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September 24, 1996

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996
Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman, FCC
1919 M St., NW, Rm 814
Washington, DC 20554

Fed:~"i :~omrnunicationli (;flmmission
Office of Secnrtnry

Dear Mr. Hundt,

When the FCC issues its rules next spring for the implementation of
the Telecommunication Act of 1996, I hope that they will include
provisions to provide the greatest possible benefits to schools and
libraries.

The establishment of an affordable, discounted rate on
telecommunications services for education will help exposure of
students to the growing internet technologies. Public and non-profit
educational institutions at all levels need and deserve your support on
this issue.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

~~/;;:::;
Ste en F. R~Be( /
Headmaster
SFR:s

No. of Copies rec'd,__I_
list ABCDE
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CHANCERY OFFICE

October 7, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 200554

cc: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

DIOCESE OFRAPID CITY

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996
Fed~0! Communi . .' .

r"," catIOn:. .,ummission
vHlce of Secremry

I write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all schools and
libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world of
information technology. The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year
mandates the development of a rate for education or an "e-rate" to secure affordable rates
reflecting the financial capability ofthis community. Affordable access to technology in
all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long learners can
connect with the technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.

I ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and
libraries at sjgnilicant/y discounted rates. All schools and libraries need long-term
discounts that are truly affordable. flexible and offer choice in detcmlining which services
best meet each communities needs. It is imperative that these services are linked directly
into the classroom, lab and work station.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information to every
school child and lifelong learner in America.

I

Sincerely,

~Q~
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

No. of Copies rec'd
list ABCnE '----

P.D. BOX 678 • RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOfA • 57709-0678 • (605) 343-3541
PARCEL: 606 CATHEDRAL DRIVE • RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOfA • 57701-5498
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FATHER LOPEZ HIGH SCHOOL Fi€C€/II€D
960 Madison Avenue NOV 1'2

Daytona Beach, Florida 32114-1889Fe." .. , 1996
(904) 253-5213 ~';;iJm!J!lI!"1 .

FAX (904) 252-6101 Office of ~,"!Wl.~ "'0i""71'
oilCri1T(jrj>."'· (sJJirm

October 9, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As a library media specialist in a private high school, I was pleased
with the passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year. Having
an lie-rate" for educational use of telecommunications systems will promote
the development of the skills necessary for and familiarity with the almost
limitless range of information on the Internet among all children through
their classrooms, libraries, and school laboratories. It is imperative that
this "e-rate" be affordable for all schools, reflecting the financial capability
of the educational community.

I ask you to ensure that the telecommunications companies provide
services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. 'Our
budgets are stretched to their limits and beyond. Yet, the importance of
teaching today's children the technical skills they will need to compete in
the 21st century cannot be overemphasized. Affordable, long-t~rm discounts
in telecommunications rates can bring the world of information, and the skills
to access it, to every school child in America.

Sincerely,

-I ~.~ ~

May~t Reisb g ~
Library Media Specialist

No. of Copies roo'd,---,.._I_'__
ListABCDE
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Winding Rivers Library System Ce
800 Main Street • La Crosse, WI 54601-4122 • 608/789-7151

txRfBaeNf"bF'LED
NOV t 2 '996
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The Honorable Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1~19 M Street NW Room- 814
Washington. DC 20554

Re: CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Sir:

I would like to express my support for an affordable He-rate" for
schools and libraries as the universal service prOVisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 are implemented.

An affordable rate is critical to the programs of learning in
schools and lifelong learning in libraries. The tools and skills
necessary to access and use the rising tide of electronic
information in today's world must be available to everyone - it
will take everyone's efforts to solve the many problems facing our
world.

Please act to enable schools and libraries to participate in the
networks of community and global connections - where future leaders
and active citizens can find the opportunity to gain information
skills and access so that they can make their own contributions to
the world they will inherit and create.

and libraries change lives for the better. To
changes affecting us all. they need the help of
affect the direction of this country's

I would appreciate your consideration on their

Every day. schools
keep pace with the
those who can
infrastructure.
behalf.

Sincerely.

7J[,~S~
Marcia Sarnowski
Extension Services Librarian
Winding Rivers Library System
608/789-7137

No. 01 CopieSrec'dL
ListABCDE

cc: Cheryl Parrino. Wisconsin Public Service Commission
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,

I write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all schools and
libraries so that every child can have access to the world ofinfonnation and technology.
The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the development of
a rate for education. This "e-rate" will secure affordable rates in tune with the financial
capability ofour community.

You would be the last person that would need convincing as to the value of
advanced telecommunications technology for children in all schools. Given that value, the
affordable access to this very advanced service is crucial for the dream so many ofus share
for the future of this country to become reality.

As the FCC and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal serve
provision I ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to
schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need long
term discounts that are truly affordable, flexible, and offer choice in determining which
services best meet each communities needs. It is imperative that these services are linked
directly into the classroom, lab, or work station at all schools and libraries.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information
to every school child in America.

~;(
Sandra Splaine
Computer Instructor

No. of Copies rec'd, _
ListABCDE
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FLAGLER COUNTY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

P.o. Box 354117· Palm Coast, Florida 32135-4117
September 30, 1996

FX PARTE OR LATE f=JtED '

We are asking that you ensure that every school child and lifelong
learner has affordable access to the world of information technology by
fully implementing the new telecommunications act.

OFFICERS

Mary Ann Clark
President

Howard Turner
Presldent·Elect

Howard Elliott
Vice President

Mikkl Brown
Secretary

Arthur Beadle
Treasurer

Peter Cerreta
Immediate Past President

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
M Street. NW, Room 814
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

A/2Ct:~",
"-lv2[)

NOV 12 1996

DIRECTORS

Merrill Cllmo
Sam Cline
Peggy Ann Forrest
Joseph A. Garvey
Thomas B. Harder
Susan Heck
Joseph Jennings
AI Jones
Shirley Killough
Arnold Levy
James MUisenga
Ruth Osterhage
Willa Prince
Joel Rosen
Arthur Sirkin
Oradell Trayer
Babette Walters

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Michael D. Chiumento
Nancy Dance
Phyllis A. EdWards
Lorraine Hunter
Donn V. Kaupke, D,Ed.
Sue Marier
Donna Reynolds

Rates at this time are simply not affordable for our schools and
libraries. A deeply discounted ''Education Rate" is vital to the Flagler
County community. An affordable access to technology in the
classroom and library will assure that our children and lifelong learners
can connect with the technology skills they need to compete in the
world ofwork.

The Flagler County Schools will be participation in NeDay'96 on
October 26, an effort to bring high technology into every Florida
school. Once we have the ability to access the "information
superhighway," can we afford it? Ifan ''Education Rate is
implemented, schools and libraries will have the flexibility and choice of
telecommunications services to bring these services into the classroom
and library.

We urge the FCC to seize this historic opportunity.

Sincerely,

~fh,.v~
Mary Ann Clark, President

cc D. Kaupke, Flagler County Schools Superintendent
D. Cisney, Flagler County Public Library Director

{
No. of Copies' rec'd, _
ListABCDE



Dennis L. Bybee
P. o. Box 4463
Alexandria, VA 22303

October 16, 1966

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal communications commission
Room 814, 1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

with respect to FCC 96-93 in CC Docket No. 96-45 [Le.,
universal service for schools and libraries under the new
Telecommunications Act of 1966], the following additional comment
is submitted for your consideration:

Because of the referential connection between sections
254(h) (B) and 254(c) (3) of the Law, the definition of "additional
special services" for educational purposes under section 254(c) (3)
of PL 104-104 must simply include --

"ANY AND ALL AVAILABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES."

Regardless of whatever educational discounts are determined
necessary and proper by appropriate regulatory agencies under
section 254(h) (B) [i.e., the FCC for InterState and state PUCs for
IntraState services], IT IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL THAT RATES FOR
ANY TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES CHARGED TO SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES
MUST BE --

" .•• rates less than the amounts charged for similar services
to other parties .•. "

AS SPECIFICALLY INTENDED AND PROVIDED IN THIS PUBLIC LAW.

The only way that THE PUBLIC and these PUBLIC SERVICE
INSTITUTIONS can be assured "affordable access" to needed
telecommunications services for educational purposes -- as intended
by the Congress both now and in the future-- is for the FCC to
adopt this simple guiding principle that, WITHOUT BIDDING OR ANY
OTHER GERRYMANDERED MICROMANAGEMENT RULES, schools and libraries
must always and in all cases receive --

"ANY AND ALL AVAILABLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AT RATES
LESS THAN THE AMOUNTS CHARGED FOR SIMILAR SERVICES TO OTHER
PARTIES."

This is arguably the most important single recommendation that
the Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service can make with
respect to FCC regUlations implementing affordable access
provisions for schools and libraries in PL 104-104.

Si~~relY, ~

Din~~~e~, h.D
Coordinator of ACE Coalition Comments

No. of Copies rec'd~~/__
ListABCDE



ConcordiaLutheran High School
1601 SLJoe River Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

~~~:~;~~:g~FAX EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
FORWARD
~FmH

David B. Widenhofer
PRINCIPAL

Member North Central Association
of Colleges and Schools

National Exemplary School

National Lutheran Schools
Accreditation

Indiana Department of Education
Accreditation

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

October 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Hundt,

As the Director of the Instructional Materials Center at Concordia
Lutheran High School in Fort Wayne, Indiana, I am writing to ask for your
support in implementing the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Our school
has an enrollment of 947 students. At this point, we have no access to the
Internet for our students. We have computers that could be adapted for
this use, but the monthly cost of providing the telecommunications link to
this vital research tool, prevents us from offering this opportunity to our
students.

While not a small town, Fort Wayne, does not yet have the communications
infrastructure to link schools and libraries to the Internet at an
affordable rate. In order to survive in an increasingly global community
ill students need to learn the skills of traveling the Information
Superhighway to become productive members of society. Please help our
young people by supporting an affordable, discounted "E-rate" for schools
and libraries.

Sincerely,

~rj~
Director, Instructional Materials Center

~. of Copies rec'd
list ABCDE ---
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Dr. Victor F. Cardenzana
Superintendent
Ridgewood Local School District
225 West Union Awnue

~w~es~t~Laf~¥tte~~,~Oh~io~4:~~~5~US~A~~~~~e~;o~~~~~~~-~'~'I~t-T~eIep~!~t~~iLSc·\~ii!!,~~~U;~'~:,~,~.",
Fax 614-545-6m '.

NOV -,'2 1996

TO' Honorable Deed E HFun'lJdrd'~t'~ C\ti;.mlJllh~,•. j'i(j!'; """~'m" .
• • l'.:. &"ffice ot' ': """'" I~"!I)~

FROM: Dr. Victor F. Cardenzana Sflcrelcrry

RE: Telecommunications Act of 1996
DATE: October 4, 1996

On February 8, 1996, President Clinton signed into law the Telecommunications Act
which presents us with a great opportunity to improve our schools by providing our
students with access to the vast resources available via the Information Superhighway.

Here in Ohio, as a result ofGovernor Voinovich's initiatives, the legislature has provided
funds for districts to purchase computers and hardware, including the wiring ofbuildings,
to enable us to prepare technologically competent citizens.

A fonnidable barrier to gaining access to the Information Superhighway is the enormous
and somewhat exorbitant telecommunication costs levied by our telephone companies.

For example, my rural school district is made up of 1600 students K-12 in 4 buildings.
The potential costs to link up to the Information Superhighway from every classroom via
56k or T-l lines ranges from $250. to $450. per month per building. This amounts to an
additional $12,600 per year just for access! It is an additional cost my poor district's
budget cannot bear, even with seed money.

Telecommunication companies as we see from the stock market, are making billions of
dollars annually. Surely some ofthose dollars can be allocated to services for children
who are soon to enter a world where technological competence is a requirement not only
for employment, but also for the survival ofour democratic way of life.

On behalfofmy school district and community, I am urging you to request
telecommunication companies to provide free access and free 56k or T-1 lines for schools.
I am suggesting that you recommend to the FCC that free lines and free access be
provided by telecommunications companies to schools as a condition ofdoing business in
the community or the state. Cable companies are required to provide schools with free
cable service and the ability to broadcast from schools along certain channels; the same
should be provided by phone and telecommunication companies.

No. of CoPies rec1d,__{__
List ABCDE
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

PASTORS
Stephen D. McConnell

Linda E. Owens

The Presbyterian Church
45 Church Street

P.O. Box 55
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

October 7, 1996

Dear Mr. Hundt:
~ CC Docket 96-45; Universal Service

I write in strong support of meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as the Federal Communications Commission
and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In
passing this landmark legislation, it is clear that Congress meant to ensure that, upon a bona fide request, a carrier must
provide services to libraries and schools at a discounted rate, less than the amounts charged for similar services to other
parties.

Libraries need such an equity rate to enable libraries to serve as community access points to the information
infrastructure and to help libraries provide the American public with an expanded range of information opportunities for
lifelong learning, work and career development, job hunting and citizenship. This equity rate will spur library use ofnew
technology and encourage development ofnew consumer markets while providing consumers with opportunity to gain
new skills and technological literacy at their libraries.

To provide libraries with the flexibility to meet community needs, all telecommunications services available
commercially, by tariff, or by contract should be available to them at a discount. Libraries need the capacity to support
large numbers of simultaneous users and multi-media and high bandwidth applications. Libraries are increasingly the
provider of local community electronic information.

Libraries are responsible and accountable users of technology; they have in the past and will continue to efficiently
leverage all resources available to them, but libraries need affordable, discounted access to serve the American public.
Deeper discounts will also be necessaT'J for libraries in high cost and rural areas, and in low income communities to reach
"affordability." .

I ask that you consider what libraries are telling you about their local needs, including the necessity of making any terms
and conditions for an equity rate, simple and straight forward. We do not need to add to the costs of administration or
local library budgets by onerous or complicated procedures to obtain a discounted rate.

I encourage you to assure universal service for all Americans by providing discounted and equitable telecommunications

rates for libraries and schools. No. of Copies rsc'd I
ml~ 1\ A (J 017 List ABCDE '---'----
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MARK c. TANENBAUM~P. A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

241-143 EAST BAY STREET

POST OFFICE BOX 20757

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROUNA 29413-0757

MARK C. TANENBAUM
STEPHEN', RUTA ms

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman, FCC
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

October 2, 1996

RE: Ashley Hall School

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am on the Board of Trustees for the Ashley Hall which is a small girls' school in
South Carolina operating within a balanced budget, but without endowment. Helping
school access the full array of advanced telecommunications services is crucial for future
generations. For them to become available to students, they need to be made affordable
which will require reduced rates and discounts for schools. No student should miss out on
the great opportunities technology has to offer.

Sincerely yours,

~~~

Mark C. Tanenbaum

MCT/tat
cc: Margaret C. MacDonald

Headmistress
Ashley Hall
172 Rutledge Avenue
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5877

F:\MCT\ASHLEY.HAL\HUNDT.1 - October 2, 1996

No. of Copies rec'd~~_
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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP LIBRARY
32 SOUTH MAPLE AVENUE

BASKING RIDGE. NEW JERSEY 07920

MRS. MARGARET C. JIULIANO
LIBRARY DIRECTOR

October 3, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Reed,

RE: CC pocket 96-45, Universal Service

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996

I write in strong support ofmeaningful discounts for public horaries and schools as the Federal
Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal
service provisions ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. Congress meant that a carrier
must provide services to schools and libraries at a discounted rate,

Libraries need such an equity rate to serve as comrmmity access points to the information
highway and to offer the American public with an expanded range ofinformation
opportunities.

To provide horaries with the flexl.bility to meet community needs, all telecommunications
services available commercially, by tlll'iH: or by contract should be available to them at a
discount. Libraries need to support large numbers of simuhaneous users, multi-media and high
bandwidth applications. Libraries are increasingly the provider oflocal community electronic
information.

I encourage you to assure universal service for all Americans by providing discounted and
equitable telecommunications rates for public horaries and schools. J

No. of Copies rec'd---L
listABCDE

Sincerely yours,
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FX PftHTE OR LATE FILED

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman, FCC
1919 M St., NW, Rm 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

I am writing in my capacity as the President of the Virginia Council of Private Education to
ask that you and the Joint Board keep in mind the educational community in your deliberations
about rates for telecommunications services around the country. Schools and libraries need to be
the recipients of deep discounts if they are to make these services available to their constituencies.

Thank you for listening.

r
No. ot Copies rec'd_~--
ListABCOE



SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE

3575 College Road, Harrisburg, illinois OOסס-62946 (618) 252-6376

FX PftRTE OR LATE FILED

September 26, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hunt
Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washingto __, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hunt:

RECEIVED

NOV l2 1996

I am writing in strong support of meaningful discounts for schools (including colleges and
universities) and libraries as the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint
BCJ:'d implement the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In
passing this landmark legislation, it is clear that Congress meant to ensure that carriers provide
services LV schools and libralies at significantly discounted rates that are less than the amounts
charged for similar services to other parties. This would ease the burden on Southeastern Illinois
College as we attempt to provide telecommunication access to both our students and the
commullities within our college district.

I encourage you to assure universal service for all Americans by providing discounted and
equitable telecommunications rates for libraries and schools.

Sincerely,

~Ccn~
Ben Cullers, Ed.D.
President

No. of Copies recld~_/__
ListABCDE



BOARD OF EDUCATION

West Babylon Schools
[516] 321-3076

10 Farmingdale Road
West Babylon, New York 11704-6289

Stephen T. Donnelly, Pres.
Ralph A. Aprea, V. Pres.
Provi Ann Bennett
Lucy Campasano
Carmine Galletta
John Inzerillo
Barbara A. Kenney
John Knispel
Saivatore Marinellu

May 29,1996

EX rAHTE OR LATE FILED
Dr. RobertJ. Manley

Superintendent

Patricia B. Murphy
District Clerk
[516] 321-3074

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

I am a school board trustee from West Babylon Union Free School District and I urge the Federal
State Joint Board and the FCC to adopt rules that fully and aggressively implement the universal
service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. I also support
the comments filed by the National School Boards Association, et. al. I request this letter be
included in the formal record.

Specifically. I urge the FCC to include deep discounts for a range of telecommunications services
that will give my school district more affordable access to the Internet as well as to interactive,
voice, data and video capability necessary for distance learning. It is vitally important that these
services be provided directly to the classroom where the learning actually takes place. Lastly, I
urge the Commission to address the affordability needs both the capital expenses and the ongoing
costs.

In West Babylon, a low wealth suburban school district of 4,450 students, our residents approved
a bond issue to network our seven schools. We need help connecting to the Internet and a low cost
monthly service option for our 300 classrooms. Already we see kindergartners using computers in
the classroom to access language arts software. Students in grades 3-5 use Compton's electronic
encyclopedia. Teachers design lessons to include heightened visualizations on computers and
analog devices so that the students enhance long-term memory and the ability to conceptualize
words and ideas. We know the future of our students will be determined by their abilities to access
data, organize it into information, and translate it into a knowledgeable presentation

No. of Copies rec'd,--_I_'__
UstABCDE



aARTLESVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY & HISTORY MUSEUM
600 S. Johnstone
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74003
918-337-5353
FAX-918-337-5338

FY PARTE OR LATE FILED
May 13, 1996

Reed E. Hundt, Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Secretary Hundt:

; ;,-

As a librarian about to bring our local library onto the Internet, I
strongly support affordable telecommunications rates for libraries. The
relevant proposals put forth by t.he American Library Assocation are
valid and should be .considered carefully. . .

Bartlesville is a community of 34,000 people, located in northeasterm
Oklahoma, about 40 miles north of Tulsa. We have recently been awarded
a grant, (by the Oklahoma Department of Commerce and Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company) which will allow the unification of the public
library, city offices, local health care provider, vocational-technical
school, and state extention office to post and share information of
public interest in a networked environment. In addition, each agency
will have access to the greater world through the provision of Internet
capabilites. For this system to function effectively and to be used to
its greatest capacity, we need the lowest possible telecommuications
rates.

Further, I would strongly support two additonal points: 1) an expansive
definition of discounted servces for libraries, to include all
telecommunications services available commercially or by tariff or
through contract, without which, vendors may be able to elicit
unreasonably high prices for their services and 2) high bandwidth as a
component of less expensive service. Because we may have up to 22 users
"surfing the 'Net" at anyone time, we are leasing a T-l line from our
location to our Internet hub site: we need the bandwidth thus provided
to efficiently service our patrons.

I hope that you will consider these concerns along with all proposals
raised by the American Library Association and other interested library
professionals. We do not speak lightly: these issues are vital to our
existence and to the provision of quality pUblic library service for the
people of America.

Thank you for your consideration and your time.

c1:~erelY,

~der&~<..,..-'1>D-l-<'r....e-c...."to

Bartlesville (OK) Public Library No, ot CoPtea r8C'd._I_
LittABCOE
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OctobCr 14, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW; Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Students, staff, and all life-long learners in the schools and libraries of the United States need reasonably priced
telecommunications services. Affordable rates for education as mandated by the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
along with provisions for technological change, are essential to ensure ongoing equitable access to infonnation and
communication resources for all.

The Montgomery County Public Schools learning community, like school systems throughout Maryland and across
the country, has been working long and hard to make telecommunications resources available to students and staff
and to integrate technology in instruction. In 1993 our Board of Education and County Council made a major
long-term financial commitment to electronically connect and equip all classrooms, media centers, and offices in
over 190 buildings.

Parents, staff, students, business partners, local and state government, and other community members have
invested significant time and money in building the required infrastructure. By early 1997 we will have all schools
and field offices connected on a wide area network with a county-wide e-mail system and World Wide Web access.
Every school will have networked workstations in the media center and office. Thirty-nine of 181 schools will
have one or more networked computers in every classroom, and each year classrooms in more schools will be
equipped until all are fully connected in 2004. We have committed resources to maintaining a World Wide Web
site, and schools use the Internet for both research and electronic publishing.

As T-1 and 56K data lines and fax and voice-mail lines have been added to schools and offices, our
telecommunications costs have risen, challenging an already constrained .operating budget. We have asked our
local service provider for discounts, but our requests have been denied. To fulfill the promise of the installed
infrastructure and to continue its expansion, Montgomery County needs affordable educational telecommunications
rates, the promise of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I strongly urge you to act in the best interests of
students and learners throughout the United States and make that promise a reality for all.

Sincerely,

pkf~
Superintendent of Schools

PLV:pac

Copy to:
Members of the Board ofEducation

No. of CoPies rec'd,-_I
UatABcoe
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Mt. Arlington Public Library
404 Howard Boulevard

Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856-1196
(201) 398-1516

October 4, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt,

RE: CC Docket 96-45, Universal Service

The implementation of the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 is
very important to libraries and schools in the United States. I thoroughly support meaningful
discounts to help enable us to serve as community access points to the infrastructure.. We need
to be assured that carriers are obliged to provide services at a better discounted rate than the
amounts charged for similar services to other parties.

To provide libraries with the flexibility to meet community needs, all telecommunications services
available commercially, by tariff, or by contract should be available at a discount. Libraries need
the capacity to support large numbers of simultaneous users and multi-media and high-bandwidth
applications. We are increasingly the provider oflocal community electronic infonnation.

Libraries need affordable, discounted access to best serve the American public. Deeper discounts
will also be necessary in high cost and rural areas, and in low income communities to reach
affordability. Please consider what libraries are telling you about their local needs. While many
demands are placed on libraries, they are often at the low end of priority lists.

Libraries also serve the public in ways that schools often do not. We serve the many adults who
would not otherwise have access to todays technology. We are often the hub of local
communities and are considered their gateway to the Infonnation Highway.

I encourage you to assure universal service for all Americans by providing discounted and
equitable telecommunications rates for libraries and schools. {

No. of Copies rec·d!....- _
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Western Beaver County Schoofs

PATRICIA A. PARISE
DIRECTOR OF GUIDANCE

ALBERT B. SMOCHKO
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

WESTERN BEAVER JR.-SR. HIGH SCHOOL
21 6 ENGLE ROAD

INDUSTRY, PA 15052
PHONE: (412) 643-8500
FAX: (412) 643-8504RONALD A. YOUNG

PRINCIPAL

ENRICO A. ANTONINI
SUPERINTENDENT

October

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

I understand that the Telecommunications Act of 1996 has
provisions for an education rate for schools and libraries. I
feel that this is long overdue.

My school is in a small semi-rural school district. We have no
industry in our district. We must depend on the property owners
to support our program. Many of these are on fixed incomes. We do
receive over 70% of our budget from the state and federal
governments. Budgets are rather tight. Extras come very slowly.
Technology is an answer to many of the problems facing small
schools today. Whether it be modem connections to the internet or
compressed video connections to larger schools, they are all
needed.

There should be a different tariff for schools. Technology needs
will increase not decrease. How can our students be expected to
compete with the rich districts if we can not afford the cost of
the phone lines? In researching the cost of full-motion video, I
was shocked at the cost of fiber optic lines. Investigating
compressed video, I was shocked at the tariff assigned to that
form of distance learning. We would be hard placed to justify
calling a distant school at those costs.

A special rate for education is needed and needed now. I hope
that you will lend your support for this discounted educational
rate for school~~fbJpMsf~es.l

ListABCOE
________-YO~ly, ..~//.-
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October 14, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt (Federal Communications Commission):

.... :

RECEIVED
NOV 12 1996

We the staff of Loma Portal Elementary School are writing to support affordable and
meaningful discounts for all schools and libraries so that every school child and life
long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The passage of
the Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for
education or an liE-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting the financial capability of
this community. .

Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our
children and life-long learners can connect with the technology needed to compete in
today's and tomorrow's work force. Advanced telecommunications services in the
classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers of new technology welt into
the 21 st century.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board
implement the universal serve provision we ask you to ensure that
telecommunications companies provide'services to schools and libraries at
significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need long-term discounts that
are truly affordable, flexible and offer choice in determining which services best meet
each community's needs. It is imperative that these services are linked directly into the
classroom, lab and work station.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information to every
school child and life-long learner in America.



PORT WASHINGTON
Union Free School District

,'-', ,"

"'1

Albert F. Inserra, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

j~
/ ,c.'
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100 Campus Drive
Port Washington, New York 11050

516-767-4326
FAX 516-883-5625

"-./

May 23,1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CDDocket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am the superintendent of the Port Washington Union Free Schools district on Long Island in
New York. I am writing to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the FCC to adopt rules that
fully and aggressively implement the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act
of 1966 for schools and libraries. I am also in agreement with the comments filed by the
National School Boards Association, et.a!. Please include this letter in the formal record.

Specifically. I urge the FCC to discount deeply a range of telecommunications services that will
give my district more affordable access to the Internet as well as to interactive, voice, data and
video capability necessary for distance learning. It is also important that these services be
provided directly to the classroom, where the learning actually takes place. Finally, I urge the
Commission to address the affordability needs of both the capital expenses of services and the
ongoing costs.

Technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children can succeed in a high-tech
'w'ord U1at'ketplace.. Therefore, I urge the Commission to a.dopt mies u~at will help bring the'
broadest range of educational technology to our school children.

Sincerely,

Albert F. Inserra, Ed.D.
Superintendent

fmf
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Albert R. Neuner
Business Administrator

(1(J:(j~J/5 ,/( L·

PORT JEFFERSON PUB1JC SCJj001sct . I (f

BUSINESS OFFlCE
550 Scraggy Hill Road. Port jefferson, New York 11777. (516)928-0377. Fax (516) 928·0293
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May 21,1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RECEIVED
NOV 12 1996

Dear Chainnan HWldt,

As the Business Administrator from the Port Jefferson UFSD #6 I would like to urge the Federal-State Joint Board
and the FCC to adopt rules that fully and aggressively implement the lmiversal service provisions ofthe Telecommunications
Act of 1996 for school and libraries. I also support the comments filed by the National School Boards Association, et.al.
Please include this letter in the formal record.

Specifically, I urge the FCC to include deep discounts for a range oftelecommunications services that will give
my district more affordable access to the Internet as well as to interactive, voice, data and video capability necessary for
distance learning. It is also important that these services by provided directly to the classroom, where the learning actually
takes place. Finally, I urge the Commission to address the affordability needs ofboth the capital expenses ofservices and
the ongoing costs.

In my suburban district, Port Jefferson, we have a community based technology committee that is helping us set
our telecommunicationltechnology goals for the future. We want computer access in every classroom, Internet at every grade
level and oommunications between facilities. Due to an anticipated heavy usage of the telephone(s) to carry our computer
data, we need assurance ofmonthly affordability to continue to provide an excellent education to all our students.

I Wlderstand that technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children can succeed in a high-tech
world marl<etplace. I urge the Commission to adopt rules that will help bring the broadest range ofeducational technology
to our school children.

~la
AlbertRN~
Business Administrator

ARNica
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September 27, 1996

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman FCC
1919 M. St., NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

RECEIVED

NOV'21996;

I am writing to ask for your support in establishing an E-rate, a
discounted rate on telecommunications services for the education
community.

The independent school of 1025 students which I represent is
currently installing computers in every classroom. Access to the
Internet will soon become a reality as well as a necessity for our
students. Internet access has the potential to lift all schools in
this nation to new heights but it must be available and affordable
for everyone.

Your help in establishing an E-rate for all public and private
schools will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

~~
Douglas C. Naismith
President

DCN:mp
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3373 PRUDEN BLVD. • SUFFOLK, VA 23434-7235
(757) 539-8789 • FAX (757) 539-3465



DALE D. EMBleR
PO 242

WURTSBORO NY 12775
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October 15. 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Well write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discOUDlS for all schools and libraries so that every school
child and life-long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The passage of the
Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandateS the development of a rate for education or an •e-rate· to secure
affordable rates reflecting the financial capability of this community.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving learning, sparking the
imagination and leveling the playing field for all of this nation's people. Affordable access to tecbDology in all
classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long learners can connect with the technology needed
to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also
create informed and skilled constmlers of new rechnology well into the 2 1 51 cenrury.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal serve
provision well ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries at
significandy di' ;oumed rateS. All schools and libraries need long-term discOUDlS that are truly affordable. flexible
and offer choice in determining which services best meet each communities needs. It is imperative that these
services are linked direcdy into the classroom. lab and work station.

WeiI urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information to
every school child and lifelong learner in America.

Smcerely, 12,7.!~ ,
dJfJiJ~tvcA

Dale D. Embich

~;mOQP'ea rec'd:'-_/_
bl§tABCDE



D
ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

October 7, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

(] B qt/O/J-g
TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION perl

(]{f f) if- y?, tC. I r~
Executive Director c.c. r~

• Dr. Gary W. Davis ~,.:c t.
509 South Sixth Street
Suite 426
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: 217/528-2858
Fax: 217/528-8662

About five years ago, leaders of Illinois community colleges persuaded state
government to invest approximately $50 million in interactive TV distance learning
rooms and equipment. With this equipment, community colleges students can enroll
in classes that would not generate enrollment to justify being offered on their local
campus. In addition, college courses can be delivered to high school students who
wish to get an early start on a college degree.

Unfortunately, some colleges are being asked to pay enormous sums to long
distance carriers to support their distance learning operations. On September 4,
1996, our state higher education officers, Dr. Richard Wagner, told the Illinois
Board of Higher Education that one Illinois community college had been quoted a
rate of $14,000 per month for a single connection to a high school only 50 miles
away!

Community colleges in Illinois need affordable long distance rates or else they will
have to discontinue some or all of their current long distance service to off-campus
students. We need help on our long distance rates and we need it right away.

Sincer~~, ~ .'
,v~. " f!7~'/.-' V v

Gary vis /
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