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Joseph A. Martin, Jr.
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April 17, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Commissioner Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

RE: CC Docket N:> 9 6 - 4 5

Dear Commissioner Hundt: :

APR 2 2 1997,

I am a Board Member from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local budget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit
and our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealth for local tax effort.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

::"$tv;~/0'

Mr. Thomas DiMuccio
Vice-President

An Equal Opportunity Employer

j~o, of Copies rec'd 0
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

A p-riI 17. 1997

Reed Hundt, ChC1i-rmcm

t=ede-ral Communications Commission

1919 MSheet, Nw, Room 814

Washington D.C. 20554

Dea-r Commissione-r Hundt:

T -rud:ee, South WhiHie-r School Dishict

9490 Amsdell Avenue, WhiHie-r, CA 90605

Phone (310) 945-1055 t=ax (310) 945-3324

~mC1i1: chC1-ronI9@mC1i1.idt.net

I am w-riting to you in -regC1-rds to the fede-ral "~-RC1te" Telecommunications Discount p1"Og-ram.

I C1m C1 10CC1lll.j elected school bOC1-rd membe-r f1"Om the South WhiHie-r School Dishict, C1nd I

would like to eXVt-ess ml.j sb-ong support fo·r t~lis p-rog'rmil C1nd t~le p-roposed 'regulations gove-rning its

implementC1tio n.

The TelecommunicC1tions Act of 1996 C1nd the t=ede-ral-StC1te Joint 80C1-rd discount plC1n will

gUC1mntee thC1t even the poo-rest schools will hC1ve C1ccess to the Inte-rnet cmd the C1bilitl.j to p1"Ovide

distC1nce-leC1'rning opportunities. The ,*,2.25 billion C1 yeC1-r will C1dd-ress t~le needs of schools C1C-rOSS the

counhy, C1nd mo-re importC1ntly, the plC1n will b-ring telecommunicC1tions se-rvices di-rectly to the CIC1SS

-rooms, whe-re they wn hC1ve the g-reC1test impC1et on studenh. It is important to -remembe-r thC1t

eC1ch element of this plC1n is vitC11 to the ove'rC111 success of the discount vrogmm. T~le-refo-re, the

inclusion of discounts fo-r inte-rnC11 CIC1ss-room connections should not be climinC1teJ nOl- should the s'Ze

of the Unive-rSC1l Se-rvice t=und be -reduced. As I C1m su-re you a-re C1WC1-re, this p1"Og-ram is essentiC11

fo-r p-repC1-ring ou-r students to ente-r t~le wo-rkfo-rce of tomo-r-row.

The ~-Rate Telecommunications Discount p-rog-ram is despe-ratell.j ove-rdue and ou-r students nrd

No. of Copies rec'd~_~_
List ABCDE
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To: Commloslon Rood Hundt Pag.2 of2 Thursday, April 17, 1997 1:40:24 PM

these discounts for telecommunicC1tions services t.his l~eC1-r". I urge \~ou cmd t.~\e other t=CC
commissioners to fully support the recommendC1tions of the Joint 8oC1rd C1nd C1pprcve the proposed

finC11 regulC1t.ions regC1-rding the discount. plC1n for univerwl service foT' schools C1nd lib-rC1T'ies.

ThC1nk \.jou foT' your considemtion of this mc;Her.
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{" 1"""'lt .~"",),\ t .\ JOakland Schools 1):1i;.,',::');\1.
2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford, Miehigen 48328·2735· Phone (810) 858·2121 • Fax (810) 1St-1881

April 14. 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Conununications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

~x PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

APR 22 1997

Rc: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Federal

I am the superintendent ofOakland Schools, a regional education service agency which
serves 28 public school districts and 186,759 students in Oakland County, Michigan. One
ofthe major issues among school superintendents, school boards and other educators in
Oakland County and throuljhout Michigan is that of affordable access to our nation's
infonnation infrastructure.

In Oakland County we would continue our work as a regional consortium to bring
information access to approximately 10,000 classrooms. To accomplish our goal, \\Ie need
reduced rates for dialtone and high speed data lines but more importantly, we need
affordable means of on-premise equipment and networking for all of our school
buildings.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will havc thc opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion ofinternal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service to schools

Thank you.

Sincerely,

r~"/
James Redmond, Ph.D.
Superintendent No. of Copies reC'd,---..;...J__

ListABCDE
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Regional Education Service Agency, II
2001 McCoy Road, Huntington, WV 25701

Telephone: (304) S29~6205 Fax: (304) 529~6209

Ted L. Triplett, Executive Director

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

April 16, 1997

APR 2 2 1997
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Although West Virginia has less financial resources than most other states, the State Board
ofEducation, the West Virginia Legislature, county boards of education, regional educational service
agencies, and schools have made extraordinary efforts to keep our schools abreast of the rest of the
nation in educational technology. In order for us to continue to improve opportunities for our
children, it is imperative that the Federal Communications Commission approve the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan for universal service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school districts receive the proposed deep
discounts for internal classroom wiring and connections. Without proper internal wiring, the needed
services will not get to the classroom where they will be most effective. It is also important that local
control oftelecommunication plans be included in the final guidelines since this will provide schools
an opportunity to develop plans which will best meet the unique needs of individual schools.

Thank you for your consideratiol1 of these requests. Students and teachers of southwestern
West Virginia are looking forward to quickly taking advantage of the quality educational experiences
which will be made possible by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the FCC regulations which
will soon be approved.

TLT/rmb

Ted L. Triplett
Executive Director

.RESA II I~o. of Copies me'd I
L/Sf ABCD;:: ----

Strengthening Links Among Rlgion 11 Counties ThTOugh Leadership and Sertlice
~ Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, Mingo and Wayne·
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tloL<y LRfnft:<y episcopal
."011\1001 na~school

EX PARTE OR LAT
13106 ANNAPOLIS ROAD· BOWIE. MARYLAND 20720. PHONE (301) 262-5355 EFILED

April 18, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

RECEI

APR 2 2 1997

I am Lois M. Nichols. Director of Technology at Holy Trinity Day School in Bowie.
Maryland. and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and prOVide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. as is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider costs. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our school needs inexpensive access to the internet so that we may prepare our
students for the future in an information rich society. They must have access to this
information and be taught how to manage and use it correctly. Our students need
deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools sand libraries.

Thank you.

~7n.~
Lois M. Nichols, Ph.D.
Director of Technology

No. of Copies rec'd_--=I__
List ABeDE

TOTAL P.01



(] Robert V. Marthaller W(701) 324-2265 IlI!J 4/18/97 (] 7:56 AM D 1/1

April 18, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairperson
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairperson Reed:

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

APR 22 1997

I am the superintendent of a rural school district in North Dakota with a total student
population of approximately 620 students K-12. I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of
tomorrow.

The Harvey School District would use "e-rate" discounts in a variety of ways. Our first
priority is to set up a fully multi-media, Internet connected lab at our elementary school
with computers, at least one, in each classroom. E-rate discounts would allow us to use
resources to purchase equipment such as routers and computers, purchase
appropriate software and provide training for our staff to make effective use of the
equipment and technology to make teaching and learning more effective. We would
also use resources to convert our traditional libraries into fully functioning and
"connected" media centers making information fully accessible to our students.

Out students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Sincerely,

Robert V. Marthaller, Superintendent
Harvey School District #38

f~Q. of Copies me'd /
lrst ABeD;::



•
Tho Honorable Heed Hundt
}<'ederal Communications Commission
1919 M. St.roet., NW, Room 844
W811hingwn, DC 20&04

HE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Z 8034652883

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

M(:Cormtck county School DIstrict
821 North Mine Street

McCormick, South Carolina 29836

Charles PSl'ndl
Superinkmdcmt

--···--------APR 2 2 1997
April 21, 1997

P.02

1 am 0 supcdnwndont. from your schvol district nume, and I would like to thank you for youI'
dedication in ensuring that ull school districts llud education conSOI-Lill will have affordable access to
the Information Suporhbchway.

'H1C Telecommunicatiolls Act tl/ld the Fed(ll'al·~tateJoint. Board docision wm gua)"ant.c(~ that tlJl
Rchool diFltrjdEl will havo the opportunity to (:onnect 1.0 the In~motand provide diflt.anco·learning
oppOltunit.ios. 'nlC $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of 811 our schools, a.nd importuntly,
the pIon will l)J'in~ Ncrvices directly to the clusfoom whct"(.) studcntsleam, Your inclusion of internal
clasl.'l"Oom connections Ji.)T discounts is vital. Thj~ plan is essential for prepadng the workforce of
t.omorrow.

Out' diaLl"kt.. lUIS one of the lowe8l tux baS(lS in the slate. 'J'hercforc, AufJicjont fundf:
111'0 not available to moot wdmology Ilc(lds. Our students will not be l.ochnolo~y

lit-orate !lnd our WltdlCrS will not have uccess to t.{:chnology for inRLructional pUJ-p08CIl,
without. sufficicnt assi",tancc. .

Our ~LudcJlts need deep discounts for t..cll~COInmlJllicHt.ions 8cr\'ices this year. I urg(~ tJle FCC to fully
support. of the .Joinl.13oard's discount plan for univel'sulscrvicc for schools.

. \

'l'hanlc you.

IJ,ooroIY, l) tIJ
(~~ f~"J1f;/

Charles Pal'l}(~1l

Suporintendent
No. of Copies r€'C'd~__/_
List ABCDE

UG1·4H!I·2M~"1 phone' "1'1(1~1.r1.''';S ('(lllH'~; from exIra cl1on" 8G4-4(\[;"2kt\~o\
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McConuick Count.y School Dist.rict

821 North· fne Street
McCormick, South Carolina 29835

Tclc (B61) 465-2387 I<'AX (864) 465·2883

Date: April 21, 199/ TiQle:
4:4~

FAX Number:
(202) 418-2KQl

Attention:
Chnirm811 Hep.d Hundl

From:

Message:

Mr. Charles Parnell

Number of pages (including thiS cover sheet) ~2,---_

If there is any problem with thiS lr8J1SmHlal. please contact Wanda Anderson at
(864) i65-2387, Thank you.

"Progrel. Cornel From Extra Effort"

'l1l!!; flt~:tllrnll~ nu':asag(, Is cOJlfldcnlll'll. It may coutalra lnlol'l1mllon Wldt:h Js privileged or tlubJf:ct to other
('onl\c1enUallly reqUIrc:menls and c.xempUoIl5 from dlt1dosllre uJld~r applicahle law. It. If; intended solely for tIle
UlH~ of the Indivldua.l named above. If you atl: not the Intended rcciplent or the persoll reaponslLk to deliver it to
t.he Intend(~d reCipient. you an~ hereby advised that any dlssemlJUI.t!on, dlslrlbuUon. or copying of t.hls
r.omlllUlllcaUon Is ptohlblled. If you have n::eclved this fac-sllnl1c message In en'(lr. please IrnmedUttdy noUfy the
8cndE'r by telephone -rollcC'r and retunt the onglnal message 1.1'> the sender by U.S. nanl1. Postage on returned
FAX lrnn81lllSS10TlS Will be refunded. Thank you.
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DBlflN HEIGHTS
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

[ Drn_
A E:;,j ;10;; 1\1""')""'11'""=--

Middle School • 111· 36th Street, S.E., Wyoming. Michigan 49548 • i'e ~61

E)( P,\8TE OR LATE FIL~R 2 2 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairperson
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairperson Hundt:
I am the Director ofTechnology for the Godwin Heights Public Schools, and 1would like

to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly the plan. to bring services directly to the classroom where student learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts in vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce for tomorrow.

Our belief that technology supports learning is reflected in the passage of a bond in
June of 1995 specifically for technology. The money generated as to our Technology Plan
first established a fiber WAN between our 7 buildings. Part of that first phase also was the
installment of a LAN in each school building allowing up to 7 computers in each classroom,
as well as voice and video. The intent of this plan, developed by our community, was to
bring technology to the classroom where the students are and where learning takes place.
As a result we now have the ability to bring the internet to each classroom. Our Tl line to
the local ISD brings the signal to the district. I am telling you this because I want you to
know that we believe technology, for example the Internet, is important to the learning
process. The resources av"ailable through the Internet expands learning opportunities.

The passage of the bond provided the funds to build a solid infrastructure for our
future technology needs, but the ongoing costs are coming from the general fund. The
passage of this discount program is extremely important to the continuance of our
technology plan.

Our students will benefit by the adoption of this program.. I urge the FCC to fully support
the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service to schools and libraries.

Thank you.

/

Sincerely,

X~,/~w
Ronald Postma
Director of Technology

No. of Cop:r;n me'd
Lk:t l\BCL:' ----

---_.-_._._-------

TOTAL P.01
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Macomb District #185 Early childhood Programs
MacArthur School

235 W. Grant, Macomb, IL 61455
833-4273 or 833-1732

..

April 21, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

EX OR LATE FILED

APR 22'1997

I am a principal and the director of special services from Macomb Unit School District # 185 in Macomb,
Illinois, I appreciate your dedication in ensuring that all school districts will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities.
The $4.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

District 185 is making every effort to integrate global communications opportunities into the
instructional program. The scope of this program will be severely limited or perhaps even short-lived
without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are needed this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

J

~~
Sally Sallee
Principal and Director of Special Services
Macomb Unit School District #185 ~o. of Copies fe-c'd

List A8GDt: ----

-_._------



Apr-21-97 02:29P PETERSBURG PUBLIC SCHOOL 1-402-386-5806 P.01

Petersburg Public School
P.o. Box 240

2nd and Widaman EX ;~Tr:: OR LATE FILED FAX ((440
0

2
2

)) 338866.-55346024
PeterSburg, N E 68652·0240

'HOME OF THE PIRATES'

Thank you.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommu nications services
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board"5

discount plan for universal services for schools

I am a teacher from the Petersburg Public School, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schoal
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

/

APR 2 2 1997

No. of Copies mc'd
L~tABCDE ~------

April 21, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
191 9 M Street, NW f Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal·State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the
opportunitY ta connect to the Internet and provide distance­
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our school, and importantly, the plan will bring
services directlv to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Sincerely,

Lisa Carder, Technology Coordinator
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~ampsqire (1Jountll ~oarn of ~oucation

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOI,5
Gerald A. Mathias

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE/DAT/\
All('l'\ D. Holt

:TfE OR LATE FIl.&QRO OF EDUCATION

Helen A. lleslwole, ['resident
Benjamin Elkil'l!>

David Parker
8renda Pylcs

Cynlllia Smith

46 S. High Street, R(}rnn~y, W"'~t Virginia 26757
Tel~phone: 304·822·3528

Director of Finance: 304-822-3962

April 17, 1997 APR 2 2 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairrean
Federal Communi~ation5 Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Although West Virgi~ia has less financial resources ~han most
o~her states, the State Board of Edu~ation, the West Virginia
Legislature, the Hampshire Cou~ty Soard of Education, RESA VIII and our
schools have made extraordinary efforts to kee? our schools abreast of
the rest of the nation in educational technolcgy. In order for us to
con~inue to improve oppcrt~ni~ies for o~r child~en, it is imperative
that the Federal Con~unicatio~s Commission approve the Federal-State
Joint Board disco~nt plan for universal service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school dis~ricts

receive the proposed deep discounts for ~nternal classroom wiring and
connections. Without proper internal wiring, the needed services will
no~ get to the classroom where they will be most effective. I~ is also
importan~ t~at r.o state ~ech5nisms :or evaluation ~f telecomrr,unication
plans be included i~ the fi~al guideli~es since this will undermine
schools' opport~nities ~~ develop pians which will best meet the unique
needs of individ~al schools.

Thank you for your cons~deration of th@s~ requests. Students and
teache~s of eastern West Virgin~a are locking forward to quickly taking
advantage of the quality educational experiences which will be made
possible by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the FCC regulations
which will soon be approved.

Yot.:.rs ~rulYI

/No. of Copies rec'd
List ;.\8CDE: '-----

!tv~flr4~'
~rald A. Mathias
Superintendent

GJU1: jmf

-_._.._-------
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HANFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT
714 N. WHITE STREET • P.O. BOX G-,067. HANFORD, CAl.IFORNIA 93232 • (209) 565-2265

APR 2 2 1997

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StTeet, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE= CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,

I am the Superintendent of Hanford Elementary School District, and I would like to thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and educational agencies will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities for our students. The $2.25 billion a year will help
address the needs of our schools, and most importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom, into the hands of students. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing our youngsters for
the future. We have just completed our plans to wire all nine of our schools and the
district services facilities, so we are in an excellent position to take advantage of this
proposal. It will assist us in completing our plans much sooner than we originally
anticipated.

Schools need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year in order to provide
Internet access to all of our students. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools. It is the only way we will be able to ensure
equitable access to information.

Thank you for your support.

Sincer~

timas, Superintendent

SUPEFUNTENOENT JOE SIMAS
GOVERNING BOARD "eN BAIRD JANice LEE KATHY NEIGIoIBORS CAROL REYNOLDS FRED WILLS
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APR 2 2 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a superintendent from Chesterfield County School District, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring diat all school districts and education
consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opPQrtunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and Importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your mclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force
of tomorrow.

In Chesterfield County, we now have twelve of our fifteen schools wired throughout
and on line. Four other facilities are scheduled.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year to fully
utilize the available potential.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~jn'
~~anmn~
Superintendent

RCM:ph
FCClnll
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APR 2 2 1997
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communlca~ions Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room B44
washIngton, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As superintendent of the :)t,;lwol uistr it,;t ot Newberry
County, I commend you f01' YQU1' pOl·c~voranuc in making
technoloqy accessiblQ in all ~chool districts and educational
a.g9ncio£. Tho dicoount you arc cupporting would help O\."lr
school district as we follow our uistrict stratogic Plan for
tho 'ioar 2UUO. In our LC.:lrncr Standard 10, our goal 13 to
provide the opportunity tor s~uaen~s ~o use compu~crs and
othor toohnology cxtcnc~vely throughout the ochool curriculum.
pi:lssinq tha TahtcQlll1l1unlcatlonl:> AC~ will allow us ~hC
opportunit¥ to conneot to the Internet more cwi£tly .... ithout
ov~rburden~nq our technOlogy budget.

At present, the ~tate of ~outh carolina is sct,-;ing aside
$10 million to cupport cohool teohnology. O( that, neurly C1S
million is directly going to provide telecommunications access
to E:choolc. In our diotriet ~lonc, naQr 1y ~GO thousand of
local tunds w111 be spent making tnese connections. If a 60%
discount woro rC3l1~cd, ~hc oQvingo to the 3tote would be 09
mililon, and at our d1s~r1ct level we coul~ rQuu~e our local
operating budgot by $36 thouc~nd. Theoc reductions could be
used to provlde tax rellet or ,-;ncy could be used in othtlr
arQa& of educa.tion that co deapcr~tcly need funding.

I urge the FCC and the Joint Boord to fully suppo:t"t: lhe
discount plaIl which will bc~tcr prepare our ,students F\:<l thp.y
entQr the work force or contlnue their edUcatlonal endenvors.

Sincerely,

--.~TBe Dowl.i ng
District Superint~n Ant

TECD: jwc
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Montana Education Association

April 18, 1997

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St. NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20054

RE: CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

EX P,1Ji1T OR LATE FILED
1232 East Sixth Avenue • Helena, Montana 5%01 • 406-442-4250

1-800-398-0826 (Toll-free) • Fax: 406-443-5081

APR 2 2 1997

On behalf of the 10,000 members of the Montana Education Association, I are writing in support of the
Federal-State Joint Board's recommendation that would provide meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so every student can have affordable access to the
world of information technology. The Universal Services Fund provision of the Telecommunication Act
mandates the development of special discounts for all schools and libraries so they can secure the services
at affordable prices.

Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long
learners can connect with technology they will need to compete in today's and tomorrow's work force.
Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers
of new technology well into the 21 st century.

The Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service made a unanimous recommendation for the
implementation of the Universal Services Fund provisions related to schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our schools in Montana significant discounts on all services, with deep
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and most expensive to service. All schools
would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential
to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

We cannot afford to have our schools become segregated into technology "haves" and the technology
"have-nots." We need to prepare all of our children for the future.

I ask for your support of the Joint Board's recommendations. These provisions will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

f)
ric Feaver, lden

Montana Education Association

Affiliated with National Education Association

No. of Cc~;:e:5 rGe'd
List ASCCJE ~---



Chairman Hunt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington DC, 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Hello,

EX P/\RTE OR LATE FILE&4/17 /97

APR 22 1997
My name is Ralph Bach and I am the Computer Support Mana~,~r for
Dearborn Schools in Dearborn,Michigan and I want to take t'h~Sk.",

opportunity to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all
schools and will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

I hope that you will continue to support the findings of the
Federal-State Joint Board discount plan to provide an "E-RATE" to
schools. The $2.25 billion will allow all schools to provide a
21st century education to all students.

The inclusion of internal classroom connections, (where the
students are and learning goes on) for discounts is vital. This
plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The money saved on infrastructure and line charges would enable us
to start to upgrade our aging stock of Apple lIe computers and
replace them with systems that can take advantage of the new
technologies.

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan
for universal service for schools.

(~!~Erv~
com~~ker Support Manager
Dearborn Schools
18700 Audette
Dearborn, MI 48124

o
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April 18, 1997
GeoNet Limited L.P.

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket # 96-45
Federal/State Joint Board on Universal Service
Recommended Decision

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As a follow up to our letter of April 8, 1997, GeoNet Limited, L.p. hereby submits comments on the
matters of universal service to the Internet and access charges on Internet Service Providers (lSPs).
We would like to express our appreciation for the opportunity to share GeoNet's experience related to
this matter with the Commission.

GeoNet is a developer of enhanced telecommunications services and has developed a proposed solu­
tion to the problem of network congestion resulting from subscriber access to the Internet. We have
had several meetings with Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (lLECs), ISPs, and manufacturers of
telecommunications equipment. We believe that what we have learned from those meetings bears
directly upon the the matters currently being considered in Docket 96-45.

First, there is the matter of universal access to the Internet. In the discussions with the ILECs, we
were told that the ILECs plan to implement overlay data networks for Internet calls and that the sub­
scriber calls would be diverted by the local switch to those overlay networks. It is GeoNet's under­
standing, resulting from GeoNet's meetings with the ILECs, that these new overlay networks would
be implemented first in the metropolitan areas and later in the remaining areas. Clearly, this would
result in a period where a superior class of service would exist for metropolitan areas compared to the
remainder of the country. The track record of the ILECs in implementing ISDN and AIN is evidence
that this period could be a decade or more.

Second, there is the matter of access charges which the ILECs have requested to be imposed on ISPs.
GeoNet believes that the capital expenses for the overlay data networks which are being planned by
the ILECs are not necessary to solve the congestion problem. The solution developed by GeoNet is
evidence of that fact. Therefore, those capital expenses should not be used as part of the justification
for ISP access charges.

GeoNet Limited, c/o The Netanya Group, 1069 Main St. • Sebastian, FL 32958· (561) 581-0009 Fax (561)581-0081



The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
April 17, 1997
Page 2

We thank you for the opportunity to share our experience on these matters with the commission.

Respectfully,
for GeoNet Limited, L.P.

\D~~
Don Berteau
Vice President, GeoSync Corporation
General Partner, GeoNet Limited, L.P.

cc: Regina M. Keeney, Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Michael Nelson
Office of Policy Planning, Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission

William Kennard
General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission

Catherine 1. K. Sandoval, Director
Office of Communications Business Opportunities
Federal Communications Commission

Alan Tresemer
Chairman
GeoSync Corporation

Thomas E. Gage
Chairman
Marconi Pacific, LLC
Suite 540
7910 Woodmont Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20815
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Chairman Reed Hundt
Commissioner James H. Quello
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

April 21, 1997

On April 16, 1997, the Coalition for Access and Universal Service Reform set forth a proposal
to resolve the current impasse surrounding access and universal service reform.

Today, long distance companies pay access charges that are exorbitantly above cost, as well as
supporting universal service by way of implicit subsidies, in direct contradiction of the Telecommuni­
cations Act of 1996. LCI International believes the proposal set forth by the Coalition balances the
concerns of consumers and businesses by gradually replacing today's excessive access charges with
access charges based on forward looking costs -- costs that are reflective of a competitive market. The
plan also proposes to recover universal service support on an explicit and competitively neutral basis,
as required by law.

LCI supports the great majority of the Coalition's proposal, including:

• Reinitialization ofinterstate access rates to yield a return of 11.25%.
• Increasing the productivity adjustment to 7.5%.
• Reducing the transport interconnection charge to 20% of the current level.
• Reducing access charges to TELRIC.
• Reducing terminating access charges more quickly than originating access charges.

There are various areas in which LCI believes the proposal can be improved:

• LCI believes it is reasonable to ask all parties, including consumers, to pay a fair and
reasonable fee to support the wiring of schools and libraries (similar to the AT&TlBell
AtlanticlNYNEX proposal).

• LCI believes that there is no question that the competitive nature of the long-distance
market will ensure that access reductions find their way into market based prices.

• LCI believes that all non-traffic sensitive costs should be recovered on a per line basis,
not a minutes-of-use basis.

• LCI urges the FCC to adopt the existing interim transport rate structure as the
permanent structure, so as not to discriminate against smaller carriers.

LCI also believes the Commission should strongly reaffirm its support for the "Network
Platform" required in its August 1, 1996 First Report & Order, CC Docket 96-98, Sees. 328-365, and
state clearly that access charges can be avoided once the platform is both operationally available and
economically feasible for competitors to use. Implementation of the platform should be a pre-requisite
for Sec. 271 entry.

No. of Copies re.:'d 0
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LCI strongly encourages the FCC to objectively review the proposal set forth by
the Coalition for Access and Universal Service Reform and that any proposal adopted by
the Commission must include, as lead proposals in the industry include, a significant long­
term reduction in access charges by bringing them to TELRIC.

rLcllnternattonal-



L. ROBERT HALLIoIAN
Assistant Superintendent

DOVER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATIONIBUSINESS OFFICE. SCHOOL LANE· DOVER. PENNSYLVANIA 17315

(717) 292-3671 FAX (717) 292-9659

DR. GEORGE W. SEVERNS, JR.
Superintendent DENISE L. RUSSElL

B\ialness Man.ger

April 17, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

EX PMiTEOR LATE FILED

APR 2 2 1997

~.;.,,/; <.', j

I am the Business Manager of the Dover Area School District,
Dover, pennsylvania and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

As our student enrollment expands in our community, we are faced
with the difficult task of meeting tomorrow's needs with today's
cash. We are a rural bedroom community, that borders a very
industrial area. Our local support is residence property taxes.
We have developed a financial/strategic plan that incorporates
technology for uses such as distance learning, developing kiosks
for use by residents, year round use of facilities exploration,
and a commitment to lifelong learning.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Denise L. Russell
Business Manager

Dover Community Partnership Develops Life Long Learners

/


