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• vI lea: Ions Gommillsion
OffIce of Secretary

Re: MM Docket #87-268

Dear Commissioners:

WCVB, Boston Massachusetts confinns its commitment to put a DTV signal on air within 18
months ofthe issuance of the FCC reports and orders adopting service rules, and a table ofDTV
allotments/assignments, subject to the same commitment by the Boston CBS owned station
WBZ, and absent circumstances beyond our control.

WCVB is a tenant on the television tower owned by WBZJCBS, and must proceed with the
necessary build out of DTV transmission facilities on a timetable concurrent with WBZ.
HearstIWCVB and CBS/WBZ engineering management are cooperatively pursuing structural
design and construction requirements necessary to build DTV transmitting facilities at the WBZ
tower site. It is Hearst's expectation that the early 18 month timetable is achievable, however,
as tenants of CBSlWBl we are reliant on WBl's mutual commitment to meet the early
timetable for the Boston market.

Circumstances beyond our control include, but are not limited to, (a) inability to constroct or
otherwise place into operation the appropriate digital television facility, for reasons related to
tower siting or construction. zoning, building pennits, RF radiation, FAA approval. or other
constraints beyond our control; (b) power and broadcast equipment unaVailability or
unavailability of necessary expertise~ consulting engineers, structural engineers. tower
erection c.rcws); or (c) serious channel assignment issues including CanadianlMcxican frequency
coordination issues.
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We Wlderstand that this commitment may be taken into account in the Commission's
deliberations on DTV service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolved in a report and order
adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted,

DJB:dcg



APR. -02' 97 (WED) 1&:08A. H. BELO 2149778209

April 2. 1997

Dear Commissioners:

TEL:214-977-8209

MIChael J McCarthy
Sanior V;I:l! Prosit1eOl/SGcretary

Genertll Covn~'

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

REceIVED

[APR "'991
Federal Communications Co '.

Office of8ecrttuymm/3fio

P.001

Respectfully submitted,

WFAA-TV, Dallas, Texas confirms its commi1meDt, based on requests through
NAB or MSTV from Co~ssion personnel, to put a D1V signal on the air within 18
months oithe is~ccofthf FCC reports and orders adopting service rules and a table of
DTV allotmcntslassi~ absent circumstaD~ beyond our control.

Circumstances beyo~ our control include, but are not limited to, (a) inability to
construct or otherwise place into operation the appropriate digital television facility, for
reasons related to tower siting or constIUCtion, mning. building permits, RF radiation,
FAA approval, or other constraints beyond our control; (b) power and broadcast
equipment unavailability or~lability ofnccessary expertise (e.g., consulting
engineers, structuraI engjrqI'$. tower erection crews); Or (e) serious channel assignment
issues including CanadiaDlMcxican frequency coordination issues.

We UDderstand that this commitment may be taken into account in the
Commission's deliberationslon DTV service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolved
in a report and order adoptcfl this week.
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April 2, 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James H. QueUo
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness

,Federal Communications Commission

1919 M street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Mr. Chainnan and Commissioners:.

PAGE 2/3

RECEIVED

[APR ]'1991
Federal Communications Commission

Office of Secretary

Gannett Co., Inc., the controIJJng owner of television 5tation WXJA-TV, Atlanta, GA, confirms its
commitment, based on requests through NAB or MSlV from Commission personnel, to put a WXIA-TV
DTV signal on the air within 18 months of the issuance of the FCC reports and orders adopting service
rules and table of OlV aJlotmentslassignments, absent circumstances beyond our control.

CircumstanC8& beyond our control include, but are not limited to, (a) inability to construct or othetwise
place into operati~ the appropriate digital television facility, for reasons related to tower siting or
construction, zoning, building pennits, RF radiation, FAA approval, unanticipated or extraordinary costs,
or other constraints beyond our control: (b) polIVer and broadcast equipment unavaitability or
unavailability ofnecessary expertise (e.g., consulting engineers, structuJClI engineers, tower erection
crews): or (c) serious c:haMeI assignment issues including canadianlMexican frequency coordination
issues. We wish to note that the expected necessity to build a new antenna tower for WXIA-TV raises a
serious possibility that construction delays will impede the ability to meet an 18 month completion target
in this case.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the Commission's deliberations of
OW service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolved in a report and order adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted,

~
Cecil L. Walker

No of Copies rec'd
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Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James H. Quello
CommiSsioner RacheIJe B. Chong
Commissioner SUsan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear "Mr. Chairman and Commissioners:

RECEIVED

"APR 71997
, Federal Communicu'

00' Ions Commission
Ice of SecretllY

,(

Gannett Co., Inc.• the controlling owner of television station WUSA-lV, Washington. D.C., confirms its
commitment, based on requests through NAB or USTV from Commission personnel, to put aVVUSA-TV
ON signal on the air within 18 months of the iSsuance of the FCC reports and Ot'ders adopting service
rules and table of OW allotments/assignments, absent circumstances beyond our control.

Cira.unstances beyond our control inqude, but are not limited to. (a) inability to construct or otherwise
,place Into operation the appropriate digital television facility. for reasons related to tower siting or
construction, zoning, building permits, RF radiation. FAA. approval, unanticipated or extraordinary costs
or other constraints beyond our control; (b) power 8nd broadcast equipment unavailability or
unavailability of necessary expertise (e.g., consulting engineers. structural engineers, tower ereCtion
crews); or (C) serious channel assignment issues including CanadianlMexican frequency coordination
issues.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the Commission's deliberations on
OTV service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolVed in a report and order adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted,

No. of Copies rec'd
Ust ABeDE c-- _
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Dear Ccmunt'licmen:

April 2, 1997
RECEIVED

fAPR 7·1997

Federal Com!"unicatiofls Commission
OffIce of Secretary

On bib-IfofWJLA-1V, Wawnpm, DC, Allbritton Communications Company
confirma it. enmmitu.nt, bued on requests through NAB or MSTV from Commission
per8ODD81, to put a DTV lienal on the air witJUn 18 months of the ilsuaoce or the FCC
reportI and orden adopt.ing eervice rule. and a table orDTV aIlotmentl/ulignments,
ableDt c:ircumltancel beyond our control.

Cin:umetance8 beyond our control include, but are Dot limited to, (a) inability
to COD8truct or otha'wi8e place into operation the applopriate diPtal t.lniaion tacUity,
for reUOIl8 related to tower Bitinr or CODItructi.on, 1OJliq, builcliq permits. RF
radiation, FAA approval, labor mlpute8, UIWlticipated extraordinary expeJ18e8
relatina to conl!ltruction or equipment acquilition or other c:oDltraiDtI beyond our
control; (b) power and broadcast equipment unavailability or unavailability of
necesl8ry expertise Ca.L consultin, eD,ineen••tructura1 eD(inee1'l, tower erection
Cl'8W1); or (c) l8rioUJ channel ulignment issue. including CanadianlMexican
frequency c:oordination ioa...

We understand that thil commitment may be taken into account in the
CommiMion'. delibentlODI on D'lV I8I"¥ice rut.., which we vigorously Ul'I8 be relolved
in a report and order adopted this week.

Re8pectCullY8ubmitted,

J r~c::::::: :J~tJd~~
"'"------J';::erald N. Frit. ---_

V1C8 President
Legal and Stratelic Affairs
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Fcdcra1 CommtmicatiODS Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioners:

RECEIVED

APR 71997
Federal Communiliations Commission

Office of Socretar/

K.TLAlLos Angeles confirms its commitment. based on requests through NAB or MSTV
from Commission personnel. to put a DTV sigDal on thc air within 18 months ofthe issuancc of
the FCC reports and orders adopting service roles and a table ofDTV allotments/assignments,
absent circumstances beyond our control.

Cin:umstances beyond our control include, but are not limited to, (a) inability to construct
or otherwise place into operation thc appropriate digital television facility, for reasons related to
tower sitting or construction, zoning. building pennits. RF radiation, FAA approval, or other
constraints beyond our control; (b) power and broadcast equipment unavailability or
unavailability ofncccssary expertise (e.g., cpnsulting engineers, structural engineers. tower
erection crews); or (c) serious channel assigpment issues including Canadian/Mexican frequency
coordination issues. .

We understand that this COmmitmen~ may be taken into account in the Commission's
deliberations on DTV service rules, which wc vigorously Ut'gC be resolved in a report and order
adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted,

4- -~":if/I-.:"
Dennis FitzSimons

DJF/cn

No. of Copies rec'd,--c._:/.__
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

CHRONICLE BROADCASTING COMPANY

'April 1. 1997

Dear Commissioners:

RECEIVED

fAPR 71997

Fedem; Communications Commission
Office of Sicremry

KRON. San Francisco. California, con6nns its conunitment, based on requests through
NAB OT MSTV from Commission personnel. to put a DTV signal on the air within 18
months ofthe issuance ofthe FCC reports and orders adopting service rules and a table of
DTV allotments/assignments. absent circumstances beyond our control.

Circumstances beyond our control include, but are not limited to, (a) inability to construct
or othmwise place into operation the appropriate digital television facility. for reasons
related to tower siting or construction. zoning. building pennits, RF radiation, equipment
unavailability or unavailability of nccc:ssary expertise (e.g. consulting engineers, structural
engineers., tower erection crews); or (c) serious channel assignment issues including
CanadianlMexican frequency coordination issues.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the Commission's
deliberations on DTV service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolved in a report and
order adopted this week.

Rcspec;tfu11y submitted,

~::b'~
President and ChicfExec:utive Officer

AMClpmc

No. of CCP18S reC'd.__J-__
List ft.8CDE
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April I, 1997

Dear Commissioners:

EX FAf1TE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

'APR ],1997
federal Communklations Commi_ll

·OfticeIt.~

i .

WMUR-TV, Manchester, New Hampshire confirms its commitment,
based on requests throulh NAB or MSTV from Commission personnel,
to put a DTV signal on the air within 18 months of the issuance ofthe
FCC reports and orders adopting service rules and a table ofDTV
allotments/assignments. absent circumstances beyond our control.

Circumstances beyond our control include. but are not limited to, (a)
inability to construct or otherwise place into operation the appropriate
digital television facility. for FAA approval. or other constraints beyond
our co.otrol; (b) power and broadcast equipment unavailability or
unavailability ofnecessary expertise (e.g., consulting engineers,
struCtural engineers, towcr erection crews); or (c.) serious channel
assignment issues including CanadianlMexican frequency coordination
issues.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the
Commission's deliberations on DTV service rules, which we vigorously
urge be resolved in a report and order adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted.

~_l. 4-
Larry E. Gilpin
Vice President/General Manager

LEG:tp

pus'!' OFFICE aox \) MANCH1I:a1'El(. NEW HA"~·SU1R.E 03.1.05

No. of Copies roc'd
List A8CDE
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April 2, 1997

RECEIVED

APR 7;1997
Federal Gommunir.ations Comml~sion

Office of Secre1ary

Dear Commissioners: I
KXAS-TV, Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas, confirms its commitment. based on requests
through NAB or MSlV from Commission personnel, to put a' D1V signal on the air
within 18 months of the issuance of the FCC reports and orders adopting service roles
and a table ofDTV allotments/assignments, absent circumstances beyond our control.

Circumsta.nees beyond our control include. but arc not limited to: [a] inability to
construct or otherwise place into operation the appropriate digital television' facility, for
reasons related to tower siting or construction, zoning, building permits, RF radiation,
FAA approval, or other constraints beyond our control; [b] power and broadcast
equipment unavailability or unavailability of necessary expertise (e.g. consulting
engineers, struotural engineers, tower erection crews); or [el serious channel assignment
issues including C8nadianlMexican frequency coordination issues.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the Commission's
deliberations on DTV service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolved in a report and
order adopted this week.

G Chapman
President and CEO

No. of Copies rec'd
list ABCDE '---
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New b\c. NY 10112 Notional Broadcasting
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Fox: 212 664-7275
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E", .. i\ n-r'- n '.":)
'jI, !",hn , L: i~)n LATE FILED

April 2, 1997

I '
Dear Commissioners:

KNBC-TV, Los Angeles, CA; WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, PA; and WAC-TV,
Washington, D.C. confirm their commitment, based on requests through
the NAB or MSTV from Commission personnel, to put a OTV signal on the
air within 18 months of the issuance of the FCC reports and orders
adopting service rules and a table of DTV allotments/assignments, absent
circumstances beyond our control. WNBC-TV, New York, NY; and
WMAQ-TV, Chicago, IL also confirm their intent to meet this schedule,
subject to resolving the tower/location issues in New York and Chicago
that are already known to the Commission.

Circumstances beyond our control include, but are not limited to, (a)
inability to construct or otherwise place into operation the appropriate
digital television facility, for reasons to tower siting or construction, zoning,
building permits, AF radiation, FAA approval, or other constraints beyond
our control; (b) power and broadcast equipment unavailability or the
unavailability of necessary expertise ~, consulting engineers, structural
engineers, tower erection crews}; or (c) serious channel assignment
issues including CanadianlMexican frequency coordination issues.

I
I ,
\

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the
Commission's deliperations on OTV service rules, which we vigorously
urge be resolved in a report and an order adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. Rohrback
President, NBC Television Stations

No. of Copies rec'd._~ _
List AGeDE
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RECEIVED

[APR 711991

P.2

Fedllrat Communications Commission
Office ot Secretuy

Apri12, 1997

ID rtIpOIIIC to iDquiriei hm NAB ad CommiIIiDJl perIODDIl, CBS codrms its
iIItentioD to build ficiIitiea aaoc:iated with WCBS-TV. New York, KPIX-TV. San
FJ'IDCiIco, KYW-TV, Philadelphia, ad WWI-TV. Detroit, which are capable of'
tnIaImittiDIa DTV IipaI within 11 momba ofthe iAuance ofdie FCC NpOrts and
orden ado;tmalCrVice tullt and I table ornTV aUotmatll&llipmefttl. mel the
z-.. ofthIt table. Ibsent circumJtmces beyond OW' control.

CircumItaaca beyond our~oJ iDcIude, but are DOt IimitocI to: (a) iDIbiIity to
cxmstruct or ot:berw1Je place into operaticm the appropriate disital televilion facility. lOr
reuaDI nUted to tower IitiDs or construction. zoniDa. buildinB permiu, 1lF radiation.
PAA approval, or other CODItraintl beyond our GCmtroI; (b) power ad broadcast
equipment unavailability orunavailability of..I.ry expertise CL& coualti•
....... ItNCtunl enaiDeen. tower CrocUcm crewa); or (c) IeriOUI cJgnnel UIisamtDt
iuueI iDcluctina, but Dot limited to. CuldiaDlMcxican hquency coordination Jauu.
III Detroit, another~ beyond our control would be the failure orthe
CommiIiiOD to sram very promptly Ilema"penclin& uncoDteited application for
modifir.aticm of.the ltation'l NTSC Wtiea, which is needed both to improve the
station', NTSC MrViee to itl COJIUDLII1ity and to allow CODItrUction oCaplanned ncy;'

tower to accommodate both NI'SC and DTV tnnsmiuionl.

We underatInd chat this intention may be taken into account in tho
Commiuicm's deliberaUOII5 on DTV MtVice NICl, which we viSOrously urge be
rao1ved in areport Iftd order adopted this week.

d-- .

,I '

CAainnaD Bled E. Hundt
Commiuicmer lunes H. Quello
Commiaioner Suan B. Ness
Commiuio..Rachelle B. Cbons
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Wubington. D.C. 20SS4 No. of Copies re~'d

Ust ABCDE ---
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Commissicmrs the FecIaa1 ConnlriMtims CmmrisADIl
1919M StRIet, NW
WIIlIIIiDpm. DC 2OSS4

~T~SMi'ww.IDc.o.,6I1usi1lO' ••"il"_toiDllllll-ahlcatcircnmstlncubeYoDd
our.....,8Nc QlCdml- D1V tLaawaitIa IIId '-IM fiaJiIieI atWTXF. pip'......WJBK. Dcaoit
8DCl1CDFW, DidJas. w1IidlwiD aUow1be bcwcJcut attbe-...GIl t1Ieir FCC-peel D1V cJwnneIs
withiD 18aadbIiofb iBemcc ofFCC~ Idapliac1erYiceN1c& _ • table ofDlV
a11dmaitalessig!4'·i'ls-

OJemii.U"CS bcycDIaurl"""'i'Ql'MJ CDdro1 iDdadc butarc Dat1imifal1D: a) the imbi1ity to
camauct 01' udlCiwilepl-=c _ opaatiaa dlelJllliupi-diPI1~ kitity for..... tda1ecl
10:tb1JCGd1or~lUftrplVbkl"~~obIi""'oro6er"'"
pR)bIem& GO ai!ding1DWa3; cr1bc iDIbiIit.y to aIaiDlesin& IitiD& CIlIIIiInII:tim JJCEin3' ClI' buiJdiDg
JIC""lts; JaItIladlUityGI' aCIa rccuJatary pI'GbJaD&sach.llF l'8lIiInaa. EPA, OSHA.F~Forest
Scnioc:, arGlba' IIacJ_IW'ftltllpJllV-m-odIa'COQIIIIaUs~our~ b) powa', BYAC
or odxr utiJiI:)r1IIIPIIiJahiIil1*"*"'" Is...cqc*ij.1ICId ddII,YI iDcllJdiDI towa', 1JWWrnittm••dailiA

..Olher~....il"-cWaJs;GI'''~of...,p!yapcrti8e (c.a- CODIUltiage~
IIrucIIn1~~c:rews'"......u-.erecticla ClI"zepaircnws); m.hililyto oIDiD
MditioaeJ snhpa'llia ell' faMdcs mdI.iDIbiIi1:y to iasIIIl~ c) isIUcs ofe:mpIo)ee cd citizal
sd:ty; d) LW&a:ia1 c;Iw••dllPlignmrnt. ...poRr__iDclDding iD:ditata:e wi!h adJa'
lnllC1cutas,1U2lIzialdepiidltiau ill..~ «OUw'itnJMaica RqUaICY coordj,wticla.
issues; 8Dd, e)8DY~«dia'uptiaa to currat~"TSCservice.

FaE iaIaIIIs to INA'trill aaIy die JDet-t Je9d ofqgaJilyIIId ..tety in III)'dixt to Ibis «Id. Fox
~me~~ IIlICID& to e&imIJy IDdapeditiousIy CODSIruc;t these ticiIities without
compcOhlillQ8 tbac IIItpOl1IIIt SCIadIrds.

WeUIIlIcrstiDll1lld..ccwnmi1meIItaay be1Ual into aoooum in6c ec-"",injm'a
cIeIiberatiObS 011 rnvaemce ralea wbidl_ mae 1bc Cmnivian to raolvc apediDously.

R~sulaiaedt

~~
Mitchdl Stem

MSIbn

A R£YS COKPORATION COIllPANY

~Of' AO! Copies rec'd ;:L
us BeDE



~ 02'g'7 03:49PM C~ITAL CITIES ABC

ABC, Inc.
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•
Alan N. Bra't8m18n
s.niar VIce PntIident &
General CouneeI April 2, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioners:

RECEIVED

APR 7/1997
~d\lll~ Communications Commission

Office of Slleret3ry

I
'\ ABC, Inc., the licensee (directly or through subsidiary

companies) of KABC-TV (Los Angeles), KGO-TV (San Prancisco) and
WPVI-TV (Philadelphia) confirms its commitment, based on requests
through NAB or MaTV from commission personnel, to put a DTV signal
on the air in each of those cities within 18 months of the issuance
of the FCC reports and orders adopting service rules and a table of
DTV allotments/assignments, absent circumstances beyond our
control.

Circumatano•• beyond our control include, but are not limited
to, (a) inability to construct or otherwise place into operation
the appropriate digital television facility, for reasons related to
tower siting or construction, zoning, building permits, RF
radiation, FAA approval, or other constraints beyond our control;
(b) power and broadcast equipment unavailability or unavailability
of necessary expertise (~, consulting engineers, structural
engineers, tower erection crews); or (c) serious channel assignment
uncertainties including Canadian/Mexican frequency coordination and
other issues.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account
in the Commission's deliberations on DTV service rules, which we
Vigorously urge be resolved in a report and order adopted this
week.

Respectfully submitted,

~~-----
Alan N. Braverman

AB/ak

T1 West seth Shet New Yor1c. NY 1CXJ2H298 (212) 458-7818

~o. of Copies me'd ~
list ABCDE
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" StJBS()INrl' Of CO)( ENTERPRSES. INC.

April 2, 1997

Atlanta. Georgia 3034S (404) B43-5~42

P.2/2

(')' .) t: (,~',
I) ....-"'"., 'f. .J

ChairmaD Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James H. QueUo
Commissioner Racbclle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Mr. Chairman and Commissioners:

Cox Broadcasting, the controlling owner oftelevision station WSB-TV,
confinns its conunitment. based on requests through NAB or MSTV fro
personnel. to put a WSB-TV DTV signal on the air within 18 months 0

FCC reports and orders adopting setVice rules and table ofDTV allo
absent circumstances beyond our control.

;APR 7/1997
Fede....j r'

'Q vommuoi""t' ,
flu· "" lOoS Carom,' ,
·Jl/lce ofSecretary';SIOn

tlanta, GA,
Commission
e issuance ofthe

tsIassignmcnts,

1

I
Circumstances beyond our control include, but are not limited to, (a) inability to construct
or otherwise place into operation the appropriate digital television facility, for reasons
related to tower siting or constnlction, zoning, building permits, RF radiation, FAA
approval, unanticipated. or extraordinary costs, or other constraints beyond our control;
(b) power and broadcast equipment unavailability or unavailability ofnecessary expertise
(e.g., consulting engineers, structural engineers, tower erection crews); or (c) serious
channel assignment issues including CanadianlMexican frequency coordination issues.

We understand that this commitment may be taken into account in the Commission'5
deliberations ofDTV service rules, which we vigorously urge be resolved in a report and
order adopted this week.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicholas D. Trigony
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