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WZBN Tv-25




O TN Y @3&3&%&%}3&\ b
72 o S Y ~w b i%é% sl

ﬁsi\ﬁ\ Jégﬁédo\n}gr«ii
Cr ND TP WY i i
. o/ ey YT WY M pgey SR 2/

, \_ \ﬁb\ N,PQ/\ d&. PP ¥ ﬁ\q \.vgdm\\ %i \\r-)\i\%hﬁﬁ
\\&mﬁ PINNMEHD VT \<Q‘§ Q@Wr “Pretryy e pe 4\® T gSN\W(.\.\..{ 4
! s§¥\§\<@§ SVM.NQ 08 Iy~ §§3\;\

Ferrs v A e praeey ppr -yl voth 1ot vy

S b e R 4 37
n\u\

\ISAW R g A ;§g\ MG \dﬁd\hx\ 5 vrvadrry ~ VJ«:SS\\Q\
Ty ity b % im:\ - i~ gy
\i\wé\w\:ﬁ\ £ ! \vm\ A ] 61940 ) % A&&S:AQ
R YL Y - FYITY Jﬁgﬁhm\%
¥ e MGz v ] Bomrgy 0 L

- J\M 7 ﬁ\\x‘mw ] _A Jg v

. M}\J.Jv{\ JOy Q\J\ - . RN E.DK \gdv\.wﬁ‘sﬂ\vﬁ

. :uakxwéé\éux.‘é Y Nw\s%\ " -

: : T4/ ‘s g
L o %&Qt\%«\ 7
] Ty o




"

L

Reply Comments of
W25AW (WZBN TV-25)
November 20, 1996
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COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY RESOLUTION NO. 96— 35
Approved’}\to Form a,)nd Legality Date
A S August 22, 1996

MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
SUPPORTS CONTINUATION OF TKR CABLE OF
HAMILTON’S CURRENT CONTRACT PROVIDING
WZBN WITH A 24-HOUR STATION

WHREREAS, WZBN TV-2 has provided Mercer County with an
exceptional public servxce, and,,

WHEREAS, there is no other media outlet that covers local
news and events as WZBN does for the residents of our community;
and,

WHEREAS, it is essential that the communities of Hamilton and
Washington Township continue to have access to the 1local
programming that WZBN offers 24 hours a day; and,

WHEREAS, WZBN has been an active member of the communlty
since it began operation in 1993 by providing a much needed service
to our residents, as well as taking part in charitable and
community activities that benefit all people of Mercer County; now,
therefore,

Clerk to the Board

RECORD OF VOTE
FREEHOLDER | Aye : Nay | N.V. | Abs. | Res. | Sec. || FREEHOLDER ‘ Aye | Nay | N.V. : Abs. | Res. . Sec.

Angarone | | | | McManimon | . 1 | l

Cannon | || l| 1 i{ [ Migliaccio | } ’ 7"

Constance | | [ ] Carabelli | | | | i

Hamilton i | [ | } | | * ' |
X—Indicates Vote Abs.—Absent N.V.——Not Voting

Res.—Resalution Moved Sec.—Resolution Seconded




RESOLUTION NO. 96-380

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mercer County Board of Chosen
Freeholders in the State of New Jersey strongly supports
continuation of TKR’s 24 hour coverage of WZBN’s programming and
urges TKR Cable of Hamilton to continue discussions with WZBN to
ensure the presen tcontract between the two parties remains intact
because of the inherent beneficial service provided by WZBN TV-25
to Hamilton Township and Washington Township.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy this Resoclution be
forwarded to the Hamilton Township Council, the Washington Township
Committee, Lou Zanonoi, President of TKR Cable, and Darren P.
Belick, General Manager of TKR Cable of Hamilton.

SPONSORED BY: Freeholder Patrick F. Migliaccio
Freeholder Joseph Constance
Freeholder Michael Angarone
Freeholder Anthony Carabelli
Freeholder James McManimon
Freeholder Ann Cannon
Freeholder Keith Hamilton



Township of lLawrence regular mee- - 10/2/96 k-1
County of Mercer

Resolution No. 361-96

RESOLUTION URGING TXR DELAWARE VALLEY NORTH
TO CONTINUE TO BROADCAST WZBN ON CABLE CHANNEL 25
IN THE CURRENT PORMAT AND TIME FRAME .
AND TO ENCOURAGE COMCAST CABLE TO EXPAND
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP'S COVERAGE

WHEREAS, TKR Delavare Valley JMNorth has informed cable
subscribers that it will remove a lov Power Television Btation
(WZBN TV 25) from a full 24 hour status to a part time status on a
public access channel; and -

WHEREAS, the Communications Act recognizes that commercial
programming and paid advertising are typically mnot features of
public access and moving WZBN TV to a part time status on a public
access channel is unacceptable to the franchising authority; and

WHEREAS, without the opportunity to continue broadcasting 24
hours a day, WZBN may not be able to continue in operation; and

WHEREAS, because of the popularity and benefits that WIBN
provides Lawrence Township, we encourage our major cable sarrier
(Comcast Cable) to expand WZBN's broadcasting hours; and

WHEREAS, WZBN TV channel 25 has proven to be an asset, not
only to the citizens of lawrance Township but to the entire Mercer
County area, providing news and services benefiting the public;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Lawrence, County of Mercer, that all local cable
carriers should be encouraged to expand WZBN's broadcast hours to
the benefit of Lawrence Township residents, as well as to those in
wus ueiyhboring communities; ana

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council that a certified copy of
this resclution be forwarded to Darren P. Belick, Arsa General

Manager of TKR Delaware Valley North, Gregory P. Arncld, General
Manager of Comcast Cable, and to louis Zanoni of WZBN TV.

deomcast

Adopted: October 2, 1996

RECORD OF VOTE

Council Aye Nay Pres. | Absent | Abst. | Moved | Bec.
Colavita v
Meagher S /
Miller v/ v
Pulity /
Mayor Wilfrid /
) -¥ndfatesTote ~Pres. - Present  ADst. - ADstained —

Moved - Resolution Moved By  Sec. = Resolution Seconded By

Certified to be a trye copy
of 1 ?5 /
adopted on Ll-2-94

C'Dorothea Simonelli

Municipal Clerk
Date: Le-T7-9¢




TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON
COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION No.__ 36 407

Approved as to Form and Legality Factual Contents Cenrtified to by
h J S T;;v_n;ﬁp—litlorney - é Title

RESOLUTION URGING TKR DELAWARE VALLEY NORTH TO CONTINUE TO
BROADCAST WZBN TV ON CABLE CHANNEL 25 IN THE CURRENT FORMAT AND

TIME FRAME

WHEREAS TKR Delaware Valley North has informed cable subscribers that it will
remove a Low Power Television Station (WZBN TV 25) from a full time 24 hour status to a
part time status on a public access channel; and

WHEREAS, the Communications Act recognizes that commercial programming and paid
advertising are typically not features of public access and moving WZBN TV to0 a part time
status on a public access channel is unacceptable to the franchising authority; and

"WHEREAS, WZBN TV Channel 25, has proven to be an asset, not only to the citizens
of Hamilton Township but to the entirc Mercer County area, providing news and services 34
benefitting the public; therefore

. BEIT RESOLVED by the Council of the Township of Hamilton in the County of Mercer
that TKR Delaware Valley North be, and hercby is, urged to continue to broadcast WZBN TV
on cable channel 25 in the current format and time frame.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council that the Administration investigate the
possibility of authorizing additional franchise agreements within the municipality which may
provide services according to the wishes of the cable subscribers and franchising authority.

20V 96

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council that a certified copy of this resolution be
forwarded to Darren P. Belick, Area General Manager of TKR Delaware Valley North and to
Louis Zanoni of WZBN TV.

I hereby unlfy this o be & trve copy.
Townsh p of Hamilton, County of Mercer, N. J,

'
é é Municipal Clerk

Adopled by Council on September 3, 1994
Date

“PRESIDENT MUNICIPAL CLERK

RECORD OF VOTE

COUNCIL AYE NAY N.V. AB. RES. SEC.
wohn B, zoller _ } /[ J___T[CT7 0 I
Paul Pete Schroeder | /| T |- __ " 1"
©®  polm R. Lacy, Jr._ | . _ S [P I — 4
avid K, Flood | v .. . |_ _ v
Ronald J, Palumho v

X - Indicates Vole AB. - Absenl N.V.- Not Voling RES. - Moved  SEC. ; Seconded




| ESOLUTION r... 96 _787
% Date of Adoption OCT 3 1996
Approved as to Form an Factoal con u ce;/nﬁ ‘o by
e
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Title = )

1{ i 7'[ City Attorney
Councilman WV W presents the following Reso

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS
OF LOCAL TELEVISION NEWS CHANNEL WZBN
TO RETAIN A 24-HOUR PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE
ON TKR CABLE OF HAMILTON

WHEREAS numerous surveys taken in recent years have
consistently show that the majority of American people are
dependent upon television as a main source for their daily
news reports; and

WHEREAS the City of Trenton and the greater Mercer
County area has been historically without the services of a
commercial television station focusing exclusively on local
news programming; and

WHEREAS local television statiocn WZBN came into
existence serveral years ago and immediately provided a very
necessary community service to the residents of Trenton and
most of Mercer County; and

WHEREAS WZBN focuses its programming on local news
events and helps fulfill the very vital role in a democracy
of informing the people; and

WHEREAS the residents of the City of Trenton and Mercer
County are better informed about the workings of their local
governments as a result of the local news coverage provided
by television station WZBN; and

WHEREAS TKR Cable of Hamilton has announced plans to
move WZBN to a public access channel and reduce the
station's 24-hour programming schedule to four evening
broadcasts and a midnight to 6 a.m. rotation; and

| HEREPY (ERTIEY TH 2]

THIS W A T TOPY
DATED, TEh Ny
- Qo st
A ,,
Cponel e I

- CITY CLERK



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS WZBN officials maintain that the reduced
schedule would cut into advertising revenue and possibly
drive the station off the air; and now therefore be it

RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Trenton,
New Jersey, does hereby go on record as being fully
supportive of the efforts of local television news station
WZBN to retain a 24-hour programming schedule on TKR Cable
of Hamilton; and now therefore be it further

RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
the officials at TKR Cable of Hamilton, local television
station WZBN, Mayor John K. Rafferty of Hamilton Township,
and the members of the Hamilton Township Council.

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON PASSAGE
ICOUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. A.B. | COUNCILMAN AYE NAY N.V. AB. IlCOUNClLMAN AYE NAY N.V. AB.
CIRILLO X ROBINSON X [lyvouna X
MELONE < UNGRADY X [lPReSIDENT
PINTELLA X WALKER = I
X—INDICATES VOTE A.B.—ABSENT N.V.—-NOT VOTING B
Adopted at a Megting of the City€ouncil of the City-of Trenton, NJ ocT 3 1996

Council f 5 if? City Cler
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RESOLUTION = 5y~

Date of Adoptioa
od as to Form and Legality Factual contents certified to by

City Attorney Tide
man presents whe following Resolution:

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS
OF LOCAL TELEVISION NEWNS CHANNEL NZBN
TO RETAIN A 24~-HOUR PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE
ON TKR CABLE OF HAMILTON

WHEREAS numerous surveys taken in recent years have
consistently show that the majority of American pecple are
dependent upon television as a main scurce for thelr daily
news reports: ard

WNHEREAS the City of Trenton and the greater Mercer
County area has been historically without the services of a
commercial television station focusing exclusively on local
news programming; and

WHEREAS local television station WZBN came into
existence serveral years ago and immediately provided a very
necessary community service to the residents of Trenton and
most of Marcer County; and

WHEREAS WZBN focuses its programming on local news
events and helps fulfiil the very vital role in a democracy
of informing the people; and

WHEREAS the residents of the City of Trenton and Mercer
County are better informed about the workings of their local
governments as a result of the local news coverage provided
by television station WZBN; and

WHEREAS TKR Cable of Hamilton has announced plans to
move WZBN to a public access channel and reduce the
station's 24-hour programming schedule to four svening
broadcasts and a midnight to 6 a.m. rotation; and



RESOLUTION

WHERBAS WZBN cofficials maintain that the reduced
schedule would cut into advertising revenue and possibly
drive the station cff the air; and now therefore be it

RESOLVED that the City Councll of the City of Trentoa,

New Jersey, does hereby go on record as belng fully

supportive of the efforts of local television naws station
WZBN to retain a 24-hour programming schedule on TKR Cable

of Hamilton; and now therefore be it further

local television

and the members of the Hamilton Township Councdil.

RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwvarded to
the officials at TKR Cable of Hamilton,
- station WZBN, Mayor John X. Rafferty ol Haalliton rownsnxp,

r- Rutuie - - Ui YOTE ON PASSAGE ]
fcoumoivan AYE [ MY | Nv. | ab. Jlcouncinan AYE | NAY | NY. | AB. AYE ] NAY | NV. [ AB.
CIRILLO ROBINSON YOUNG

MELONE UNGRADY PRESIDENT

PINTELLA | WALK

%=INDICATES VOTE AB. ~ABBENT N.V.=NOT YOTING
Adopted at a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Trenton, NJ
President of Council City Clerk
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’s Law

amatically reduce the risk that a sex
a way to help keep pedophiles from
a is about to find out if such a mira-
pay close attention.

out to sign into law legislation that
e country to require that repeat sex
tion when they are let out of prison.
e filed forthwith.

nandatory administration of a4 drug
aumanizing to sex offenders. Those
ted to assert that the individual —
-ge of his own body.

-looks the obvious: Sex offenders are
;. If they were, the recidivism rate

:astration, administration of Depo-
iure than surgical castration (which
2nders under the California legisla-
d periodically, and in most cases the

r unusual punishment — quite the
life behind bars, which is what many
to see as the punishment for repeat

as well in practice as it does in the-
>ut in Germany and other European
r it. The repeat offender rate there is
ent to just 2 percent.

legislative efforts to protect children
ssage of Megan’s Law, widely copied
ing debated in federal courts, holds
umunities in most of the country will
fender takes up residence nearby.
is not the whole battle, There would
w-abiding citizens could have some
bitual offender just down the street

aind New Jersey should follow. The
modeled on California’s legislation
rts rule favorably.

nacea by any means. There will be
| there still will be a need for prisons
1 that offers a reasonable prospect of
embraced wholeheartedly.

n Kanka’s killer had been on Depo-

€

e that the newly adopted core cur-
‘hool students actually will result in
New Jersey Education Department
ests are going to get tougher.

he High School Proficiency Test. By
will be tested. If students flunk, says
iploma.
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“to the Editor

etters

-For the $215 million the proposed Mercer
County incinerator is supposed to cost, we
can get rid of our county garbage without it
at the present, already over the top $117 per
-ton rates for the next 18 to 20 years. -
_Add the $215 million construction cost of
‘the burner to the scheduled tipping fees pro-
posed for it, and getting rid of 20 years -

" And that’s an optimistic estimate. Since

ty library system in the state, proof provided
upon request, you can be sure they won’t .
-rest until they charge us more for solid
‘'waste garbage disposal than anybody else

Alternative to incinerator
. will have to pay.

worth of garbage will cost us $326 million, . who live in the county and who work for
or five mxgllion dollars more per year than it * contractors who expect to work on the burn-
€08ts us now. S o : @r's construction.

<. Whatever few bucks they make on their
‘those wonderful folks in Mercer County gov-
ernment already bring us the costliest coun- - ‘higher county taxes. The sharks of both par-

~ Broad St. will make sure of that.

-ar — and who of us is not? — I view it at an
-aconomic issue. As such, it’s a malodorous

'who lives in New Jersey’s other 20 counties
- Molderglgchae] ‘Angarone’s Aug. 4 let-

ter gives the impression that he views the
incinerator as a political issue. As a taxpay-

deal for everyone involved, including those

temporary gig will quickly be eaten up by
ties who infest the waters at 640 Soqth

Angelo R. Papa
Ewing

Save WZBN

I would like to add my voice to the chorus of voices
protesting the dismantling of WZBN,

Last November I ran for a seat in the New Jersey
State Assembly from the 14th District, which encom-
passes Mercer and of Middlesex County As a
candidate without funds to speak of, I had no means
to get my message to the voters.

the cost of living.

1 feel the city of Trenton, will all its problems ... is
being unreasonable and burdensome to its residents,
who are currently paying too much and getting too
little in exchange.

I am asking, for the benefit of the residents of
Trenton, for this issue to be pursued further and
researched in detail. I am sure this was an oversight
that deserves more reporting on a daily basis than
did Hamilton Township.

BN, by providing a debate format and covering Although I am not a resident of thé city of Trenton, I
candidates’ press conferences, gave voters an oppor- do have ily there. I was born and raised in the city
tunity to see and hear from candidates. and have kept a soft spot in my heart for Trenton.

The fact that I did not win is not relevant to this
debate. What is relevant is that WZBN provides an
important public service to the community.

In this day when we have government by special
interests, for special interests and of ial inter-
ests, because most politicians dance with campaign
finance reform — but never take it home — political

Trentonian, the name of your newspaper bears the
name of the city. Be the ray of hope to the residents
of your city and speak out regarding this outrage.

As for the residents of the city of Trenton, stop and
imagine if the city of Trenton had the efficient man-
agement that has been in Hamilton Township by its
mayor and administration for the past 20 years. 1

cov as presented by WZBN is vital. suppose we can only pray for hope.
Now 15 the time for viewers’ voices to be heard! Armando A. Agabiti
Tina D'Oria Hamilton Township
Hamilton Township :

MNitah Nherictiao



would either Dole or Clinton
on “family values”? They're
n shaky ground.

Jole and his wife, Elizabeth,
s though he’s a model of what
nks the American family man
1 be, it's fair for the Clinton
to point out that Dole divorced
iother of his only child, the
n who nursed him through his
ind difficult war-wound recov.
rriod. They might refer to Eliz-
as “Dole’s second wife.”

ill Clinton holds himself up as
igon of family virtue, it's fair
| opponent to bring up some of
‘harges of infidelity, made
st him in the past,that seem too
rous to be tiction.
+ candidates would be better
ot holding themselves up as
il, all-American family men be-
neither is that and 1 wish they
1 stop competing for who has
108t victims of tragedy on their

dy Rooney is a syndicated col-
st and TV commentator.

s

d Edition

w have a news tip for The
19, call our city desk at the num-
below.

Y 989-5454
PGION ....ooveriinnninsseanens 267-9388%
. 946-6302
OMON eeceennertacsnsrassnrsaas 924-3681
‘erdon and ethers cell collect

tol information

.00 per yesr anywhere in the con-
stal U.8. Other rates svailable
) request. The Times (ISSN 8750-
), is published Monday through
fay, st 500 Perry Street, Trenton,
[ 3 ]

iTMASTER: Send address
'ges to The Times, P.O. Box 847,
ton, N.J. 08605,

', call 398-3277, 9a.m. -4 p.m.
lay 5:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m.

ana disposed of. ‘there, garbage is
dumped, spread out in a layer and
covered with approved backfill ma-
terial.

The {incineration process. works
differently.

First, with the incinerator, Mercer
County will continue to recycle.

Second, material that is not recy-

cled will be disposed of in the re-
source recovery plant. In this pro-
cess everything is reduced to ash.
The ash is a sooty soil-type sub-
stance.
. We must continue to move ahead.
We can no longer continue to use
our valuable land resources as
dumping grounds. We need an effi-
cient alternative method of dispos-
ing of our garbage and the answer is
the resource recovery plant.

Not only will this alternative
method of disposal save our land re-
sources, but It is also more economi-
cal since hauling and dumping fees
would be eliminated.

Needless to say, Marilyn Jose and
the Mercer County Democratic Par-
ty's beliefs are not representative of
the majority of the taxpayers of
Mercer County. We want what is
best for the county and not what is
best for just one group. The re-
source recovery plant is the answer
to our ever-growing garbage prob-
tem.

Armando A. Agabiti
Hamilton Township

Airline
security

1 wonder just how much better
airport security would be if an inter-
national policy were adopted requir-
ing one security person involved in
loading the plane to be chosen at
random just before boarding is com-
plete to ride the departing flight.

There might just possibly be some
incentive to be alert.

Edward Ridgeway
Pemberton Township

August 8 article by Charles Stile:
“Smith: Abortion floor fight Rx for
GOP."” Chris Smith said he “would
welcome a fight on the floor over
the abortion issue.” Why would he
do that?

In my opinion, pro-life organiza-
tions have as members some of the
most enraged and uncaring people 1
bave ever been exposed to. They dis-
regard the rights of U.S. citizens and
people everywhere. I am not politi-
cal, but I know what is good behav-
for and what is unjustifiable. I have
seen pro-life demonstrators who
have harassed women without even
knowing their circumstances. In the
article Chris Smith is quoted as say-
ing, “We need a national debate on
exactly what abortion does to a baby
and what it does to the mother.” We
do need a debate on issues that in-
volve children and mothers.

Let us defend all the little humans
that are in this world now: all the
innocent children who dream some-
day of being desired and loved by a
family who wants them; who feel
the pain of mental and physical
abuse; who are born with AIDS, or
drug addictions.

1 wonder why this pro-life organi-
zation doesn't circulate some of the
millions of dollars it spends on ad-
vertising to feed and clothe aban-
doned children and support adop-
tion agencies to make it easier to
place children with families.

1 have seen too many children
abused by parents who do not want
them. 1 will not argue about when
life begins; I will argue for the aban-
doned children whose hearts are
breaking because nobody is there to
love them or hold them! What about
their rights?

It scares me that the Republican
platform endorses a constitutional
amendment that wouid make abor-
tions illegal in all circumstances.

Deborah Crelin
Ewing Township

of hours for things.” The worried
landlord is the only person in the
article who seems to have respect
for a person's humarf dignity; even
Deputy Police Chief Constance has a
cavalier attitude towards the investi-
gation,

“The killer might be sending a
message,” Constance said. The Times
is sending an even stronger message:;
that the life of a woman — a human
being — is worth less when that per-
son engages in illegal or immoral ac-
tivities. Condemn their acts, please,
but do not sanction their abuse, rape
and murder.

Cuarran Nachbar
Hopewell Township

WZBN provided
needed service

I would like to add my voice to the

chorus of voices protesting the dis-
mantling of WZBN,
. Last November I ran for a seat in
the New Jersey State Assembly in
the 14th District, which encompasses
Mercer and parts of Middlesex Coun-
ty. As a candidate without funds to
speak of, 1 had no means to get my
message to the voters.

WZBN, by providing a debate for-
mat and covering candidates’ press
conferences, gave voters an opportu-
nity to see and hear from all cand}-
dates. .

The fact that | did not win is not
relevant to this discussion. What is
relevant is that WZBN provides an
important public service to the com-
munity.

In this day when we have govern-
ment by special interests, for special
interests and of special interests —
because most politiclans dance with
campaign finance reform but never
take it home — political coverage as
presented by WZBN is vital.

Now is the time for viewers’
voices to be heard!

Tina (Clem) D’Oria
Hamilton Township

We encourage letters to the editor on subjects of public interest. Letters must have a full
name, a handwritten signature and, for verification purposes, list street address and day-
time telephone number. Names will not be withheld from publication. Submissions may be
edited for length and clarity. Address: Letters to the Editor, The Times, 500 Perry Street,
P.O. Box 847, Trenton N.J. 08605. Fax: (609) 394-2819.

DOrs and Americas intetesis. Lhe
president also said: “Whex our inter-
est in the security of our friends and
allies is threatened, we will act with
force if necessary. That is what we
did this morning in Iraq.”

This demands examination.

What interest do we have in the
region? To save their oil for us? It
doesn’t come from there. To protect
the Kurds? We have contributed to
their decimation ourselves, and
when the Turks do it to their Kurd-
ish minority we don't even bother to
slap them on the wrist. Turkish
troops chased Turkish Kurds into
Iraq, we did nothing and said noth-
ing serious. Iranian troops chased
Iranian Kurds into Iraq, we did noth-
ing and said nothing serious. But
when iragi troops enter Iragi territo-
ry to help one faction that has asked
lzrent'hek help, we shoot missiles at
t! .

Who is our friend or ally whose
security is threatened? Iran? We are
still calling Iran the greatest terror-
fstsponsoring nation in the worid
They are still cslling us The Great
Satan. Our allies Saudi Arabia and
Turkey refused to cooperate.

ONE WOULD HAVE to be child-
ishly naive not to see the political
component of the president’s dect
sion. Bob Dole had been needling
him for being soft on Saddam Hus-
sein. President Clinton shut Bodb
Dole up. No one shuts Ross Perot up.
Perot said, “War is not a Super Bowl
event. War is not a place for politi-
clans to create a positive image and
get a bump in the polls.” Sen. Phil
Gramm, R-Texas, was less unkind,
but more earthy. He was also right
on target: “We got no dog in this
tight.”

There will indeed be a price to
pay, and we will pay it. Taxpayers
pay for million-dollar missiles. The
price of gasoline jumped up over-
night, as Iraq's scheduled contribu-
tion to the supply was put on hold.
Our international credibility was
weakened, not strengthened, when
our justification for the attack was
so weak. Our “allies” deserted us in
droves. It was a bad move that won't
even help politically by November.

Otis Pike is a former Democratic
member of the House from New
York. His column is distributed bn
Nerwhonuse Newse Service
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lly last week on behalf of posteri-
cres of rugged Utah desert and
nt. if this is what he means by
we need more of it. Creation of
' National Monument will quash a
1e the nation’s largest known coal
‘he two-year effort of the Utah
:gation to open up this part of the
commercial exploitation. Appro-
his announcement at the Grand
eodore Roosevelt shielded from
wthority of the same law — the
. Mr. Clinton invoked last week.
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CFU, D'”"" \ ter is Carlos Pacheco Ser-

/ yw . 4y /§ "? r:rds banquet committee

ng. A night Spalyie T RERw Times
It is no secret to anyone that Mike

Pappas is pro-life. A principled man
himself, Mr. Pappas resisted calls of
moderation from the party hierar-
chy over the abortion issue. In fact,
he commented once about abortion
during the primary, “1 will concede

However, he is not running on the
proiife platform alone. As Mr. Pap-
pas had said it many times, “If 1
were a one-issue candidate, 1 would
have not won the primary.” Indeed,
we should look at Mr. Pappas’ thor-
ough conservative record. The can-
didate has pledged his support to the
balanced budget amendment, en-
dorsed the notion of a ttf‘:'atl‘ln a::
repeal of the gun-con w, &
bhas stated his opposition to affirma-
tive action.

An informed and an iIntelligent
voter should look at the whole range
of issues being debated and, after

to remember

In the fall of 1995, Mr. Rafael Ro-
driguez, president of We the Peo-
ple/Nuestra Gente, a political (non-
partisan) action committee which
advocates and works for the pro-
gress of the Hispanic community,
proposed the idea of having a ban-
quet to honor those people who had
exemplified the hard work, dedica-
tion and commitment to service that
Mr. Carios Pacheco so unselifishly
molded with over 20 years of total
commitment and dedication. It was
agreat idea. .

On May 4, 1908, We the People/
Nuestra Gente heid the first annual
Carlos Pacheco Service Awards Ban-
quet. The banquet was held in Mr.
Pacheco’s honor, recogniring people
who had committed themseives to
cummunity service,

WZBN a boon
to many seniors

1 would like to point out the im-
portance of WZBN to me and my
family. Many senior citizens
on seeing the activities, world news,
as well as Hamilton and other local
area news. Many seniors are dis-
abled and unabile to go out as they
used t0. These people must get all
their information and enjoyment
from our local station, WZBN. Many
watch “most wanted,” local news,
entertainment and local sports.

Please do not disappoint these
people who desperately need to
watch WZBN datly.

MaryJane Bratis Ruther

Trenton

The writer iz president of the
AARP, Chapter 355 of Trenton.
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Common Causc in New'
was a tireless crusader against
and big money in politics.

Once he decided to run for
gress, Zimmer announced he v
take PAC money because you
win elections without it.

Zimmer did say he would not
money from some groups. But
effort ended two weeks ago °
the GOP National Committee
for anti-Torricelli TV ads.

The ads took advantage of
loopholes created by a US. Sup
Coyrt ruling that permits nat
and state political committees
for ads not controlled by any s;
ing or fund raising limits.

Even if you argue that usin,
national committee is legal and
cal, once a candidate takes the
ey, he or she has no control
who is paying for the campaign.

Candidates who used to say
do not take money from contr
sial groups like the tobacco !
can now take from a !

take m

from the tobaceo lobby.
There is almost no way 0 ru:
public office without being ca
up in some kind of ethics proble

TORRICELL! IS expected ¢
spond to Zimmer's criticism ¢
fundrajser by pointing out that
mer had to fire Mike Francis, b
finance chairman, after he
kicked off the state Sporta Auth
by Gov. Christie Whitman. Frar
under state investigation for a
ating with a mobster.

There Is no evidence that Fr
did anything Hiegal, but the poil
climate dictates otherwise. The
no evidence that either cand
did anything illegal or unethic
return for a political contritn
But if the candidates keep c:
each other crooks, the voters
decide that both are crooks.

How about drafting Bill Br:
for a fourth term?

Jim Goodman covers politic:
the State House for The Times.



sromise of RU-486

the Food and Drug Administration has de-
h abortion pill RU486 safe and effective —
the official approval that’s expected soon —
> end of the bitter controversy over abortion
"ar from it. But it has the potential to curtail
aspects.

o choose abortion by pill rather than by surgi-
and only those who are very early in pregnan-
~ medical supervision still will be essential.
ids can be prescribed, and the patient’s pro-
in any doctor’s office. It won't be necessary to
‘n surgical clinic where protesters can congre-
»atients, doctors and medical staff. The clinics
1; surgical abortions will continue to be the
ity of cases. But the size of the target will be

and worse — by pro-life zealots has taken its
t, in some areas of the country, surgical abor-
rely unavailable to women who want to exer-
utional right to choose. That should change, in
educate themselves about RU486 and begin
privacy of their offices.
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a positive step, but why not get alco-
hol out of sporting-event advertising
first?

Cigarette smoking is analogous to
suicide — people know they are kill-
ing themseives, but they themselves
make the decision to do so. Drunken
driving is analogous to murder. In-
pocent people are murdered every
day by drunken drivers, yet the
president continues to attack tobac-
co companies, saying that tobacco
advertisements are influencing our
youth and should be banned.

Beer commercials dominate sport-
g event advertisements. The same
young audience that sees tobacco
Ads is brainwashed into thinking it’s
cool to drink beer, until they take to
the roads and murder someone else
and/or themselves. In my mind, al-
cohol-related deaths are a much
greater problem in this society than
cigarette smoking.

Which is worse, suicide or mur-
der? 1 don't condone either, but our
priority should be to prevent mur-
der. Mr. President and the rest of
society — get your priorities
straight!

Mark l(;Jipolloui
c amilton
S‘f 29,9¢ Trekenw Times

TKR should
rethink its position

The recently-announced decision
by TKR Cable of Hamilton to severe-
ly cut back on the airing of WZBN
(Mercer Channel 25) greatly disturbs
me.

1 served op the Hamilton Town-
ship Ad Hoc Cable Advisory Com-
mittee and was honored to partici-
pate in that effort along with
committee chair (and former Coun-
cilman) Don Tamutus, then-Council-
man Peter Burkhalter, civic activist
Bill Groom and longtime Council-
man Jack Lacy, as well as several
other fine citizens of our communi-

1 submit that there was never any
indication from representatives of
TKR that our local news and infor-
mation station would be affected.
Councilman Lacy is entirely correct
when he states that a survey of Ham-
ilton residents revealed their desire
for more local programming, not

78688.1313@compuserve.com
Letwrs sent slectronically, like those
sen! by mail, must contain the
writer's name, address, and da
wslephone number. The mail acdress
for letters is :

The Times, P.O. Box 847,
Trenton, NJ 08605.

Jess. Furthermore, TKR'’s plan to air
a six-minute news program that they
would produce is an insult to the
residents of our community. 1 will
wager that this six-minute “news”
broadcast is turned into a marketing
tool for the cable company.

Like Councilman Lacy, I do not
always agree with the views ex-
pressed by WZBN — I consider that
8 good thing and demonstrative of
an independent media.

One last reminder to TKR: ]
learned from my experience on the
Ad Hoc Cable Advisory Committee
that technological change is occur-
ring so fast that we can barely keep
up. In addition to use of the 18-inch
satellite dish, you may well be able
to get programming from the same
outlet that your telephone or com-
puter now uses. Maybe the citizens
of Hamilton should look to new tech-
nologies and comnsider abandoning
the cable system if their feelings
and desires are so unimportant to
the recently refranchised cable pro-
vider.

I TKR does not rethink its posi-
tion on WZBN, I will make sure that
friends and neighbors realize that
they need not be held hostage by a
cable company to get the broadcast
programming that they want.

John D. Kelly
Hamilton Township

Greed over
community interest

In regard to TKR Cable Co. of
Hamiiton choosing greed over com-
munity interest, ] wish t0 comment.

The first problem is that TKR has
no competitor in Hamilton; other-
wise I would drop it and pick up
snother provider. The company
knows this and that is why it is
choosing greed over community in-

100K at no-
operate, an
nopoly. Sn
like a viabl
provider d
people wan.
speak.
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+ March 1 will be contingent, however,
ding a finding to Congress certifying
: “is having a negative impact on the
‘he program, and upon both houses of
t finding. If they don’t approve it, no
1ig funds can be made available until
once again, to the 8 percent rationing
sending delays and restrictions were
)8 appropriations.

iples around the world benefit directly
pplies and family planning services
rnment. Tens of millions more rely on
nefited from U.S. technical assistance.
d the administrative stranglehold im-
18 by extremists in Congress will result
ad births and abortions abroad, as well
tants and women. That’s a high price to
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The DOT has finally acknowl.
edged improvements requested by
the community, and they say they
will monitor construction and abide
by East Windsor Township regula-
tions. However, the DOT is entitled
to take no bows until the process of
acting on realistic input from com-
munity groups is a matter of course.

Kristine E. Floren
Cranhury Township

WZBN
a winner

1 strongly urge TKR to retain
WZBN coverage as it exists at pre-
sent. As a former elected official in
Mercer County, I observed early on
that in the political area WZBN nev-
er played favorites, and it was every-
where getting out the news of local
and county happenings. Residents of
Mercer County need and want to
know what activities are taking
place, what is happening in our
schools, and who is doing good
things.

I can watch a whole bunch of
“other channels” for state and na-
tional news. Nevertheless, they will
not tell me what is going on in my
community. Frankly, let's face it,

nificantly to the quality of life
Mercer County. Please keep it in our
community!

Linda Brenmer Lengyel
Ewing Township

nal programming oOf W4BN It migit
bewortl_lkeepingthechannelon.

Although 1 have contacted TKR
regarding their lack of channels
compared to Comcast for the past
few years they refuse to answer my
correspondence. Other cable sys-
tems offer a lot more channels for a
lot less money. We need more com-
petition for cable service in Hamil-
ton and perhaps TKR would not be
so arrogant toward its subscribers.

John J. Komer
Hamilton Township

| can’t afford
another tax cut

-In the early 1980s we received a 30
percent cut in our income taxes. As
a result, we have a national debt of
$5 trillion. With every dollar we now
pay in income taxes approximately
28 percent (and rising) goes to pay
only the interest on the national
debt. We will be paying this for the
rest of our lives as will our children
and grandchildren.

In New Jersey (as of 1905) we re-
ceived a 15 percent cut in our in-
come taxes. Gov. Whitman received
a savings of $5,501 (The Times, Aug.
22). 1 received s savings of $45. How-
ever, my real estate taxes rose from
$3,305 in 1994 to $4,275 for 190596, A
net loss of $925.

Now Senator Dole is talking about
& 15 percent cut in income taxes.
Please, | cannot afford it.

Harold Blakeslee
Florence Township

ensure that reasonably
accommodate thelr " rell-
gious practices. Passage of this bill
would be a milestone in the protec.
tion of religious liberty. It is support-
ed by a wide range of religious and
civil liberties groups. Congress
should act swiftly to enact this bill
into law,

place or in the performance of du-

ployment opportunities. The pro-
posed legislation draws an appropri-
ate balance between the legitimate
interests of an employer and the
right of an employee to practice his
O ot e Wt
to
Religious Freedom Act into law.

Craig
Andy Kessler
Millburn Township
The writers are chairs, American
Jewish Committee N.J. Political
Activity Committee.

394-2819.
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Reply Comments of
W25AW (WZBN TV-25)
November 20, 1996
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B Ak gatis Kuser School PTA
' ** | 70 Newkirk Avenue
Hamilton Township, N.J. 08629
(609) 890-3750

“Reaching For The Stars”

WE, THE KUSER PTA MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT WZBN, CHANNEL 25. WE ASK THAT
IT CONTINUE TO BE SHOWN ON A FULL TIME BASIS, AND ASK TKR CABLE
COMPANY NOT TO MOVE WZBN TO CHANNEL 8 ON A PART TIME BASICS.
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We the undersigned, strongly urge TKR to keep WZBN on as it presently is.
We All agree that WZBN is much more than a8 news program. WZBN provides
loca! news, community notices, and items that affect our daily lives. WZBN
provides coverage of local sports, area events and really gives a personal
touch to events that touch us all. Mercer's Most Wanted has had a great
success rate and is a2 much needed program. Just the number of fugitives
that have been apprehended shows how valuable this show is (74). The
"Mercer County Update" helps us plan our weekends it also makes us aware
of local groups in our own backyards. Local advertisers get a chance to
speak to area residents and possibly turn them into customers. Local sports
teams get a chance to shine and community groups sometimes get much needed
attention. We don't see enough coverage of local news, WZBN is all we have.
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August 23, 1996

FAX I —— 580 -2 4 78

Darren Belick,

General Manager

TKR Cable Company
2137 Hamilton Avenue
Hamilton Twp., NJ 08619

Re: WZBN Channel 25
Dear Mr. Belick:
We do not want WZBN removed from the TKR Cable Network. [
want WZBN to remain just as it is, a 24 hour a day cable channel.

hael Ve — o -

Thank you.
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Camp OLDEN

CiviL WAR ROUND TABLE

Valiant Spirits Stll Linger

September 5, 1996

To The Management of TKR-Hamiiton,

We the members of Camp Olden Civil War Round Table wish to express our
concern at the possible loss of WZBN, Channel 25, from their current status.

WZBN, with the Mercer County Update, has been, since its inception, a truely
community oriented station in their coverage of local news, sports at ali levels and special
events throughout the area. With their weekly special segments such as “Mercer's Most
Wanted"”, "Moment in Time", and others, they consistently express their commitment to our
community’s safety concerns and our local historical heritage. To lose such a valued
partner in our community would be a shame.

We would like to add our voices to the many others expressing these concerns
and hope that TKR-Hamilton will see fit to maintain WZBN as it is now available, so the
Mercer County community at large may continue to be informed and entertained about
important local matters.

Thank you.
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WZBN VIEWER PETITION

We the undersigned are petitioning the TKR Cable Co. of Hamilton
Twp. to keep WZBN TV-25 on channel 25 of the TKR cable system
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