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BY HAND

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

FEDERAL COMMISSION
"1¥+lC:: ur'iim:rr.:'\ll,t

Enclosed for your information are copies of a
number of letters from public safety agencies around the
country expressing support for the reallocation of a
portion of the Channel 60-69 spectrum for public safety
communications. These letters were generated on very
short notice and represent a fraction of the nationwide
support for this issue.

Enclosures

cc: All Commissioners

No. ot C9Pies rec'd,_--
ListABCOE
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LETTERS

EX PAHTE OR U\TE FILED

, FD.. ··. 'f'
"~'mI . ~., '.'J

JAN 30 '97

I

Kenneth R. Yarbroug~~OE~n~;~u~fPolice, Richardson, TX (need
date to check against #22 b~l.QW~r;'~i~;I,¥AnOH'

Harold C. Brown, chaf~rh~n:!:::ada!ltlyof Supervisors of Marin
County, California

Anthony J. Tricoci, Engineer of Telecommunications, Illinois
State Toll Highway Authority
Peter Cosgrove, Police Commissioner, County of Suffolk

Police Dept.
Gregory T. Riddle, Deputy Chief, Elk Grove Village Fire

Department
Col. Hanford C. Thomas, Deputy Superintendent

Administration, N.Y. State Police
Thomas H. Lorio, Jr., Fire Commissioner, City of Yonkers
John Platt, Executive Director, New York State Thruway

Authority
John R. DiSalvo, P.E., Chief, Bureau of Communications
Engineering, Dept. of Management Services, Florida

William E. Kennedy, Jr., Chief of Police, City of Orlando
E. Benjamin Nelson, Governor, State of Nebraska
Paul A. Pedersen Jr., Director, C-COM
Thomas E. Bodi, E911 Emergency Communications Center, County

of Lucas
Jerry Bleck, Director of Communications, TriCorn, Municipal

Government Cooperative
Peggy Crabtree, 911 Advisory Board, Preble County
University of California, Irvine, Kathy Stanley, Chief of

Police, 7-22-96
Ericsson, Dennis C. Connors, Vice President, 7-12-96

Los Angeles Police Dept., Linda L. Bunker, 7-18-96
Robert Gurss, Counsel for APCO, 7-18-96
County of Los Angeles, Garrett G. Mayer, Administrative

Manager, 7-16-96
County of Hamilton, William H. Hinkle, Operations Director,

7-15-96
City of Richardson, Kenneth R, Yarbrough, Chief of Police,

7-17-96
Newport Beach Police Department, Bob McDonell, 7-16-96
County of Orange, Sheriff-Coroner Department, Brad Gates,

7-15-96
City of Glendale, Richard E. Hinz, Fire Chief, 7-15-96
Island County Emergency Services Comm. Center, Kathy

McClymont, Director, 7-12-96

No. of Cooies rec'd
list ABCDe '---
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Snopac 911 Commun., Thomas E. Howell, Director, 7-12-96
Whatcom County Sheriff's Office, Dale E. Brandland, 7-15-96

City of Long Beach, Beverly O'Neill, Mayor, 7-31-96
APCO, James R. Rand, 7-1-96
International Assoc. of Chiefs of Police, David Walchak,

Pres., 7-11-96
Metro-North Police, Dean Esserman, Chief of Police, 7-12-96

City of Gardena, Richard Propster, Chief of Police, 6-12-96
North Bellmore Fire District, William Riley, District

Supervisor, 10-21-96
Mineola (NY) Fire Department, Gary Mazur, Department Chief,

10-21-96
Garden City (NY) Fire Department, John Shields, Captain,

10-21-96
Baldwin (NY) Fire District Operations, Gerard Brown,

Supervisor, 10-19-96
East Rockaway Fire Dept., Robert Kloss, Chief, no date
City of New York, DoITT, Deborah Barell-Spandorf, Acting

Assoc. Comm'r, 10-21-96
City of New York, Dept. of Correction, Ronald Galletta, Chief

of Security, no date
Sheriff of Union County (OR), Stephen Oliver, 10-17-96
City of La Grande (OR), John Courtney, Chief of Police,

10-17-96
Valley Stream (NY), Edward M. Loeffler, Chief of [Fire]

Department, 10-25-96
Addison (ILl Fire Protection District #1, Timothy Deutschle,

Fire Chief, 11-5-96
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Wa$hington State Patrol
2803 lS6th Avenue SE
6eUevue. WA98007-6599

206.649.4666
Fax: 360.438.1431
emaU: nnorriJ@halcyon.coa:n

ASSOCIAt¥Q.~~r ,#;1J1]
PUBLiC:SAFET,)'

CoMMu'Ni'ClTIONS
Oi*CfAts

!! !"'CfH !J
INTERNArJONAL, INC.

JUly 11, 1996

ExEctJTlVEDDtECfC
JAMES It. RAM

APeO International Heaclquarte
2OfO S. Ridgewood A\'

South Daytona. Fl. 32119-&l:

904.322.2S00 or SOO.949.APCO Ext. 2.Z
fax: 904.322.2S0

email: randr@apcointl.co[

::"

i 1.• " .

The Honorable Jack Fields, Chairman
Subcommittee on Telecommunications & Finance
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We understand that your Subcommittee will be holding
FCC oversight hearings on July 18, and that the Commission's
channel plan for Advanced Television CATV) service may be
discussed at that time. Therefore, you may be interested in
the attached letter that APCO recently sent to FCC Chairman
Reed Hundt. Also enclosed is a similar letter from the
International Association of Chiefs of Police.

If you or your ~taff have any questions, please
contact our counsel in ~ashington, Robert Gurss, at 202-457
7329.

Sincerely.

by
Attachments

cc: All Subcommittee members
The Honorable Reed Hundt~
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ViiJhington State Patrol
28031S6th Avenue SE
Bellevue, WA 98001-6599

206.649.4666
Fax: 360.438.7437
email: nnorriJ@halcyon.com

ExECUTIVE DlUcroR
JAMES It. RAND

APCO International Headquarters
2lMO S. Ridgewood Ave.

South Daytona. FL 32119-8437

904.322.2500 or SOO.949.APCO Ext. 222
Fax: 900(.322.2S01

email: randr@lpcointl.com

July 1, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919M Street, N.W.
wasnington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We understand that the Commission may soon propose an
Advanced Television ("ATV") channel plan which would allow for
the reallocation of UHF Television Channels 60-69. A significant
benefit of this plan is that an opportunity would be created for
state and local governments to use a substantial portion of the
reallocated spectrum for critical public safety radio
communications.

As you know, the Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee
("PSWAC"), chartered by the FCC and NTIA, is nearing completion
of its analysis of current and future public safety spectrum
requirements through the year 2010. The Spectrum Requirements
Subcommittee of PSWAC has tentatively concluded that police,
fire, emergency medical and other public safety agencies will
require at least an additional 79 MHz of spectrum to implement
spectrum efficient advanced voice and data communication, to
alleviate spectrum congestion, and to enhance interoperability
between public safety agencies. This additional spectrum is
critical if federal, state, and local governments are to have the
communications tools they need to protect the safety of life and
property.

The PSWAC Spectrum Subcommittee has also identified the UHF
television band, including Channels 60-69, as a potential target
band to accommodate a portion of current and future public safety
spectrum requirements. Channels 60-69 occupy 60 MHz of radio
spectrum that is immediately adjacent to 800 MHz mobile radio
bands already used by many public safety agencies, and therefore
could be easily adapted for public safety operations.
Furthermore, there are relatively few television stations now
operating on these channels, allowing for immediate public safety
use in many areas of the country.



Therefore, APCO supports efforts to release substantial
portions of UHF Channels 60-69 for new public safety
communications technologies.

z>u
James R. Rand

cc: Commissioner James H. Quello
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chainnan:

I am writing to you on behalf of the more than 15,000 executive level law enforcement officers
who direct federal, state and local police agencies from across the country and proudly call
themselves members ofthe International Association ofChiefs ofPolice (lACP). As you know,
the IACP has previously communicated its grave concern for maintaining an adequate portion
ofthe spectrum, dedicated for law enforcement and public safety activities, as well as anticipating
the need to allocate an additional portion of the spectrum to accommodate police usage for new
and emerging technologies. Recent congressional proposals to expedite the auctioning of
spectrum greatly heightens the IACP's concern in this area.

While the IACP membership understands the need to find new revenue resources to pay for
existing and/or new programs all too well, the federal government must first consider both the
long and short tenn effects to public safety and law enforcement activities before moving forward
to seH m.~re spect~m. I be!ieve t!".:l~ t~e '''ark ~:'!e '>y .:he jc:nt FCC/!'.TTIAPu'Jlk ~~ftt;·

Wireless Advisory Committee (pSWAC) will provide the basis for a thorough, comprehensive
study which accurately lays out the current and future spectrum needs ofpublic safety and police
agencies. The IACP has strongly urged Congress to wait until September, when the report is
expected to be completed, to fully consider PSWAC's findings before auctioning off any further
spectrum.

Additionally, the IACP has .been infonned that the FCC will obtain a portion of spectrum
currently occupied by UHF television channels 60 through 69 in exchange for giving broadcasters
new spectrum allocations. As I understand it, UHF 60-69 is adjacent to the 800 MHz band
currently utilized by many police depanments. and. therefore, lends itself to greater
interoperability among different police communication systems. While the IACP believes that
there still must be a comprehensive resolution which may well come out ofPSWAC. we

lQ3rcS Annual
IntemalIllnaI AslcaaliOn

of ChIefs of FoIicI ConIIrence
0cIDber 26-31. '996

1'tIoeru. Anzllna



The Honorable Reed Hundt
Cbainnan
Federal Communications Commission
Page 2 of2

encourage the FCC to add UHF channels 60 through 69 to the spectrum set aside currently
allocated for law enforcement and other public safety communications.

Police departments around the nation need additional radio spectrum to update outdated systems
in order to incorporate and implement new technologies such as high speed radio transmissions of
crime data, fingp.rprints, video, a'ld n'ugshot! to a'1d f'cm "ffice:~ i:l the 1:}~. j. n ...'

metropolitan areas, departments face current shortages of radio spectrum, inhibiting their ability
to obtain channels necessary for day-to-day communications. And even the largest cities would
not be able to compete with the private sector in bidding for spectrum. We have worked closely
with PSWAC to identify and address all of these spectrum shortages. The IACP believes that
releasing that portion ofthe spectrum which includes UHF channels 60-69 would grea~ly assist
police and other public safety agencies in the short term, but maintain that still more must be
done.

t5~~~
David G. Walchak
President

"",

cc: The Honorable Harold Rogers, U.S. Congressman
The Honorable Judd Gregg. U.S. Senator
The Honorable Orrin Hatch, U.S. Senator
The Honorable Henry Hyde, U.S. Representative
ChiefHarlin McEwen, Chairman, IACP Communications Committee,
lAC;' Repn:~ehtat:ve to PS;"J,iAC St~ring C"mittee, ~eputy Director, Fbi ens Division
ChiefRon McBride, Asheville, Kentucky, IACP Executive Committee
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LOS ANGELES POUCE DEPARTMENT

v

P.O 101.
LaI c.JI. 80030
T ..
(213) 485-4452
Ref.: 1.3.5

July lB, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. ~0554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) may soon propose an Advanced Television Channel Plan which
would allow for the reallocation of UHF Television Channels 60
through 69. It is recommended that a segment of this BPectrum be
allocated for public safety radio communications needa of State
and local governments if the reallocation i. implemented. Recent
congressional proposals to expedite the auctioning of the
reallocated spectrum greatly heightens the necessity for timely
consideration of the needs of public safety.

The Los Angeles Police Department supports any plan that would
provide addic10nal spectrum to public safety. However, it is
important co note that, based on the most recent deliberation of
the Public Safety Wireless AdVisory Committee (PSWAC), this will
be only a small part of the overall spectrum required for public
safety over the next 15 years. There is a critical need in
California for more UHF channels; we hope the FCC will entertain
additional sharing between broadcast television and public safety
within ~he 470-512 MHz band.

As previously stated, the critical need for additional publio
safety spectrum dictates support tor allocation in any band.
However, the Los Angeles police Department would like to propo8e
an alternative for consideration. The FCC is currently holding a
block of frequencies in the older 806 MHz pool pending
developmenL of an auction plan for ESMR/SMR system.. Virtually
all National Public safety Planning Advisory Committee radios
currently in use are capable of operating in the older 806 MHz
band. Therefore. it is additionally recommended that the PCC
conduct a cost-benefit analys18 co examine che potential of
allocating this older pool of frequencies for the excluaive use
of public safety and concurrently moving ESMR/SMR and other
impacted users to an equivalent block of spectrum in the upper
UHF-TV channels be~ng proposed tor reallocation. Not only would

AN EQUAL IM~\.OYMENTDPPORTUNrTY - AFFIRMATIVE. ACTION EMPLOYER ....-_......,..- C
..
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Cbairman, Federal Communications Commission
Page Two
1.3.5

this second recommendation re.olve the currently dilemma of
having public .afety .ystems interspersed between other
incumbents in the older 806 MHz pool, but would a180 address the
es.ential requirement for interoperability among public safety
entities.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If I can be of
any further aasistance, plea8e contact me at (213) '85-4452.

Very truly your.,

WILLIE L. WILLIAMS
Chief of Police

~~r
Acting Commanding Officer
Communications Group

cc: The Honorable Henry Waxman, u. s. Congressman
The Honorable Barbara Boxer, U.S. Senate
The Honorable Diane Feinstein, U.S. Senate
Robert Gurss, Esq.
Ross Morris, PreSident, APCO

,
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Technical Setv1ces
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RICHARD P. MATt«WS
AClmIrl..trarive seMCft

5'5-6"6

RONALD W. BIIiN
TelecommunicatIOn.
59~

BOARD 0" COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DIVISION OF CoMMUNICATIONS
237'7 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE

CINCINNATI. OHIO ~523'

(5'3) 825-2170

July 15, 1996

OIPlECTOR
E. THOMAS IiunROUGHS

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
WILLIAM H. HINICL!

SECRETARIES
~SASoII..
O_"SC"AATT

The Honorable Michael G. Oxley
United State Representative
100 E. Main Cross Street
Findlay, Ohio 45840

RE: Public Safety Radio Spectrum Congestion

Dear Representative Oxley:

The shortage of radio spectrum for UN by public safety agencies within Ohio
has become a critical issue for Which \W ask your support in convincing the
Federal Communicationa Commission (FCC) to make additional spectrum
available for our use.

Over the past two decades, the sPedNm made available by the FCC for public
safety has fallen far shon of the adual demand. The spectrum in 806 MHz
band and more recently in the 821 MHz band, while of immeasurable value, has
only served to temporarily reduce the degree of shortage rather than satisfy the
need. throughOut much of Ohio, there are simply no additional radio channels
available for use by public mety, a condition which has been itlrgely
unchanged for over 20 years. As Ohio, is one of the nation's most populous
state. and continues to grow. we see no recourse but to convince the FCC to
allocate additional spectrum for the exdusive use of public safety.

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of public safety within Ohio and elsewhere,
and trust that those efforts will be successful in persuading the FCC to respond
to our needs. Please call me at (513) 825-2170 if there is any ful"ther way in
which we can assist In tnlS effort.

cc: Ms Marilyn Ward
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BoARD OF: COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS
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July 16, 1996

DIRECTOR
E. TH""'1lS """1:1I:I~GHS

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
WIWAIoII H. HINIQZ

SECRETARIES
Lt5A SOA..

0 ...... SC""'ATT

The Honorable Paul E. Gillmor
United State Representative
120 Jefferson
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452

RE: Public Safety Radio SpeetnJm Congestion

Dear Representative Gillmor:

The shortage of radio spectrum for use by public safety agencies within
Ohio has become a critical iiSue for which we ask your support in convincing
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to make additional spectrum
aViliiable for our use.

Over the past two decades, the spectrum made available by the FCC for
public safety has fallen far short of the actual demand. The spectnJm in 806
MHz band and more recently in the 821 MHz band, while of immeasurable
value, has only served to temporanly reduce the degree of shortage rather than
satisfy the need. Throughout much of Ohio, there are simply no additional radio
Channels available for use by pUblic safety. a condition which has been largely
unChanged for over 20 years. As Ohio, is one of the nation's most populous
state, and continues to grow. we see no recourse but to convince the FCC to
allocate additional spectrum for the exclusive use of public safety.

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of public safety within Ohio and
elsewhere. and trust that those efforts will be successful in persuading the FCC
to respond to our needs. Please call me .t (513) 825-2170 if there is any
further way in which we can assist in this effort.

Sincerely, -L
~~~~

William H. Hinkle
Operations Director

cc: Ms. Manlyn Ward

-TNt HURT OF ~CA'S Mosr 1.NBA8u R!lGJQN"
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The Honorable Jack Fiel\l..
Di.unct 8
2228 Rayburn H.O.B.
Wnshinglon, D.C. 205LS

RE: RCluignment or T.Band ::ipcclrum Por J'ublic S.rety Utiliutiun

Dear Congr~nli1n Fields:

, .

\...;'

As Chairman of [he Hou$e SubcummiUcc: C)o 1'c1c:cumRluni~[iol\l> and Finance, you lire aware or the criliul
~hurt41gc or ral.lin spectrum rur pubtic ulely Ur.CfL n,e pending relew.l: tl( the Jinding" lIr the Public SaCcty
Wirelt:.-.s Advisory Commiuce dl)CUnlcnl, this seriClu.....iluatioll anl.l dC$cribcs both current and (ulure needs of
public safely Users. While hilliul\s of dol1arll ba~ been cummiUed (0 exrmnuing olher ClIp"bililies within the
criminal justice l>~lcm, there has been an ohvious erosion or tommunicatinlls rcsourcc~ ilvolilableto Jaw
enforcem<.:nl, firc protccti\,n, lind other public safcty persunnel.

The incrt;a~l.I communiC.:ltions requiremcnls ror puhlic ~(ety userlO arc further complicaled by tbe recentlldiollS
of the f~cr:ll ConlmuniC:iltiollS (;om'Du..,iun '0 ,cncr-dc revel1ue lbruugh widesprclId auctIonIng of radiu
~rl.:ctrunl. <.:IC<llrly. Ihe public 5canr, particularJ)' al the st.le: .nd JoCO&I level, c;annol c:unl(1clc: in this auclion
aren~.

It has c.ame to my luenlit\ll. bO"'~VtT. lhill there i.. a narrow windllw of 0PP"rtunity for the rea~,igmncnt of
T·U.U1cJ chi\nncl.\ (l(I·(,9 (or usc by I'ubu, ~rl,;ly. Bilsed on lhl.: LTitiad, immediate dcmllnu for radio ~(lcclrunl

in tbe Jlubli<: nfelY <;Ilnnnunity, I 'N'luhJ ilpprcci.lle any sUPl>orl yuu may be in a posilion III provide for this
oplion.

I would lik~ 10 thank YIIU for your cuntinuio& ~urpurt (or the cOlnlnuniutivnli need~ of public safety. If you have
any qucsti\)n.\ rl,;~Olrdin~ lhi~ rcquc$t, rlease do not hesililtc h) cnnt",t me al (214)'23S-3MOO.

ct: The Hnnllfablc Joe D:u10Q

The H..nllril~lc J\lhn Bry""t

)OfILIa
IIItAl'rMINT
".0. Do 0111
IIlr.IW Tl
~083.IQ1I

21M.,.. 3811II
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NEWPORT BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
810 Santa Barbara Drive, P.O. BOX 7000, Newport Bath, CA 9265&.7000 BOB McDONL.LL

Chief of PoHcr

July 16, 1996

Honorable Christopher Cox
United States House of Representatives
2402 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515-0547

Dear Congre:;sman Cox:

11\c Federal Communications Commission may l400n propose reallocating TV
channels 60-69 (746-806 MHz) away from television service, with 24 MHz of this
Srl'ctrum identified for public safety use nationwide. The Newport Beach l'olkt!
Department joins the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lAC!'), the
Internation~l Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), and the Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-International (APCO), in urging adoption of this plitn.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current unmet
needs within th~ public safety community, require that this spectrum be allocated to
public safety usc before it is auction~d or olh(!rwi~t' dishursed for other less critical
uscs. Thc Newport Bcach Police Department, and many of our neighboring puhlic
safety agencies, face a critical shortage of available spectrum.

While these upper UHF-lV bands would be ideal for mobile usc, ctipecially for the
implementation of new technologies, we must note that this 24 MHz would only be
a small part of the overall sppctrum required for public safety over the next few
years. There is a critical need in California for more UHF channels. We hope the
FCC win &1lso (>ntC'rtnin ftdditional sharing between broaUt:aNt tl:'levision and public
safety within thl: 450-512 MHz band.

Please join us in encouraging the FCC to prOVide additional spectrum for pssential
public safety operations here in California.

Bob McDonell
CHIF.F OF POUCH

cc: federal Communications Commission, Chairman Reed Ilundt
Association of Public Safety Cummunications Officials

OffiaolthtOltfmtlMWmls.".ImokttC7UI.....ffllN!.TRfSCme'*S7ulDt..cthet (714)'""'''''
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VNIVERSIIT OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

POLICE DEPAllTMENT

The Honorable Christopher Cox
US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-0547

DVINI, CALlfOMU 92717

Dear Sir,

I am requesting that you would support any plan that would provide
additional UHF channels for public safety use. I understand that this issue

will be heard before the Federal Communications Commission on July 18, 1996.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current
unmet needs within the publlc safety community I requires additional
resources. I am encouraging the FCC to reallocate at least 24 MHz to public
safet)' use before it is auctioned or disbursed for other less critical uses.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.

Kathy Stanley
Chief of Pollee

cc: Ross Morris
APCO President

Reed Hundt
FCC Chairman

I· .,
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UNIVERSIIT OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
i

POLlCE D!P,uTMENT

Senator Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator,

mvDt!. CAUJ'OIRU 92717

I am'requesting that you would support any plan that would provide
additional UHP channels for public safety use. I understand that this issue

will be heard before the Federal Communications Commission on July 18, 1996.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies. as well as current
unmet needs Within the public safety community, requires adcUt10nal
resources. I am encouraging the FCC to reallocate at least 24 MHz to public
safety use before it is auctioned or disbursed for other less critical uses.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.

Sincerely,

cc: Ross Morris
APeD President

Reed Hundt
FCC Chairman

, .'



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

POUCE DEPARTMENT

Senator Barbra Boxer
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator,

UV'DI. CALDOIHlA U7l7

.
I am requesting that you would support any plan that would provicle
additional UHF channels for public safety use. I understand that this issue

will be heard before the Federal Communications Commission on July 18, 1996.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current
unmet needs within the public safety community, requires additional
resources. I am encouraging the FCC to reallocate at least 24 MHz to public
safety use before it is auctioned or disbursed for other less critical uses.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.

Sincerely,

cc: Ross Morris
APCO President

Reed Hundt
FCC Chairman



seRVING 'THE UNINCOtU'OAATS) ARIAS
OF OfWIGE COUNTY AND 1lE ~I OF:

COUNTY OF ORANGE
CAUFORNIA

'.

OFFICE OF SHERIFF·CORONER

BRAD GATES
SHERIFF-CORONER

DANA POINT
LAGUNA HlUS

LAGUNA NlGU£\.
LAkl l'OAEliT
MlSS10N Vl!JO July IS, 1996

ASSISTANT SHER"I'S
JONN HEWItT
.JeARY KRANS

OI!NNIS LAOUClR
DOUG STORM

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
112 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510

,
Dear Senator Boxer:

The County of Orange supports the proposal to uUsfer 24 MH~ of 800 MHz radio frequency spectrum
from television channels 60·69 to the exclusive use of the Public: Safety R.,dio Services. This frequency
band is'immediately adjacent to the 800 MHz allocation currcnUy available for public safety use in the
806-869 MHz b8nd. The county believes that this could be a very impart"nt spectnrm re!'ource for
expansion of ~isting 800 MHz public sa,rety systems. as well as providing much needed spectrum for
those public: safety lIgencies whic:h were unable to obtain 800 MHz frequency assignments, particularly
in and near the metropolitan areas of the nation.

The County is well under way in the development of II new ROO MIIz Countywide Coordinated
Communications System (CCCS) to serve the County and its 31 incorporated cities and spe1:ial districts.
This tnmked, digit.I communications systcm is funded at $70 million plus an additional S10miIIilln plu~

fOT the development and enhancement of remote ~dio facililies to support the new system. While the
new system has been designed to support the county-city users for the foreseeable future, there is
cutTently no more 800 MHz. s~trum available in the Southern California area to expand the sy~lem

when additional sp«trum IS required.

In addition to the television c:hanneI60-69 spectmm, the County understands that U,e Federal
CommuOicallons Commission (FCC) is holding in reserve 800 MHz spectrum for planned lIuction tolhe
CommC'Tcial RAdiO Services, This spectrum is fully compatible with the many 800 MHz sy~tcrns

curnr:tly operated and being developed by stale lind local go....emmental public safety OIgellcics, The
County ur~es Congress lind the FCC to also consider the re:lllocationofthis 800 MHz spectrum for the
exclusl~e use of tne Pub";; Safely Radio Services,

Sincerely,

SherlfT·Coroner
BG:tag
c:.c The Honorable Reed Hundt. Chainnan, FCC

Ross A. Morris, President. APCO
Robert M Guru. Esq., APeO AUomc)'

550 t( nOWEf\ STREET· P.O. BOX 449 • SANTA ANA, CAUFORNIA 92702-0449 • (714) 647·7000 ~
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SERVING THE UNINCOAPORA~O A"!AS
OF ORANGE COUNTY ANO THE cm£s 0':

COUNTY OF ORANGE
CAUFORNIA

'.

OFFICE OF SHERIFF-CORONEn

BRAD GATES
SHERIFF-CORONER

RAUL RAMOS
UNOEI\SUERIFF

DANA POINT
LAGUNA Hlu.s

LAGUNA NlOUEl
lAKE FOREST
MlSS\OtoI VIEJO

SAN C\.EMENT£'
$AN JUN4 CAPtSTRANO

STANTON
VlUA "AIllK

July 15, 1996

ASSISTANT SHEn,rFS
JOHN HEWITT
JEARy KRANS

DENNIS .....OUCER
OOUG STORM

The Honorable Christopher Cox
U.S. House ofRepresentalives
2402 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515-0547

Dear Congressman Cox:

The County of Orange supports the propos.al to transrer 24 MH7. of 800 Mil? radio frequency spectrum
from television channels 60·69 to the exclusivc use ofthc Public S2fety Radio Services. This frequenc)'
band is immediately adjacent to the 800 MH7. alloeation currently available for public safety lise in the
806-869 MHz band. The county believes that thi~ cnuld be a very important spectrum re~(lurce for
expal\sinn of existing 800 Mllz public sdety ~ystems, as well ilS proyit.lil1~ much needed ~JlCClnlll\ fllr
those public safety agencies which were unable to obtain 800 MHz frequency assignments. parliclIlarly
in and near the metropolitan areu of the nation.

The County is well under way in the development of a new 800 Mlb: Countywide Coordinated
Communications System (CCCS) to serve the County and its 31 incorporated cities and l;l'ccial dil;triCls.
This trunked, digital communications system is funded at S70 million plus all additional S10million rIllS
for the development and enhancement of remote radio facilities to support the new system. While the
new system has been designed to support the county-city users for the foreseeable future. thcre is
currently no more SOO MHz spectrum availllble in the Southern California area to e:tpand the system
when additional spectrum is required.

1n addition to the television channel 60-69 spectrum. the County understands that the Fcdcm\
Communications Commission (FCC) IS holding in re~erve 800 MHz l'pectrllm fm pl:mntd Iluclion to the
Commercial RadiO Services This spectrum is fully c:omr~lible with the m.my 800 MHz systems
currently operated and being deyeloped "y state and local governmental public safety ..genciel;. The
County urges Congress and the FCC to ah.o consider the reilllocation {,r Ihis 800 MIll; spectr\1111 f{'r lhe
exclUSIVe use of the Public Safety Radio Services

SlI1cerely.

Sheriff-Coroner
BG:taS
cc; The Honorable Reed Ilundl. Chairman, FCC

Ross A. Morris. President. APCO
Robert M. Gum. Esq:. AreO Attomc}

550 N. FLOWER SrnEET • P.O. BOX '49 • SANTA ANA, CAUFORNSA 92702-0449 • (714) 647·7000
..
~
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COUNTY OF ORANGE
CAUFORNIA

. '

OFFICE OF SHERIFF-CORONER

BRAD GATES
SHERIFF-CORONER

DANA POINT
LAGUNA HlW

lAGUNA NlGUB.
lAI(( 'OREST
MISSION V1l!JO July 15, 1996

ASSISTANT SHEnI'~S

JOUN HEWrn
JERRY KANo/S

DENNIS v.oUCER
DOUG STORM

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
331 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

;" \r.J~1~/r&-"',·"

: ;'~\/": l.,..I\:~~.; t

The County of Orange supports the proposal to transfer 24 MHz of 800 MHz radio frequency spectrum
from television channels 60-69 to the exclusive use of the Public Safely Radio Services. This frequtncy
band is immediately adjacent to the 100 MHz allocation currently available for public safety usc in the
806-869 MHz band. The county believes that this could be a very important spectrum resource for
expansion of exi.ti"8 800 MHz public ••(ely ')'Items, •• well •• providing much needed spectrum fur
those public safety agencies which were unable 10 obtain 800 MHz frequency assignments, particularly
in and near the metropolitan areas of the nation.

The County is well under way in the development of a new 800 MHz Countywide Coordinated
Communications System (CeCS) to serve the County and its 31 incorporated cities and special districts.
This trunked, digital communications system is funded at $70 million plus an additiunal $/0 million (1lus
for tlle development and enhancement of remote radio facilities to support the new system. While the
new system has been designed to support the county-city users for the foreseeahle future, there is
currently no more 800 MHz s~tn1m available in the Southem California area to expand the !>yslem
when additional spectrum i~ required.

In addition to Un: television channel 60-69 spectrum, the County understands that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) is holding in reserve 800 MHz spectrum for planncd auction to the
Commercial Radio Services. This spectrum is fully compatible with the many 800 MH7. systems
currently operated and being developed by slale and local governmental public !\afety agencies. The
County urges Congress and the FCC to also consider the reallocation nf lhis 800 MHz spectrum for the
exclUSIve usc of the Public Safet)" Radio Service!>.

:J
Sherirr-CClroner

BG:tag
cc: The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairnlan, FCC

Ross A. MOlTis, President, APCO
Robert M. Gurss, Esq~. ArCa Attorney

550 N. FLOWER STREET· P.O. BOX 449 • SANTA ANA. CALIFORNIA 92702~9 • (714) 647·7000

TOTR.. P.04



CITYDF Glendale CALIFORNIA

Fn
OM5lon

OFFICE OF THE
FIRE CHIEF

421 OU: Street, Glendale, CA. 9'20"'288

July 15.1996

The Honorable Carlos Moorehead
United States House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20515

Dear Congressman Moorehead:

• (8'S) 548-48'4

The Federal Communications Commission may soon propose reallocating
television channels 60-69 (746-806) from its current use In the television
service, with 24MHz of this spectrum Identified for public safety use. The
Glendale Fire Department joins the International Association of Fire
Chiefs (IAFC), the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP).
and the Association of Public Safety Communications Officials
InternatlOnal (APCO). In urging adoption of this plan.

The advent of new technologies, as well as current unmet needs within
the public safety community, require additional spectrum be allocated to
public safety use before it is auctioned or otherwise disbursed for other
less critical uses. The Glendale Fire Department and many of our
neighboring public safety agencies, face a critical shortage of available
spectrum.

While these upper UHF-TV bands would be ideal for mobile use,
especially for the implementation of new technologies, we must note that
this 24MHz would only be a small part of the overall spectrum reqUired for
public safety over the next few years. There is a critical need in California
for more UHF channels. We hope the FCC will also entertain additional
shanng between broadcast television and public safety within the 470
512MHz band.

Please join me in encouraging the FCC to provide additional spectrum for
essential public safety operations here in California. If I can be of further
assistance. please contact me at (818) 548-4814.

Sincerely,

~/C~rj'\
~-;d~R&E.HINZ

Fire Chief .

cc: Federal Communications Commission, Chairman Reed Hundt ~
ASSOCiation of Public-Safety Communications Officials ~



JUL-IZ' 9blFRH 18:26 . I-CO \
360 675 4717 P.002

July 12, 1996

• lsIonc::l County Emergency services Communleotlonl Cent.r

·!·COM ~
Dot • 3lDh~ Welt • Oak Harbor. WA. 9rl77 • Bus; (36Q) 679-679'2 • Fa1: (360) 67s.4717

Reed HUndt, FCC
Jilek Metcalf, Congressional Distrld 2 Representative

FAX: (202)225-4420 Washington D.C.
(380)733-5144 Bellingham

Ross Morris, APCO International President
FAX: (360)438-7437

Subject: ReI••se of radio speclrum In the 60-69 range

Island County tS located adjacent to a large urban area and just below the Canadian border.
Because of the location, virtuatty no frequencies are available without causing interference or
receiving considerable Interference.

In a county which is growing rapidly such as Island County, more spectrum needs to be opened
up for pubfie safety needs.

Further, the advent of NCIC 2000 and new technologies will cause public safety needs that
should be met prior to any other disbursement.

I IUpport the retaase of the some of the channels In the 60-69 frequency range for public safety
use and beh""e the FCC shOUld consider and allow lome of this spectrum for the vital needs of
public safety in this country.

- _... I ~,'l.... ,r ~' ...
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SNOPAC, .'9';'1~1. . .
COMMUNICATIONS.'. .

. ','

BOARD'
'0' ,

D'RECTORS:

Cllcncrry Ollis,
CJlAlKMhN

I)e/IUIY t1Ilcf
..,. Slilct,

Yln.CJ Ih'AhtJ\N

M'.MHEltS:

l:llltf .1o,", klcl
l iMcf JIIII St:Urf
SIlerl", JUdi H.n

Mr,llicMr' ' ..Ilk
0\(( l:lMoMla:)' s-et

WI, llohU\ SUlld

"LTERNATr~:

.
Mr~ J~clt MCtcilf. eoDlressiOnal~~ 2

. ' 507 CanDDIi HOUJCOf1i~ Building
Wuhi,ngt9D n,c: ~~S]S' '.

, lk.itecd:H~"
, DireCtor, Fcde.ra1 ¢ommuNcations Commission
.W~gt~D.C.

, ..

It hu co~e to my attemian thit the Federal Communications Commission,
is considcnnS an lueti~ ofradio spectrum in the 6O~9~ephcrtz rana~.

From my perspective IS a ctispatchccntef director. the availability ofpUblie '
safC:1y radio cJwmeis should be a biSh priority. There is 'en extraordinary
naed for spectrum to suppo~police and rue radio systems.

Before this auction becomes I reality 1urge you to sct iside 8 pomori ofthe
specified radio spcc.trum for the present and future purposcs ofpublic
safety communications. .

Thank you for your consideration.
NIl. Cldef ", \lJuft
Olld (;11I1_ WllIClrI

..... Mnll-wl
lJndc,-.ur.

tleNl)' N~""II

\liqIuly Ullcf.
Ion, J"l>

, ' .
SNOPAC

PlRECTOR:

Tht'ft'1lS E. Unwell

cc: Ross A. Morris. President, Assn. ofhblic Safety "Co1iununicatlon
Officlals.lnc..
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