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.STATE OF NEBRASKA

WT Docket No. 96-86

E. Benjamin Nelson
Governor

Federal Gnmmu',!c:.lion' Co,::rt' ~ssion
Office of S.ilcr~tary

October 11, 1996

RECEIVED

APR 2·5, 1997The Honorable Reed F. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: The Development of Operational, Technical and Spectrum
Requirements for Meeting Federal. State and Local Public
Safety Agency Communication Requirements Through the
Year 2010.

EXEClTTIVE SUITE
po. Box 94848
Lincoln. Nebraska 68509-4848
Phone (402) 471-2244

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public Safety agencies in Nebraska and across the country are in desperate need of
additional radio communications channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory
Committee ("PSWAC") in its recently released report concluded that public safety agencies
need at least 2.5 MHz of additional spectrum immediately for interoperability, at least 25
MHz more spectrum within the next five (5) years, and an additional 70 MHz of spectrum
in the next fifteen (15) years.

Public safety agencies in Nebraska are experiencing co-channel interference problems as
they begin to double-up on frequencies. This is especially true in the Omaha and Lincoln
area. Most public safety agencies in Nebraska find it difficult if not impossible to obtain
interoperability between other agencies. and are unable to implement new communications
technologies. The problems we are experiencing are mainly caused by a lack of available
radio channels. Because of the above mentioned problems, the State of Nebraska submits
this letter in strong support of the PSWAC findings, and urges that the FCC take immediate
action to allocate adequate spectrum for public safety use.

As suggested in the digital television Docket 87-278, immediate commission action
allocating portions of current UHF television spectrum between channels 60-69 for public
safety use could begin to alleviate many of the problems facing public safety agencies.
This block of spectrum is ideal for public safety use as it is adjacent to frequencies
currently used for mobile radio operations by federal, state and local agencies.

The State of Nebraska requests that the Commission take expeditious action to meet the
spectrum needs of public safet)' agencies.
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Re: The Development of Operational, Technical
and Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal,
State and Local Public Safety Agency Communication
Requirements Through the Year 2010

WT Docket No. 96-86

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public Safety agencies across the country are in desperate need of additional radio communications
channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee ("PSWAC"l. jointly sponsored by the FCC
and NTIA, recently released its "Final Report" which concludes that public safety agencies need at least
2.5 MHz of additional spectrum right now for interoperability, at least 25 MHz within five (5) years, and
an additional 70 MHz over the next fifteen 1151 years.

The Orlando Police Department submits this letter is strong support of the PSWAC findings, and urges
that the FCC take immediate action to allocate spectrum for safety use. Public safety agencies across
the country face difficulty in addreSSing problems of congestion, lack of interoperability, and the
inability to implement new communications technologies. The problems are mainly caused by a lack
of available radIO channels. We have just constructed a ten million dollar radio system and we will be
unable to expand this system In the future, due to lack of available frequencies.

Immediate commission action allocating portions of current UHF television spectrum between channels.
60-69 for public safety use could begin to alleViate the problems these agencies face. This was
suggestea In tile olgltal teleVISion [Jocket 8;·270. This blOCK of spectrum is idt:lal for public safety use
as it is adjacent to frequencies currently used for mobile radio operations by federal, state and local
agencies.

The Orlando Police Department requests that the commission take expeditious action to meet the
spectrum needs of public safety agencies nationwide.

Sincerely,

.{L/~£{;r'->~~h~"f.9
William E. Kennedy, Jr. vi'
Chief of Police

fb
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Re The Development of Operational, TechnicaJ
and Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal,
State and Local Public Safety Agency Communications
Requirements Through the Year 2010.

WT Docket 96-86

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public Safety agencies throughout the country are in desperate need of additional radio
communications channels. Within Florida. new radio systems can no longer be constructed and
existing systems can no longer be expanded in many areas of the state. The completion of our own
state"ide 800 ~fHz digitaJ trunked radio system for state law enforcement agencies in Florida is now
In Jeopardy due to the proposed auction of General Category channels. Local agencies within
Florida also face difficulties due to channel congestion, lack of interoperability, and the inability to
implement new communications systems due to the unavailability of radio channels.

The Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC), jointly sponsored by the FCC
and NTIA. recently released its Final Report which concludes that public safety agencies need at
least 2 5 MHz ofadditional spectrum immediately for interoperability, at least 25 MHz more within
five years. and an additional 70 MHz over the next fifteen years.

On behalfof the State of Florida and its agencies. we submit this letter in strong support of
the PSWAC findings. and urge the FCC to take immediate action to allocate new spectrum for
public safety use In particular. we believe that immediate Commission action allocating portions
of the current UHF television spectrum between channels 60-69 for public safety use would begin
to alleviate the problems that our agencies face. This was suggested in the digital television Docket
87-268 This block of spectrum is considered most suitable for public safety use because it is
adjacent to the 800 MHz frequencies already in use by public safety agencies.

Florida's 800 MHz digital trunked radio system, which has been under construction for over
five years. will be one of the largest. most technically advanced and most complex radio system ever
implemented for a single group of public safety agencies. The system will serve over 10,000 users

o
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and has a projected cost of nearly 350 million dollars. The system uses 20 channels from the
General Category Pooll and 30 from the National Public Safety Plan2

. The Commission's freeze
Order (DA-95-2119) and proposed auction of the General Category channels jeopardizes the
remaining three phases of our five-phased construction schedule by not allowing us to modify
existing licenses or acquire the additional licenses needed to complete the project. At present there
are no alternative channels we can use to complete the system as planned. We have requested a
waiver of the freeze Order, but have had no response to date from the Commission. At the same
time, we are under pressure from the licensing staff in Gettysburg to maintain our construction
schedule in order to maintain the licenses we have. Clearly we cannot continue in these opposing
directions indefinitely; either the necessary authorizations must be granted, or we will be forced to
abandon the remaining portions of the system into which have gone over 10 years of effort.

We commend PSWAC and the Commission for its very comprehensive efforts in the current
proceeding. We emphasize that from the point ofview ofour agencies, the central and· immediate
issue is the need for additional spectrum. The many other issues raised by PSWAC and the
Commission are ofimmense importance to the future ofcommunications for public safety. However
in Florida. one of the nation's fastest growing states, we must have additional spectrum immediately
to accomplish even the most basic functions of insuring the public safety.

Sincerely,

~12~~~
John R DiSalvo. P,E., Chief
Bureau of Communications Engineering

JRD:RBF:96-86wpd

cc: Governor Lawton Chiles
Senator Bob Graham
Senator Connie Mack
APCO Headquarters
Joint Task Force Board of Directors
Glenn Mayne
Marilyn Ward

I 806-821/851-866 MHz bands

2 821-824/866-869 MHz bands
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John R. Plett
Executive Director
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Board Member

Howerd E. Steinberg
Chairman
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October 17, 1996

--
The Honorable Reed F. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554 WT Docket No. 96-86

Re: The Development of Operational, Technical
and Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal,
state and Local Public Safety Agency Communication
Requirements Through the year 2010.

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public Safety Agencies across the country are in desperate
need of additional radio communications' channels. The Public
Safety Wireless Advisory Committee ("PSWAC") jointly sponsored by
the FCC and NTIA recently released its "Final Report" which
concludes that pUblic safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHz of
additional spectrum right now for interoperability, at least 25 MHz
within five (5) years, and an additional 70 MHz over the next
fifteen (15) yea~s.

The New York State Thruway Authority submits this letter in
strong support of the PSWAC findings, and -urges that the FCC take
immediate action to allocate spectrum for safety use. Public
safety agencies across the country face difficulty in addressing
problems of congestion, lack of interoperability and the inability
to implement new communications technologies. The problems are
mainly caused by a lack of available radio channels. The Authority
is struggling with serious radio congestion problems which are
difficult to resolve due to a lack of available channels. The
availability issue is also hampering our attempts to deploy new
spectrum technologies such as mobile data communications and high
speed data. A failure to nllocate spectrum may eventually prevent
pUblic safety communications systems from meeting even basic
operational and public safety needs.

New York State Can" Corporation
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Immediate Commission action allocating portions of current UHF
television spectrum between channels 60-69 for pUblic safety use
could begin to alleviate the problems pUblic safety agencies face.
This was suggested in the digital television Oocke.t 87-278. This
block of spectrum is ideal for pUblic safety use as it is adjacent
to frequencies currently used for mobile radio operations by
federal, state and local agencies.

On behalf of the New York state Thruway Authority, I request
that the commission take expeditious action to meet the spectrum
needs of pUblic safety agencies nationwide.

S1nCer~lY' .~

ecut1ve D1rector
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public safety is the primary responsibility of local pvemments;
and

WHEREAS, the delivfl')' of these crucial .-vices is becomin& more tedmical
and requires radio spectrum to be eft'k1ent; and

WHEREAS, there. a nationwide shorta&e of radio frequeDcies for publie
• safety; and

WHEREAS, the allocation of spectrum • fundameittal to the abnity of
emeapnc:y nspoDSe qeodts to communicate topther to emure a
timely response when fives are at stake, and ch.... JD aDocations
can force cities to spend hundreds of millions of dollars for the
purchase of equipment compatible with dift'erent bands of the
spectrumjand



WIIEKEAS, then is a Dationwide shortaae of radio frequencies for public
• .rely; and

WHEREAS, the allocation of spectrum Is fuDcIanwItaI to the ability of
emerpacy nspoase qeacieI to COIIIIIlUIIkate topther to easure a
timely NJ)ODSe nea Bves are at stake, and cbanps in allocations
am force cities to spend hundreds of millions of dollars for the
pun:hase of equipment compatible with dift'erent bands of the
spectnml; and

WHEREAS, broadcast spectnml is c:ritiall to cities' efforts to emure and
protect pubUc safety communications, and therefore, their
spectnml allocations needs will ako increase; and

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Wireless Adviwry Committee, established by
Co....... in 1993 and cbarpd to desIp a plan for pubUc safety
teleDO"'munications needs thnJu&h the year 2010, has spedIlc:aDy
requa1ed that the federal IOvenuneat deter takiD& action which
mi&ht afred frequencies untU its report is issued in September of
1996;

NOW, TIIEREFORE, BE IT RESOLvm THAT THE CITY OF ORLANDO,
urps the Prtsicleot and CoIIp'tSS to take DO fwther action on spectnJm
allocation untU current and future public safety spectnml needs are fuDy
considered and protected; and

RJR'IllER, that a copy of tim Resolution be presented to Pn!sident Clinton and
the Florida Delegation.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I hereunto have set my hand and caused the Seal of
the City or Orlando to be allbed tim 10th day of September, 1996.

~ .. ,,~ r.~
Glenda E. Hood, Mayor
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Re: WT docket No. 96-86
The Development of Operational, Technical and
Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal, state and
Local Public Safety Agency Communication
Requirements Through the Year 2010

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public Safety agencies across the country are in desperate need
of additional radio communications channels. The Public Safety
Wireless Advisory Committee ("PSWAC") jointly sponsored by the
PCC and NTIA recently released its "Final Report" which concludes
that public safety agencies need at least 25 MHz of additional
spectrum right now for interoperability at least 2.5 MHz within
five (5) years and an additional 70 Mhz over the next fifteen
(15) years.

The Yonkers Fire Department submits this letter in strong support
of the PSWAC findings and urges that the FCC take immediate
action to allocate spectrum for safety use. Publi~ Safety
agencies across the country face difficulty in addressing
problems of congestion, lack of interoperability and the
inability to implement new communications technologies. The
problems are mainly caused by a lack of available radio channels.
Yonkers, being so close to New York City has a~ways had a problem
when looking for new frequencies.

Immediate Commission action allocating portions of current UHF
television spectrum between channels 60-69 for pUblic safety use
could begin to alleviate the problems these agencies face. This



was suggested in the digital television Docket 87-278. This
block of spectrum is ideal for public safety use as it is
adjacent to frequencies currently used for mobile radio
operations by federal, state and local agencies.

The Yonkers Fire Department requests that the Commission take
expeditious action to meet the spectrum needs of pUblic safety
agencies nationwide.

SinrelY, "/ /"

l~ta'Yf/t'u;r)
Thomas J. Lorio, Jr.
Fire Commissioner

TJL:kmc
c.c. Lt. Chapeton
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tThe Honorable Reed F. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington. DC 20554

RE: Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact Upon
the Existing Television Broadcast Service

MM Docket No. 87-268

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The State of Nebraska wishes to express its strong support for Federal Communications
Commission action to reallocate the current UHF broadcast television channels 60-69, and
make a ponion of that spectrum available for public safety use.

There is currently an urgent need in many parts of the country, including portions of
Nebraska. for additional public safety radio channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory
Committee ("PSWAC") found that public safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHz of
additional spectrum right now to meet its needs. The PSWAC report also found that at
least :!5 MHz of radio spectrum will be needed within five (5) years, and an additional 70
MHz within the next fifteen (15) years.

In Nebraska our public safety communities are experiencing the same problem as the rest of
the country. Channel congestion. lack of interoperability, and the inability to implement
new technology are just some of our problems. For these reasons, the State of Nebraska
agrees with the 'PSWAC findings and recommendations. Only immediate FCC action in
making new spectrum available can help to alleviate the problems faced by the State of
Nebraska. and many other public safety agencies around the nation.

The spectrum at issue is ideal for public safety use. The b'ock of UHF channels between
60 and 69 is adjacent to the 800 MHz mobile radio frequencies which are currently heavily
used by public safety agencies.

The State of Nebraska urges the Commission to act expeditiously and favorably in this
matter.

SO;
E. Benjamin
Governor
State of Nebraska

An Equal (JpponumtyAHlrmanve Acnon Employer
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY
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October 18, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public safety and other agencies across the country in major
metropolitan areas are in desperate need of additional radio
communication channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory
Committee (PSWAC), jointly sponsored by the FCC and NTIA, recently
released its "f inal report". This report concludes that public
safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHz of additional spectrum right
now for interoperability, at least 25 MHz within five (5) years,
and an additional 70 MHz over the next fifteen (IS) years.

The Suffolk County Police Department submits this letter in strong
support o~ the PSWAC findings, and urges that the FCC take
immediate act ion to allocate spectrum for public safety use.
Public safety agencies across the country face difficulty in
addressing communication problems due to the congestion in major
metropolit.an areas such as New York City, Los Angeles, Austin,
Chicago and Boston. The lack of interoperability, and the
:naci:' it y t.o implemer.t ne"'" communication technologies, is a
const.ant concern and set back. These problems are mainly caused by
a lack of available radio channels.

Suffolk County Police have fortunately adopted 800 MHz trunked
radio technology for VOlce communications. However, we are now
seeking spectrum to implement mobile data technology for
approximately 900 subscriber units. We hope to be able to do this
in the UHF band and creat.e a police network west into New York
City.

Immediate Commission act.ion, allocating portions of current UHF
television spectrum between Channels 60-69 for public safety use,
would begin t.o allevlate the problem most agencies face. This was
suggested in the Digit.al Television Docket 87-268. This block of
spectrum is ideal for public safety use as it is adjacent to

30 YAPHANK AVENUE. YAPHANK,NEW YORK 11980-(516)852-6000



2

frequencies currently used for mobile radio operations by federal,
state and local government agencies. Suffolk County Police is
interested in spectrum that will permit an interoperability with
the Nassau County Police, New York City Police and the many other
local law enforcement agencies adjacent to Suffolk County, New
York.

It is certainly our concern and desire that the Commission take
swift action to meet the spectrum needs of public safety agencies
throughout the nation.

11.,..1'1l...._--

Peter F. Cosgrove
Police ommissioner

PFC:VRS:ec

Robert Kearon
Deputy Commissioner


