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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

IlC 19 1996

The Honorable Robert E. Andrews
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
506A White Horse Pike
Haddon Heights, NJ 08035

Dear Congressman Andrews:
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Thank you for your letter of November 8, 1996, on behalf of your constituent, Chief Larry
Smashey, Sr., of the Mantua Volunteer Fire Company, Mantua, New Jersey. Chief Smashey
expresses concern that the Commission's recent proposal for developing the initial digital
television (DTV) channel allotments would impact the radio communications of emergency
response units in the Township of Mantua, New Jersey. Chief Smashey's specific concern is that
our proposal to assign DTV stations on channels 18 and 21 in the state of New Jersey, may cause
adjacent channel interference to his operations.

On July 25, 1996, the Commission proposed policies for allotting channels for DTV service and
also provided a draft DTV Table of Allotments (See Sixth Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, MM Docket No. 87-268, FCC No. 96-317, released August 14, 1996). In that
action, the Commission proposed to provide all existing television broadcasters with a second
6MHz channel for digital broadcasting. The Commission's plan for allotment of DTV channels
would maintain the channels currently used for land mobile operations in a number of major
markets, including channels 19 and 20 in the Philadelphia and adjacent New Jersey region. While
our draft DTV Table would provide for use of channel 18 in Secaucus, New Jersey and channel
21 in Vineland, New Jersey, we believe that engineering solutions are available for avoiding
interference between DTV and land mobile operations on adjacent frequencies. At the same time,
we understand the potential for interference between existing land mobile services and new DTV
operations in the Philadelphia/New Jersey region. Please be assured that we are carefully
evaluating all available alternatives for maintaining the interests of land mobile operators as well
as broadcasters as we develop the DTV Table of Allotments.

Thank you again for your interest in this matter. We will also include a copy of your letter in
MM Docket No. 87-268.

Sincerely,

Richard M. Smith
Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
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Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St NW Rm 808
Washington, D.C. 20036-3505
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November 8, 1996

ctCongrr~~ of t1Jr lltnitrb ~tatr~
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Rt>BERT E. ANDREWS
FIRST DISTRleT, NEW JERSEV

Dear Ms. Solheim:

I write to you on behalf of Chief Larry Smashey, Sr., Mantua
Volunteer Fire Company, PO Box 272, Mantua, NJ 08051, who has
contacted my office for assistance. Enclosed please find
correspondence regarding the emergency response units of Mantua
Township, Gloucester County who object to Mass Media Bureau Docket
87-268 in general Docket 96-317. The response units are concerned
that the use of radio frequency by the television industry may
destroy the radio communications of emergency response units.

I would appreciate if you would afford Chief Smashey all due
consideration under the law in his efforts. In addition I would
be interested in receiving your review and reply to this
correspondence so that I may advise him accordingly.

Please forward your response to the attention of my aide, Ms.
Susan Gronek, at 506A White Horse Pike, Haddon Heights, NJ 08035,
(609) 546-5100, Fax: (609) 546-9529. Thank you in advance for
your time and consideration.

Z~::'L-
ROBERT E. ANDREWS
Member of Congress
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MANTUA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY #1

P. O. BOX 272

MANTUA, N. J. 08051

To: Rep. Robert Andrews

F~o~~ L. M. Smashev Sr. Chief
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Oct. 31 ~ 1996

The Emerqency response unIts of the Township of Mantua~

Count. of Gloucester. State of New Jersey. strongly object to
M,.:::.= !'"~ejl"i E:!L1~eau Docket 87-:68 in general Docket 96-317 that
p~·s:ts Cnan"~! ~5 VIneland. and Channel 9 Secacus N. J. to
::,,,~. ',,- sr rret;. frol"': 5':1(1 tc.:- ~1:::' MHZ.

1 ~'~' _. =:~'. CJi t'l<:.'se Rad 1 0 Free. bv the Tel evi si on Industry
,-; '. ,,::1 ',1<'- ~,.". th~ I"i'dlO communications of emergency
r .-r 01'; t Wt',ereb" tr.r,=·atH'~ the Life and Property of

::"" OJ,!? ::Gm,:)~Jr&lt·.. cf MantLla Township and County

i I'~ _:~ r~tp'" CGunt\/ c.:J~.lml\nlcC\tions Center and the
:~r~, ~.t .-- '_''''llt.S con:.)J~tlng of!' 52 Fi,,-e CQ~s.~ 28

..... " ~ r':"~mE'dl= llnlt::,. the County Sheriff"s
',.:, ",' - - ·'r ~ i are.? H"JSP 1 t.7.1::;. and all of the local

! l' :,(.:- t~~:~·r·,c. All thes~ rl~",e Just completed the change
.,,- .- t,,'::" 51"" !"11-1':-. r'~dlr-> frpq . ."It a multi-million dollar... ( .. .. c'" . (~ .... s.

i,._ ::-: ':. -:c... !"l':trtLli: .lcwr,sr.lC Emergency I"esponse Ltnits~

l~ '.' f..P'o,_'-I<:.'. ;U·.,j (-\:nol:L-u,-:-'" t:.'J again replace the radio and
c ' '~. '--':!':';~. vi. ~ 1 tr-' lr, e. tJ'::". cf $100.000.00 dollars. This

,~, •.> r.'-"",=I,=o th'~ E-:lo?rlen::',' resp::-nse units CAN NOT and SHOULD
T : ':.' ;- :- ... ;, -~- [ T r IJ:- -t.,1;:..·[. •

T.q~:: ':',..: tt'r- U:;E' cf ~hese radlO freq. will caLIse
.,', .... '.!<\ l=~.s;· :".li~ '~.c1 "r-op,-~rty due to the interference of
th.' hl::t' ,':1-;"" ':<;I'··'}SlDn transmIssions interrupting

_ o' :',.1'. r ,-'1:: Tr-:'·',-=r;llSSI0n ::If respomding units.
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We the Members of the Mantua Township Emergency Units~

Barnsboro Vol. Fire Co.
Mantua Vol. Fire Co.
Centre City Vol. Fire Co.
Sewell Mutual Fire Co.
Mantua Township Ambulance Squad
Centre City Ambulance Squad
Sewell Ambulance Squad

STPOI·!G~_v F:ECO!'11'1END t hC\t for Life Safet y concerns~ the t,..lse of
the ::(,,) Radio Frea .. be used for the Emergency Response units
·~tlL_Y. ,on a::. to c::mtu1ue the Emergency Service the F'es:.idents
of OU~ Community EXPECT.

n,,""nl Ys~: fer VOLlr cor-,slderation in this matter.

L. M. Sm~shey Sr. Chief
6('(";-468-::::::;5


