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By the Chief; Allocations Branch:

1. The Commission has before it the petition for rule making 'filed by·Grace
Conunmications L.C. ("petitioner") proposing the all~ of Channel 273A at Shawsville,
Vtrginia, as the conmumity's first local aural trarmnission $ervice. Petitioner·states it will
apply for the channel, if allotted. .. ,.

2. In support of its proposal, petitiooer states that Shawsville is a calSUS designated
place with a 1990 U.S. Census population of 1,269~ The community has its own post
office and mique zip code. Petitioner submits that the community is the hOme·of Shawsville
Elementary School and Shawsville High School. Because Shawsville is without any 'oca1 .
broadcast facilities, petitioner arg\JfS that adoption of its proposal Will provide the communitY
with its first local broadcast service, thereby servirig the highest of the Commission's
allotment priorities.

3. We believe petition~sproposal warrants consideration since it could provide
Shawsville with its first local aural.trarmnission service. Channel 213A can be allotted to
ShaWsville in compliance with the CommiSsion's minimwn distance separation requirements
with a site restriction of 2.3 kilometers (1.4 miles) west in order to avoid a short-spacing
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conflil.1 with the vacant allotment of Channel 21401; Appomattox, Vtrginia I

4. Accordingly, we seek comments on the proposed amendment of the FM Table of
Allotments, Section 73.202(b) of the Commission's Rules, for the comnnmity listed below, to
read as follows:

Shawsville, Vtrginia

Channel No.
Present Prr;posed

273A

5. The Commission's authority to institute rule making proceedings, showings required,
cut-off procedures, and filing requirements are contained in tiJ.e attached Appendix and are
incorporated by reference herein. In partiCular, we note that a shoWing of continuing interest is
required by paragraph 2 of the Appendix before a channel will be allotted.

. 6. futerested parties may file comments on or before May 19, 1997, and reply cornmcnfs
on or before June 3, 1997, and are advised to read·the Appendix for the proper procedures.
Conunents shouldbefiled with the Secretary, Federal Comnnmications Commission, WaShington,
OC 20554. Additionally, a copy of such conunents should be served on the petitioner, or its
counsel or consultant, as follows:

John M Pelkey
Haley, Bader & Potts
Suite 900
4350 North Fairfax Drive
Arlington, Vtrguua 22203-1633
(Counsel for petitioner)

7. The Commission has determined that the relevant provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to role making proceedirigs to amend the FM Table of
Allotments, Section 73.202(b) of the Commissions Rules. .s= Certifkation That Sectjoos 603
an4.6Oi.Qf.kRe~ato[y F1exjbilib' A&lI&&Apply tQ..Ri.lk..l\1akini tQ..Amend Sections
73.202(b), 73.504 and 73,606(b) of the Commission's Rules, 46 FR 11549, February 9, 1981.

8. For finther infonnation concerning this proceeding, contact Pam Blumenthal, Mass
Media Bureau, (202)418-2180. For pwposes of this restricted notice and comment rule making
proceeding, tnembers of the public are advised that no ex parte presentations are pennitted from
the time the Commission adopts aNotice ofProposed Rule Making mtil the proceeding has been

1 The coordinates for Channel 273A at Shawsville are 37-09-47 NL and 80-16-48 WL.
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decided and such decision is no longer subject to reconsidmltion by the Conunission or review
by any court. An ex parte presentation is not proI.Ubited if specifically requested by the
Commission or staff for the clarification or adduction of evidence or resolution of issues in the
proceeding. However, any new written infonnation elicited from such a request or a summary
ofany new oral infonnation shall be servedby the person malWlgthe presentati~ qpo,n:the other
parties' to the proceeding unless the Conunission specifically waives this service~
Any comment which has not been served on the petitioner constitutes an cx..~ ~'?D.
and shall not be considered in the proceeding. Any reply commentwhiclt has,not been~' .
on the person(s) who filed the comment, to which the reply is directed, constitutes.~,e.x.~'

presentation and shall not be considered in the proceeding. '

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION: ," '. '

j(l!"

John A Karousos
Chiet: Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules DiYision
Mass Media Bureau

Attachment: Appendix
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1. PlK'suant to authority found in Sections 4(i), S(cXl), 303(g) and (r), and 307(b) ofthe
Comrimnications Act of 1934, as amended, and Sections 0.61, 0.204(b) and 0.283 of the
CoimnissiOll's Rules, IT IS PROPOSED TO AMEND the FM Table of Allotrnents, Sectim
7l202(b) ofthe Connnission's Rules and Regulations, as set forth in the Notice ofPtqx>sed Rule
MaJdn& to ;which this Appendix is attached.

2. 800mi' Required. Comments are invited on the proposal(s) discussed in the Notice
ofPtqx>sed Rule Maldn& to which this Appendix is attached. Proponcnt(s) will be expected to
answer whatever questions are presented in initial comments. The proponent of a proposed
allotment is also expected to file comments even if it only resubmits or incorporates by reference
its fonner pleading;. It should also restate its present intention to apply for the chamel if it is
allotted and, ifauthorized, to build a station promptly. Failure to file may lead to denial of the
request.

3. Cut-otIpmtectjon. Thefollowing:procedures will govern the consideration of filing;
in this p-oceeding.

(a) Counterproposal advanced in this p-oceeding itself will be considered, if advanced
in initial conments, so that parties may comment on them in reply conunents. They will not be .
considered if advanced in reply comments. (~Section 1.420(d) of the Commission's Rules).

(b) With respect to petitions for rule making which conflict with the proposals in this
Noti~ they will be considered as comments in the p-oceeding, and Public Notice to this effect
will be given as long as they are filed before the date for filing initial comments herein. If they
are filed later than that, they will not be considered in connection with the decision in this
docket.

(c) The filing ofa counter:proposal may lead the Connnission to allot a different channel
than was requested for any of the conummities involved.

4. Commentei and Reply Comments; Service. Pursuant to applicable procedures set out
in Sections 1.415 and 1.420 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations, interested parties may
file comments and reply comments on or before the dates set forth in the Notice of.Ptqx>sed
Rule Makin& to which this Appendix is attached. All submissions by parties to this p-oceeding
or by persons acting on behalf of such parties must be made in written comments, reply
conunents, or other appropriate pleading;. Comments shall be served on the petitioner by the
person filing the comments. Reply conunents shall be served on the person{s) who filed
comments to which the reply is directed. Such comments and reply comments shall be
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accompanied by a certificate ofservice. (5= Section 1.420(a), (b) and (c) ofthe CorIuniMion's
Rules.) COlJunents should be filed with the Secretary, Federal Comnnmicatims CorIuniMion,
Wa.wngton, OC 20554.

5. NuaJba: of Cqlies, In aa:ordance with the provisions of Section 1.420 of the
Commission's Rules and Regulatims, an original and fOl'l' caples of an .comrralts, reply
comments, pleadin~ briefs, or other documents shall be furnished the Commission.

6. Public Impectioo ofFilin.. All filings made in this proceeding will be available for
examination by interested parties during regular business hours in the Commission's Public
Reference Room at its headquarters, 1919 M Street, NW, Washington, OC.
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