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Dear Commissioners; e R

We understand that the FCC ruling regarding closed captioning
for the Hearing Impaired is bringing television programming closer
to the reality of accegsibility than before. We are grateful for
this. However, we must march forward in the same way on behalf of
the millions (approximately 31 million) visually challenged people
in our country who can presently not access television programming
in the same way as sighted people. This in accessibility prevents
us and our clients from having a full life with equal access as our
sighted neighbors and friends.

This letter is to let you know that as a member of the
Advisory Counsel for TheatreVision we stand together looking
forward to your recognition of the work of TheatreVision’s founder
Helen Harris and the great work that now holds such hope and
promise for all of our individual communities across the nation.
Helen has been able to create a relationship with the motion
picture industry and is beginning to provide theater accessibility
for motion pictures through TheatreVisions's accessibility
description techniques.TheatreVision alsoc has a great track recoerd
in innovative descriptions of television programming.

We ask you to strongly consider the need for audio-description
for television programming for the Blind and Visually-Challenged,
and to know that we are looking forward te having it on many
programs very soon.

Sincerely,

S arminati, Principal, Dept. F/T Blind
VA School F/T Deaf and F/T Blind

P.C. Box 2069

Staunton, VA 24402

332 9042 P. 002
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January 13, 1997

Commissioner Reed Hundt Via Fax 3 Pages
Federal Communications Commission

1919 “M” Street, Northwest

Room 814

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

1 learned today that America’s role in disseminating information to the blind is worse than |
thought. I was told that I should look in the Federal Register for information on whether or not
people like me who are blind will be allowed the privilege of seeing television just like the rest
of the world. Well, I was certainly taken by surprise. [ sat back and tried to remember what it
was like in eighth grade under Sister Eucharetta at Transfiguration School in Philadelphia, Sister
Mary Michael’s history class or the third year of high school in West Catholic Girl’s High
School. Somehow, the word Federal Register didn’t ring a bell with me. I guess those nuns didn’t
make a big enough impression on me; never the less, I am here in Los Angeles creating audio
description, better known in this area as TheatreVision for motion pictures, live shows and

television programming.

I suppose those wonderful years in Catholic elementary school have brought me to a degree of
tolerance and persistence as well as great grammar in English enabled me to audio-describe
wonderful scripts for movies like Forrest Gump; Pocahontas; Braveheart: The American
President; Batman Forever, Twister; Mission Impossible; and 25 other major motion pictures. |
suppose they also gave me a talent for acquiring not only writing, producing, creating and
directing ability, but a knack for talent coordinating which allows these wonderful people to

support my efforts.

I am writing this letter, as I have many letters in the past, to tell you about the need to audio-
describe television and other programming for 31 million blind people who might believe that

this is not possible for them, so perhaps as individuals, they have never asked. That’'s why I am
here - to ask, to do and to get the job done. I have been successful with this very difficult process

Post Office Box 300 - Woodland Hills, CA 91365 - Phn. 818 992 0500 - Fax: /
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Page Two
Commissioner Hundt
January 13, 1997

in L.os Angeles movie theaters, I have been successful with it on television and [ have been
successful with it on live shows. Now, I have to be successful with the FCC, although I am not

sure why.

Television sets sit in living rooms all over the United States and the world and put out
programming that someone decides will be there. Television manufacturers distribute and sell
television sets to anyone and everyone who will buy them. They come in all sizes and shapes,
with all kinds of remotes and gadgets and enticing ways to make the American public want to
purchase. Therefore, | have come to the conclusion that blind people should start throwing away
their television sets or to “use them one quarter of the time” unless the networks and the
television manufacturers would like to make a special price for the blind because it’s my opinion
if they only “deliver a fraction of the message and use the set a fraction of the time” then they

should pay ga fraction of the price.

I’m sure you understand this argument and what I am trying to say. This letter is sent to you
hurriedly, because I understand the “Sunshine period”, whatever that is, is soon ending and 1
want to request a meeting with you so that you understand how important audio-description is for
the blind in our country and elsewhere. Under separate cover I will be sending you more

material.

Sincerely,

Helen Harris
President and Founder

P.S. The American Teacher Awards can be heard by your clients on the Cable Radio Network.
Although we are sending it to the Keystone Radio Satellite, we will now know for a few day if
any other radio station or local network is going to deliver. The American Teacher Awards is a
wonderful Disney program, but we found that the Disney Channel was unable technically to
deliver our description one the SAP Channel. However, I have found a way to do it via radio and
this is the first grassroots attempt to convince the television networks, cable and direct TV
channels that the National Academy of Audio Description and TheatreVision are hear to stay.

Thanks for your help.

.82
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National Eye and Retinal Transplant Foundation
Dedicated to the Restoration and Preservation of Eyesight

Army Archerd
Waendy Finerman
Mary Ann Grasso
Sherry Lansing
Barry London

Unlversity of Alabama at Birmingham
Ocular Disease and Low Vislon Sarvice

University of Alabama at Blrmingham
Low Vision Patient Care

Alabama WLRH Radio Reading Service
American Foundation for the Blind

Arkansas State Libra
Arkansas Regional Li'grary for the Blind

The Blind & Visually Impaired Center
Callfornia

Californta Community Blind Centar

State of Colorado
Colorado Schoot for the 8lind

Alabama Deparimont of Rehabilitation
Rehabllitation Services to the Blind

Colorado Families of the Blind, Inc.

Northern lllinols University
Programs in Vision

Western lllinois Universi

WIUWWIUW Radio !nfor%ation Service
Director

Mary Brzant Home for the Visually

impalre
Ilinois

University of Ken.tucka
Kentucky Deaf Blind Project

Manitoba Blind Sport Association
National Braiille Press Inc., Massachusetts

K-R-E-S-G-E Eya Institute
Low Vision Service, Michigan

Mississippl State University

Burns Clinic ,
Department of Ophthalmology, Michigan

North Carolina Department of Human
Resources

ODivision of Services for the Blind
Pennsylvania Guiding Light for the Blind

Overbraok School for the Blind,
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Low Vision Clinic
A United Way Agency, Texas
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Utah State University

Vermont Assoclatlon for the Blind and
Visually lrmpalred

Department of Veterans Affalrs,
Washington, D.C.

Penny Marshall
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Vin Scully

Joel Sill

Joel Silver

TheatreVision © Support Agencies

The State of Wyomin
Division of V‘gcyaﬂonaq Rehabilitation

Alabama Department of Rehabllitation
Lighthouse of Broward County, Florida
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Kentucky School for the Blind, Kentucky

Lowell Assoclatlon for the Biind
Massachusetts

Audio Journal, Massachusetts
Abbott Northwestern Mospital, Minnesota
Vision Enrichment Services, Michigan

State of Montana
Department of Public Heaith & Human

Svcs,

Bilind and Low Vislon Services
National Federation of the Blind
New Mexico State Library

Helen Keller Services for the Blind
New York

Nationat Asscciation for Visually
Handlcapped, New York

Maetrolina Association for the Blind, Inc.
North Carolina

South Carolina State Library

Prevent Blindness, Tennessee
Hermann Eye Center !
Unlversity of Texas - Houston Medical
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FES 11 1997

FEDERAL 2OhRAUNIGATIONS COMMISSIC,
0FSI F SECRETARY

January 17, 1997

Dear Commissioners,

As a member of the TheatreVisions Advisory Commiltee, I am writing in support of
TheatreVision which hopes to make the FCC aware ol the need to bring accessible television

and movies to the visually impaired through audio description.

Our Unitcd Way agency, the Metrolina Association for the Blind, has a free library which
sends described video movies for the visually impaircd direcily to the homes of our clients.
Reports from the clients arc that they can finally undesstand the full plot of the movie without

interrupting family and friend’s enjoyment by getting the unspoken action described. Also,
this allows them to watch movies when they live alone. Qther than these described movices,

there is only an occasjonal described program availuble on public television for the visually
impaired. The majority of the programming remains inaccessible .

Please remember that all people, even those with disabilities, want to fully cnjoy the benefits
of movies and telcvision programming. I urge you, on behalf of MAB and all of our visually

impaired clients, to support this endcavor.

Sincercly,

L Guua Crnd-Leaeh

Mrs. Laura Park-Leach, M.Ed.
Director, PAR
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I understand that the FCC ruling regarding closed captioning for the hearing impai;red is bringing
television programming closer to the reality of accessibility than before. We are grateful for this.
However, we must march forward in the same way on behalf of the approximately 31 million
visually challenged people in our country who can presently not access television programming in
the same way as sighted people. This inaccessibility prevents our clients from havrmg a full life with
equal access as our sighted neighbors and friends. :

Helen Harris, the founder of TheatreVision, has been able to create a relationship with the motion
picture industry and is beginning to provide theater accessibility for motion pictures through
TheatreVision’s accessibility description technique. TheatreVision also has a grea;t track record in
innovative descriptions of television programming. For instance, the American Teacher Awards will
air January 23, 1997 with the cooperation of the Walt Disney Company and Theatre Vision because
of the strenuous persistent efforts and the generosity of the people volunteering their talented voices
to the TheatreVision description. The American Teacher Awards will be delivcredg via radio satellite
to the visually challenged on January 23, 1997 at 8:30 p.m. Los Angeles time via cable, radio and
the Keystone satellite. TheatreVision has asked radio stations across the country tq carry the
broadcast into our neighborhoods as well. In the past, the Academy Awards, the Eyes of Christmas
television program and the description of the Paralympics have brought audio- descnptlon
accessibility available to the blind; however, technology prevents if from being a re;gular service for
the visually challenged. |
i

We ask you to strongly consider the need for audio-description for television progrémming for the
blind and visually challenged and to know that we are looking forward to having it Pn many
programs very, very soon.

l

Sincerely,
Wniocty @@\c&m |
. . f
Kristi Gordon : : i
Librarian ‘
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uear Commissioners:

‘I;Vc understand that the FCC ruling regarding closed capioning for the hearing impoired is
ringing television programming closer to the reafjay $§3ccepst i1y thgep before. Weare
gr{.m.:ful for this. However, we must march fomn the s:‘:ngﬂwg on behalf of the
millions (approximately 31 million) visually challenged people in our country who €2

presenily not access television progrmming in the same way as sighted people. This

ir}acccssibiiily prevents us and our clients from having a full life with equal access as OUr
sighted neighbors and friends.

This lefter is to let you know that as a member of the Advisory Counsel fof TheatreVision,
we stand together looking forward (o your recognition of the work of TheatreVision's
founder Helen Harris and the great work that now halds such hope and promise for all of
our individual communities across the aation. Helen has been able to ereate d relationship
with the motion picture industry and is beginning to provide theates accessibility for motion
pictures through TheatreVision's accessibility description technique. TheatreVision alsa
has a great track record in innovative deseriptions of television programming. For instance,
the American Teacher Awards will air January 23, 1097 with the cooperation of the Walt
Disney Fompany and TheatreVision because of the strenuous persistent efforts and the
generosity of the people volunteering their talented voices to the TheawreVision description.

The American Teacher Awards will be delivered via radio satellite to the visually

challenged on January 23, 1997 at 8:30 p.m. Los Angeles time via csble, radio and the
Keystone satellite. TheatreVision has asked radio stations across the country (1,000 of
them), to carry the broadeast into our neighborhoods s well. In the past, the Academy
Awards. (three years in a tow), The Eyes of Christmas television program and the

description of the Paralvmpics have brought audic-description accessibility ayailahle to the

blind: however. technology prevents it from being a regular service for the visually
challenged.

We ask you 1o strongly consider the need for audio-description for telcvision programming

foe the blind and visually<hallenged and to know that we are locking forward to haying it
Ol Many programs very, very soon.

Sincerely.
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NORTHERN _
ILLINOIS FE3 11 1997
UNIVERSITY
— Mr. Reed E. Hundt FEERAL COMBUNICATIGNS COMMISSY.,
Chairman OFFIGE 1F SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF Federal Communication Division
EDUCATIONAL Washington, DC 20202
PsvcroLocy,
CounsELING, aND Dear Mr. Hundt,
Sreciar EpucaTioN
Re:  TheatreVision
Dﬂé&‘l‘fég's‘é’;ms I am writing to urge you to support the concept of TheatreVision in order that
the many millions of blind and visually impaired Americans can enjoy movies
and television as do their sighted counterparts. [ am absolutely certain that you
D?E;%;&;f know that many, many movies and television shows have been captioned for
the benefit of hearing impaired persons. Those of us who are visually
5’?;;;;75:&”;2;‘;“ impaired would like to be treated in the same manner. That is, we would like

our needs met in this regard also. TheatreVision will accomplish that very
Enucns‘loNA;. P;v:;owcv laudable goal. Therefore, we need your support for the widespread
(815) 753 implementation of the concept.

COUNSELING
(B15) 753-1461 Thank you very much for your support.
INFORMATION
(815) 753-0657 Sincerely,
FAX

(815) 753-9250

pperman, d.D
and Coordmator
Programs in Vision

Faculty of Special Education

GK:jd
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. NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

nh T Department of Educational Psychology, Counseling, and Spectal Education
- De Kalb, IL 60116

FAX (815) 7538250

If you have questions concerning this transmittal, please call the Departmental FAX
Operator at (816) 753-8433.

Date: ///5—/7?7

FAX Transmittal Number Number of Pages, including cover: ____

. Keed E. Hc.uld'{"

Direct TeL (815)75% ZY53

| Message:

The {nformation contained (n this faceimile mesaage is University privileged and confidential information intended only for the
use of the individual or sntity named above. If the reader of this message (s not the tutended recipiont, or the employee or agent
reaponsibie to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communieation is strictly prohibited If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by

telephons and return the original messags to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service.



