
Building The
Wireless Future,.

March 21, 1997

Mr. William F. Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. - Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

CTIA
Cellular
Telecommunications
Industry Association
1250 Connecticut
Avenue, N'w.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036
202-785-0081 Telephone
202-785-0721 Fax

Ex Parte Contact:

Dear Mr. Caton:

Universal Service
CC Docket No. 96-45

On Friday, March 21, 1997, Messrs. Brian Fontes, Senior Vice President for
Policy and Administration, Randall S. Coleman, Vice President for Regulatory Policy
and Law, and Michael F. Altschul, Vice President and General Counsel, CTIA, met with
Dan Phythyon, Acting Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, and Nancy Boocker
David Kretch, and Elizabeth Lyle, also of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. The
attached material regarding Calling Party Pays issues was provided to the attendees, in
documentation of the discussion.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, an original and one copy
of this letter and the attachment are being filed with your office.

If there are any questions in this regard, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,
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Robert F. Roche
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Calling Party Pays

Overview

• Around the world, people who make calls pay for calls.

• Here in the U.S. this is the model for practically every
telecommunications service. 800 Services and wireless (cellular and
PCS) Services are the exceptions.

• 800 Service calls are designed to be collect calls, but wireless service
calls were forced by historical accident to be collect calls.

• To be a full competitor in providing universal service, this uneconomic
"collect" model must end -- the traditional model of "calling party pays"
is the solution.

• Calling Party Pays will also stimulate traffic and revenues for all parties
concerned, wireline as well as wireless.

• The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the FCC's August 8, 1996,
Interconnection Order require equal status and reciprocal treatment of
telecommunications carriers and their intercommunications. The
uneconomic (and technically unnecessary) model of "wireless collect"
calling must be remedied.


