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ADDex
THE ADVANTAGES OF AUTOMATIC POWER CONTROL IN THE

SHARING BETWEEN FIXED SERVICE AND THE FIXED SATELLITE
SERVICE IN THE 38.6 • 40.0 GHZ BAND

1. INTRODUCTION

The M Star system has been designed to share with both Fixed Service and other Fixed
Satellite Service systems. Under reasonable sharing rules, the M Star and the Fixed
Service can both share this scarce spectrum resource.

The M Star system can share with Fixed Service if the terminals are coordinated This is a
common approach for sharing between FSS and FS systems. Motorola has proposed rules
that would allow sharing without coordination. If a manufacturer would meet the rules, the
equipment could be installed without coordination. Those who do not meet the rules would
be required to coordinate. The choice is theirs.

The sharing rules are such that the existing licenses could meet the rules if they utilized
Automatic Transmitter Power Control. The advantages of Automatic Power Control have
been stated in the TIAIEIA Telecommunications System Bulletin TSBIOF "Interference
Criteria for Microwave Systems" which has been included as Appendix A of this
document.

In Section 4.3.1 on Page 4-10 of this document it states:

«AUlOmatic (or Adaptive) Transmit Power Control (ATPC) is a desirable feature of
a digital microwave link that aUlOmatically adjusts transmitter outputpower based
on path fading detected at the far-end receiver(s). ATPC allows the transmitter to
operate at less than maximum power for most ofthe time. when fading conditions
occur, transmit power will be increased as needed.. ATPC is useful for extending
the life oftransmitter components, reducing power consumption, simplifying
frequency coordination in congested areas, allowing additional up-fade protection,
and (in some radios) increasing the maximum power output (improves system
gain).

2 • Fixed Service Goals in the 38.6 - 40.0 Ghz Bands

Among the goals stated by the Fixed Service advocates in the 38 Ghz band are the
following:

• Cost effective use of spectrum to serve large markets

• High frequency reuse

• High system reliability

It will be shown in the following paragraphs that ATPC will help the Fixed Service meet
their goals.



3. Automatic Transmit Power Control in Digital Links

As stated in Section 1, TSBIO·F states that; "Automatic (or Adaptive) Transmit Power
Control (ATPC) is a desirable feature of a digital microwave radio link that automatically
adjusts transmitter output power based on path fading detected at the radio receiver".

J •1 Link Availabillty will be Increased with ATPC

The link availability goal of the Fixed Service links is 99.999%. This corresponds to only
5.3 minutes per year. Obviously, an equipment failure would immediately cause this
availability goal to not be achieved.

ATPC would reduce the transmit power therefore reducing the stress on a critical part in the
transmitter. At these frequencies, solid state power amplifiers and low noise receivers must
be implemented with expensive Gallium Arsenide MMIC technology. Reducing the
temperature/time profile for these devices dramatically increases their MTBF. Therefore
ATPC will enhance the system reliability. Enhancing system reliability will improve the
link availability.

It well could be that, in the millimeter band for number of years, the availability of the links
could be limited by equipment reliability rather than weather outages.

3.2 Total Life Cycle Cost will be Reduced with ATPC

As stated above, solid state power amplifiers must be implemented with expensive Gallium
Arsenide MMIC technology. Reducing the temperature/time profile will increase the
MTBF and therefore reduce the maintenance cost of an equipment failure.

The receiver design is also simplified as the dynamic signal range at millimeter frequencies
would be reduced by up to 30 dB.

Although incorporating ATPC will increase the hardware cost, the reduced signal dynamic
range of the receiver will reduce the hardware cost. It is estimated that the net increase in
the hardware and installation cost will be less than 2%.

Considering the reduced maintenance cost due to the higher equipment reliability, the total
life cycle cost will likely be reduced.

3.3 Coordination will be simplified by the use of ATPC

Use of ATPC will ease the coordination problem. Interference is caused by in-band signals
and by out-of-band emissions into the adjacent band.

If the Fixed Service Jinks do not use ATPC, the transmitters will have to be sized to operate
with link margins in~excess of 50 dB. These excessive transmitter powers will cause a
severe potential for interference and therefore coordination problems. The use of ATPC
significantly reduces the range over which an in-band signal will interfere with another
Fixed Service receiver.

An even more significant effect of ATPC is on out-of-band spurious into the adjacent
bands. Out-of-band spurious from ATPC transmitters are reduced as the components



nominally operate in the linear mode which also reduces the out-of-band emissions into
adjacent channel receivers. Therefore thhe interference is reduced both by the range effects
and by the reduced out-of-band emissions

3.4 Spectral Emciency is Improved by the Use of ATPC

A result of the reduced range for interference and the reduced out-of-band emissions into
the adjacent channel, the spectral efficiency for high density systems with ATPC is greatly
improved over that which may be achieved without ATPC.

4. Summary and Conclusions

As shown in the above paragraphs, the use of ATPC will enhance the reliability of the
Fixed Service links with a potential for the decrease in life cycle costs. It will ease
coordination and enhance the frequency reuse and therefore the spectral efficiency in the
Fixed Service bands.

The 40/50 Ghz band is the last usable band for wideband satellites. The bands allocated for
satellites below 37.5 Ghz are either fully licensed and utilized or are in great contention for
licenses. The bands above 50 Ghz are effectively unusable for satellite due to the adverse
propagation environment. The only available bands where truly wideband satellites
systems may operate are therefore in the 4O/50Ghz band.



APPENDIX B

A Design Approach for Implementing Automatic Transmitter
Power Control in 38.6-40.0 GHz Fixed Service Equipment

1. Introduction

The following describes an approach for low cost implementation ofA'fPC in millimeter
wave Fixed Service equipment. The approach is very simple and can be implemented at
minimum cost.

2 • Problem Statement:

Provide SO dB of transmit signal level control to maintain link quality in the presence of
rain fades while minimizing interference with other services in the same frequency band.
Typical transmitter output into the antenna would be in the range of +17 dBm to -33 dBm.
Typical modulation types are FSK, OQPSK, and QAM.

3 • Implementation cost:

3.1 Link Quality Estimate and control loop.

This function is implemented with negligible cost in existing systems by use of software to
compare the estimated symbol values to the actual values after forward error correction is
performed. Alternatively, the quality estimate can be done by examining the variance of the
symbols before decoding. The algorithm computes a link quality estimate and sends a
message to the transmitter to adjust it's power level up or down as required to maintain link
quality at a predetermined value.

3.2 Transmitter RF power control.

In the case of non-constant amplitude modulation, the RF power control should be
implemented in a way that does not change the transmit amplifier linearity since that would
degrade the spectral containment of the emission. Power adjustment by the simple
expedient of bias variation on the transmit amplifier is likely to introduce nonlinearity and
distortion. An attenuator can be employed either at the input or the output of the amplifier
without changing linearity.

At the input, a PIN diode attenuator with 3 to 4 sections (diodes) can achieve SO dB range
at low cost. In this case the noise floor of the amplifier must not degrade signal quality
when the signal is attenuated by SO dB. A typical amplifier such as the Litton LMA 415
with 18 dB gain and a noise figure of 9dB results in a very acceptable CIN of 36 dB in a SO
MHz bandwidth.

A PIN diode attenuator at the output requires the transmitter amplifier to deliver about 2 dB
more output power to overcome the minimum loss of the attenuator. This approach is less
desirable since it may cause distortion by driving the amplifier into its compression region
unless the amplifier is upgraded.



The cost of the PIN attenuator and its interface to the data link is less than 2% of the total
material cost of the simplest Fixed Site transceiver.

4 • Motorola Experience with Automatic Power Control In MIllimeter
Wave Terminals

Motorola has incorporated ATPC in its terminals on the Iridium Program which operate at
20 and 30 Ghz. It has also manufactured a point-to-point terminal for the U.S.
Government which operated at 55 Ghz and incorporated a form of ATPC.

There is no question that a competent manufacturer can sucessfully incorporate ATPC into
millimeter wave Fixed Service equipment at a minimum cost. ..
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