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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20004
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RE: Preemption of Local Zoning Regulation of Satellite Earth Stations, I B Docket No. 9:"-:"') and Implementation of

Section 207 of Telecommunications Act of 1996, CS Docket No. 9(tXlCKET ALE COPY ORIGINAL
Dear Mr. Caton:

I am writing in response to the FCC's Report and Further Notice 01 I'roposl'd I{ulemal,ing released on August iI. 1')1)("

which asks for comments" with regard to placement of antennas on l'ommon areas of rent:J1 prnperties. prnpert~· not
within the exclusive control a persnn with an ownership intt'rest, whne a l;ll11munit' assOliation or landlnnl is It'gally
responsible for maintenance and repair and can he liable for failu!"l' tnl'l'rform ils dutil'S prol'erlv," We enclosell six (6\
l'opies of this letter, in addition to this original.

Stewartown Homes is located in Gaithersburg, Maryland. The prnl'erty eonsists 01'94 nnits and serves approximatelv
281 residents. The property is managed by Insignia Financial Group. a dinrsitied real estate husiness and the largest
mnltifamily manager, as well as multifamily owner, in the United States.

Granting persons who do not have an ownership interest in the propt'rty they !"l'nt a pn'snmptivl' right to install a
satellite dish or to demand a community based signal will adversely anert the cllndul't III' our husiness without
justification and needlessly raise additinnallegal issues. We question whether the Commission has the anthnrity til
require us to allow the physical invasion of our property. \Ve must !"l'tain the anthnr'il~' til 1'lInlrol the nse of onr
property, for many reasons.

The FCC should not extend regulations implementing Section 2(17 of till' tl'!ccnmmunil'ations Ad of 1996 to sitnations in
which the viewer does not have exclusive use or control and a direct ownership interest in thl' property where the antenna
is to he installed, used and maintained. There are many factors such as safl'ty. sl'cnrity. al'sthetics, liability, and
insurance costs that a private property owner must consider and managt· on a day-to-day hasis. All of these factors an'
vital to the operation of an apartment community and cannnt he llisrounted or properlv lompl'nsated for on a unifnrm
has is,

The weight or wind resistance of a satellite and the quality of installation llIay lTeate maintenanl'l' prohlems allll--mnn'
importantly--a hazard to the safety of residents, building emilloyees, and passers-hy. Damage to the property caused h'
water seepage into the building interior, corrosinn of metal mounts, or weakl'ning of conlTl'te l'Onld lead tn safety hazards
and very costly maintenance and repair. Slipshod or fanlty contral'tor, rllnld lTl'all' all I;inds III' ,atdy prohll'lns, L""II
good installers cannot guarantee against weather damage.

The technical limitations of satellite technology create prohlems hl~C1lISl' alllll 0111' !"l'sllient, may not he ahle to rcrcivl'
certain services. It is our understanding that satellites arc only positiolled illl'ertain areas. thlls limiting acccss. A
community-type satellite dish or antenna mounted on the roof of 0111' properties is 1101 IIcl'cssarily the answcr hl'CllISl' of
the grcatvariation in condition and quality of roofs, and it mayht~ imprarlil'al and IIlll'l'OIiOmiral to provide sl'rvin' to;1
small universe of potential subscribers.

In conclusion, we urge the FCC to avoid interfering in 0111" relatiollships with our ITsidellts. All of the potential prohlems
we cite will adversely affect the safety and security of ollr properlil's as wl'll as ollr hottom lilll' and property ,"ights.
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