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March 4, 1997

Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

cr1 LATE FILED

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools and libraries so that
every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The
Telecommunications Act • through its Universal Service Fund provisions - mandates the development of
special discount rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices. The
resources Rutland City Public Schools are severely limited; we are one of the poorest school districts in
the state of Vermont. As a result, we have not yet been able to invest adequately in advancing
technological opportunities for our students.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving learning,
sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of our nation's people. Affordable access to
technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long learners can connect
with the technology that they will need to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced
telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers of new
technology well in the 21st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions
related to schools and libraries. These recommendations would give our learning institutions significant
discounts on all services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts on connections
to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to providing the most advanced
learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

We urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will provide
affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools and libraries flexibility in choosing the
services needed to meet each community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adoped by
the FCC, will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans

Sincerely,

/It~f~
Mary E. Moran
Assistant Superintendent of Schools



Rutland City Public Schools

6 Church St.

Rutland, VT 05701-3499
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Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554
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American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizattons

LINDA CHAVEZ-THOMPSON
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

RICHARD L. TRUMKA
SECRETAR~TREASURER

815 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C 20006
(202) 637-5000

JOHN J. SWEENEY
PRESIDENT

Albert Shanker
Vincent R. Sombrotto
John T Joyce
Jay Mazur
George J. Kourpias
Michael Sacco
Gloria T Johnson
J. Randolph Babbitt
Pat Friend
Sumi Haru
Leon Lynch
Arthur Moore
Jake West

Edward T Hanley
Gerald W McEntee
Morton Bahr
Lenore Miller
John N. Sturdivant
Ron Carey
Douglas H. Dority
Clayola Brown
Michael Goodwin
Carroll Haynes
Doug McCarron
Arturo S. Rodriguez
Alfred K. Whitehead

Wayne E. Glenn
William H. Bywater
Robert A. Georgine
John J. Barry
Frank Hanley
Arthur A. Coia
George FBecker
MA "Mac" Fleming
Joe L. Greene
James LaSala
Andrew McKenzie
Robert A. Scardellettl
Andrew L. Stern

James E. Hatfield
Marvin J. Boede
Gene Upshaw
Moe Biller
James J. Norton
Frank Hurt
Stephen P. Yokich
Carolyn Forrest
Sonny Hall
William Lucy
AL "Mike" Monroe
Robert E. Wages

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

REFERENCE: Docket #96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

March 3, 1997

EX PAHTE OR LATE FILED

The AFL-CIO recognizes the preeminent role of equal educational opportunity in our
society. It is a civil right and it is good for the American economy and American workers.

We want to express our support for the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service's
recommendations on schools and libraries. We further support the National Telecommunication
and Information Administration' s (NITA), Department of Commerce, comments to further raise
the discounts to 95 percent for the poorest schools in high-cost areas.

The AFL-CIO is primarily interested in providing access to poor local school districts
where most minorities and future workers of America go to school. Most of these schools are
in high-cost urban areas and in need of repair. The schools have little resources to provide
children with the tools they need to compete in the 21st Century. We support using the Free
and Reduced Price Lunch program as a poverty indicator for determining discounts.

We are extremely concerned that since the funding will be available on a first-come first
served basis, many schools and libraries in poor local school districts, in particular those in the
Empowerment Zones and Enterprise areas, may not have the technological support to access the
fund in a timely manner.

We ask you to consider providing free access or the NITA suggested 95 percent discount
for the schools with the most need.

Sincerely,



815 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
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Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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