
Public Affairs
Programming

4 PH--6 AH Weekdays;
24 hrs. Weekend,

Fairfax County
Public Library

WBDC-TV
Warner Brothers

Network

Washington, DC

Interacti" bull'nn board
and community-oriented

programming

Northern Virginia
Community College

Credit,d (oll'g, Courm

F,atures Ii" mils ion coverage
and space exploration news and

'ducational programming.

ArabIC languag' programming
featuring MBC H,ws, entertainment

and local productiOn>.

International Channel

foreign programming including
Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Filrpino, Hindi,

Vietnamese, Hpbrew and French.

Public education and local government aeem

George Mason Qniversity

" NET111Ill
111111

PoNtlCa1 New57<JJk Network

Credited college counes and related
,ducational programming

FAIRFAIl ACCESS NeTWORK

III
Arab Network
of AlDeri.ca.1bc.

•

n

II
Information on HG(

operations and "rvim,
,. plus community acti,ities.

Also seen on Channel~

L4!e
limill!d ~€rlic€

IT
limited-Service

(:£)':0:;;
limit,d lervice

(:(3)
limited I",,,,

(.rai
limited SeNice

:A~!

limited Ser;ice

~
1.3~)

limited lervice

@ID
18,

limited Service

~nl!~®~
limited lervlce W B DC· T~/t..

PBS

Walhlngton, DC

WDCA
Paramount 20

Walhington, DC

featurel month-long
programming lamples

lrom new cable ne!Work>

Channel 22 - PBS

Fairfax County
Public Schools

School-related programming,
new~ and announcements.

(-SPAN 2
live co'erage 01 th, U.I. I,nat' and
related publIC aH"n programming.

~
TOW N 0 E locally originated

HERNOON pr2pamming,
.•.. ACCESS CHANNEL 100/0 'oluntem.

Ii Fairfax County
Public Schools

~dull .ducatlon. t,I,-course, and tnstruc
Community
Classroom tlonal programming for students.

lID
limited Service

'Z3'
limited Service

,~$'

Limited Servia

~SAP'

~n~20
limned Service W D c: A

(lID SAP (-SPAN
'J8) live comage of th, U.I. HOUle 01 l\epresentatives

limited lem" and related public aHairs programming.

~
GI.41

Limited ~erYI(e

(22) n ..
(~~j IiIP~

ltmll.d lervi" MOrYlandPubiiC Television._----

(26) n ~~
i~~'. WETA

limiteD Serotrf W.'''''W.1OM.•.c.

Continuously
updated program

listings with
video previews.

PreViewI and "h'dul,
In(ormation for

pay-per-'lew features.

WjLA
Channel 7 - ABC

Washington, DC

WTTG
Channel 5 - FOX

Walhlngton, DC

WRC
Channel 4 - NBC

Washington, DC

local news, weather, sportl,
traffic and more

Entertainment Television

14-hour-a-day entertainment n,ws
and information on mo~ies, television,

music, books and theater.

~TVg
WI<SlHltiOOltOW 1M:

CBS
Washington, DC

5
Wlle

~
Top Event and

rel'niurn Premium Ch.annel
~-VU- listlOgs with
I""C C ,ideo preVIews.

CHANNEL

PREVUE
CHANNEL

...
~

optional PPVand Premium Services are indicated beww by white dzamtel numbers in black sf(lU11T?S.
OIannels broadcast in stereo are indicated by (j symbol.

-----,---------------

~IANNIL LINEIJP

llf6:
limited SeNlCe

.8,

limited Smice

rn n

l3~
limited ServICe

rn n

3;
limited I",ice

iU:
limited Service

(j~)

limited Service

m
cr;

lim;led Servi(~

Fairfax PBS

ManalSas, Virginia

(-SPAN 3

PBS - Horthern Virginia fel"islOn

wnvtS3

Hon.-Fri.: 9 AH- 5 PH
Public Affairs programming. with I"e event co'erage.

111[;'164 TELEMUNDO
.' WASHINGTON, D.C.

Quality Ipanilh language programming indudlng top
national and tnt'mational news. sportl and ,ntertainment

•• UNIVISION
••

featUring the best in ,"t'mational
\panish language programming.

52
Limited Service

51
limIted Ser;ice

53
tumted Set..iu'

G8,

Ilml,pd ~m',(e

~n

~.. ~I.. llmmml
56 Z mR
S~rYlCE ::: FAIRFAX, VA

(61) n Urban Contemporary
~"!!II Programmrng

)~.-:'1 Husic. neWI, Iports and
com'dy programs

H-hour Consumer
IIlformatlOn cflannel

32,

LU1Hlf'rlSerl"i(l'

cw Dulles Airport Channel
Amval and departure schedule, lor malDr

airlines at Dulles International Airport

(2ID National Airport Channel
Arrival and c'parture schedules lor
major afrlin~5 at National Airport.

Plul WHET . ~H 1150 - BUSInes, radio audio

C2ID MEG
A Video lOur of
new and resale

.~~, Tour Of Homes propert", throughout
limited Smice Horthern Vrrginla.

00 IlJIl RnlJlIllllfll@:1
HOD-profit, public aceell
channel featuflng locally

'30 [Ij:Mm':iIlfl l]
produced, internatIOnally

llrni!~d Ser;ic~ Oriented programming.

(1) MEGA
Video c1al\lli,d, channel

VIDEO featuring th'
31 MARKETPlACE T,Idmonals ",twork

Limited ~ervl(e and Career Search JI.

Fairfax City
Government

Channel

Your Atlanta
Superstation

The 4·in-1 Channel
Watch H8C, C81, A8C and CHN
on on, channel IImultaneoUlly

CHANNEL 10

Home Shopping
featuflng HIC (Ipre, Ihopplng)

FAIRFAX COUNTY~1>
GOVE""riNME"NT~W1'

Hewl and inlormation 00 f ,iriax
Councy Ilsues. 24 houn a day

Your Chicago Superstation

Fairfax Cable Access Corporation
Public AcwI Programming

12
umJted ~l'f'IJCf

43'
limited )ef\licl'

'iii'
limm·d Smlce

15
limited ~erYI(e

16
limIted Servi<l'

fO
t limiff'd-·Service

..
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(62) 0 SAP - Spanish Audio

~
~

featurel cartoons from
Hanna-Barbera, HGH. Warner

Bra\. and Paramount, plus
original animated specials.

24 hours of lIVe newS
coverage. interviews and

sporls news.
CABLE NEWS NETWOllJ(

(100)°_
IIJtlNERNETWORK

TEl£VIstON

Original specials.
class'" movies and
television suie.s

I

Chriltian [amlli
values

programming

)4-nour adult
lOntemporary musIc
Videos plus CO and

cassette sales

Weeknights ~pm Jam
24 Hours lat & \un

14-hour rock musIC
'{Jdeos plus concerti 2nd

musIc specials

Travel programming
and in{ormatiQll 1)11 tcurs,

cruises and airlines.
24 hours a day

Radar Weather
24-hour-a-<lay color radar

weather for Washington. DC,
and vicinity

Programming IhowcaSing the
home. induding decorating.
home repair & remodeling.

gardening and hobbies

live national. regional and
local weather reports and

information. )4 hours a day

ReligioUl and inspjratiDn~i

programming

Trinity Broadcasting
Network

24-hour news, talk and information
network featuring NBC News anchars

Interactive Web Site:
http://www.msnbc.com

Finiln(ldl Network

Weekdays 7am-9pm

II

ODYSSEY_

M~~IS "~~1~~:~j~~(0~:;;'
Spm-Sam Weekdays oriented programi

24 hrs Weekends lam Spm Weekdays

24 hours of country music Video,.

~~~~~~I~)
Catholic family programming 24 hourI a day.

THE NASHVILLE NETWORK

Country mUllc, comedy and variety shows

VH-I

light rock Videos.
Interviews and updates.

COURTROOM TELEVISIOS NETWORK

(103)~
!-OW.' & GARDEN TflEVISON

(108) nlOR
lIDIU'I.tIr

(112) n•.,

WIIC TELEVISION·

r:ii\'7')7n~ Turner Classic Movies
..~ ...... I m ... e Commercial-free claSSIC mo'~iel,

" " plus sham, trailers, ounakes
•....". and screen tests.

The H-hour
sports network.

America's quality cable
home shopping network.

All movies. 14 hours
a day. with special film

(estivals and VCR
Overnighl."

Family-oriented non-ficfion
TV 0" scrence. history,
{«hoology and human

adwnture.

feature~ hiHor(cal
dccumentaries, movies

and miniseries

The Mid-Atlantic's regional
sports ne twork showcasing
sporting mnts of regional

and national interest

Home Shopping
Network

Hational home shopping
service. 14 hours a day.

Fea!urlOg the best in
SClenci' (Iction. science fact.

bn!a~y and horror

The (onsumer News and
BUllnes; Channel.

Documentarr". how-to
shows, and commercial-free
programs for preschoolers.

Innovative. on-the-edge
coverage of live sports "ents.

news and recreation.

• She's the One

See pages 126-128 for schedules.

~n",..

UrE!J!!t

~n~.
THE TOTAL SPORTS NETWORK"

m n

[II
THE HISTORY CHANNEl

(9Z) UII~
THE LEAR:o.IIN(i

CHAN"EL

(9ID0 ,,'-
CNBC

Award-winning
non-violent

programm'lOg
for children.

Award-winning
lilms and

performing am.

Home Box Office
14 hours of hit movies,

exclUSIVe sports. and
superstar specials.

Home Box Office
A3rd channel of HBO

programmiRg. (ree to all
HBO subscribers.

Programm'lng for today's
woman on health, fitness.

beauty. fashion and
relatIOnships.

14 hours of spom and
variety programming for

all ages

Comedy Central
Sitcoms, speilah and

stand-up performanm.

Home Box Office
Additional viewing oplions
of HBO programming. free

to all HBO subscribers

Fast-paced headline news
service. 14 hours a day.

Arts & Entertainment
Network

Original biographies.
mysteries and speerals.

The Family Channel
14 hours a day of wholesome

variety programming.

(lmic movies from Hollywood's
golden era. 14 hours a day.

Hit movies and original entertainment
specials 14 hours a day.

14 hours of movies. music. comedy
speerals and film restivals.

Srnnd, Audio

lJOfjJ@fjJJEilCr

SHOINTIME:2

Additional viewing oplions of Cinema<
programming, free to all Cinema, subscribers.

Additional viewing options of Showtime
programming. free to all Showtime subscribers.

- j The~fsNEfChannel=Original films. new features and
~ timeless Disney favorites.
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February 19, 1997

Dear Ms. Barito:

1Iere ,It'C the key parts of today's tel~phoneconversation about("<lptloning.
;

REAL-TIME CAptioning
&al.tim~ c'Aptioning is captioning while the ev~t is happening. It requires aline 21 dosed
caption cnt:odet and an operator who h~<; special C<1uipment. It may r~quirc a modem.

R~al-time do~cd captioning i:s cna•.tcterized by captjon~ which sc;roll vertically in the lower
quarrel:' of the SCf(!('n. Sutnt--. b\lt nor all, decoders allov.- the C'dptions to scrol1 in the top
qU<Il"ter of the screen.

'llle challcngcln real-time captioning is just to get the speak~!:t$words on the screen with a
minimum of errors. There is no rime to edit out s~ntence frngrncnt:>. dean up grammar or
to co~cr crroP.'l. Speed and accuracy Me the hallmarks of a good r~al-timecaprioncs-.

Who doc$ TUI/·/im captioning)
nIt; operator is a peI'SOll tr.tincd ;15 it stenographer It typically takes at least five ye3IS to
become proficient.

1\.:..:hnll.-t\Ily, any court reporter cO\.l1d supply a signal to the linc 21 encoder; however, mO$t
r.;OUf"t reporter.; m.akc too many mistakes. A smaller group of court reporters are able to
tl<lllscribe with ycry good <lCCl.H:acy, th~c n:porten; call themselves rtd-time nportm. An
even smaller group i., both accurate and abk to instinctively rar-dphr-ase when the lipeaker i.,,,
t.tlking futer that the roughly 180 wOr'd~ pet minute ma.,<imum that folks can read. 1bis last
group att:: genuine rwUi/)1( ctljJtio~m. There a:re roughly ISO red-time captimrer'S.

The OP(·t""dtor will supply his 0(' her own equipment (1 would be very wary ofan operator
who chums experience but doesn't have his or her own t·'luipmem!). Stenographic
t!quipmcnt IS rarely Interchangeable between operarots.

What eqlli,pmenr to I need?
AI! you need is il line 21 closed caprion t>ncodet, The rtd/-ltme Captir1l1ff supplies the rest.

It is :t good idea to either hav~ a modem (1200 baud) built in r.o the ltne 21 d05t.·d caption
encoder or;l,'1 a separate unit. The modern will allow <::-aptlr)lling by rt.-al-time captioners
loc..-a.t~d anywhere your video/audio signal reaches. 'ihis will gr:eady incrcaJc the pool of
potential fwUimt coptiotltrs bidding for yO\lr work.



What does labot' COSt?
Real-time dosed captioning opet"at:ol'S I:'ateIy ch;.\tgt:' tess than $100 an hour. Typically, they
<;',\0 work for ~ m:l.ltul\um of4 hours ar a stretch. so longer scs:;ions require two operators.

When :l real-time capnouct comes to your sit£' they often charge travel time and;en _
addiriOl'1al hour for serup. Using a modem can avoid these ch:J..'"gCs.

What dQes hardw3r'C eQ::l?
A good quality line 21 dosed Clprkm cn<:oder for digital vjd~o costs $3.250. Th~.. same line
21 encodel." can he used for qjf-liftl! captioning too. A built-in modem costs an additional
$150.

Othe,: incidenrnl hardware may add SIOO for a few pbles AAd the rack SP~l:!.

r would x-ecolmnend not letting anyone talk you mto purchaliing s~nographicequipment;
however, if you dt:cidc to purchas~ stcnogrnphic equipment for dos~d captioning I can glve
you the name of a fellow who bought $25,000 worth of brand-new t;'<luipment which the
vendor won't rake bad:: :;md which he wants to sell.

OFF-LINE captioning
q/flint; <:aptioning is captionmg during post production. Tt requirc~ .\ line 21 doseU caption
encoder, a time code rC4lder, '4 remote: control int.ermcc to a VHS/SVHS d~ck, hardware to
vi~uali2e captions, and spec1a1ized software. The operator mu.,qt be literate but does not
te9uire extensive tr'Aining.

Off~ljl1e captioning is characteriLcd lJr captions which "pop-up" on ~hc scr~en. The
C:lrrions can be pOllitioned just about anywhere 011 a 15 line by 32 chara<.""ter grid in the saf~

title ~\I"t!a. Some, but not all, decoders allow you to make color captions.

The challenge in off-line captioning is to maintain production values;. The captions should
not intrude Ot' distract the viewer. And the hallm:u-k of ~ good off-line capcioner a1'l'

t.'aptions that communicate and work with the video Qe: when possibl~ e<tptions pop-up at
edits and not 6 frames ~tCt tu create a distracting visual flutler).

WhQ dQCs 9/f-1i11~ {:aptioni~

It bkes ~bout 6 month:! to develop proficiency as an off-lin~ captioncr-. Most of that time'
is spent learning srylisric issues.

The ideal person is a bit allal rerenrive and ha.'l a good gnwp of dll'~ English lmguage. I also
suggest someone: who h~ 5'ome sort of p~~m;4.1 tie to dC"4.fnes$ - the bes~ captioners all
seem r.o have a. deaf rclati.....e m: dosl: friend.

Whit is the qjfline capriQQing prQcess?
It's the S,lme 'AS m.'lking and Llsing -an edit dcci:lion list (EDL) to ;luta ~5emblc:'1video
segment.

The finlt ~t~p is to simple transcribe the audio. Wrire with any word processor that suits
your fancy. People oftctl use an audio casSl'tte transcriber tathe:r than tra.nscribing directly



from video. One O\ltfit we know of gives me audio dubs to me local secretarial school for
discount tr,ulsctiption.

"inc second step is to br:oo the text into captlOflS by simply inserring lines to di...tinguish
on~ caption &om the omer. Again, you can do this on your- favorite: wold procc$sor~

The third step uses AUTOCA.PTION to tag each caption with a time code. Playa time
coded copy of the video. When. you press 3. key, time code is automaticilly gt":lbbed wd
a..'isigned to the next ~d.ption.

'l1)C fourth step is to review your work. Are reading r.tes reL,;onable? Arc: the captions in
the right place. The system autorn:lttc-.tlly cues the tape to any caption you want to work on.

Th~ fifth step is to play the master with AUTOCAhIoN enrodi"!, stqti(JIf monitoring me .
tim~ code and automatically sending the captions ro the line 21 encoder or chaructergentralor
at just the right time.

W}m ~Qyjpmcntto I ne~rJ?

AUTOCAPTION i..~ a complete system (time code reader, direct ca.ption card, t.lpe deck
Interface, and software) &om a single manufuctutcc Other than the following. thece's
nothin~else to buy.

• A V1IS/SVHS deck that support'S rime code (prefenbly with internal time code).
• A '386/33 Ot; F~t<.:(DOS computer with rnonochromt: text monitor or better.

• A video monitoc

• An AUTOCAPTlON Studio C\tption system ($6,730).

• A line 21 dosed C'aptian encoder' ($3,250)-

• A handful of \"'<lbles and a comfortable chair.

Thi.~ will give you ,l du-al pucpc.JS(~ input: :\hd encoding station un a single computer. By
addin~ ~ootherDOS computt.:r you am split the system intO an input fl~!i()lt a.nd a separate
mcodtll/'.. JlatJr)1t.

111e adv>U1t',%e of splitting d1e s~tem is convenience and COSt. You can set up the mcoding
sr.alioft up cotwenient to where: you have the master tapes. Bl:cau~ it tolkes at lc-ast four
times ;l.<; long to schedule [he captions at the input starion, one encoding s~on can easily
support five input stations (I'd suggest one encoding ~t\tion fOt: every seven input stltions).

Each addicion;t.l input :'it:\t1on requires the following:

• A VHS/SVHS deck that supporrs time code (preferably with intcm~l tim~ code).
• A '386/33 oc faster nos cDmputer with mor\Ochl"Otnc tl.'1Ct monitor or bettet'".
• A video moniwr.
• An AUTOCAP'l'ION input smtion ($1,990)
• A handfUl of cables and II comfortable chair.



What dQcs labor cost?
S',uanes for journeyman captioners seem to he lH:rnreen $21,000 and $32,000 per year.
However,lluvc;: heard that the big inl'tltutional c3ptionet'lt (NCT, WGBH, and VITEC)
require the prospective employee sign a multi-year conttaet before being tT.uned as a
captioner. 'ihis "indenturing" suggests tha.t there is a deu'l.::md tor: trained captiooer.>.

A joutneyman caprioncr takes four to six rimes the length of the: t"o1.pe to caption the tape.
rn other-words, a professional will take four to six hours to caption a one hour tape.

In4':xpetienccd caption~rs seem to t<tkc about twelve times the length of the tape. For
example, I know of so'me colle~c studctlbl doing rnptioning at a~ time t"<lte of $8.50 an
hour who :ilt~ about this efficient. '

Other QptiQ!)5

One p()~sibi1ity is to use institutional aptioners (estimate $1600 per tape hom: in volume),
independent captioners (estimate: $1200 per tape hour f()r- steady wl)rk). and sl:un-dunk
~aptiQners ($550 per t"ctpe hour). 'fhe in~titutionalcaprio!1ers will do nne work hut may not
be ver:y sensitive: to the game of go!f. Tndependent captioners vary widely, from the best
captioners on earth to some pretty awful captioner-: who do what I call "slam-dunk"
Qlptionin~. Slam·dunk captioning is when the captioner rakes your tnlnscript and simpEy
pUIS it on the screen wirhout much concern for where it appears Qr when it appears or if
the viewer can hope to read that f<lSt - th~.. is generally done as lip-sel'\'icc to ADA
l:'equiremcnns.

I know of one independent capnollcr with fine credentials who h£lppen~ to be a first oWe!
gulf addict. Pam Priddy at CaptioNation (301 353-8812) might be a valuable resource for
you ~ well as someone who could get your L<lpoonillg opcr.ttion s,1~lrtcd. I recommend her.

Don't forget that by ovemighting a. VHS copy of the V1.deo you can have my off-line
captiortcr in me world F·tnail back the necessary schedule for you to caption the f.:lpe in
house. This gives you reserve capa.city ,tnd out-of-hous~ altern~tives.

I Tope this epistle helps!

Win Wieneke


