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Dear Commissionersj

We understand that the FCC ruling regarding closed captioning
for the Hearing Impaired is bringing television programming closer
to the reality of accessibility than before. We are grateful for
this. However, we must march forward in the same way on behalf of
the millions (approximately 31 million) visually challenged people
in our country who can presently not access television programming
in the sa.me way as sighted people. This in accessibility prevents
us and our clients from having a full life with equal access as our
sighted neighbors and friends.

This letter is tl:;> let you know' that as a member of the
Advisory Counsel for TheatreVision we stand together looking
forward to your recognition of the work of TheatreVisionls founder
Helen Harris and the great work that now holds such hope and
promise for all of our individual communities across the nation.
Helen has been able to create a relationship with the motion
picture industry and is beginning to provide theater accessibility
for motion pictures through TheatreVisionsls accessibility
description techniques.TheatreVision also has a great track record
in innovative descriptions of television programming.

We ask you to strongly consider the need for audio-description
for television programming for the Blind and Visually-Challenged,
and to know that we a.re looking forward to having it on many
programs very soon.

SincerelYI -

S~in~~ll Dept. P/T Blind
VA School FIT Deaf and FIT Blind
P.O. Box 2069
Staunton, VA 24402
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motion pictures, television and live performances described for the blind and partially sighted

fEJ 11 1997
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January 13, 1997

Commissioner Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street, Northwest
Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Conunissioner Hundt:

Via Fax 3 Pages

I learned today that America's role in disseminating information to the blind is worse than I
thought. I was told that I should look in the Federal Register for infonnation on whether or not
people like me who are blind will be allowed the privilege of seeing television just like the rest
of the world. Well, I was certainly taken by surprise. I sat back and tried to remember what it
was like in eighth grade under Sister Eucharetta at Transfiguration School in Philadelphia, Sister
Mary Michael's history class or the third year of high school in West Catholic Girl's High
School. Somehow. the word Federal Register didn't ring a bell with me. I guess those nuns didn't
make a big enough impression on me; never the less, I am here in Los Angeles creating audio
description. better knov.n in this area as TheatreVision for motion pictures, live shows and
television programming.

I suppose those wonderful years in Catholic elementary school have brought me to a degree of
tolerance and persistence as well as great grammar in English enabled me to audio-describe
wonderful scripts for movies like Forrest Gump; Pocahontas; Braveheart: The American
President; Batman Forever,' Twister,' M;ssion Impossible; and 25 other major motion pictures. I
suppose they also gave me a talent {or acquiring not only writing, producing, creating and
directing ability, but a knack for talent coordinating which allows these wonderful people to
support my efforts.

I am writing this letter. as I have many letters in the past, to tell you about the need to audio­
describe television and other programming for 3I million blind people who might believe that
this is not possible for them. so perhaps as individuals, they have never asked. That's why I am
here - to ask, to do and to get the job done. I have been successful with this very difficult process
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in Los Angeles movie theaters. I have been successful with it on television and I have been
successful with it on live shows, Now, I have to be successful with the FCC, although I am not
sure why.

Television sets sit in living rooms all over the United States and the world and put out
programming that someone decides will be there. Television manufacturers distribute and sell
television sets to anyone and every'one who will buy them. They come in all sizes and shapes,
with all kinds of remotes and gadgets and enticing ways to make the American public want to
purchase. Therefore, I have come to the conclusion that blind people should start throwing away
their television sets or to "use them one quarter of the time" unless the networks and the
television manufacturers would like to make a special price for the blind because it's my opinion
if they only Ildeliver a fraction of the message and use the set a fraction of the time" then they
should pay a fraction ofthe price.

I'm sure you understand this argument and what I am trying to say. This letter is sent to you
hurriedly, because I understand the "Sunshine period", whatever that is, is soon ending and I
want to request a meeting with you so that you understand how important audio-description is for
the blind in our country and elsewhere. Under separate cover I will be sending you more
material.

Sincerely,

Helen Harris
President and Founder

P.S. The American Teacher Awards can be heard by your clients on the Cable Radio Network.
Although we are sending it to the Keystone Radio Satellite, we will now know for a few day if
any other radio station or local network is going to deliver. The American Teacher Awards is a
wonderful Disney program, but we found that the Disney Channel was unable technically to
deliver our description one the SAP ChanneL However, I have found a way to do it via radio and
this is the first grassroots attempt to convince the television networks, cable and direct TV
channels that the National Academy of Audio Description and TheatreVision are hear to stay..
Thanks for your help.
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National Eye and Retinal Transplant Foundation
Dedicated to the Restoration and Preservation of Eyesight

Founding TheatreVision
T

"© Committee

Army Archerd
W8nd~Finerman
Mary Ann Grasso
Sherry Lansing
Barty London

Unlva",lly of Alabama at Binningham
OCular Dl$ease and Low VI.lon ServIce

University of Alabama at Birmingham
Low Vision Patient Care

Alabama WLRH Radio Reading Servlee

American Foundation for the Blind

Arkanus State Library
Arkansas Regional Library for the Blind

The Blind & Visually Impaired Center
California

California Community Blind Center

State of Colorado
Colorado School for the Blind

Alabama Department of Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation Services to the Blind

Colorado Families of the Blind, Ine.

Northern illinois University
Programs in Vision

Western Illinois Unlverslry
W1UWMlIUW Radio Information Service
Director

Mary Bryant Home for the Visually
Impaired
Illinois

Unive/'Sily of KentuckY
KentuckY Deaf Blind Project

Manitoba Blind Sport Association

National Braille Press Inc., Massachu5ett5

K-R-E-S-G-E Eye Institute
Low Vision Service, Michigan

Mississippi State Unive~ity'

Burns Clinic
Department of Ophthalmology, Michigan

North Carolina Department of Human
Resources
Division of Services for the Blind

Pennsylvania Guiding Light for the Blind

Overbrook School for the Blind,
Pennsyillania

Low Vision Clinic
A United Way Agency, Texas

Recording for the BlInd & Dyslexic.
Tennessee

Utah State University

Vermont Association for che Blind Rnd
Visually ImpaIred

Department of Veterans AffaIrs,
Washington. D.C.

Penny Marshall
Gerald Molen

Vin SCUlly
Joel Sill
Joel Silver

TheatreVision
T

.,@ Support Agencies

The State of 'Nyomlng
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

Alabama Department of RehabilitatIon

LIghthouse of Sroward County, Florida

Tampa lighthouse for the Blind, Florida

Deicke Centers for Visual Rehabilitation,
illinois

Southern illinois Talking Book Center

Illinois School for the Visually Impaired

Gary Community School Corp.• Indiana

Southwestern Jefferson County Schools
Indiana

Kansas State School for the Blind

Kentucky School for the Blind, Kentucky

Lowell Association for the Blind
Massachusetts

Audio Journal, Massachusetts

Abbott Northwestern Hospital, MInnesota

Vision Enrichment Services, MIchIgan

State of Montana
[)epa""'.nt of Public Health & Human
Svcs.
Blind and low Vision Services

National Federation of the Blind

New Mexico State Library

Helen Keller Services for the Blind
New York

National Association for Visually
Handicapped, New York

Metrollna Association for the Blind, Inc.
North Carolina

South Carolina State LIbrary

Prevent Blindness, Tennessee

Hermann Ey.e Center
University of Texas· Houston Medical
School

West Texas Lighthouse for the Blind,
Texas

San Antonio Lighthouse, Texas

Prevent Blindness. Texas

WIF89 Public Radio
Virginia Tech Radio Reading Service

Commonwealth of Virginia· Department
for the Blind

Scripps Memorial Hospitals
Merlcos Eye Institute. California

GarySlnese
Oliver Stone
Steve Tisch
Tim Warner
Robert Zemeckis

State LIbraI")' of louisIana

Radio Reading ServIce
Western and Central Montana

Atlantic ProvInces Special Education
Authority
NovaSeotia

California Department of Education

The SeC\.uoia Brailfe TranscrIbers
California

Families of the Blind. Inc.
Colorado

Department of Public Health and Social
ServIces
Guam

low Vision Clinic
State of HawaII

illinois Center for Rehabilitation and
Education

The Chicago l.ighthouse for People Who
Ar. Blind
or Visually Impaired

The Guild for the Blind
illinois

Western Kansas Talking BQo"'~

The Mississippi Council ofthe Blind

Jackson Chapter, Mississippi Council of
the Blind

In Touch Networks, Inc.
New York

WXXI Reachout Radio, New York

The Akron Blind Center and Workshop,
Ine.
Ohio

Oregon Commission 'or tho Blind

Guiding Light for the Blind
Pennsylvania

Overbrook School for the Blind
Pennsylvania

Biblioteca RegIonal para Clegos
V Flslcamente Impedido$ de Puerto Rico

RAAC, Cuebec

South Carolina School for the Oeaf and
the Blind

Tennes5ee Department Human Services ­
Blind Services

Tennessee Rehabilitation Center

Vision Rehabilitation Service
Mass8chusetb Eye and Ear Inflnnary

The LighthoU$e, Wa$hlng'ton
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J:muary 17, 1997

De.ar Commtssion.ers.

As a member of the Thcatr~Vi!'iol1s Advisory Committee, I am writing ill support of
TheutreVision which hopes to make t'he FCC aware;: or the need to bring ac-cessiblc television
and movies to the visually impaired through audio description.

OW' United \Vay agency, the Metrolina Association for the Dlind. has a free library which
sends described video n'lovios for the visually impaired directly to the homes of our clients.
Reports from the clients arc that the)' can firially tU1dcrstand the full plot of the movie whhout
interrupting fm11i!y and friend's enjoyment by getting the unspoken action described. Also.
this allow~ them to watch movie;; when they live alone. Other than these described movies,
there is only an occasional described pn)gram availttble on public television for the visually
impaired, The majorit), of the programming remains im.lc\:.e.ssible .

Please remember that all people, even those with disabilities: want to fully cnjo)' the benefits
of movies and television programming. I urge you. on behalf of MAB and all of OUT visually
impaired clients, to support this endeavor.

Sin(;('rcIy,

lOJJAR Pull-u.o.,~
Mrs. Laura Park·Leach, M.rel.
Dir~ctor, PAR

/
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Services to the Blind and Physically Handicapped .
Kristi Gordon, librarian 'L~~

, l" ~'.", .

Dear Commissioners,

I understand that the FCC ruling regarding closed captioning for the hearing imPaired is bringing
television programming closer to the reality ofaccessibility than before. We are grateful for this.
However, we must march forward in the same way on behalfofthe approximatel}i 31 million

. I

visually challenged people in our country who can presently not access television programming in
the same way as sighted people. This inaccessibility prevents our clients from ha"iing a full life with
equal access as our sighted neighbors and friends.

Helen Harris, the fOWlder ofTheatreVision, has been able to create a relationship 'fith the motion
picture industry and is beginning to prOVide theater accessibility for motion picturt1s through
TheatreVision's accessibility description technique. TheatreVision also has a great track record in

. I

innovative descriptions of television programming. For instance, the American Te~cher Awards will
air January 23, 1997 with the cooperation ofthe Walt Disney Company and Theatr~Vision because
ofthe strenuous persistent efforts and the generosity ofthe people volWlteering theJ.r talented voices
to the TheatreVision description. The American Teacher Awards will be delivered! via radio satellite
to the visually challenged on January 23, 1997 at 8:30 p.m. Los Angeles time via Qable, radio and
the Keystone satellite. TheatreVision has asked radio stations across the country tQ carry the
broadcast into our neighborhoods as well. In the past, the Academy Awards, the Eyes ofChristmas
television program and the description ofthe Paralympics have brought audio-description
accessibility available to the blind; however, technology prevents if from being a r~gular service for
the visually challenged. !

i
I

We ask you to strongly consider the need for audio-description for television progr4mming for the
blind and visually challenged and to know that we are looking forward to having it pn many
programs very, very soon. .

Sincerely,

~'~

Kristi Gordon
Librarian

I

I I
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This letter is to let you know 1h:u as ~ member of the Advisory Counsel (or The:ltNVision,
YofC stand to~<:ther tooking forward to your recognition of the work ofThe:1U'CVision' 5

founder Helen H:mis and the gre~t work thnt now holds such hope ;nd promise Cor <111 of
our individu~l communities :lcross the ftAtion. Helen hu been Able to create Q relationship
with the motion picture industry ~d is beQiMing to provide sbeatet accessibility (or motion
picrures through The:lU'eVision's ~eeessibi1ity description technique, ThcatreVision~
has ;l g~:tlt truck record in iMov~tive du~riptions oftelevision programmina, For in.SU1nCC.

the Amirican TeacheI' A\lIt»dJ will air J~WJlY 23, t997 oMd\ \he cooperu1ion oCthe Wo.It
Disney Company and TheatreVision bec:wse oftile stm\uOU$ persiStent efforts fmd the
ienerosity ofthe people volunteering their talented voices to the 1"keATnVision description.
The Ame,icDn TCUIChe1' A\flQl'ds win be delivered via rouilo satellite to me visually
challenged on JanlWY 23. 1997 at 8:30 p.m. Los Angeles time via cable, radio and the
Keystone satellite_ The:ltreVisiorl has asked radio stations =CIS the COWltry (1,000 or
them). to C:lnY the brotl.d~:1St into oUt neighborhoods as well. In the past, the Acndemy
Awards. (three ye:l!S in Q row). The: Eyes of Christmas television provsm o.nd the
de~cription of the P:lrnlympks have brought audio-description :lec:essibility ~njlQ,b{s to sh,
lilind; however. technology ~re\'ents it from being:1 regutu service for the Ylsul111y
challt!nged.

We osk you to strongly consider the need for lludio-description for television prosrnmming
for the blind and visuany.ch~lenged a.nd to know that we :llC lookina fot'v~d to hnving i[

01\ m:lnY progr::ams vCr)'. very soon.
•
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NORTHERN

ILLINOIS

UNIVERSITY

DEPAJlTMENT OF

EovcATIONAL

PsvaIOLOGY.

CoVNSI:LING. AND

Srr..cIAL EDUCATION

Mr. Reed E. lhmdt
Chainnan
Federal Communication Division
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Mr. Hundt,

FES 1 f 1997

fHjEroo.l::I)M!~HJi\lICAnOI¥,S Cr!MM1$i!C,
OFFIGf Of SECRFP\fN

Re: TheatreVision

DEKALB. ILUNOIS

60115-2867

DuARnaNT CHAIR

(815) 753-8420

SPECIAL EDUCATION

(815) 753-8422

EDUCATIONAL PS'tCHOLOGY

(815) 753-8426

I am writing to urge you to support the concept of TheatreVision in order that
the many millions of blind and visually impaired Americans can enjoy movies
and television as do their sighted counterparts. I am absolutely certain that you
know that many, many movies and television shows have been captioned for
the benefit of hearing impaired persons. ThoSe of us who are visually
impaired would like to be treated in the same manner. That is, we would like
our needs met in this regard also. TheatreVision will accomplish that very
laudable goal. Therefore, we need your support for the widespread
implementation of the concept.

CoUNSELING

(8I5) 753-1461 Thank you very much for your support.
INFORMATION

(815) 753-0657

FAX
(815) 753-9250 J

Sinc~relY' 7 ~

,'/, /, fl. ",,1~
I \.Cl'..P'~_

. aylen pperman, d. DW
Profes / and Coordinator
Programs in Vision
Faculty of Special Education

GK:jd
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
DepllUD.a& of IduClliollal P"c!lolog. COUDI.UDr, and 8p.clallducaUoD
De Kalb, It 80116

FAX (815) 163·9250

If you ha,. qUI.Uou CODClra1DI WI truamlttal, ,leue caD the Dep&l1mlatal rAI
Operator at (816) 753-8433.

Dlte:

FAX TraulDlttal Number: _

Dtflct Tel UU5J 753- 3'y53

M888&18: _

fbi IDtanudoa _tallied La &.b1I r&Cl1m1J. DItIIII.11 IJIIl,maq PI'f1'UtItd ud coalldldal bIIonIIattoD IJItllded oal, tor tbe
111. d. tb.1DdIYldual or 18_....daboYl. It til. nader 01 dt1a......11.0& Uti "".ftd rteIPttD" or Ute ....1".. or areat
rllpoulble to de11ter " to tIlIlDtftded reelpllat. lOU are berebJ Dotlfted Ulat 11I1 dlIIemlD&tloQ, tllltrtbuUoa. or copJlar of·W.
eom.aldeaUoa Illtrletl, problblt.4. If ,aa ban ree.'nd tIdJ cOlluDaD1cat1a. III .rror, pleu. Immedlate" DOUIy UI by

lel.pbaal ud returll the artetall m• ..,. to u at thl abote addrell Yra the U.S. Poltal Semee.


