to connecting our students with technology. They will be
more successful students, better workers, and more infonned citizens. They will be better
able to compete in a world that is becoming increasingly dependent upon technology.

This is an important issue. You have important decisions to make. I urge you to act on
behalf of all the children that will benefit from your action.

QIl1Kt~~--
OOhn Kaufman {J o

No. of Copies rec'd, _
ListABCDE
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ASSUMPTION HIGH SCHOOL
Sponsored by Sisters of Mercy

November 4, 1996

Reed Hundt, Chainnan, FCC
1919 M St., NW Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chainnan,

l ll.:TE f1L.EDEX pM~Ir: OR t'\ . '

2170 Tyler Lane
Louisville, Kentucky 40205-2999
(502) 458-9551 '

RECEIVED

NOV t 2 1996

We understand that you will be making a decision on how the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 will be implemented. We are writing in support ofaffordable
telecommunications rates for our schools. Until these rates become affordable, our
children will not be exposed to the opportunities this technology has to offer. Our
children are already behind other countries in science and math. Without this access
to telecommunications they will fall even farther behind.

Please establish an E-rate on telecommunications services for the education
community in our country.

Sincerely,
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DIOCESE OF ALLENTOWN
Post Office Box 20607

Lehigh Valley, PA 18002-0607

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Telephone (610) 866-0581
FAX (610) 867-8702

November 6, 1996

Mr. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 MStreet NW, Room 814
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

RECEIVED
NOV", 2 1996

Fedc:al Comm' .
tw. IIf.lCatlPfHi Commission
Vii Ice of Secrl1taty

In February of 1996, the passage of the Telecommunications Act marked a
major milestone toward ensuring access to information by citizens across the
country, This step was long overdue. The proliferation of new technologies for
communicat ions has brought hea lthy compet it ion but it has also resulted in
confusion on the part of the general public. Telecommunications are becoming
increasingly important to children in our schools but they still remain a
relatively expensive resource. The Telecommunications Act will bring some
coherence to the extensive variety of communications networks that now exist, and
I hope that it will also bring affordable rates for schools and libraries.

I am aware of the fact that the Act specified affordable, discounted rates
for schools and libraries but did not establish what those rates were. Current
rates for telecommunications services prohibit schools and libraries from taking
advantage of the vast resources that are available online. Frequently, all that
can be afforded is access by only one or two units per building. To be
meaningful, we need to obtain affordable rates to put all of our school computers
online and not just one or two.

We currently see a wide range of rates for access between cable companies
and telephone companies, and it's disturbing to see the vast difference in rates
for the same service in different geographical areas. In spite of the fact that
the rates are more favorable in areas where compet it ion between cable and
telephone companies exists, they are still beyond the range of strained school
budgets. Please do what you can to assure that the rates that are established
under the Telecommunications Act provide deeply discounted, if not free, access
to advanced telecommunications services for schools.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

JRC:t1

Very truly yours,
~~ /CJ dZt/?~
J6'h~ R. Clark
Assistant Superintendent
Government Programs
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Office of Catholic Schools

300 Wyoming Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503-1279

RECEIVED 346-8940

NOV 12 1996

November 6, 1996

Mr. Reed Hunt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 MStreet NW, Room 814
Washington DC 20554

Diocese of Scranton

Dear Chairman Hunt:

In February of 1996, the passage of the Telecommunications Act marked a
major milestone toward ensuring access to information by citizens across the
country. This step was long overdue. The proliferation of new technologies for
communications has brought healthy competition but it has also resulted in
confusion on the part of the general public. Telecommunications are becoming
increasingly important to children in our schools but they still remain a
relatively expensive resource. The Telecommunications Act will bring some
coherence to the extensive variety of communications networks that now exist, and
I hope that it will also bring affordable rates for schools and libraries.

I am aware of the fact that the Act specified affordable, discounted rates
for schools and libraries but did not establish what those rates were. Current
rates for telecommunications services prohibit schools and libraries from taking
advantage of the vast resources that are available online. Frequently, all that
can be afforded is access by only one or two units per building. To be
meaningful, we need to obtain affordable rates to put all of our school computers
online and not just one or two.

We currently see a wide range of rates for access between cable companies
and telephone companies, and it's disturbing to see the vast difference in rates
for the same service in different geographical areas. In spite of the fact that
the rates are more favorable in areas where competition between cable and
telephone companies exists, they are still beyond the range of strained school
budgets. Please do what you can to assure that the rates that are established
under the Telecommunications Act provide deeply discounted, if not free, access
to advanced telecommunications services for schools.

JRC:tl

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Very truly yours,

~ A. {"~~
John R. Clark
Government Programs Coordinator
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UNION PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INDEPENDENT DISTRICT NO.9

November 4, 1996 e~ f)ARtE OR LATE FILED
DEBRA J. JACOBY

Chief Financial Officer

Mr. Reed Hundt
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC, 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996

I understand that on November 7, 1996 the Federal Communications Commission will
take action that will affect the telecommunication service rates for public education. I
strongly encourage you to take action that will lower the rates for telecommunications
service for public education.

We, in public education, understand the intent of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
was to provide affordable telecommunications access on the information highway to all of
America's students. We are now encouraging and requesting the Federal Communications
Commission to help us accomplish that goal. We believe schools should receive a
separate rate than the one charged to business for profit entities. This lower rate will
allow more schools to afford the important link between schools, parents, and the world.
Your action on November 7 wi1l send an important message to school children and parents
everywhere. Please make it a positive statement.

Sincerely yours,

~.~/){(..Q~C~ ~l.")l
Debra Jacoby '-..-/ \ c=s--
Chief Financial Officer '-~

DJ:mb

cc: Dr. Cathy Burden
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Springville Grange 1136
Organized March 31, 1908

FX PARTF: OR LATE FILED

octoberRfi9t;~WED
NOV'21996

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman. FCC
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt,

The members of the Springville Grange of Erie County strongly
urge you to fUlfill the intent of the telecommunicatiops Bill by
providing deeply discounted , continuous telecommunication rates
for schools and libraries.

There should be no restrictions to the provider of the service
and the discount should be in proportion to the ability to pay.

Sincerely,

~.~
Springville Grange 1136

4 ,"'.

Jane Kester, Master
10492 R()ute 240
West Valley, NY 14171

and
Members:
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-- CalUomia School Boards J.ssociatioll

October 18, 1996

Dear Chairman Hundt:'"CSBA

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission ~

1919 "M" Street, Room 814 . 'l:C~/V~D
Washington, DC 20055 NOV' 'J

flJ£ 12 IfM
CC: Docket No. 96-45 (Discounted Rates for Schools ana';~~ies) '''6

f)" 1111/"., •
"If/;'" (,-t,~r/r;t}"'"

"t; OfS ~ i'!l""'li,'" ',',r,:.
..,~~ •... ;if,'jO.'J

As you know, the passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year
required the development of an education or "E-Rate" for schools and libraries.
This discounted rate would help local education agencies acquire advanced
telecommunication services. The California School Boards Association (CSBA)
urges the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the Federal-State Joint
Board to join CSBA and California's education community in supporting
affordable, discounted rates for schools and libraries.

As the FCC and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal service
provision, we respectfully request that you insure telecommunications companies
provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. All
schools and libraries need long-term discounts that are affordable, flexible, and
that provide communities with a menu of telecommunication options.

In California, where there is only one computer for every 73 pupils, the ability to
provide advanced telecommunications services in schools will greatly help pupils
achieve the academic standards established by the state. Affordable access to
technology in all classrooms and libraries will also help insure that our children
obtain the computer skills needed to compete in the global workforce of the 21st
century. By insuring advanced telecommunications services are in our
classrooms today. we will be insuring American companies will have a Qualified
and efficient workforce that will enable them to remain competitive in the world
market.

We urge you to support our schools and our children by approving an E-Rate
that will provide local schools with an opportunity to acquire affordable advanced
telecommunications.

Sincerely,

VERNON M. BILLY
Federal Relations Liaison
3100 Beacon Boulevard

P.O. Box 1660

West Sacramento, CA 95691

(916) 371-4691
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Charles R. ~,jovak

~t

Mr. Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

••-
October 24, 1996

FV PARTE OR LATE FILED

Richland Community College strongly supports affordable discounts for schools and libraries
under the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the inclusion of community colleges in the
passage of the Snowe-Rockefeller provision.

As a significant portion ofRichland's budget, telecommunication charges are increasing each
year as the College expands its use of complex and expensive technologies in its curricular
programs. The College also shares programs and instruction over its fiber distance learning
network with area high schools. However, current tariff fees prevent several area high schools
from becoming members of the network.

For continuation and expansion ofRichland's programs, telecommunications companies must
provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. Schools need long
term discounts that are truly affordable, accessible, and flexible and offer choices in determining
which services best meet community and local school needs. Present costs are too expensive.

Charles R. Novak

kc
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NORTHSTAR
MIDDLE SCHOOL

PY PARTE OR LATE FILED
Educating children in partnership with family and community

October 22, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am writing in strong support of significant and affordable discounts for all schools and libraries
so that students of every age can have access to the world of information technology. The
passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year requires that a special rate for education
an "e-rate" be created to enable education entities to secure affordable technology services.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the federal-state Joint Board implement the
universal service provision, I am asking that you take steps to ensure that telecommunications
companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates.

Schools need long term discounts that are affordable and flexible. Those discounts should offer a
choice in determining which services best meet each community's needs. It is imperative that
these services go beyond the school house door and directly into the classroom, lab, and work
station.

There will be countless benefits to connecting our students with technology. They will be more
successful students, better workers, and more informed citizens. They will be better able to
compete in a world that is becoming increasingly dependent upon technology.

This is an important issue. You have important decisions to make. I urge you to act on behalf of
all the children that will benefit from your action.

.n~:ttf~
Thomas Fiedler, Ed. D.
Principal
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October 14, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission

. 1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

The Grand Forks Public Library is providing internet service to our
patrons in the library over T1lines. The demand is tremendous but we
will be unable to expand or even maintain our current level of service
unless the library receives free or discounted telecommunication rates.

sincer~i~

DP:cw

/
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