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OPPOSITION TO REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

These opposition comments are filed on behalf of the following: ABC,

ALTV, APTS, CBS, Chris Craft, MSTV, NAB, NBC, PBS, and Tribune

("Broadcasters"). Broadcasters oppose the Request to Extend Comment and Reply

Comments in the above-captioned proceeding filed by Cohen, Dippell and Everest and

any other such petitions for an extension of time. Broadcasters believe that the transition

to digital advanced television must begin now. The optimal DTV transmission standard

and the planning factors used to allot and assign DTV channels have been under

development for nine years. Changes will have to be made to any table that is adopted,

but it is critical that the Commission adopt a table as soon as possible, subject to such

changes. This course is the only way to ensure that the long-awaited DTV service is

licensed in the very near future.

Broadcasters also recognize, however, the importance of providing the

critical players in the DTV transition with the opportunity to study fully and to comment

meaningfully on the Sixth Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making (FCC 96-207,
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released August 14, 1996) ("Notice"). Therefore, Broadcasters urge that, instead of

extending the time in which to file all comments, the Commission should accept late

filed comments to the Notice and extend the time in which to file reply comments in this

proceeding. Particularly with the approach of the holiday season, a reasonable extension

of time in which to file reply comments should give all an opportunity to prepare fully

developed comments to the Notice. Such an approach should provide for full

consideration of the issues, but should not unduly delay the conclusion of this critical

proceeding. Therefore, Broadcasters urge that the Commission:

• Deny the motion for an extension of the November 22, 1996 comment
deadline;

• Accept late filed comments for a reasonable period following the
November 22 deadline; and

• Extend the time to file reply comments in this proceeding to January 10,
1997.
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