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Fordham University
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman RECEIVED

Fcdcral Communications Commission

1919 M Street, Suite 814 ,. 2

Washington, DC 20554 APR 1997
Federal Communications Commissi

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801 Ofica of Socveary

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alllance for Community Medla, fellow 11Sers of my
communily dceess cenler, non-prolil groups around lhe counlry, and Ainericadr
laxpayers, | respecliully urge you and olher members of the Cominission o
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such
time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters
compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry
have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital
tclevision" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the
spcetrum will be uscd for the purposcs for which it was intended no carlicr than
1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will
begin to use the spectrum for non-television services  services for which the
rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at
public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move
will also have the ettect ot giving broadcasters an untair competitive advantage
in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public
educational and governmental ("PEG") access 1o the broadcast media.
Non-commerclal, non-profit PEG IS a highly successtul model for creating and
promoling cilizen involverenl in locdl dlfdirs. PEG access supporls
dislance ledarning, cormmunily involvernent and detnocralic discourse over d
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information
using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television.
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Funds generaled by lhe sale of digilal speclrum al dauclion could help our
children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

Sinccercly, Signature

Prof. John M. Phelan
Communication and Media Studies
Director, McGannon Communications Research Center
Fordham University
New York, NY 10458
cc: Edward O. Fritts
Natlonal Assoclation of Broadcasters
March 21, 1997
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The [lon. Reed Illundt, Chairman [Federal Communications Commission 14138 M
Street, Suite 8141 Washington, DC 20551

BY FRX: (z0z) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behall ol Lhe Alllance for Communily Media, [ellow users ol my
community access center, non-profit groups around the country, and American
taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast felevision industry until
such timc ac they arc rcady to usc them, and to demand that tclevision
broadcaslers compensale Lhe [ederal governmenl [or Lhelir use of publlc
property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting
industry have announced within the past fow weeks that their plans to
lmplement "digilal Lelevision” have been delayed, wilh mosl indusiry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes tor which
it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In
the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for
non-tclevigion scrvices -- scrvices for which the rest of the wircless
Lelecommunications induslry has pald markel-based rales al public auclion.

In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will
also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage
in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion Lhal could be used Lo provide supporl for
public,
educaticonal and governmental {"PEG") access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating
and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG accoss supports
dislance learning, communily involvemenl and democrallic discourse over a
variety ot media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital
tclevision. Funds gencrated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction

- could help our c¢hildren and extend Lhe benelils of the Informalion

Superhighway to all.
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We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicatecs its willingness to adeguately compensatce Amcrican taxpayers for
Lhe use of Lhelr properly.

Sincerely,
Michael R. Giese
6111 Sunvalley Dr. #373 :
El Paso Tx 79924

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

THANKS AGAIN FOR YOUR PROMPT HELP ON THIS!!!!
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Federal Communications Commission

Oftica of Secretary
The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman el
Federal Communications Commission, 1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

3/22/97

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behaif of the Alliance for Community Media, feliow users of my
‘community access center, non-profit groups around the country, and
American taxpayers,i respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuing"digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use
of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting
industry have announced within the past few weeks that their pians to
implement "digital teievision” have been deiayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which
it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even iater than that. In
the meantime, it is iikely that they wili begin to use the spectrum for
non-television services -- services for which the rest of the wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at pubiic
auction. In addition to giving away a vaiuabie public resource, this move
will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireiess information service providers.

This is $70 biilion that could be used to provide support for public,
educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a nhighly successful mode! for creating
and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over
a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-
profit entities and individuals the abiiity to generate and disseminate
information
>>using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television.

Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our
children and extend the benefits of the information Superhighway to aii.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry

/
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indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers
for the use of this property.

Sincerely,

it T Aera

2990 Clayton-Delaney Rd., Clayton, De. 19938

cc: Eaward O. Fritis

Nationai Association of Broadcasters
By Fax: (202) 429-5373
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>>The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman

>>Federal Communications Commission o
>>1919 M Strest, Suits 814 R T
>>Washington, OC 20554 S
>>
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>>
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>>Dear Chaitman Hundt:

!
> 4
>> On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my commu;;ty PR 2 ]997
>>access Conter, non-profit groups sround tha country, and American taxpsyers, ™ Uning
>>1 respectiully urge you and other members of the Commission 10 delay issuing Ofticg tiong Commjs
>>"digital” licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as
>>they are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters
>>compensate the federal government for their use of public property.
>>
>> As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry
>>have announced within the past few weeks that their pians 1o implement
>>"digital television” have been delayed, with most industry sources stating
>>that the Spectrum will be used for the purposes for which t was |mndg§ no
>>garlier than 1990, and perhaps even later than that in the meantime. it1s
>>likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services
>>-- 30Mvices for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry
>>has peid market-based rates st pudlic auction !n addtion o giving away
>>a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving
>>broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation o other wireless
>>information service providers.
>>
>> This is $70 billion that could de used W provide support for public,
>>pducations] and govermmentai ('PEG”) access to the broadcast media.
>>Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful modei for creating and
>> promaoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
>>distance iearning, community invoivemant and democratic discourse over a
>>vanety of media Now the Commission has an opportunity o give non-profit
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>>enfities and individuais the ability to generate and disseminats information
>>using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
>>generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our childran
>>and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway t all.

>>

>> We respectiully urge the Commission to hold tha issugnce of these

>>valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry

>>indicates s willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
>>the use of their property.

>>
>>

Sincersly,
>

>> (9¢) 43224, )77 ,

address)

>>ce: Edward O. Fritts /7007 8 well s W
>>  Nabonal Associstion of Broadcastars > eann V /ey, L. Sy §
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CABLE CMISSION

24021 Research Drive, Farmington Hills, Michigan 48335 (810) 473-7268 / Fax (810) 473-8810

RECEIvER

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission Lo ey e by
1919 M Street, Suite 814 L wn LATEFILED “APR 2 1997
Washington, DC 20554 Fodera!
e Communications Commisgion
wQ'GfSammy

BY FaAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center,
non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and
other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast
television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public
property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that.
In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services--services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid
market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public
resource, this move will also have the effect of giving brcadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental (PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promcting citizen iavolvement in local affairs.
PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over
a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities
and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly
increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at aucrtion could help ocur children and extend the benefits of the Information
Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuwance of these wvaluable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to
adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

S'?gerely,
L AP .
b pe (A LDl

Caxen Collins, Executive Director I
24021 Research Drive
Farmington Hills, Michigan 4833§

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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Fadara! Communications Commission
O¥fice of Secrgmry

March 21, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of colleagues in community access, non-profit groups around the country, the Alliance for
Community Media, and American taxpayers [ respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "'digital'' licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them,
and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public
property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the
past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry sources
stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps
even later than that, In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services — services for which the rest of the wireless telecommuni-cations industry has paid market-based rates at
public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of
giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers,

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental (""PEG") access to the broadcast media, Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful
model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning,
community Involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an
opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and dissemninate information using the
vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commmussion to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until
such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for

the use of their property.

Laura R. Linder

cc: Edward O. Fritts No. of Copies rec'd Z
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

e

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20563

Television (DTV) service rules and channel assignments, I wanted to express the
Administration's views on several aspects of this critical issue. The transiion to digital
television broadcasting offers numerous consumer benefits aud a wealth of opportunity for the
creation of high value jobs and new markets.

The President’s budget assumes a rapid build-out of digital technology to stimulate the
market and to promote broad economic gains as quickly as possible. The Administration
supports and applauds the recent commitment by many in the broadcast industry to commence
digital broadcasting in eighteen months in the top ten markets. A rapid transition is critical to the
Administration and we believe that the Commission should take steps to formalize and expand
this commitment and take all other necessary steps to ensure rapid deployment that allows for
termination of analog in 2006.

A rapid transition will ensure that we maximize the significant potential gains to our
economy and disseminate consumer benefits that will be realized by DTV. The American people
will benefit from better quality, higher resolution television pictures, more choices in
programming, and more programming dedicated to serving the public interest. Rapid
deployment also will ensure sufficient time to create a market for a technology trensition of this
magnitude. The Commission work to make this bappen is critical to achieving all these goals.

Thank you for consideration of the Administration's views.
Sincerely,

N

Franklin D. Raines

Director
cc. Commissioner Susan Ness ,
Commissioner Racheile B. Chong No. of Copies rec'd
Commissioner James H. Quello : List ABCDE
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
THE SCHOOL OF SOCTAL SERVICE ADMINISTRATI ON

969 EAST SIXTIETH STREET
CHTICAGO *ILLINOIS<«<60637

TEL: (773)702-1146 *F A X: (773) 834-1582

Office of External Affairs ST e e httpifwww.chas.uchicago odu/fssa/

Gary B. Grant, Associate Dean e TR R o
REQENEQ

g-grant@uchicago.edu

March 22, 1997

APR 2

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman R 1997
Federal Communications Commission Federai Communicati o
1919 M Street, Suite 814 Otfice of sa’g:l:mfi:mmmm

Washington, DC 20554
BY FAX: (202) 418-2801
Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center,
non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Comumission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry
until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters
compensate the fedcral government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting indnstry have announced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television” have been delayed, with
most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was
intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps cven later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that
they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -- services for which the rest of the
wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-comimercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety
of mcdia. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the
ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of
digital television. Fuuds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our
children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for thc use of their property.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'd /
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23 March 1997

SUUTIFLED REQENEQ
The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman -

Federal Communications Commission !
1919 M Street, Suite 814 APR 2 ’997
Washington, DC 20554

L

Federaj Comgnunimtions Commission
BY FAX: (202) 418-2801 o

Dear Chairman Hundt;

| respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital"
licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and
to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of
public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement " digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services —services for
which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at
public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have
the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

| respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Richard D. Erlich

Ne. of Copies rac'd /
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman RECE’VED

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814 IAPR p. 1997

Washington, DC 20554
Federal Commuypi -
March 23, 1997 Oficy o o008 Commission

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt;

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my
community access center, non-profit groups around the country, and
American taxpayers, | respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of
public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting
industry have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to
implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it
was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In
the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-
television services---services for which the rest of the wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction.
In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also
have the effect of giving commercial broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for
public,educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast
media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for
creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access
supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic
discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and
disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of
digital television. Funds
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generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children
and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry

indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

Very trul& l%/ours,
RIDGECREST COMMUNITY TELEVISION, INC.

Kby Lot

President

1221 Flora Way
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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Sid W. Richardson Communications Center
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!

Ths Hon, Reed Hunds, Chairman APR 2 1997
Federal Communications Commission - -
1919 M Street, Suite 814 Federai C%r;;z:r:’mmns c:;mmsssnon

Washington, DC 20554
BY FAX: (202) 418-2801
Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you
and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital™ licenses to the broadcast
television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few wecks that their plans to implement "digital television” have
been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes
for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the
meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services--
services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based
rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuabie public resource, this move will
also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability 1o generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequatcly
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Robert Huésca T

Assistant Professor

No. of Cepies rec'd /
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NEWTON COMMUNICATIONS ACCESS CENTER INC,
Building community through access ro technology

90 Lincoln Street « P.O. Box 810192 » Newton MA 02161-0192
617-965-7200  Fax 617-965-5677
RECEIVED

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communicutions Commisgion Faderai Communications Commission

1919 M Streat, Sulto 814 Office of Secramary
washington DC 20554

March 24, 1967

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801
Dear Chalrman Hundt;

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media. and the Massachusatts Chapter of ACM with which | am a
Board Membor and Ecorctary, representing over 300 PEQ avuuss cenlers throughout the Commonwealtn, as
woll ag the many local non-profit groups we serve, | respecifully urge you and other members of the Commigsion
to delay issuing “digital" liccnses lo the broadcast television Industry until such time: as they are ready to use
them, and to damand that television broadcasters compensate the federal guvernment fus their use of pubiic
propery.

As you know, a number of reprecentative of the broadcasting industry have announced within the past lew
wewky {hat plans to Implement digilal {¢levision have bsen delayed with mast industry sources stating the
spectrum will be used for the purposcs for which it was Intended nu eailit than 1999, ana perhaps aven later.
In the meantime, it is likely thal they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television scrvices — services for
which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. 1n
saditisn to giving away valuable public reseurces, this move will effeclively yive Livaduasiers an unfair
compatitive advantage over other wirelass informualion service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be ueed lo provide support for public, educational and governmental ("FEW")
access 10 the broadeast madia.  Non-commercial, nan-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizen involvementl in Jucal aflairs, PEG access supports distance learning and democratic giscourse
over a variety of media. PEG accece builds sommunity value. Now the Commission has an opportunity o give
non-profit entities and individuals the abilily lo generate and disseminate infarmation using the vastly increased
carringe capacity of digital television. Funds gensralud by e sale uf digital spectrum at auction could hetp our
children and extend the hanefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commisslon to hold the 1asuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance unui
such time as the broadcasting industry indicates lis willingness to adequately compensate Amarican taxpayers
for the uge of lheil property.

Sincerely, //

xocutlve Director, NCAC
cc: Senators .lahn Kerry & Edward Kennedy

U.S. Rep. Barney Frank

Edward O, Firths, NAD
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission = =~ L APR 2 1997
1919 M Street, Suite 814 . MMFedaras Communications Commission

Washington, DC 20554 v _— Oftice of Secretary

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community
accass center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, 1
respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing
"digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are
ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the
federal government for their use of public property. As you may know, a number
of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the past
few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed,
with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 19989, and perhaps even later
than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for
non-television services, services for which the rest of the wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In
addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational
and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial,
non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen
involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community
involvement and democratic discourse ovar a variety of media. Now the
Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the
ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benéefits of the
Information Superhighway to all. We respectfully urge the Commission to hold
the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the
broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate
American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Dawn Wilson

1730 NW Couch St. #306
Portland, OR 97209

Sincerely,

ine rac’d /

]

. Na.of Co;
cc:  Edward O. Fritts Ho. of Gopi

National Association of Broadcasters
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Dear Chairman Hundt:

As an American taxpayer, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital” licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are
ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal
government for their use of public property.

I have been dismayed by the number of representatives of the broadcasting industry who
have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television”
have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that.

In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services -- services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid
market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource,
this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in
relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is
a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs.
PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse
over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly
increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information

Superhighway to all.

I urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until
such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate
American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

59 Hartley Street
Portland, ME 04103

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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March 24, 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Medis, fellow users of my community access center, nonprofit
groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay 1ssuing “digital” licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to
dernand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the past
few weeks that their plans to implement “digital television” have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that
the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than
that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -- services for
which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition
to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair
competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This 1s $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental (“PEG”)
access to the broadcast media. Noncommercial, nonprofit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give nonprofit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital
television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of
the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such
time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate the American taxpayers for the use
of their property.

Sincerely,
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Sherry Byme
Executive Diractor

ce: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

FAX (301) 322-8132

4 TOD (301) 773-4208
www.access digex.net/~cv1s

E-mall ctvi5@access digex.net




