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April 3, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

I am the Superintendent of Schools for Lamar County, Mississippi. Thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sue S. Smith
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,
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I write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all
schools and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can
have access to the world of mformation technok>gy. The passage of the
Telecommunications Act last year mandates the development of a rate for
education or an "e-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting the
financial capability of this community.

As you know, the Catholic schools are excluded from most local/state
funded initiatives for the purchase of technology hardware and are
significantly technologically deprived because of this; Catholic school
classroom access to computers and connectivity is at least 50 % behind
our public school counterparts.

Integrating technology into the curriculum requires advanced
telecommunications services and access for all classrooms; the
technology plan in my children's school, for which I am a technology
consultant, calls for expensive internal wiring work to be done in
preparation for the 1997-98 school year. An educational discount would
allow this work to go forward.

I strongly urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to support the
bringing of technology into the Catholic schools.

Sincerely yours,

~c:~
Mr. Charles Lupien, Technology Consultant, Diocese of Toledo Schools
4434 Weldwood Lane
Sylvania, Ohio 43560
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,
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As President of the Ohio Education Association, which represents 116,000 educators and
support personnel in Ohio's schools, I would like to thank you for your commitment to
providing low cost access to the Intemet to the nation's schools and libraries.

Last week the Ohio Supreme Court declared the entire system of financing schools in
Ohio to be unconstitutional. The Court's ruling stemmed largely from the documented
disparities between rich and poor school districts. Although there will eventually be a new
school finance system in Ohio, there are few actions which govemment, at any level, can
take to bridge the resource gap between the districts which have wealth and the
advantages of wealth and those who do not. One thing the Telecommunications Act and
the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan can do is help bridge that resource gap.

The plan under consideration will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the
opportunity to connect to the Intemet and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities.
Hopefully, affordable access for the poorest districts will be the highest priority. By giving
the poorest school districts the access to the Intemet, we can achieve some degree of
equity and enhance educational opportunities.

The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and, importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students leam. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital.

225 East Broad Street. Box 2550, Columbus, OH 43216 • Phone: (614) 228-4526 or 1-800-282-1500 • FAX: (614) 228-8771

An Affiliate of the National Education Association



Our schools need significant discounts for telecommunications services. I urge you and
the other Commissioners to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

If.~rs~
Michael Billirakls
President
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April 4, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,

APR 8 1997

I write in strong support of affordable and meaningful discounts for all schools and libraries so
that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world of information
technology. The passage of the Telecommunications Act last year mandates the development of a
rate for education or an "e-rate" to secure affordable rates reflecting the financial capability
of this community.

As you know, the Catholic schools are excluded from most local/state funded initiatives for the
purchase of technology hardware and are significantly technologically deprived because of this;
Catholic school classroom access to computers and connectivity is at least 50 % behind our
public school counterparts.

Integrating technology into the curriculum requires advanced telecommunications services and
access for all classrooms; our present technology plan calls for expensive internal wiring work
to be done in preparation for the 1997-98 school year. An educational discount would allow
this work to go forward.

I strongly urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to support the bringing of technology
. into the Catholic schools.

Sincezr;:s,~

Ms. Janice Gigliotti, Principal
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

JOINTCOMMITTEE0f'J EDUCATIONALTECHNOLOGY
Established by P. A. 91-30

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

APR 8 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The Joint Commlttee on Educational Technology was created by the Connecticut Legislature
in 1991 to oversee the use of technology in Connecticut schools and libraries. The JCET
would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts, education
consortia and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that
all school districts and libraries will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide long distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year from the Universal
Service Fund will address the needs ofall our schools. More importantly, the plan will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn as well as providing such services at
our libraries where students continue their studies. Your inclusion of internal classroom and
library connections for discounts is vital. The JCET also sees this plan as essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC
to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

-/ll1h!.t #aJv~
,'(' f;fJ1J

Merle W. Harris, Chair
Joint Committee on Educational Technology

Cc: File - Universal Service Fund
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April 1, 1997

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Honorable Hundt,

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published in
November, 1996.

The Recommended Rules would allow schools and our library in LaGrange to have significant
discounts for the telecommunications and critical non-telecommunications services necessary
to assure that we are connected to the Internet an other on-line resources that are now so
much a part of an increasingly information-driven world.

As you know, Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of
insuring that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing
significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint
Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford
the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telecommunications
companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also
recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the divers urban and rural areas of the
State of Illinois.

You may not know that our library is the recipient of an LSCA Title II Grant to provide Internet
access to the residents of LaGrange this year. Discounts would only enhance this service.

I would urge your careful attention in this matter for our local library and all the libraries and
schools in America.

Sincerely,

cr~c5('~j.
Stephen L. Moskal, Sr.
Library Director

No. of Copies rec'd,--O _
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The Honorable Reed Hlmdt, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Hundt:
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On behalf of the School Board of Dade County, Florida, I would like to thank you for your
leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their courageous decision to ensure that all
schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt
the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of20 to 90 percent will ensure that all schools have truly affordable access. The
plan is also flexible and will empower schools to select the services that work best for their
educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and Internet access is
equally vital and stands to bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.

As you move ahead in the deliberation on this issue, I urge you to seize the opportunity to catapult
our children into the twenty-first century by supporting the Joint Board's recommendations.

Sincerely,

mon C. Stinson, Chai
Dade County School Boa a
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