
February 8, 1997

Reed Hundt
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hunt:

I am writing as a concerned parent and citizen of this great
United States of America.

I am appa1ed at the filth and trash that is being channeled in
to our homes.

I am asking that you will seriously consider rejecting the new
rating systems for television.

Why should the entertainment industry deside on the ratings?
Their values conflict greatly with the values of the general
public.

I urge you, as I am sure many others do, to please reject the
Jack Valenti TV rating before Congress.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mrs. James Caldwell

Inc
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New TV ratings meaningless
By DR.DONALD E. WILDMaN

AFA President

The new TV ratings are a farce and a slap in the face of the viewing public.
Suppose that a pornographer showed up at your door with a package addressed to

your 14-year-old daughter. You go to the door and receive the package. You aren't told
what is in the package, only that the pornographer has determined that your daughter
is old enough to open the package and peruse the contents.

No way, you say. Well. that is precisely what the TV industry has just done in
deciding on a new rating system for their programs. Here are the new ratings:

TV-Y Appropriate for all children. Specifically designed for a very young audi
ence, including children ages two to six. This program is not expected to
frighten younger children.

TV-Y7 Designed for children age seven and above. More appropriate for chil
dren able to distinguish between make-believe and reality. May include mild
physical or comedic violence.

TV-G Contains little or no violence, no strong language and little or no sexual
dialog or situations.

TV-PG The program may contain coarse language. limited violence. some sug
gestive dialog and situations. The theme itself may call for parental guidance.

TV-14 This program may contain sophisticated themes. sexual content. strong
language and intense violence.

TV-M May contain profane language. graphic violence and explicit sexual con
tent.

While pretending to provide help to parents. the industry has
done exactly the opposite. They have told parents. for instance.
that programs rated TV-Y. TV-Y7, TV-G, TV-PG, and TV-14
are suitable for kids and youth to view. They have made that
decision for parents.

In none of the categories will the industry tell you why a
given program earned a particular rating. nor will they give any
content analysis. Not a clue. And get this - the person who pro
duces the program is the one who will give it a rating! There
will be absolutely no consistent perspective used in the ratings
since hundreds, even thousands. of different individuals will be
doing the ratings.

()Ii~~thirlg-·~tfug sY~~~-.'

It' will absolv&:the netw~~'~'
"",;<'i:ci,'-· - ,,- ,,-."'.:.,,:"-."'~;!:~":;~:if"'~-

One thing this rating system will do well, and one thing only. It will absolve the
networks and Hollywood of any and all responsibility for the content of their pro
grams. They can put on anything and everything - which they will- and absolve them
selves by saying. "We warned you in advance. The program was rated. We accept no
responsibility...

It is going to be interesting to see how the religious community will respond to this
next step toward total degradation.
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
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Coordinators

Jody Watermann
Prog1I2Irr Coontinator

~Md<enzie
Prog1I2Irr Qlonlinator

~Crllwfo.rd
~CoorrIiItator

~Mai
PtogrrlriI Coontitltltor

RitaJacobs
Public Policy Qlonli1llllor

L:JueIIa Marlin
Public Policy Qlonii1llltor

Gloria Jasinski
Public Policy Coonii1llltor

Dr. Jacqueline Maly
Public Policy Coonti1llltor

Dear Chairman Hundt,

Thank you for meeting with the Citizens Task Force on TV Violence
on Thursday, January 30th. It is heartening to know that you
share the convictions of the groups involved in this coalition.

We appreciate your ongoing work with the issue of television
programming for children, including the necessity of a content
based rating system.

Please know that the 40,000 members of the National Association
for Family & Community Education support your efforts and will
continue their work at the grass-roots level on this important
issue relating to families.

Sincerely,

~1a.:.VuJlj-C:.S~~
Harriet E. Steenson
224 23rd Avenue
Wolbach, NE 68882
tel/fax: 308-246-5383
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the Problem
It's a familiar situation. Today's Iechnology provide, an

overwhelming amount of entertoinment chotees direct to )'OUr TV.
But how do yoo manage these choices YIIhen children sometimes
hove unsupervised access to the TV?

Yoo coold bon TV until your children grow up. Not too rea~1Iic

since there ore many wortnwnile programs /hat inform, educate,
and entertain.

You could let Congress legislate conllBnt controls on program
producers. Not 100 desirable considering a r.w special interest
groups coold didole what is acceptable for all of us to watch.

Or yoo could toke motIIBrs into your own hands and decide what
will ploy on your TV and what won'•. The only question is haw?

theSolution
The PG-CHIP is how. Irs the simple way for a parent to modify

program content without blocking out the entire program. The PG·
Chip alters certain scenes and language. In effect toning down the
intensity of the original program, while still allowing it 10 be
viewed.

The PG-ehip can be located in a TV, VCR, cable box, or stond
alone unit. Then it is just a motter af octi'fOting a switch. When
activated, programs received via coble, by normal broadcast TV,
or played by the VCR are altered slightly during playback.

The object of the PG-Chip is not to censor any programmer or
10 prevent any mature viewer from gaining access to their pre'
ferred type of programming.

By allowing parents 10 alter the intensity of program content,
programmers are left with a satisfied audience of viewers who are
truly inleresllBd in seeing the program The Porentol Guicle
Company has SfMW'al solutions 10 controlling the spiraling problem
of sex and violence in programming. Coli us for more details!

Patents hH:I by The Parental Guide Company, LL.C.
4,605,964 • 4,888,796 • 4,932,874· S,172,111

J»arcntal Guide Company, L.L.c. • 5723 F SIred • Omaha, NE 6XII7 • /-402-734-<)W<)



IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date: July 9, 1996

Contact: June Chambers
Parental Guide or
402-734-9999

Lynn Hjnderaker
OmegaPoint Communications
402-556-7978

PARENTAL GUIDE'S PG-CHlpTM ACCOMMODATES DIVERSE
FAMILY VALUES AND RATING SYSTEMS

Flexible V-Chip TMTechnology Reflects America's Diversity

Omaha-based parental Guide, LLC,™ has announced the availability of the "PG

ChipTM", a flexible variation on the recently legislated V-ChipTM technology. The new
chip - which is based on "core" V-ChipTM patents originally developed in the early
eighties and owned by parental GUide - allows parents to edit programs selectively

rather than blocking entire channels. Objectionable scenes or audio "bites" within an

otherwise acceptable show can be filtered out. The result: America's latch-key kids

get to watch more (slightly edited) programs while absentee parents suffer less anxiety

about content.

The fleXibility of the PG-ChipTM is especially important as programming bigwigs

try to hash out a TV programming ratings system that accommodates America's

diverse values and empowers absentee parents. To cope with the diversity. Jack

Valenti's MPAA committee may recognize several different ratings systems, requiring

V-ChipTM programming that is especially selective and flexible.

The PG-ChipTM - spawned by "core" patents - can be easily programmed to be
flexible, The closer to the original patent, the more reliable the final filtering
technology will be.

pATon..l ,uide

Parental Guide Company. L.L.c.
~723 F Street
Omaha. NE 68117
402 7)4-9999
FAX; 402 7J4-W6:<
k811-PG- VCHIP 11'IXi'i-748-2447)



Parental Guide Press Release

Page 2

parental Guide's Joe Abboud confirms his company's unique mission:

'We're poised to respond to the MPAA's ratings recommendations
with a broad, flexible chip product that serves both parents and the
creative community. "

parental Guide has close ties with major consumer electronic companies both

domestic and foreign. The company purchased the core V-ChipTM patents between

1991 and 1995 from inventors that now participate with Parental Guide in the ncensing

venture.

Interested parties - including special interest groups, TV set manufacturers,

program executives and legislators - are encouraged to contact parental Guide at

5723 F Street, Omaha, NE 68117,402-734-9999.

pafClnt.l ,utde

Parental Guide Company. L.L.C.
.'inJ F St,eet
Omuha. NE oK I 17
402 734-9999
FAX: 402 734-3%3
Klili-PG- VCHIP IX8X· 748-2N7)


