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Date

August 22, 1996

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
SUPPORTS CONTINUATION OF TKR CABLE OF
HAMILTON'S CURRENT CONTRACT PROVIDING
WZBN WITH A 24-HOUR STATION

W'tiEREAS, WZBli TV-~5 has providad Marcer County with an
exceptional pUblic service; and,.

WHEREAS, there is no other media outlet that covers local
news and events as WZBN does for the residents of our community;
and,

WHEREAS, it is essential that the communities of Hamilton and
Washington Township continue to have access to the local
programming that WZBN offers 24 hours a day; and,

WHEREAS, WZBN has been an active member of the community
since it began operation in 1993 by providing a much needed service
to our residents, as well as taking part in charitable and
community activities that benefit all people of Mercer County; now,
therefore,

Clerk to tke Board

RECORD OF VOTE

FREEHOLDER I Aye i Nay I N.V. I Abs. I ReI. I Sec. FREEHOLDER I Aye i Nay I N.V. Abs. I Res. , Sec.
- -

Angarone I I I I )(1 I McManimon I I .' I I ,
\

Cannon I~ I I I I ~I Migliaccio I l I ,

'~'-
Constance I I I I I" I

Carabelli I I I I
,,

I

Hamilton 1 [1 , I I I I I • I I 1 I
X-Indicates Vote Abs.-Absent N.V.-Not Votinr

Rel.-Resolution Moved Sec.-Resolution Seconded



RESOLUTION

- 2 -

NO. 96-380

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mercer County Board of Chosen
Freeholders in the State of New Jersey strongly supports
continuation of TKR's 24 hour coverage of WZBN's proqramming and
urges TKR Cable of Hamilton to continue discussions with WZBN to
ensure the presen tcontract between the two parties remains intact
because of the inherent beneficial service provided by WZBN TV-25
to Hamilton Township and Washington Township.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy this Resolution be
forwarded to t.l1e Hamilton Township Council, the Washington Township
Committee, Lou Zanonoi, President of TKR Cable, and Darren P.
Belick, General Manager of TKR Cable of Hamilton.

SPONSORED BY: Freeholder Patrick F. Migliaccio
Freeholder Joseph Constance
Freeholder Michael Angarone
Freeholder Anthony Carabelli
Freeholder James McManimon
Freeholder Ann Cannon
Freeholder Keith Hamilton

Clerk to the Board



~.hip of Lawr.nc.
County of Merc.r

re9u1er .... : 10/2/96 k-l

•
ItUOtDnOM UMtltG 'I'D DlJ.MI..\ItI vw.n II01tTH

TO COJITIJIU! TO~ a .. 011 QS1Z CIWGIIL 25
IN ftI CVItUII'1' roJUIAT AND nKI PMME

ARD TO DCOUIWII CClCc.uT CULl lfO DPARD
LlWJtINCI !'OWNsHIP" COVDME

WHEREAS, 'I'D Delaware .allay .ortb baa iDf0ne4 cabl.
aub.criber. that it will reaova a Lent IJIcNer ~lev1.ion .tation
(WZBN TV 25) tl'Oll a tull 24 hour atatua ~ a part ~ba atatua on a
public acca•• cbaMal, and "

1rHERIAS, tha COUtmicatiou Act lreOOIfti.a. t:bat ....rel.1
pZ'09r'UlJlling and pald advartl8ing are qpically BOt C..tura. of
public acca.. and .oving WZIN TV ~ • part~ atabaa on a public
.cca•• channel 18 unacceptable ~ the tnnobi.1ng authority I and

WHEREAS, without the opportunity ~ ocmtinu. broadca.ting 24
hour. a day, WZSN .ay not be able to continu. in oper.tion, and

WHEREAS, becau.e of th. popul.rity and ben.Uta that WZBN
provid•• Lawr.nce Town.hip, va ancour.ge our ..:tor cabla carriar
(COllcast Cabl.) to axpahd UIN'. broadca.ting hour., and

WHEREAS, WZBN TV ch.nnel 25 bas proven to be an ....t, not
only to the citiz.n. of Lawrance Town.hip but to tha ~tln llarear
county ar•• , providing naw. and a.niea. ben.fiting th. publiCI

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the !'OWnship council of~
Township of Lawr.nce, county of ..erear, th.t all local cabl.
carriers should be encouraged to axpand VlBN '. broadca.t hours to
the benefit of Lawrence Township residents, a. w.ll a. ~ tho•• in
v~· •••i~bboring communities, ana

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council that a certified copy of
this resolution be forwarded to Darren P. Ballck, Area Qan.ral
Manager of TKR Delaware Vall.y North, Gregory P. Arnold, Gen.ral
Manager of COIlC.st cable, and to Loui. Z.noni of VlIN TV.

Adopted: October 2. 1996
aECORD OF VOTE

Moved - ••aoludon Moved By Sec. - aeaoludon IecoDdad By

CouDcil Aye Nay Prea. AbNDt Altat. IIoYad 8ac.
CoJav1U1 .,/

Meecher ./ V
Miller ,/' t/
PuUtS /
Mayor Wnfrid I
" - Indicate. Vote f'N'. - f'Naent ADat. - ADaWn.d

.. Certified teI'be •~ copy
of is.U·4H Iit01 :3 <; 1-4'"
adopta:::;::pe

~~1,.IA­
Dorothea SimoneUi
Municipal Clerk
Date: tq - 7- 9&-



TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON

COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION 96 407No._..::..=-~~_

Approved as 10 Form and Legalily

..~~ -----
". r. - Township Allorney

RESOLUTION URGING TIeR DELAWARE VA.U.Jn' NORm TO CONTINUE TO
BROADCAST WZBN TV ON CABLE CHANNEL 25 IN nm CURRENT FORMAT AND
TIMEF'RAME

WHEREAS TKR Delaware Valley North.has informed cable sublCl'ibets that it will
remove a Low Power Television Station (WZBN TV 25) from a full time 24 hour II&tus to a
part time status on a public access channel; and

WHEREAS, the Communications Act recognizes that commercial p1"OJftlJllDing and paid
advertising are typically not features of public access and moving WZBN TV to a part time
status on a public access channel is unacceptable to the franchising authority; and

.WHEREAS, WZBN TV Channe125, has proven to be an asset, not only to the citizens
of Hamilton Township but to the entire Mercer County area, providing news and services 5A-
benefitting the pUblic; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Township ofHamilton in the County ofMercer
that TKR Delaware Valley North be, and hereby is, urged to continue to broadcast WZBN TV
on cable channel 25 in the current format and time frame.

BE IT FURTIiER RESOLYEO by the Council that the Administration investigate the
possibility of authorizing additional franchise agreements within the municipality which may
provide services according to the wishes of the cable subscribers and franchising, ~uthoT:ity .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLYEO by the Council that acertified copy of this reSolution be
forwarded to Darren P. Belick, Area General Manager of TKR Delaware Valley North and to
Louis Zanoni of WZBN TV.

Iht,.by certify thIs to be • true C)~.
Townsh :p ofHamilton, County ofMercer, No J.

Dated~ ~-~ ~"',('i~ ..:¢;;
Mvnlcfpal Clerk

~~----
PRESIDENT

Adopled by Council on September 3, 1995

Date rr (~'

__UJ~ kJil
MUNICIPAL CLERK

c·~

RECORD OF VOTE

~!;:l~~~~~': -~ )~ NAY ~ ~t:===~: R_E_S_'-f_-:S,E_C_'_

oJ~n_~.~cy,J[ •._._ .\(.__ . _

~~~A~~20-- _~. -~- ._~_ :. __ . __-+---=:\I'_-f _

X· Indicates Vote A.B.· Absent NY.· Not Voting RES.· Moved SEC. i ~conded



9f) ·/97 ( ;.,_.--...c ESOLUTION No _._.__ _._.' /.,( ,t
. OCT' 31996Date of Adoption _ ~_ _-_ _-_..__ .

Factual COD~tS cerJffi.'.'eq to be(..r I. \- '.
_ _..__.,,:;k-(.J.='1t~~~·~l,·····~:·········.~~:.~L .

Councilman .=....d--'=w:-L.~ __JJ~~_u:n~Y_T~ ~_ p....... the fnllnwing /lao

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS
OF LOCAL TELEVISION NEWS CHANNEL WZBN

TO RETAIN A 24-HOUR PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE
ON TKR CABLE OF HAMILTON

WHEREAS numerous surveys taken .in recent years have
consistently show that the majority of American people are
dependent upon television as a main source for their daily
news reports; and

WHEREAS the City of Trenton and the greater Mercer
County area has been historically without the services of a
commercial television station focusing exclusively on local
news programming; and

WHEREAS local television station WZBN came into
existence serveral years ago and immediately provided a very
necessary community service to the residents of Trenton and
most of Mercer County; and

WHEREAS WZBN focuses its programming on local news
events and helps fulfill the very vital role in a democracy
of informing the people; and

WHEREAS the residents of the City of Trenton and Mercer
County are better informed about the workings of their local
governments as a result of the local news coverage provided
by television station WZBN; and

WHEREAS TKR Cable of Hamilton has announced plans to
move WZBN to a public access channel and reduce the
station's 24-hour programming schedule' to four evening
broadcasts and a midnight to 6 a.m. rotation; and

, HFR.:PV rr:~T~FY T:-t.·,l
THiS ,', ;\":'. C c-:;?y
DATECJ, ;";i:', •.,',

.~..C4t ~ .I!-~
. ( <,"'ce. , ' . .to t- ,c-e.

o CITY CLERK



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS WZBN officials maintain that the reduced
schedule would cut into advertising revenue and possibly
drive the station off the air; and now therefore be it

RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Trenton,
New Jersey, does hereby go on record as being fully
supportive of the efforts of local television news station
WZBN to retain a 24-hour programming schedule on TKR Cable
or Hamilton; and now therefore be it further

RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
the officials at TKR Cable of Hamilton, local television
station WZBN, Mayor John K. Rafferty of Hamilton Township,
and the members of the Hamil~on Township Council.

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON PASSAGE
COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B

CIRILLO X ROBINSON X. YOUNG )(
MELONE y. UNGRADY )< PRESIDENT

PINTELLA i<. WALKER I<
X-INDICATES VOTE A.B.-ABSENT N.V.-NOTVOTING

OCT 3 1996
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RESOLUTION No. 5~6J"L

III ..to Form ad Leplity

IDID

D••f Adoptl. -- _

ractul1 eo• .- atrtlW \0 by

---- ... _._..__._.._..-.......-_ ...--_..,---,
Title

'---0__-__-_,__ praeDc. lhe'oIlowiat RMolutlo,,:

/lBSOLUTION SUPPORf'ING f'HE B",oars,
01 LOCAL ':t~L.VISrOB NSIIS OllA1lN~L USN

%"0 RrlAIN A R4-BOUR P/tOGRANNING SCUDULE
ON TICR CABU 0' IlAMILf'ON

•

JfJIBREAS numeoroue surveys taken jn recen t yeoar. have
consJ.tentJy .how tbat the .ajorJty of American people ar.
dependent upon telev1slon ••• ma1n source for their da1Jy
n~ws reports; and

~s the C1ty of Trenton and tbe greater Mercer
Counryar•• has been hjstorically without the serv1ces of a
commercial television stBtJon focusing exclusively on local
news programming; and

H&&ftBAS local televJ.Jon statJon HZBN came Jnto
eg1stence serveral y.ars ago and i.mediateJy provided a very
necessary community servJce to the residents of ':trenton and
most o~ Mercer County; and

~ERBAS HZSN focuses Jts programming on Jocal neW$
events and help. fuJtJJl the very vital role in a democracy
o~ jn~orlltJl2g the peopJe,· and

H~RBAS the re6jde~t. of tbe City of Trenton and Hercer
County are better in~ormed about the workings of ~heir local
govezonmenttt as a reeuJ t o~ the local ne",6 coverage prOVided
by teJevJttJol2 .tatJon HZBN; and

NW.RBAS rKR CabJe of HamjJton hatt announced ~Jan. to
move H%BN to a publJc ace••• channel and reduce the
.tatJon'a R4-hour progra.mlng schedule to four even1ng
broadca.t. and a mJdnJght to 6 a.m. rotatJon; lind
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REsOLUTION

~s NZBN o~rjcjaJ...JntaJn that the reduced
.ebedule would cut Jnto advertJ.Jng revenue and ~•• jbJy
drjve tbe statjon ot~ the aJriud 110W therefore b. it

RBSOl.VZD tbat the CJty COW1cJJ ot the CJty at !'.renton,
New Jer••y, doe. her.by 110 on r"cord a. beJng tulJy
aupportJve of the ettorta o~ locaJ teJevJ.Jon l2e. statJon
NrSN to retaJn a '4-bour progr...Jng scnedule on 'rKR Cable
o~ Hamilton; and nop( t:heZ'e~o.re be Jt further

RaOLVBD that a copy ot thJ. ".••oJut.tOlJ b. ~tJZ"Wlu·d.d to
the olIJoJaJ. at TKR CabJe ot HamJlton, JocaJ teJevJeJon

. tltat.1on NZBN, Nayor John ~. lIatt.Z't~~ 0 ..... HlGJ.Jtol2 ~O;J/l2f11r.J.l',

anei tIle IIeltbers or th~ RlJlltJ l ton 2'otm$hJp CouncJ 1 • .

. - .- -
~~r~. • ~"L.~C:_ ¥'OTb O~ PASSAGE

AN AYI NAY N.V. A.a. CQUNQUWI AVE NAY N.V, I.e. AV. NAV N,V. AI.

elALLO AOBINSON YOUNQ

MELONE UNGRADY F"IItESIDENT
PINTEI.lA WALK'"

lI-lNDlCATfS VOTI A.I.-&II5NT ".V.-HOT VOTING

r

Adopted at a Meetin, oftbe OtyCouncl1 of &he at)' oCTrcnton, NJ _

PreI1dent 01 COuncil aty Clerk



Reply Comments of
W25AW (WZBN TV-25)

November 20, 1996



The Trentoniar: Vvednesday, September 4, 1996-

to the Editor

Alternative to, incinerator
For the $215 million the propoeed Mercer who lives in New Jerseys other 20 counties

County incinerator is supposed to eost, we will have to pay.
can eet rid of our county prbage without it . Freeholder Michael :Angarone's Aug. 4 let­
at the present, already over the top $117 per ter gives the impression that he views the

,ton rates for the next 18 to 20 years. .' incinerator 88 a political issue. As a taxpay-
Add the $215 million CODStruction cost of er - and who of us is not? - I view it at an

the burner to the scheduled tipping fees pro-economic issue. As such, it's a malodorous
poied for it. and getting rid of 20 years . deal for everyone involved, including those
worth ~fihbagewill cost us $325 million~ . who live in the county and who work for
or five 'on dollars mOre pei',Mr than i~ ',.~tractorswho expect to work on the burn·
costs us now. ..,.' . . ,::il'. construction.
And that's an optimistic estimate. SiBee "Whatever few bucks they make on their

those wonderful folks in Mercer County aov- ..~porary gig will quickly be eaten up by
ermnent already bring us the coet1iestcoun-m,ner county taxes. The sharks ofboth par­
ty library system in the state, pzwfprovided_ who infest the waters at 640 South
upon request, you can be lure they won't .' .Broad St. wiD make sure of that.
'rest until they charge us more for solid .. Angelo R. Papa
.Waste garbage disposal thaIlanYbodY else Ewinl

d
.'s Law
1D1atically reduce the risk that a IIeX

a way to help keep pedophiles from
a is about to find out if such a mira­
pay close attention.
tOut to sign into law legislation that
e country to require that repeat sex
tion when they are let out of prison.
e filed forthwith.
nandatory administration of • drug
:lumanizing to sa offenders. Those
ted to 88l1ert that the individual ­
-ge ofhis own body.
-looks the obvious: Sex oft'enders are
,. If they were, the recidivism rate

~tion, administration of Depo­
lure than surgical castration (which
anders under the California legisla­
d periodically, and in most cases the

·r unusual punishment - quite the
life behind bars, which is what many
to see as the punishment for repeat

as we)) in practice as it does in the-
Jut in Germany and other European
r it. The repeat offender rate there is
ent to just 2 percent.
legislative efforts to protect children
.ssage of Megan's Law, widely copied
ing debated in federal courts, holds
1Il1unities in most of the country will
fender takes up residence nearby.
is not the whole battle. There would
w-abiding citizens could have some
bitual offender just down the street

md New Jersey should follow. The
modeled on California's legislation
rts rule favorably.
nacea by any means. There will be
I there still will be a need for prisons
1 that offers a reasonable prospect of
embraced wholeheartedly.
n Kanka's killer had been on Depo-

.e
e that the newly adopted core cur·
:hool students actually will result in
Ilew Jersey Education Department
ests are going to get tougher.
he High School Proficieney Test. By
will be tested. Ifstudents tlunk, says
iploma.

_ ~ .. _ ...

SaveWZBN
I would like to add my voice to the chorus of voices

protesting the dismantling ofWZBN.
Last November I ran for a aeat in the New Jersey

State Asaembly from the 14th District, which encom­
passes Mercer and parts ofMiddlesex County. As a
candidate without funds to speak o( I had no means
togE!~ my message to the voters.

WZBN, by providing a debate format and covering
candidates' press corilerences, pve voters an oppor­
tunity to see and hear from ALL candidates.

The fact that I did not win it not relevant to this
debate. What is relevant is that WZBN provides an
important public service to the community.
In this day when we have pernment by apecial

intereata, for special interesta aacl of~ inter·
ests, because most politicians dance Wlth cam~
finance reform - but nlVer take it home - political
COVer&f'! as presented by WZBN ill vital.

Now 18 the time for viewera' vol.. to be heardl
-----------n... D'OritJ

BGIIdIton 7DwuAip

ers

the cost of living.
I feel the city ofTrenton, win all its problems ... is

being unreasonable and burdensome to its residents,
who are currently paying too much and getting too
little in achange.
I am asking, for the benefit of the residents of

Trenton, for this issue to be pursued further and
researched in detail. I am sure this was an oversight
that deserves more reporting on a daily basis than
did Hamilton Township. .

Althoueh I am not a resident of the city ofTrenton, I
do have 1amiJy there. I was bom and raised in the city
aDd have kept a soft spot in my heart for Trenton.

Trentonian, the name ofyour newspaper bears the
name of the city. Be the ray of hope to the residents
ofyour city and speak out regarding this outrage.

Ita for the residents of the city ofTrenton, stop and
imaline if the city ofTrenton had the efficient man­
apment that has been in Hamilton Township by its
mayor and administration for the past 20 years, 1
RppoM we can only pray for hope,
---------Ann4ndo A. A6abiti

Ha.milton TOWMhip

~+n"" ~""~Q"'~A



We encourage letters to the editor on 5ubjeds of public Interest. Letters must have a full
name, a handwritten signature and, for verification purposes, list street address and day­
time telephone number. Names will not be withheld from publication. Submissions may be
edited for length and clarity. Address: Letters to the Editor, The Times, 500 Perry Street,
P.O. Box 847, Trenton N.J. 08805. Fax: (609) 394-2819.

would either Dote or Clinton
()n "family values"? They're
'n shaky ground.
)ole and his'wife, Elizabeth,
I though he's a model of what
nks the American family man
I be, it's fair for the alnton
to point out that Dole dfvotced
lother of his only child, the
n who nursed him through his
Ind dlffltult war·wound recov·
!riod. They might refer to Eliz·
as "Dole's second wife."
ill Clinton bolds bimself up as
19on of family virtue, it's fair
I opponent to bring up some of
:barges of Infidelity, made
It him in the past,tbat seem too
rous to be fiction.
! candidates would be better
ot holding themselves up as
II, aU·Amerlcan family men be­
neither is that and I wish tbey

I stop competing for who bas
lost victims of tragedy on their

1111 Roonev is 0 SfI'Idicated col­
,st am TV commentator.

lttS
dEdition
lU ..,. • .... tip tor The
IS, c.II our city dHk ..1M num­
1Mtow.
.. _ tIt-5454
............................... 267-9315
1 946-6502
eMIt 924-3611....._ ....
I8Ilnfonnelilllll
InCI-cIHe ,....... peId .. T.....
N.J. The 11IMe eubM:rfptloll.
:.00 per,.... ...,., In the con-
".. U.S. Other r.'.. ..,.lIeble
I request. The TIme. (18SN 1750­
I)' .. puIlIIehed Monday through
ley, at 500 Perry Snet, Trenton,

••
iTMASTER: Send .ddr...
... to The 11IMe, P.O. Box "7,
lIOn, N.J. 0It05.

',ceII"'32'n, ...m. -4 p.m.
ley 1:30 • .In. -1:30 p.m.

and OlSooseo 0(. There, garbage lS
dumped, spread out In a layer and
covered with approved backfill mao
terial.

The incineration process works
differently.

First, with the Incinerator, Mercer
County will continue to recycle.

second, material that is not recy.
cled will be disposed of In the re­
source recovery plant. In tbis pro­
cess everything is reduced to ash.
The ash Is a sooty soll·type sub­
stance.

We must continue to move abead.
We can no longer continue to use
our valuable land resources as.
dumping grounds. We need an effi­
cient alternative metbod of dispos­
ing of our garbage and the answer is
the resource recovery plant.

Not only will this alternative
method of disposal save our land re­
sources, but It is also more economI­
cal since hauling and dumping fees
would be eliminated.

Needless to say, Marilyn Jose and
the Mercer County Democratic Par·
ty's beliefs are not representative of
the majority of the taxpayers of
Mercer County. We want what is
best for the county and not what is
best for just one group. The re­
source recovery plant is the answer
to our ever-growing garbage prob­
lem.

A....ando A. A,abltl
Hamilton Township

Airline
security

I wonder just how much better
airport security would be if an inter­
national policy were adopted requlr·
ing one security penon Involved In
loading the plane to be chosen at
random just before boarding is com·
plete to ride the departing flight.

There might just possibly be some
Incentive to be alert.

Edward Ridgeway
Pemberton Township

August 8 article by Charles Stile:
"Smith: Abortion floor fight Rx for
GOP." Chris Smith said he "would
welcome a fight on the floor over
the abortion issue." Why would he
do that?

In my opinion, pro-life organiza­
tions have as members some of the
most enraged and uncaring people I
bave ever been exposed to. They dis­
regard the rights of U.S. citizens and
people everywhere. I am not politi·
cal, but I know what is good behaVe
ior and what is unjustifiable. I have
seen pro·life demonstrators who
have hara~ women without even
knowing their circumstances. In the
article Chris Smtth is quoted as ay·
ing, "We need a national debate on
exactly wbat abortion does to a baby
and wbat it does to the mother." We
do need a debate on issues that In·
volve children and mothers.

Let us defend all the little hUIDIDI
that are in this world now: all the
innocent children who dream some­
day of being desired and loved by a
family who wants them; who feel
the pain of mental and physical
abuse; who are born with AIDS, or
drug addictions.

I wonder why this pro-life organi·
zation doesn't circulate some of the
millions of dollars it spends on ad·
vertising to feed and clothe aban­
doned chlldren and support adop­
tion agencies to mate It easier to
place children with famlUes.

I have IIeeD too many children
abused by parents who do not want
them. I will not argue about when
life begins; I will argue for the aban­
doned cblldren wbose bearts are
breaking becaUIe nobody II there to
love them or bold them! What about
their rights!

It scares me that the RepubllCin
platform endorses a constitutional
amendment tbat would make abor·
tlons illegal in all circumstances.

Deborah Crelln
Ewing Township

of bours for things:' 1be worried
landlord is the only person In the
article wbo seems to bave respect
for a person's humad dignity; even
Deputy Police Chief Constance has a
cavalier attitude towards the InvestI­
gation.

"The killer might be lendln, a
message," Constance said. The Times
is sending an even stronger message:
that the life of a woman - a human
being -Is worth less when that per·
son engages in illegal or immoral ac·
tivities. Condemn their acts, please,
but do not sanction their abuse, rape
and murder.

Carra. Nadlur
Hopewell TOWIIShlp

WZBN provided
needed service

I would like to add my voice to the
chorus of voices protesting the dis­
mantling of WZBN.
. Last November I ran for a seat in
the New Jersey State Assembly In
tbe 14th DIstrict, wblcb encompasses
Mercer and parts of Middlesex Coun­
ty. As a candidate without funds to
speak of, I had no means to get my
message to the voters.

WZBN, by providing a debate for­
mat and covering candidates' prell
conferences, gave Toters an opportu­
nity to see and hear from aU candI-
dates. .

The fact that I did not win is DOt
relevant to this dllculsion. What is
relevant is that WZBN provides an
important public service to the com­
munity.

In this day when we hue govern­
ment by special Interests, for special
interests and of special interests ­
because most politicians dance with
campaign finance reform but never
take It home - political coverage as
presented by WZBN is vital.

Now is tbe time for viewers'
voices to be heard!

Tina (ClemJ D'Ona
Hamilton Township

bUrs anu AlDenea li mWI~Ul. 1be
president also aid: "Wbe~our inter­
est in the security of our friends and
allies is threatened, we will act with
force If necessary. That is what we
did this morning in Iraq:'

This demands examination.
What interest do we have in the

region! To save their 011 for us! It
doesn't come from there. To protect
the Kurds? We have contributed to
their decimation ounelves, and
when the Turks do it to their Kurd­
ish minority we don't even bother to
slap them on the wrist. Turkisb
troops chased TudIsb Kurds Into
Iraq, we did notblnl and laid n0th­
Ing serious. iranian troops chued
Iranian Kurds into Inq, we did notb­
... aad Did aotIIIDI ...... But._1raqItroops_. iraqi~

ry to help one faction ....t .....
for their help, we sItoot It
them.

Who is our frieM or ally .....
security is threMeRed? Ina? We are
stili can Iran tile greatest terror·
1st natlaa ill tIae world.
They are still caUing at Tbe Great
satan. OUr alliel saudi Arabia and
Turkey refused to cooperate.

ONE WOULD HAVB to be ddId·
Isbly naive not to lee the political
component of the president's ded­
lion. Bob Dole bad been needllq
him for being 10ft on Saddam H...
Iein. PresIdent Clinton abut Bob
Dole up. No one shuts_Perot •
Perot said, "War is not a SUper Bowl
event. War Is Dot a place for p0liti­
cians to create a poIIti,e Image and
get a bump In the polla." ~n. PhIl
Gramm, R-Teus, was leD unkind,
but more earthy. He was also right
on target: "We got no dog In this
fight."

There will Indeed be a price to
pay, a~ we will pay it. Taxpayers
pay for mllUon-doliar missiles. The
price of gasoline jumped up over·
night, as Iraq's scheduled contribu·
tion to the supply was put on hold.
Our International credibility was
weakened, not strengthened, when
our justification for the attack was
so weak. OUr "allies" deserted us in
droves. It was a bad move that won't
even help politically by November.

Otis Pike is a former Democratic
member of the How'll' from NE'W
York. His column is distrih"tprf ,'"
N",thm'lt,. N,..",.~.,:,."';rp



10
13
ItO
11
S4

!wildemess
lIy last week on behalf of posteri·
eres of rugged Utah desert and
nt. If this Is what he means by
we need more of It. Creation of

! National Monument win quash a
Ie the nation's largest known coal
~he two-year effort of the Utah
~gatlon to open up this part of the
commercial exploitation. Appro­
his announcement at the Grand
leodore Roosevelt shielded from
IUthOrity of the same law - the
,Mr. CliDton Invoked last week.
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It Is DO Jecrf!l to aDyone tbat Mite 9 s-r J WZBN boon
Pappas Is pro-life. A principled man to remember a
himself, Mr. Pappu resisted calls of t'
moderation from tbe party blerar· In the fall of 19115, Mr. Rafael Ro- 0 many senIOrS
cby over the abortion Issue. In fact, driguez, president of We the Peo-
be commented once about abortJoD ple/Nuestra GeDte. a political (non. I would lite to poIDt out the a­
during the primary, "I wm cODcede partisan) actlon committee wblcb portance of WZBN to me and IIIJ
nothing." advocates and worts for tbe pro- family. Many IeDIor ctUzens depeDd

However. be Is Dot runDlng on the gress of tbe Hispanic community. on lleelng the activities, world news.
pro-lIfe platform alone. M Mr. Pap- propoeed tbe Idea of bavlng a baD- as well as HamUton and other local
pu bad said It many times, "If I quet to bonor those people wtw bad area Dewt. MaDY IeDlon are d...
were a one-issUe candidate, I would exemplified the bard wort dedlca. abled aDd unable to go out as they
bave not won tbe primary." Indeed. tlon and commitment to ~ice tbat used to. 1bese people mUll get aU
we Ibould loot at Mr. Pappu' thor· Mr. Carlol Pacheco 10 unselflsbly their information aDd enjoymeat
oup CODIeI'Vatlye record. 1be can- molded with over 20 yean of total from our local station, WZBN. Many
dldate baa pledged bls IUpport to the commltDleat aDd dedication. It was watcb "1DOIt wanted,.. local Dews,
baJaneed budget amendment, en- agreat Idea. entertainment and IocaIIportI.
doned the DOtIola 01 a flat In and OIl May ... 1-' We tbe Peoplel Pieale do DOt disappoint tbeIe
repeal 01 the pn.c:ontrol law, aDd N.... Gelate held the tint annUlI people wlao desperately Deed to
Iau llated bill oppoaItion to afflrma- carIGI Pac....Sentc:e AWU'dI Baa- watcb WZBN dally.
dYe ICtiaIL quet. The banquet WIll beId In Mr. "a"laae Bntls a.tlter

AB Informed aad aD IDtelUgeat Padaeco', boDor, I'«OIDlllDI people Tn.toII
toter mould loot at tbe wbole nDge who bad committed tbemIeIyes to The writer i, ",elidetlc 0/ ahe
of IsIUeI beInI debated and, after cwamuDlty IerYIce. AARP, ChapUT.us 0/ Tmtloft.

i We enrourage letters to the editor on subjeds of pubUe Interest. Letters must have a full
name, a handwritten signature and, for verlfleatlon purposes, list street address and day·
time telephone number. Names will not be withheld from pubUeatlon. Letters should be no
more than two pages; short If!tters are subjed to less editing to eonserve spaee. Address:
Letters to the Editor, The Time" 500 Perry Street, P.O. Box 84'7, Trenton N.J. 011&O5. Fax: (toI)
3N-28I1.
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Common caUlMi ID New'''~
wu a tireless crusader against
aud big money In politics.

Once be decided to run for
gress, ZImmer announced be ,.
tate PAC money because you
win elections wttbout It.

ZImmer did say be would Dot
money from lOme groups. But
effort ended two weeb ago ,
the GOP National CommJttee
for anti-Ton1ceIII TV ads.

1be ads toot adYan... 01
Ioopboles created by a U.s. Sup
Coqrt rullnI that permits nat
and llate poIIUc:aI conunJtteeI t­
for ads DOt controDed by illY II
InI or f1IDd nlllallIDdtL

Even if you argue uiat Ulint
national eommlttee II legal and
cal, once a caadIdate tates the
ey. be or abe Iau DO control
who II PlJInI for the campalgD.

CaDdIda&el wlao UMd to ..y
do DOt tate lDODey from contr
....... Ilke tile tobItto I
can DOW tate IDODeJ from 11 !
........ tIIat DOES tate mr.... tbe...........,.

There II aIaaoIt 110 WI)' to nl
public office ............. CI
up In lOme kiDd of etblc:a probIe

TOa.ICILLI IS npeded I
apond to Zhnmer'I mtIclIm Cl
fundralser by pomURg out that
mer bad to fire Mite Francls. b
flDaDce cbalrman, after be
ticted off the state Sporta AutIJ
by GoY. CbrIItJe WhItman. Flu
UDder alate laftltlptloD for •
..... wIdl .......

There Is DO eYIdeDee that rr
did aD)'tblnl1IIepI. but tbe pol
climate dJctatel otbenriIe. 1bt
DO evldeDce that either cand
did anytblna megal or unetbi(
return for a political contrib(
But if tbe candidates teep Cl

eacb otber croots. tbe voten
decide that both are UOOD.

How about drafting BlIl Br:
for a fourth term?

Jim Goodman covers politic:
the State House lor The Times.

I "
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... Furthermore. TKR's plan to air
IIls-m1Dute news program tbat they
would produce is an insult to the
rtlkSents of our community. I will
wqer that this six·minute ''news''
broadcast is turned into a marketing
UIol for the cable company.

Ute Councilman Lacy, I do not
always agree with the views ex·
pI".-ed by WZBN - I consider that
a pod thina and demonstrative of
ID IDdependent media.

One last reminder to TKR: I
learned from my experience on the
Ad Hoc Cable Advisory Committee
that technological change is occur·
riD& 10 fast that we can barely keep
up. In addition to use of the IS-incb
satellite dish, you may well be able
to aet programming from tbe same
outlet that your telephone or com·
puter now uses. Maybe the citizens
of HamiJton sbould look to new tech·
nologies and consider abandoning
the cable I)'Stem if their feelings
and desires are so unimportant to
the recently relrancbised cable pro­
vider.

U TKR does not rethink its posi·
tiOn on WZBN, I will make sure that
friends and neigbbors realize that
they Deed Dot be beld hostage by a
cable company to get the broadcast
programming that they want.

John D. Kelly
Hamilton TOWDShip

" ••111S(j>oompu.."..oom

uern ..nt eIec:JrOnically. ike thOle
...t ~ mail. must conlain the
~ ,...,... 8ddresI. ancl daytime
_phone number. The mailaddreaa

tor latters is .
The nme., P.O. BOI 147,

Trenton, NJ 08&05.

Greed over
community interest

In regard to TKR Cable Co. of
Hamilton chOOSing greed over com·
munity interest, I wish to comment.

The fint problem is that TKR has
no competitor in Hamilton; other·
wise I would drop it and pick up
anotber provider. The company
bows this and that is why it is
choosing greed over community in-

We encourage letters to the editor on subjects of public interest. Letter!
name, a handwritten signature and, for verification purposes, list street
time telephone number. Names will not be withheld from ,ublication. Let
more than two pages; short Ip.tters are subject to less edIting to conser,
Letters to the Editor, The Times, 500 Perry Street, P.O. Box 847, Trenton N.
394-2819.
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a positive step. but why not get .!co­
bol out of IpOrUDg-event advertising
first?

Cilarette smoking is analogous to
lAIidde - people know they are kill·
iDl thtmlelves, but they themtelves
make the decision to do so. Drunken
drh1Dg .. &D&Iogous to murder. In·
DOCent people are murdered every
day by drunken driven, yet the
presideDt continues to attack tobac­
eo companies, saying that tobacco
Idvertile1nents are iDf}uenc1ng our
youth and should be banDed.

Beer eommercials dominate sport·
IDg event advertisements. 1be same
yOUDI audience that sees tobacco
.ads is brainwashed into tbinkingit's
cool to drink beer, unW they tate to
the roads and murder someone else
and/of themselves. In my mind, al·
cohol·related deaths Ife a much
greater problem in this society than
cigarette smoking.

Whicb is wone, suicide Of mur­
der? I don't condone either, but our
priority should be to prevent mur·
der. Nt. President and the rest of
society - get your priorities
straight!

Mark Cipolloni
(" _ A 9 Hamilton
~- ~()I ~ Trl",.J"GN 111"11"

TKR should
rethink its position
The recently-announced decision

by TKR Cable of Hamilton to severe­
ly cut back on the airing of WZBN
(Mercer Channel 25) greatly disturbs
me.

I served on the Hamilton Town·
ship Ad Hoc Cable Advisory Com·
mittee and was honored to partici·
pate in tbat effort along with
committee cbair (and former Coun·
cUman) Don Tamutus, then-Council·
man Peter Burkhalter, civic activist
Bill Groom and longtime Council­
man Jack Lacy, as well as several
other fine citizens of our communi­
ty.

I submit that there was never any
indication from representatives of
TKR that our local news and infor·
mation station would be affected.
Councilman Lacy is entirely correct
when he states tbat a survey of Ham·
ilton residents revealed their desire
for more local programming, not

I' you hive I newa tip for The
Tim.l, call our city d••k at the num·
bers below.

Tr.nton area 919·5454
Burlington 267·93.5
Bucks ....n............................ 946-6502
Prine.ton 924-3681
Hunt.,dOll and others coil eoilect

the Food and Drug Administration has de­
b abortion pill RU-486 safe and effective ­
the official approval that's expected soon -.

~ end of the bitter controversy over abortion
'ar from it. But it has the potential to curtail
aspects.

() choose abortion by pill rather than by surgi­
and only those who are very early inpregnan­
- medical supervision still will be essential.
tls can be prescribed, and the patient's pro­
in any doctor's office. It won't be necessary to
'n surgical clinic where protesters can congre­
Jatients, doctors and medical staff. The clinics
1; surgical abortions will continue to be the
)rity of cases. But the size of the target will be

and worse - by pro-life zealots has taken its
t, in some areas of the country, surgical abor­
'ely unavailable to women wbo want to exer­
utional right to choose. That should change, in
educate themselves about RU-486 and begin
privacy of their offices.

:e Department il
to 5:00 p.m. Mon·
and 7:30 a.m. to
and Sunday. ~or

livery, call by 9:00
, Friday anel1O:30
lnelay.
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that teen..ge pregnancy
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problem. ADd IS the Rol
port reminds, AmericaD
get busy figuring out ho'

William RaspberTv is
toft Post columnist.

eDlIU1'e tIlat empIoJerl rell8ftll1IIJ
accommodate their empIoyeeI' re1i­
gious practlcea. Paaage of thll bID
would be • milestone In the protee.
tloD of religloua liberty. It llsupport­
ed by • wide range of rellgloua and
civil liberties group.. CODgrell
should .ct awlftly to enact thlI bUl
Into law.

For many reUgiouIly 01JlenraDt
Americana, the greatelt perU to
their abUlty to carry out their re1i­
gious faltba on a day-to-day bull
may come from their employen ­
employers who wDI Dot mate ....
sonable accommodation for obIer·
vance of the Sabbath and other holy
da)'l or employers who refute to al­
low employeee to war garb re­
quired by their reUglon. such ••
yarmulke, • turbID or other c10tblnI
that meets modesty requirements.

The refusal of an employer, ....
sent undue bardshlp on the work­
place or In the performance of du­
ties, to provide such reHOn.ble
accommodation of reUgIouI pne:tIee
It • form of reUgloua dIIoimtnatJon.
IleUgIous dJIcrImlnatioa IIaoIIId be
treated at IeI10uIIy at any otIaer
form of dtIcrImlnatloD that ItaDdI
between Amer1caDI and equal em­
ployment opportuDlttei. The pro.
poeed leplatlon draWl an approprl­
.te bIIaDce betweeB tile ...........
Inter'eltl of an emploJ. and tile
right of an employee to oradk:e hlI
or her religion.

It II ttme to eMet ..WartpIaee
Rellgjoua Freedom Ad Into law.

lobI. Komer
HamlltoD To.....hlp

I can't afford
another tax cut

.In the early 19801 we received a :.)
percent cut In our Income taxes. As
a reaul" we have a national debt of
t5 trUUon. With every dollar we now
pay In Income taxes appromnately
28 percent (and rlslng) goes to pay
onlll the interest OD the national
debt We wUl be paying this for the
rest of our Uves u wUl our chlldreD
and grandchildren.

In New Jeney (as of 1985) we re­
ceived • 15 percent cut In our In­
come taxes. Gov. WhItman receh'ed
a IIIvlDga of t5Jj81 (The 11mea, Aug.
2Z). I received a'lIIvlnp of ... Row·
eftr. my real estate to. I'CIIe lrom
..". In 11M to M,275 for 1".A
netlc:.ofWA

Now Senator Dole II taJtIn« .boat
a 15 percent cut In Income toea.
Pleue,I cannot aflord It

.... ............. _Wlo6NI' ......'
be worth keeptq the ebannel on.

Although I have CODtacted TKR
regarding their lack of channels
compared to Comcast for the put
few years they refUte to answer m)'
correspoDdence. Other cable sys­
terns offer a lot more channell for a
lot less money. We Deed more com.
petitioD for cable aervlce In HamO·
ton and perhaps TKR would not be
so arrogant toward Its subscribers.

Cnl.,"...,
Aa., Kenler

.UI...... T.......
11Ie .toriterl are du.UrI. America..

LI••BreIlIIer l.eauel R.nld BI.keslee JetDUb Committ~~ N.J. Political
EwtDI TowBlhlp FloreD~eTo.....hlp Aetivitw Committee.

WZBN
a winner

I strongly urge TKR to retain
WZBN coverage IS It exlltl at pre­
sent As a former elected official In
Mercer County, I observed early on
that In the poUtical uea WZBN Dev­
er played favorites, and It WII every·
where getting out the Dews of local
and county happeDlngs. Residents of
Mercer County need and want to
taow wh.t actlvltle. are taking
place, what II happening In our
.chool., .nd who 18 dolDg good
things.

I can Witch a whole bunch of
"other channels" for ltate and na·
tional Dews. Neverthelell, they wDI
not tell me what II going on In my
community. Frankly, let'. face It,
people are jaat • Intenlted, If DOt
more IDtereIted, In commUDlty pe0­
ple and events. thaD In thole In fu­
off placa WZBN hal beeD • wInDer
8lnce Itt lDeeptIon. It hal added ....
Dlflcantly to the quality of Ute In
Mercer County. Please keep It In our
commuDlty!

We en~ourage letters to the editor on subjeds of publi~ Interest. Letters must have a full
name, a handwritten signature and, for verlflutlon purposes, list street address and day­
time telephone number. Names will not be withheld from publi~atlon. Letters should be no
more than two pages; short letters are subjed to less editing to ~onserve sp.~e. Address:
Letters to the Editor, The Times, 500 Perry Street, P.O. Box 847, Trenton N.J. 08605. Fax: (609)
~2819. •
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The DOT ha. IIDally .cknowl·
edged Improvements requested by
the commuDity, and they Illy they
wUl monitor coDItrUctlon and abide
by East Windsor Towasblp regul.­
tioDI. However, the oor is entitled
to take DO bows until the process of
actlDg on reallltlc Input from com­
muDity groups lIa matter of course.

Krlttlae B. Florea
CraDbury To....shlp

......1nformIIIIoft
PMtocIIc8Ie ............... T.......

____ N.J. TM TIme. m8U aubacrIptIon.
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N.J.•_.

I March 1 wW be contingent, however,
!ling a finding to Congress certifying
~ "ls having a negative impact on the
;he program, and upon both houses of
t finding. If they don't approve it, no
Ig funds can be made available untU
Dnce again, to the 8 percent rationing
l)ending delays and restrictions were
MJ appropriations.
Iples around the world benefit directly
ppUes and family planning services
!rnnient. Tens of millions more rely on
Ilefited from U.S. technical assistance.
d the administrative stranglehold 1m­
II by extremists in Congress wlll result
!d births and abortions abroad, as well
rants and women. That's a high price to
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Reply Comments of
W25AW (WZBN TV-25)

November 20, 1996

•

Over 5,000 Signatures



Kuser School PTA
70 Newkirk Avenue

Hamilton Township, N.J. 08629
(609) 890-3750

"Reaching For The SItus"

WE, THE KUSER PTA MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT WZBN, CHANNEL 25. WE ASK THAT
IT CONTINUE TO BE SHOWN ON A FULL TIME BASIS, AND ASK TKR CABLE
COMPANY NOT TO MOVE WZBN TO CHANNEL 8 ON A PART TIME BAS!£.
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We the undersigned, strongly urge TKR to keep WZBN on as It presently is.
We ;til agree that WZBN Is much more than a news program. WZBN provides
local news, community notices, and Items that affect our dally lives. WZBN
provides coverage of local sports, area events and really gives a personal
touch to events that touch us all. Mercer's Most Wanted has had a great
success rate and is a much needed program. Just the number of fugitives
that have been apprehended shows how valuable this show is (711). The
"Mercer County Update" helps us plan our weekends it also makes us aware
of local groups in our own backyards. Local advertisers get a chance to
speak to area residents and possibly turn them into customers. Local sports
teams get a chance to shine and community groups sometimes get much needed
attention. We don't see enough coverage of local news, WZBN is all we have.

WE WANT OUR WZBN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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SEP 06 '96 01:17PM TREASURY PURCHASING

August 23 ~ 1996

Darren Belick,
General Manager
TK.R Cable Company
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton Twp., NJ 08619

Re: WZBN Channel 25

Dear Mr. Belick:

We do not want WZBN removed from the TKR Cable Network. I
want WZBN to remain just as it is. a 24 hour a day cable channel. .

Thank you.

P.1/1



CAMP OLDEN
CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

Valiant Spirits StiU LinDer

September 5, 1996

To The Management of TKR-Hamllton,
We the members of Camp Olden Civil War Round Table wish to express our

concern at the possible loss of WIBN, Channel 25, from their current status.
WZBN, with the Mercer County Update, has been, since its inception, a truely

community oriented station in their coverage of local news, sports at alll.veis and specIal
events througho\Jt the area. With their weekly specIal segments such as "Mercefs Most
Wanted", "Moment In Time", and others, they consistently express their commitment to our
community's safety concerns and our local historical heritage. To lose such a valued
partner In our communIty would be a shame.

We would like to add our voices to the many others expressing these concerns
and hope that TKR.-Hamilton win see fit to maintain WZBN as it Is now available, so the
Mercer County community at large may continue to be informed and entertaIned about
important local matters•.

Thank you.
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WZBN VIEWER PETITION

--------------We the uudersiped are peddoDiDg d1e TKR Cable Co. ofHamHtoD
Twp. to keep WZBN TV·25 OD woe! 25 of the TKR cable system
24 boun per day tor our~ng couvJence.
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