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CUfIlfllUfli<;aliUfI aflcJ MecJia SlucJies

Rose Hill Campus

Fordham University

NAW Y()rk, N. Y. W4SR-S 1S4

Tel. 7188174857

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) .1118-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED

APR 2 1997

On hAhr3lf of thA AIlIr3nr,A for l,ommlJnlty MArJlr3, fAllow IJ~Ar~ of my
l;UJlllllUllily al;l;e~~ l;ertler, rturt-lJrulil ~ruulJ~ aruumJ ltle l;uurtlry, allU Ailleril;art
laXlJayer~, I re~lJedrully ur~e yuu allU ultler IlIelllLJer~ Ur ltle Curllllli~~iurt lu
delay issuing "digital" licenses to tile broadcast television industry until sucll
time as t1ley are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters
compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcastinq industry
have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "diqital
television" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the
spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than
1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will
begin to use the spectrum for non-television services services for which the
rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at
public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move
will also have the ettect ot giving broadcasters an untair competitive advantage
in relation to other wireless intormation service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to proVide support for pUblic
ArJIJr,r3tlonr31 r3nrJ oovArnmAntr31 ("pr;:G") r3r,r,A~~ to thA hror3rJr,r3~t mArJlr3.
Non-r,ommArr,Ir3I, non-rroflt pr;:G I~ r3 hlOhly ~11r,r,A~~flll morJAI for r,rAr3tlno r3nrJ
IJrulllulirt~ dlilell illvulvelllertl ill Im;al arrair~. PEG al;l;e~~ ~ulJlJurl~

ui~lalll;e learrlilly, l;UlllfllUllily irtvulvelllelll allU uell'Ul;ralil; ui~l;uur~e uver a
variety of media. Now tile Commission Ilas an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals tile ability to generate and disseminate information
using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television.

No. of Copies rec'd,--_l__
List ABCDE
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Funus ye/leraleu uy lIle sale uf uiyilal slJe(;lrUIII al audiulJ (;uulu lIellJ uur
children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicates its willin~ness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

Sincerely,
Signature

Prof. John M. Phelan
Communication and Media Studies

Director, McGannon Communications Research Center
Fordham university

New York, NY 10458
cc: Edward O. Fritts

National Association 01 Broadcasters
March 21, 1997
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03-22-97 From: GieGe, Mich~Ql R.
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Date: Saturday, 22-Mar-9/ 09:21 AM

SubjecL: Fwd: STOP THE $70 BILLION GIVEAWAY!

From: Micha~l R. Gi~s~ \ Int~rn~t: Imr. UGSbS@intern~bEivED

The lIon. Reed IIundt, Chairman Federal Communications
Street, Suite 811 Washington, DC 20551

.... , ... """'r- f'''-''' l"~'~ '~'L~"D {APR 2 1997
t}~ (",iii; 2: v,l 1-:.,::; II l: Fedeli/Conllllun~ .

- - - -- - - -- -- - - - - - - - -- -- -- - - --- -- ---- --- -- 0Ic:eoI~ml8tietJ

Commission 1919 M

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

D~ar Chairman Hundt:

On behdl[ u[ Lhe Allldnce [ur CummunlLy Medla, [elluw USi;ns u[ my
community access center, non-protit groups around the country, and American
taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licens~s to the broadcast television industry until
such time ~s they ~re re~dy to use them, ~nd to dem~nd th~t television
bruddcasLers cumpensaLe Lhe federal yuvenllllenL [ur Lhelr use o[ publlc
property.

As you may know, a numb~r of repres~ntatives of the broadcastinq
industry h~ve ~nnounced within the p~st few weeks th~t their pluns to
lmplemenL "dl(:llLal Lelevlslull" have been delayed, wlLh musL .i.ndusLLy
sources stating that the spectrum will be used tor the purposes tor which
it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In
the meantime, it is lik~ly that th~y will b~qin to us~ the spectrum for
non-television services -- services for which the rest of the wireless
LelecomlllulllcaL.i.ons .i.ndusLry has pald lllary.r=L-basr=d raLr=s aL publ.i.c aucL.i.un.

In addition to giving avvay a valuable public resource, this move will
also have the effect of giVing broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage
in relation to other wir~less information service providers.

Tbis is .$70 billiun LbdL could br= used Lo pLuvlde supporL [OL
public,
educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a hiqhly successful model for cr~atinq

~nd promoting citizen involvement in locul uffuirG. PEG ucceGG supports
dlsLancr= lr=aLnln(:l, cOllllllunlLy lllvulvelllr=nL dlld democLaLlc dlscuuLsr= uvr=r a
variety ot media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carryinq capacity of digital
television. Funds generuted by the sole of digitul spectrum ot ouction
could help OUL chIldren dnd exLend Lhe bene[ILs o[ Lhe In[oLlllaLlon
Superhighway to all.

Paq~ 1
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To: Hon. Reed Hundt, Fax: (1202) 4182801

From: GicGc, Michucl R.

Page 2 of 2, Sat Mar 22 1997 09:22: 04
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We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicQtcG itG willingncGG to udcquQtcly compcnGQtc AmcricQn tQxpQycrG for
Llte use ()[ Lhe.i.L f-lLof-leLLy.

Sincerely,
Michael R. Giese

6111 SunvQllcy Dr. ff373
El PdSO Tx 79924

cc: Edward o. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

THANKS AGAIN FOR YOUR PROMPT HELP ON THIS! ! !!

Page 2
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Federal Communications Commission
ortiCt of SecrItIry
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12:15 FAX

3/22/97

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission, 1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

03/24/97

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:
On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my

.community access center, non-profit groups around the country, and
American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuing"digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use
of pubiic property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting
industry have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to
implement lI·digital television Jl have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum wi!! be used for the purposes for which
it was intended no earlier than i 999, and perhaps even later than that. In
the meantime, it is iikely that they will begin to use the spectrum for
non-television services -- services for which the rest of the wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move
wilt also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public,
educational and governmental C'PEG Il

) access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating
and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over
a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give ~on­

profit entities and individuals the abiiity to generate and disseminate
information
»using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television.
Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our
children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to aii.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry

No. of Copies me'd I
List A8CDE.
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indicates its wiilingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers
for the use of this property.

Sincerely,

1(~tA~~
2990 Clayton-Delaney Rd., Clayton, De. 19938

cc: Edward O. Fritts
Nationai Association of Broadcasters

By Fax: (202) 429-5373
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RECEIVeD
»Qear Chaannan Hundt:
» A~
» On beh.1f at th. Alliance fo( Community Media, fellow use'" of my commu~'ty 2""
;»ac:c.. eenIIIr, non-profit group. around the courmy, anG A,.".ri~n ~.yers, ffdttaJao".",.
>.,.1r~Uy urge you and other mem~ of !he Comm.i"ion~ delay I5&UI"g OItit;,':teatlon'Cornmi~"
»"digitar' ticensef. to the br08deast tel~$lon IndUStry until such time •• Stcl'fZil'Y .item
,.>they." ready to UM tt\em. and to demand that tell'llsion broadcnte~
»c;ompen... the fede,al gOWlernment for thetr UM of p",blic; property
»
» AI, you may knOW.• number of repreosent1tiW5 of the broadC8sting industry
»haw announc;ed wrtnin tf\e peat fww WMks that their plan. !J:) imp4ement
»"dlg.' tllleYision" ha.. bMn defayed. w'th most indUStry sources mting
:00 > that the~mwill be uMd for the purpoMS for ~ieh it~& intended no
»ear1ier than 1., and pema~..,.n later than that. In t"e fMantirM. it i.
»likely that they -Mil begin to UN the lpectrum for non·t8I~sion serYice5
»-- for wtlieh the ,.. at the -,reldS teteeommunicmion. industry
:»h 1d mat1t~·betoed,... at Dubllc auction In addition tID Qi\'ing ewe.,
»a YlI"abie public f'eIOutte. this move wm also h8'l'e the effec't r:J giving
»broadcn18rs an unfair competitiYe advantage in relation to other w;~les$
»,nformdon "MC8 pl'OYiOt....
»

»

»n. Hen. Aeed Hundt. Chairman
»F....' CommunicMionl CotnmiMion
»1;11 M 9bMIt. au_ 81.
»Wah'ng!Dn. DC 20554
»
»BY FAX: (202) 41&-280'

» Thia is $70 bilhon that could be used to prcMde support for pubhc,
>>educMiOftaI and gOllemrMfDl ("PEG" ~CC8S1 to the broadcast media
»Non-commercial, non.proftt PEG is I hi;hly successful model for creating and
»promotino citizen inYONement in local aftairs. PEG access supports
:»diltance I_ming. community inYO\Yement lind democratic dilCOul'M eNef a
» ....ntMy of m~ia Now the Commiasion has If'I opportunity to gi.... non-profit

».ntiti.. and 4ndMduals !he ability to generate and disseminale information
:»u~"SJ the ....dV inc' carrying capacity of digital tel..nsion Funds
:»generatIId by t'h4t d digital apec:trltlm at auction could help oor children
»and..nd the benefits of the Information Supemighway to III.
»
» w.~J1y"re-~ Co.,.. ..... i•• 'on tlc hold t+\e iuuanee of tt'leae
» ....Iuab'e lieen.. in abeyance until such time al the broadeastil'\g Industry
»Ind~'"wtrungneaa to adequar-ly compensate American taxpayers fer
> > tNt uee t1Ilttelr ptOpefty.
»

I
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$J2JTHWESTERN CAKLAND
CABLE CCDv1MISSICN

24021 Research Drive. Farmington Hilla. Michigan 48335 (810) 473-7266 / Fax (610) 473-8610

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

TE FiLED

RECEIVED
IAPR 2 1997

f=ede~1 C;!"UflicatiOIl8CommiSlioli
Ice of Sa~taljl

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center,
non-profit groups around ehe country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and
other members of the commission to delay iSSUing "digital" licenses to the broadcast
television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public
property.

As you may know, a number of :r;epresentatives of the broadcasting industry have aIUlounced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" ha.ve been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that.
In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services--services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid
market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public
resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireless information serJice providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental (PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs.
PEG access supports diseance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over
a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities
and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly
increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information
Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to
adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

~
in erely,

"171 ,.,~
;, ( (, L,' ,j.Q'. ~ ,
~~ -~.-.~~

Caren Collins, Executive Director
24021 Research Dri7e
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48335

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

TOTAL P.01
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LAURA R. LINDER
1505 Fairmont Street Greensboro, NC 27403-1203
910-272-'1020 h. 910·334-4601 o. 910-334-5039 fax Irtinder@uncg..:du

910 334 5039 P.01

V\ M~l-'Ve'b
RECEIVED

I f;r::: F-'LEDLi \ I L. I ..
kdentl Communications CommISSion

Office of Sicre'lllV

March 21, 1997

The Han. Reed. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Conununications Commission
1919 MS~ Suite 814
Washington. DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalfof colleagues in community access, non-profit groups around the COlUltry, the Alliance for
Community Media, and American taxpayers r respectfully urge you and other members ofrhe Commission to
delay issuing "digitaJ" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them,
and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public
property.

As you may know, a number of representatives ofthe broadcasting industry have announced within the
past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry sources
stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps
even later than that. In the meantime. it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services - services for which the rest ofrhe wireless telecommuni-eations industry has paid market-based rates at
public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of
giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information ser....ice providers.

This is 570 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
government.al ("PEG") acceS!l to t.he broadcast media, Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful
model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning,
community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety ofmedia. Now the COnmllssion has an
opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the
vastly increased carJYIDg capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhigbway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance ofthese valuable licenses in abeyance WItil
such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

No. of CopieD O6'C'd,_-#-/__
list ABCDE
----..__ .__.
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•
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUOGP:T EX p)t;n~ m:; L!\;"~ FiLED
WASHINGTON. O.C;. 2OSOS

April 2., 1991

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chaianan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

'MVV\ l)oc-~ 3q-~'2

FI~C~Iv.
'A1\ t:D
-uJR 2

Dear Mr. Hundt: . Federal Com 1991
mUn'

Ottlcs '!ItIons Co .
As the Fedelal Communications Commission (FCC) is posed to vote on~mml$8ion

Television (DlV) service rules and clwmel assignments, I wanted to express the
Administmrion's views on several aspects of this critical issue. The transition to diai131
television broadcasting offers numerous consumer benefits and a wealth ofopportUDity for the
creation ofhilh value jobs and new markets.

The Preside:Dt"s budget assumes a rapid build-out ofdigital technology to stimulate the
market and to promote broad economic gains as quickly as posslole. The Administration
supports and applauds the recent commitment by many in the broadcast industry to commenc;e
digital broadcasting in eighteen months in the top ten markets.. Atapid transilion. is critical to the
Administration and we believe that The Commission should take steps to formalize and expand
this commitment and take all other Ilecessmy steps to ensure rapid deployment that allows for
termination ofanalog in 2006.

A rapid transition will ensure that we maximize the silJ]ificant potential gains to our
economy and disseminate consumer benefits that will be realized by DTV. The American people
will benefit fTom better quality, higher resolution televisionpi~ more choices in
programming, and more programming dedicated to serving the public interest. Rapid
deploym=nt also 'will ensure sufficient time to <:reate a market for a technolOgy transition of this
magnitude. The Commission work to make this happeD is critical to achieving all these goals.

1'bank you for consideration ofthe Administration's \jews.

Sincerely,

Franklin D. Raines
Director

ceo Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rac:helle B. Chong
Commissioner James H. Quello

No. of Copies reC'd.__'__
List ABCDE

TOTRL P.01
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

THE S C H 0 0 L 0 F SOC TAL S E R V ICE ADM I N 1ST RAT I ON
969 EAST SIXTIETH STREET
CHICAOO·ILLINOIS·60637

TEL: (773) 702-1146 • FAX: (773) 834-1582

Office ofExremal Affairs
Gary B. Grant, Associate Dean
g-grant@ucmcago.edu

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chai.rman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

,-.' - '~ ,~ :".

, ,-,,": ••!,,', .: ..•, ... j:;:J~D

March 22, 1997

htrp://www.chas.uchicago.cdu/ss.i/

RECEIVED

'APR 2 J997
Fedelli Com~un;cations Commission

OffIce of Socretuy

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my conununity access center,
non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry
until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters
compensate the federal government for their use of pUblic property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting induslTy have announced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with
most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was
intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that
they will begin to use the spectntm for non-television services -- services for which the rest of the
wireless telecommunications indusny has paid market-based rates at public auction.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a vaJ:i.ety
of media. Now the Conunission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the
ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of
digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our
children and extend the benefits of the Infonnation Superhighway to all. .

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Gary B. Grant
No. of Copies mC'd._--O..I__
Ust ABCDE -
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Richard D. Erlich
110 Ardmore Driue

DHford, Ohio 45056-2451

23 March 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED
[APR 2 J997

Federal C~!"unieations Commission
uu/ce of Secreraty

I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing" digital"
licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and
to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of
public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement" digital television" have been
delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime,
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -services for
which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at
public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have
the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental (" PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

I respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Richard D. Erlich

JNo. of Copies rec'd, _
UstABCDE

-_._._-_ .._------
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

March 23, 1997

BY FAX: (202) 418·2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED
'APR 2 J99]

Federal C~~nk:ations CommLc;sioll
\JIiIQl of Secretary

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my
community access center, non-profit groups around the country, and
American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of
public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting
industry have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to
implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it
was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In
the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non·
television services·--services for which the rest of the wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction.
In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also
have the effect of giving commercial broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for
public, educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast
media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for
creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access
supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic
discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non·profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and
disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of
digital television, Funds

No. of Copies rec·d.__I__
List ABCDE
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generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children
and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

Very truly ~ours,
RIDGECREST COMMUNITY TELEVISION, INC.

President

1221 Flora Way
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

N:~. of Copies mc'd
List ASCDE ------
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A Trinity
.,University

Sid W. Rlchardaon Communications Center
Department of Communication

March 21, 1997

The Han. Rced Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Conunission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

~M 1I7~-veo
715 SClcUwn~
SU\ AIltaIIo. T_ 712U-7200

210/~llS
210/7'.M-&1S5 FAX

RECEIVED

fAPR 2 1997
Federal Communications Commi~sion

Office of Secretary

On behalfof the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you
and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital' licenses to the broadcast
television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcastin$ industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "diptal television" have
been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes
for which it was intended no earlier than 1999. and perhaps even later than that. In the
meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services-­
services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based
rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will
also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless infonnation service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning. community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Infonnation Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the usc of their property.

Sincerely.

~r~L-
RobertHu~-----­
Assistant Professor
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I t,P. Honorable Reed Hundt, C:n~irman

Federal Communications Commission
1Q1Q M StreAt, Sulto 814
WA!\hlnoton DC 20554

BV FAX: (202) 41B.2801

Dear ChaIrman Hundt

Federai Communications Commission
Office of SetrllWY

"

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Modia, and the Massl!ll':hLJ~fI!Ittl'; C:hapter of ACM with which I am a
gOQrd Mombor and £coretQry, ropre~entln9 over 300 PEO t11,;1,;C'l5l5 l,;el1lt:r~ ltlrougnout me commo.nwealtn, as
won ae the mony loeal nnn-1\rnfit groups we serve, I respectfully ur98 you and other membors of the Commission
to delay j~$lJinl:l "digital" licenses to the broadcast teleVISion Industry until such time l'll'l they are ready to USi!

them, and to daM3nd tl~ot tolovi3ion bro6dcfJster3 compen~"te tIle federal liVVl1f/1f1/tlf/l fUl (fjfjlr use or {JUDIIC
fJ(Openy.

AS you know, 8 number 01 repreE;ent3t1vc of the uroEldcastlng Industry hl!lve annoul1l:ied within t/le: 1J..~l r~w

w~tlk~ 1I1l~t plans to ImplernElnt diglll:ll h~levlsjon have been dAI~y~rl with most indListry sourees stating the
spectrum will be uc,cd for the purp<J;'c;s for whlc.h It WCli Intended 11U ~i=lllllllr than 1999. ana perhaps Gven later.
In the meantime, it is likFrly lhal Lhey will b@gln to use the spectrum for non··terevi!iion scrviCGS - services for
which the resl ur llll:l wireless telecommunications Industry /li:l~ paid market-based rates at ,.,uhllr: ;\11r.tion. In
11l3ditiol'l to giving owoy valuable public re30uree~. tnt:$ move will 6((t/I(;(ivr:ly r,;ivt:1 1J1U1:J<.1c;ij:sIf:I~ clfl un~lr

cOmptHitive edvanttlg6 over other wirelr;ss lnforwl:ltion servIce providers.

I "Ill ill $70 billion t!'lal eould be ueed la provilJc ;lupport for public, educatloncl and .governmental ("t-'~ln

~CCCS9 to the broadcast media, Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizel' ilwolvement ill lu~~1 affl:lir:;. PEG access supports distance learning and democratic Olscourse
OVlH a vari~ty of media. P~G 3ceecc buildc oommunity v£lluC), Now the Comml~:sion hQ:S an opportunity to give
non·prO'lt entIties and individuals the abiliLy 10 generate and dillllp.mlnRtl'! Infr,lrm:;ltlon using the vastly increased
oorrioge eelpeeity of digitel televi:sion, FUlld~ genercaltlu uy lin:! ti",l~ ur dlgltHl spectrum at auction COUld help our
children Hlld HxtF!nn th(ll\ nl'!nP.fltl;. I:lf thi' Information Supl,lrhishway to all.

We respectfully urge the Comrnls::.IOIl to hold the Issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until
suoh time as the broadcasting inrlll~try inrllr::ates Its willingnl'ss to adequately COmpenli:lilt9 Am9rican taxpayer&
for Lhe \,/~t: ur l!luil pruperty,

Sincerely, /~·"S·_· ,...~,.I' .~"-._.~C. -_
~ 10. Berg -----

xocutlvo Director, NCAC
c:c:: ~p.Mtnr~ .lnnn KElrf)' & Edwalrd Kennedy

U,S, Rep, Barney Frank
Edword O. rirths, NAD
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The Han. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission ..
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554
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'.~ ., . ,

'.'" " '·,.__:U
Federa\ Communications Commission

Office of StcnItari

Dear Chairman Hundt:
On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community
access center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I
respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing
"digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are
ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the
federal government for their use of public property. As you may know, a number
of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the past
few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed.
with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later
than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for
non-television serv~ces, services for which the rest of the wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In
addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational
and governmental rPEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial,
non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen
involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community
involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the
Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the
ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the
Information Superhighway to all. We respectfully urge the Commission to hold
the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the
broadcasting industry indicates its Willingness to adequately compensate
American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

~ \Mth-,
Dawn Wilson
1730 NW Couch St. #306
Portland, OR 97209

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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The Hon. Reed HWldt, Chainnan
. Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As an American taxpayer, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are
ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal
government for their use ofpublic property.

I have been dismayed by the number of representatives of the broadcasting industry who
have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television"
have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the
purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that.
In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services _. services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid
market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource,
this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in
relation to other wireless infonnation service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is
a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs.
PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse
over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate infonnation using the vastly
increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information
Superhighway to all.

I urge the Commission to hold the issuance ofthese valuable licenses in abeyance until
such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate
American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

59 Hartley Street
Portland, ME 04103

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

March 24, 1997

RECEIVED

APR 21997.
Federal Com!"unieations Commia'ion

OffICe of Secretary

/

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center. nonprofit
groups around the countY)', and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to
demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property,

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the past
few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, Vlith most industry sources stating that
the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than
that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services •• services for
which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition
to giving away a 'valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair
competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental ("PEG")
access to the broadcast media. Noncommercial, nonprofit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting c[tizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give nonprofit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital
television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of
the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance ofthese valuable licenses in abeyance until such
time as the broadcasting industry indicates its vviHingness to adequately compensate the American taxpayers for the use
of their property.

Sincerely,

.-d.~ ~. ('): C?~l~S rec'd
~;~:('. U ~j Poscr," _

Executive Director

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association ofBroadcasters
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