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Janet Means,1114/97 5:52 PM,A*DEC Messages to FCC
Date: Tue, 14 Jan 97 15:52:15 CST
From: Janet Means <ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU>
Subject: A*DEC Messages to FCC
To: Benton <benton@benton.org>

TO: Benton

FROM: Janet Poley
President, A*DEC

SUBJECT: Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

Per your request, here is a copy of the messages sent to the FCC
from A*DEC members.

Date: Fri, 10 Jan 1997 17:46:03 -0600
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
From: Ken Bolen <coex005@unlvm.unl.edu>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that the
University of Nebraska strongly supports the need to define
broadcasters' public interest obligations before they receive
their digital licenses. With the growing demand for quality
distance educational programming it is imperative for the U.S. to
be concerned about public interest in digital broadcasting.
Without it, there is very little possibility that educational
demands into the 21stCentury can be appropriately met. Lifelong
learning opportunities are a priority for many citizens and
without appropriate access, a citizen's ability to remain skilled
in a fast changing and competitive workplace will be in jeopardy.
In Nebraska specifically, many people take advantage of a
University satellite distribution system that provides education
and information into the homes of people who are not close to
educational institutions that provide agricultural programming.
It is important that people have access to more than just "fun
and games" type programming, we need to ensure that educational
program delivery will be part of our nation's digital future.
I appreciate this opportunity to share my views.

Sincerely,

Kenneth R. Bolen
Dean and Director
Cooperative Extension Division
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
211 Agricultural Hall
Lincoln, NE 68583-0703
FAX: 402-472-5557
Email: COEXOOS@UNLVM.UNL.EDU

======================================~=============== ===========

From: "Larry Coyle" <ldc@extend.mes.umn.edu>
Organization: Minnesota Extension Service
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
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Date: Thu, 9 Jan 1997 16:20:43 CST6CDT
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268
Reply-To: lcoyle@mes.umn.edu
Cc: adec002@unlvm.unl.edu

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that the Minnesota
Extension Service strongly supports the need to define
broadcasters' public interest obligations before they receive
their digital licenses. It is critical to allocate a portion of
broadcast time in the public interest--particularly for public
education.

Sincerely,

Larry D. Coyle
Distance Education Coordinator and
Professor
Minnesota Extension Service
University of Minnesota
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108
Phone: (612) 625-1952
Fax: (612) 625-2207
E-mail: lcoyle@mes.umn.edu

=================================================================

Date: Thu, 09 Jan 1997 07:37:25
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
From: Karen Craig <heed002@unlvm.unl.edu>

I want to share with you my concern about Mass Media Docket No.
87-268. The College of Human Resources and Family Sciences has
been offering an M.S. degree via distance for several years. It
is imperative that the U.S. maintain strong support for the
public interest digital broadcasting. Without it, it becomes
very difficult for educational units to provide learning
experiences for students in society. The demands of an
information society make it essential that continuing education
be available to workers throughout society. Higher education can
and must provide educational experiences. Your support of public
interest in digital broadcasting is essential to a strong
society.

Thank you for your consideration.

Karen E. Craig
Dean, College of Human Resources and Family Sciences
University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, NE 68583-0800

=================================================================

Date: Thu, 9 Jan 97 13:45:53 MST
To: <dtvallotments@fcc.gov>
Cc: <adec002@unlvrn.unl.edu>
From: "Jack Dallas" <JDallas@vines.ColoState.EDU>
Subject: Comments on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

Printed for kevin!@benton.org (Kevin Taglang)
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Janet Means,1114/97 5:52 PM,A*DEC Messages to FCC
This message is to inform the Federal Communications commission
that Colorado State University Cooperative Extension strongly
supports the need to define broadcasters'public interest
obligations before they receive their digital licenses.

Digital broadcasting services offer exciting new frontiers for
efficiency and creativity in information delivery and distance
education. It is vital, then, for the United States to retain
concern for the public interest in digital broadcasting. Without
this, there is little possibility that education, the highest
priority need of the 21st century, will reach those most in need
of creatively-delivered educational opportunities of all kinds.

Sincerely,

Jack Dallas
Information Technology Coordinator
Outreach Communications and Technology
Colorado State University Cooperative Extension
Fort Collins, Colorado 80523

=================================================================

Thu, 9 Jan 1997 10:26:58 -0600
From: littredr@ext.missouri.edu
Date: Thu, 09 Jan 97 10:21:34 cdt
To: fancherd@ext.missouri.edu
Subject: draft for FCC, per your request

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC

RE: Input on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that The
University of Missouri-Columbia strongly supports the need to
define broadcasters' public interest obligations before they
receive their digital licenses. As we move to long distance
learning, using digital broadcasting to serve the public good is
a major key to the future. Students of all ages, including
adults participating in lifelong learning, need access to
broadcast sources. We trust that you will make sure that the
public interest is served as part of the licensure process.

Sincerely,

Donald W. Fancher
Vice Provost

=================================================================

Date: Thu, 9 Jan 1997 08:13:52 -0800
From: fannow@ccmail.orst.edu (Wayne Fanno)
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket 87-268
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov

This message is to inform the FCC that Oregon State University
strongly supports the need to define broadcasters' public
interest obligations before they receive their digital licenses.
As we look at the growing need for distance delivery of education
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Janet Means,1114/97 5:52 PM,A*DEC Messages to FCC 4
programs and classes, I am afraid that the most important use for
this new technology will take a "backseat" to games and
entertainment. Please weigh the educational needs when
considering licensure. Thank you.

Wayne L. Fanno
Distance Delivery Coordinator
Agricultural Education and General Agriculture
Oregon State University
137 Strand Ag Hall
Corvallis, OR 97331-2202
Phone: (541) 737 - 5 904
Fax: (541) 737-2256
E-mail: fannow@ccmail.orst.edu

=================================================================

Date: 9 Jan 1997 11:55:55 -0600
From: "Foil Rodney" <foil@acad.cvrn.msstate.edu>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268
To: "adec002@unlvrn.unl.edu" <adec002@unlvrn.unl.edu>,

"dtvallotments@fcc.gov" <dtvallotments@fcc.gov>

The purpose of this message is to let you know that the Division
of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine at Mississippi
State University strongly supports the need to define
broadcasters' public interest obligations before they receive
their digital licenses. Since we are a somewhat rural state,
this means of broadcasting can greatly enhance our opportunities
to deliver quality educational programs to people with varied
needs. Delivering high quality educational programs to more
Mississippians is a high priority for us as we end this century
and move into the new century.

Thanks for your consideration of this request and we look forward
to a positive response.

Rodney Foil, Vice President
Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine
Mississippi State University

================================================================

Thu, 09 Jan 97 11:36:19 CST
X-Sender: ADEC006@UNLVM.UNL.EDU
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
From: "Erik C. France" <ADEC006@UNLVM.UNL.EDU>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

With the change to Digital Television just around the corner, I
think we need to be very careful about how we proceed with this
venture. I fear that the government and industry may try to move
too quickly just to be able to say the United States has DTV.

Primarily, I wonder about the ability of DTV to continue to serve
the public's interest. Currently, there is no definition of what
"in the public interest" means, and with the advent of DVT and an
unlimited amount of data that can be transmitted, who is to say
that the public will continue to be served?



Janet Means,1/14/97 5:52 PM,A*DEC Messages to FCC

I would like to see the FCC define what broadcasters' public
obligations are BEFORE these broadcasters are allowed to apply
for their digital broadcast licenses. How much time per day (or
week) should be devoted to children's programming? How do we
calculate that when, with DTV, a broadcaster can transmit several
Standard Definition programs at once? This is only one aspect
that needs to be defined, and many others are as important and
worthy of discussion.

It is extremely important that we keep public interest in mind as
we talk about the possibilities and the capabilities of new
technology. After all, the public will be the ones that have to
buy new television sets; will be purchasing the programming; will
hook their computers into the system; etc. The public is the
enduser that we need to be concerned about, and we need to
remember to keep them in mind as we make decisions about our
future.

Sincerely,

Erik C. France

=================================================================

Date: Fri, 10 Jan 1997 09:27:00 -0500 (EST)
From: Phil Hoy <PHOY@A1.PSUPEN.PSU.EDU>
Subject: commenting on Mass Media docket No. 87-268
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
Cc: adec002@unlvm.unl.edu, Phil Hoy <PHOY@A1.PSUPEN.PSU.EDU>

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that Penn State
Cooperative Extension Lawrence County strongly supports the need
to define broadcasters' public interest obligations before they
receive their digital licenses.

To create leaders of the future we need to educate children of
today. Children like to watch television frequently. We should
present children with educational programs rather than sex,
violence, and disrepect for others.

Sincerely,

Phil Hoy
Lawrence County 4-H

=================================================================

To: <ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU>
From: "Kirvin Knox" <KKnox@vines.ColoState.EDU>
Resent-From: "Kirvin Knox" <KKnox@vines.ColoState.EDU>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

This is to notify you, the FCC, that we strongly support the need
to define broadcasters' public interest obligations before they
receive their digital licenses. It is critical that the FCC/USG
continue to exercise leadership in the definition of
broadcasters' public interest obligations. It is imperative that
access to education resources be open and affordable. If we
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anet Means,1I14/97 5:52 PM,A*DEC Messages to FCC
are to reach those in need to maintain global competitiveness,
broadcasters will have to play a role and serve the public
interest by ensuring access and use for educational purposes.

=================================================================

Date: Fri, 10 Jan 1997 14:53:51 -0700 (PDT)
From: "Frank Leibrock" <fleibroc@ceres.agsci.colostate.edu>
Reply-To: fleibroc@ceres.agsci.colostate.edu
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov, adec002@unlvm.unl.edu
Subject: Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

Colorado State University Cooperative Extension is very
interested in the need for broadcasters to commit to meeting
their public interest obligations before they receive their
digital licenses.

As the outreach arm of the Land Grant University System,
Cooperative Extension is heavily engaged in distance education
and learning. We have in place in many of our county offices
satellite systems capable of receiving the transmissions. We
strongly encourage you to require broadcasters to join with us in
extending life-long learning to a population evermore in need of
such.

Thank you for your favorable consideration.

Sincerely,

Frank R. Leibrock
Staff Development
CSU Cooperative Extension
231 Aylesworth Hall, NW
Fort Collins, Co. 80523
Phone (970) 491-2811
FAX (970) 491 - 5108

=================================================================

Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268
Date: Thu, 9 Jan 97 12:28:39 -0900
From: Bret Luick <ffbrl@aurora.alaska.edu>
To: <dtvallotments@fcc.gov>, <adec002@unlvm.unl.edu>

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC I strongly support
the need to define broadcasters' public interest obligations
before they receive their digital licenses.

I oversee various aspects of food and nutrition education within
the Alaska Cooperative Extension at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks. Overall, the public pays for all broadcasting and I
believe that some of the content should directly relate to the
health and wellbeing of the public. The media is an excellent
means to apprise the public of educational opportunities that
could favorably affect themselves and their families for a
lifetime.

Sincerely,

Bret Luick

Printed for kevint~benton.org (Kevin Taglang)
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Janet Means,1114/97 5:~~ PM,A*DEC Messages to FCC

=================================================================

To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
From: DARLENE MARTIN <NERC010@UNLVM.UNL.EDU>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

Comment on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

As a Ph.D., Registered Dietitian and University of
Nebraska Extension Nutrition Specialist, I know how essential
education through vehicles such as digital television will be.
Nutrition is a major public health issue and I strongly support
assurances that a definition of public interest would
allow/include programming related to this very important area. I
am in direct contact with the "public" who wants and needs such
programming."

Darlene Martin, PhD,RD/LMNT,CFCS
University of Nebraska Extension Nutrition Specialist
Northeast Research and Extension Center
P.O. Box 111
57905 866 Road
Concord, NE 68728-0111
Phone: 402-584-2814; Fax: 402.584.2859;
E-mail: nerc010@unlvm.unl.edu

============~===================================================

Date: Thu, 09 Jan 1997 11:44:44 -0500
From: George Mays <GMays2@aes.gw.utk.edu>
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that The
University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service
strongly supports the need to define broadcasters' public
interest obligations before they receive their digital licenses.

It is important for the U.S. to retain concern about public
interest in digital broadcasting and that without this, there is
very little possibility that education-the highest priority
need for the 21st century-will reach those most in need of
creatively delivered educational opportunities of all kinds.

Sincerely,

George Mays

George Mays (Electronic Media Specialist)
Professor of Broadcast Communication
University of Tennessee
P. O. Box 1071
Knoxville, TN 37901-1071

FAX: 423-974-9433
Internet: gmays@utk.edu
Phone: 423-974-7141
==========================================

Printed for kevint(g>1>~l:!ton.org (Kevin Taglang)
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=================================================================

From: "Craig Wood" <cwood@ca.uky.EDU>
Organization: UK College of Agriculture
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
Date: Thu, 9 Jan 1997 09:13:26 +0000
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that Department of
Agricultural Communications at the University of Kentucky
strongly supports the need to define broadcasters' public
interest obligations before they receive their digital licenses.
As an institution of higher learning we are trying to deliver
educational opportunities to all citizens of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky and without public interest obligations by broadcasters
our ability to deliver such opportunities in an affordable
fashion would be severely hindered. Without public interest
obligation in digital braodcasting there is very little
possibility that education - the highest priority need for
the 21st century - will reach those Kentuckians most in need of
creatively delivered educational opportunities of all kinds.

Sincerely,

Craig H. Wood
Coordinator of Distance Learning Programs
College of Agriculture
(606) 257-6872

=================================================================

Date: Fri, 10 Jan 1997 12:19:05 -0500
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
From: pew2@cornell.edu (Peter Wright)
Subject: Mass Media Docket No. 87-268
Cc: adec002@unlvrn.unl.edu

Dear FCC,

I think that you all should make broadcasters' commit to a large
public interest share before they get their digital licenses.
The more we can get information especially educational
information to americans the better america we will have. You are
in business to look out for the publics concerns not the
broadcasters. I trust you will do so. Thank you for your time.

Pete

=======
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Peter Wright
Animal Waste Specialist
Cornell Cooperative Extension
306 Riley-Robb Hall
Ithaca, NY 14853

voice: 607-255-2803
E-mail: pew2@cornell.edu

=========================================================================
Janet Means
Executive Assistant
A*DEC
University of Nebraska Ph. : (402) 472-7000
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C218 Animal Science
Lincoln, NE 68583-0952

Mes~ages to FCC
FAX: (402) 472-9060
E-mail: ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU
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Date: Wed, 15 Jan 97 12:52:31 CST
From: Janet Means <ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268 (fwd)
To: Benton <Benton@benton.org>

Here is another copy of a message sent to the FCC from an A*DEC member.

Date: Wed, 15 Jan 1997 10:35:10 -0700
To: dtvallotments@fcc.gov
From: egsander@ag.Arizona.EDU
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268
Cc: adec002@unlvm.unl.edu

The College of Agriculture at the University of Arizona strongly supports
the need to define broadcasters' public interest obligations before they
receive their digital licenses. The College of Agriculture at the
University of Arizona has a broad educational mission via our Cooperative
Extension service to deliver information and courses using digital
technology. We believe that before broadcasters are given digital licenses,
they should be required to allocate a specific amount of time for public
interest/educational purposes. Without this there is a strong possibility
that education, the nation's highest priority for the 21st century, will not
be well served.

Eugene G. Sander
Vice Provost and Dean
College of Agriculture
University of Arizona
P.O. Box 210036
Tucson, AZ 85721-0036

=========================================================================

Janet Means
Executive Assistant
A*DEC
University of Nebraska
C218 Animal Science
Lincoln, NE 68583-0952

Ph.: (402) 472-7000
FAX: (402) 472-9060
E-mail: ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU
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Date: Thu, 16 Jan 97 08:15:15 CST
From: Janet Means <ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268 (fwd)
To: Benton <benton@benton.org>

The following is another copy of the message sent to the FCC from an
A*DEC member:

Date: Wed, 15 Jan 1997 14:55:00 -0500 (EST)
From: Mercer County <MERCER@A1.PSUPEN.PSU.EDU>
Subject: Commenting on Mass Media Docket No. 87-268
To: adec002@unlvrn.unl.edu
Cc: Mercer County <MERCER@A1.PSUPEN.PSU.EDU>

The purpose of this message is to tell the FCC that Penn State Cooperative
Extension in Mercer County, Pennsylvania strongly supports the need to define
broadcasters' public interest obligations before they receive their digital
licenses. The importance of educational programming through distance education
networks will be more and more important in the future and the infrastructure
needs to be protected and guaranteed. We are concerned about and want to
enhance public interest in digital broadcasting. Without this, there is very
little possibility that education -- the highest priority need for the 21st
century -- will reach those most in need of creatively delivered educational
opportunities of all kinds.

Sincerely,

Barry C. Nelson
County Extension Director

/ka

=========================================================================

Janet Means
Executive Assistant
A*DEC
University of Nebraska
C218 Animal Science
Lincoln, NE 68583-0952

Ph.: (402) 472-7000
FAX: (402) 472-9060
E-mail: ADEC002@UNLVM.UNL.EDU
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Date: Tue, 21 Jan 1997 20:31:56 -0500 (EST)
From: uid no body <nobody@periplum.cdinet.com>
Reply-to: aecurrin@hamlet.uncg.edu (Alexander Eddie Currin, Jr.)
Subject: Docket 87-268 Comments

aecurrin@hamlet.uncg.edu (Alexander Eddie Currin, Jr.) sent the following:

I am writing to express my support for defining
broadcasters' public interest obligations before being
granted digital television licenses.

I support the Benton initiative to define broadcasters'
public interest obligations in the digital age.

University of North Carolina at Greensboro

Server protocol: HTTP/1.0
Remote host: citilab2.uncg.edu
Remote IP address: 152.13.39.226

Printed for kevint@benton.org (Kevin Taglang)
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IV. Conclusion

The Commission should respond to the concerns voiced in the comments above and by other

commenters in this proceeding. The Commission should initiate a proceeding that defines the

public interest obligations of public broadcasters in the era of digital television. This proceeding

should be completed before broadcasters receive digital broadcast licenses.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Taglang

Benton Foundation
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