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SYLVAN UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

605 Sylvan Avenue ¢ Modesto, California 95350 < (209) 574-5000 « FAX {209) 524-2672

April 24, 1997
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Susan Ness, Commissioner AR
Federal Communications Commission =
MICHAEL W. SI8IT2 1919 M Street, N.W_, Room 832 )
Washington, D.C. 20554 ‘ =
RE: CC DOCKET NO. 96-45
BOARD OF TRUSTEES ;
MARGERY NEDER Dear Commissioner Ness:
Prasident
GYNTHIA LINDEEY | am writing to you in regards to the federal “"E-Rate” Telecommunications
Clen Discount Program. | am a locally elected school board member from
MARSHA 8. WAGGONER Sylvan Union School District, Modesto, California, and | would like to
Member express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations
GARY R VANCE governing its implementation.

Momber
The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board

STEPHENL. STROUD discount plan will guarantee that even the pocrest schools will have
access fo the Internet and the ability to provide distonce-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 bilion o year will address the needs of schools
across the country., and more importcntly, the plon will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can
have the grectest impact on students. It is important to remember that
each element of this plan is vilal to the overall success of the discount
program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom
connections should not be efiminated, nor should the size of the Universal
Service Fund be reduced. As | om sure you are gware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomarrow.
The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue
and our students need these discounts for telecommunications services
this year. | urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the
recommendations of the Joint Boord and approve the proposed final

regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

7 I Ay e win

Margery Neder, President
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320 S. Main Street + Newark, NY 14513 * Telephone (315) 331-2297

March 20, 1997
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Susan Ness, Commissioner MAY 1 1997
F.C.C. e

1919 M. Street N.W.

Room 8 L Y

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Madam Chairman,

I would like to encourage you in any way possible to make
advanced telecommunication services available to every student in

every school in the country whether the school is a government or
private school.

I am asking you to support the Snowe-Rockefeller-Exon-Kerry
amendment to the Telecommunications Act of 1996 that would give
discounts for the purchase of internal wiring, video, and Internet
services at a discounted rates based on a formula related to the

eligibility of students for participation in the national free-reduced
price school lunch program.

We have 302 students in grades K-8 and save the state and
federal tax payers much money each year, as our parents are

taxpayers and also pay tuition. We are a middle class blue collar
community.

I am looking forwarad to your response tc this letter. Thank
you. God bless! ' ’

Yoo

Mrs. Kathleen Peters
Principal

KP/ca [6, Hd 50 € hZ ¥W

TETH HESAS

¥3L015 SIHADO

N , 40 231340 ) ( ) , »
>t. Michael School <=bmpursiit of (fe (mmq religious education_.
N . o



QECEWED C Q q Q ,L{(

: . g;;\‘gs‘\& HER Elizabeth M. Visser
. gysh . 40S Saltaire Way
: ALkl  Mattituck, NY 11952

January 3, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Re: “November 7, 1996 Recommended Decision of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service.”
Dear Commissioner Ness:

The Federal-State Joint Board’s recommendations on Universal Service represent the dedication of
people who understand how vital enhanced technological support is to students across the country.

The students in the fifty-three Long Island school districts that are served by the Eastern Suffolk
Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) are the beneficiaries of your decisions.

Thank you for your hard work on behalf of our students.

Sincerely,

aleth -

Elizabeth®™1. Visser, Trustee

Eastern Suffolk Board of Coopexatwe Educational Services
516 298-9363 !
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CUGLYS
Fort Frye Local School District

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Daniel Pennock, President
LeEllen Moore, Vice-Persident

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
500 Fifth Street, P.O.Box 98
Beverly, Ohio 45715
Larry Handschumacher
Joseph Prieto
David White

Phone:  (614) 984-2497
896-2460
984-8784

Fax:
Kenneth E. Waddell, Treasurer

Dr. George McGuire, Superintendent

January 7, 1997
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW,, Room 832

Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:
I am a school board member from Fort Frye Local Schools in Washington County, Ohio
and I would like to thank you for your leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their
strong decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt the recommendations of the Joint Board.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I urge you to seize this

opportunity to bring 21st century learning to our school children.

Sincerely,

e -
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Mr. Daniel Pennock, President
Fort Frye Board of Education
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner S
Federal Communications Commission Ty T
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Ness:

16, W es 01 bI ¥

I take this opportunity to thank you for your leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board
for your strong endorsement in recommending very deep discounts to schools and libraries for
telecommunication services at your November 7, 1996, meeting. The discount range of 20 to 90
percent will ensure that all schools, even the poorest, have truly affordable access to state of the art
telecommunications. By being flexible, the plan will empower schools to provide adequate services
that best fit their educational mission. This fortuitous step on your part is significant in that it will

provide connections and Internet access that will be vital in bringing services directly to the
classroom where students learn.

The North East School District’s Technology Plan, as currently being revised, delineates
technology needs and the benefits to the educational program. The funds that will be available to
our School District through telecommunication services discounts will make our goals a reality.

Your support of the recommendations are a significant step in the process for implementing
the schools and libraries provisions and are sincerely appreciated.

Respectfully,

Rapert R  Towsey, Ph.D.
uperintehde '
RBT:sam

?
FCCTHANK.137

e

“Serving Students in The (@ Heart of The Grape Country’”

An Equal Rights and Opportunities School District
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF WASHINGTON COUNTY ‘%.%

nE
P. 0. BOX 730, COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21741-0730 @ PHONE: 301-766-7815 fg’;‘,
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) ’
ANDREW R. HUMPHREYS “a
Board Member ——
January 14, 1997
Ms. Susan Ness . 'fﬁ“’&’t‘ 5“‘ Yo
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission MA Y1
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814 1997
Washington, D.C. 20554 h

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Ness:

I understand that the Federal-State Joint Board of the Federal Communications Commission
unanimously voted in November 1996 to recommend very deep discounts to schools and libraries for

telecommunication services. I commend the Joint Board members for their strong decision to ensure that
all schools will have affordable access to the nation's information superhighway.

From what I have seen, this plan would empower all schools to have access that is affordable, and
to have choices in the services needed to meet the needs of students in individual schools. Under this
plan, all schools would also gain discounts on internal connections and access mechanisms to the Internet.

Because this plan stands to tremendously benefit every classroom and the students therein, I urge
the FCC members to fully adopt the Joint Board recommendations. In your deliberations, I urge you and

your colleagues to take full advantage of this unique and powerful opportunity to help our schools better
prepare our students for the 21st century.

Andrew R. Humphreys
Member

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND

ARH:cas .

cc: Roscoe Bartlett, U.S. House of Representatives
Barbara Mikulski, U.S. Senate

Paul Sarbanes, U.S. Senate
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County



s Pic D Rills Ly

Box 770
208 East Partridge Street
Metamora, lllinois 61548-0574
Telephone 367-4594 - Area Code 309

FAX 367-2687 '
SAN 340 - 515X , Grant A. Fredericksen, Director
: April 3, 1997
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1919 M Street, NW - Room 844
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Dear Ms. Ness:
RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last

November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of
our public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are

critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information driven world

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant
discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has
accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal
wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and

non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recotgnized the need for

diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State

Thank you for your attention ta this important matter for our libraries and schools - and-
utltimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to

call if we can be of any further assistance.

1
*

A ~Fpbticdor

Grant A. Fredericksen
Director

Sincerely,




G r.owing _ Rockwell Administration Center
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December 27, 1996 FAX (913) 623-2409

Ms. Susan Ness, Commissioner “i
Federal Communications Commission o
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832 oo
-
)

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Commissioner Ness:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

As Assistant Superintendent for Finance for the Hays Public School
System, I want to commend you for your leadership in recommending
affordable, available telecommunication services for schools.

Technology is advancing so rapidly, it is hard to keep up with even the
concepts of change! There is no way most public schools can even begin to

afford to put even a small amount of this technology into place in schools to
assist the learning process for students!

With the public outcry against taxes, schools have not been given even
the increase of inflation for the last five (5) years in Kansas. "Do more with
less," is what state and federal legislators tell us.

The recommendations made on November 7th are a significant step in
making some of the provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 a
reality for schools. The recommended discounts may allow schools to obtain
some of the telecommunication services: networking, distance learning,
and internet access. Without these kinds of discounts, most schools will
continue to do without them because of cost.

Please know that you have the support of school business people like
me, across the country. We thank you, as a Joint Board, for your leadership

in trying to get the benefits of today's technology into our schools to’ help
students learn. :

Sincerely, |

Q%w;@@

Jeannine M. Ross, RSBA
Assistant Superintendent
for Finance

cc: Fred Kaufman, Superintendent, USD #489
Michelle Richards, NSBA '
File

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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‘White Marsh Elementary 3chool
29090 Thompson Corner School
Mechaniceville, MD 20659
April 21, 1397

ComMI33ioner Susen Mess ‘ M= e
Federal Cornminications Commission

1619 M Strest Nw MAY 1 1997
‘washimton, v.C. 20554 '

RE: CC Socket No. 96-45

Dear Commissigner Megs:

"We are the facully and staff from White Marsh Bementary Scheot in St. Mary's Countyy, ‘
Maryland. We are writing in support of the Universsl Service discounts for
scirools and libraries that bave been recommended by the Joint Board.

The Telecommunications sct and the Joint Board discount plan will gusrantee that el) schools
#ill have the opportunity te connect to the internet. This plan will bring services directly to .

our clazsrooms where ziudents learn. Your inclusion of internsl classroam connections Yor
Jiacaunts is vital. ‘

With these discounts, we eauld provide our students with distance learning opportunities. The
students would ve able to stydy and research using the technology found in the workplace. Az a
rural scheol, the £-rate dizcaunts wiuld enable students to realize growth currantly
unavailable due to manetary constraints.

Qur students need deeo dizcguniz for telecommunication services this year. ‘we urge the FCC to
Tuliy support the .joint Goard's giscount plan giving yniversal service far scheols and lbraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely, | v [
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MENIFEE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

30205 Menifee Road, Menifee, California 92584
(909) 672-1851 » FAX (909) 672-1385

Menifee Pride
Working For You

Superintendent
Glen C. Newman, Ed.D.

April 22, 1997
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission ;

1919 M Street, NW, Room 814 MAY 11997
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program. I am a locally
elected school board member from the Menifee Union School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan wiil bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It
is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program.
Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the

size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts
for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the

recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools aﬂd tibraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
’ 7/ t/{(ﬁ Z / '/ /(i (f;/ 44//

Robert O’Donnell, Member
Governing Board of Education

RO:na

cc: The Honorable Pete Wilson, Governor of the State of California
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OAKWOOD SCHOOL

James Alan Astman, Ph.D.
Headmaster

April 22, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness B R
Commissioner M % {

Federal Communications Commission - [997)
1919 M Street, NW .

Room 832

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I am James Astman, Headmaster of Oakwood School in North Hollywood, California,

and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools and the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital, as is your inclusion of Internet
Service Provider costs. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Oakwood is committed to technology both in its program and in its operation. Our goal
is to provide access for every single student in our school, throughout the grades. Substantial
discounts for telecommunication services this year will help ensure that access here and

elsewhere. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

=

James Alan Astman =
Headmaster ~-

2
JAA:Th t



Manheim Township
School District

Schoo! Road
P.O.Box 5134
Lancaster, PA 17606-5134

PHONE: (717) 569-8231
FAX: (717) 569-3729

The Mission of Manheim
Township School District,
building on its tradition of

academic excellence, is o
graduate students possessing
personai integrity, a broad
base of knowledge, an
appreciation of cultural
diversity and skills in thinking
and communication all
acquired through an innovative
learning system which
encourages creativity,
individual development and
prepares citizens for success

April 23, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket #96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the Superintendent of Manheim Township School District in Pennsylvania. I
would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that every school will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections

for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. Iurge

the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
-~ %/Z" L ce M ;' %é///‘.l g

Sharron V. Nelson, 1
Superintendent :

SVN/ka




Reorganized School District No. 7
600 S.E. Miller Street

Lee's Summit, Missouri 64063-4297
(816) 524-3368 ¢ FAX (816) 524-0629

Office of Director of Technology

April 16, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Strect, NW, Rocm 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

As the Superintendent of Schools of the Lee’s Summit R-7 School District, I would like to thank
you for your continued support for affordable Internet access for all students.

As you know The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that all schools, regardless of each district’s financial resources, will have the
opportunity to access the Internet and utilize distance-learning to supplement and/or enrich their
curriculum. The $2.25 billion a year funding from the Universal Service Fund will address the
needs of all our schools, and, most importantly, will bring services directly into the classroom,
thus impacting all students. The inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital
for schools to prepare the workforce of tomorrow.

As the Superintendent of a growing district, we constantly struggle with parity issues between our
old (pre-1950) buildings and our new buildings (two new elementary schools are currently under
construction). The availability of deep discounts for telecommunications services this year can
make it possible for us to deliver state-of-the-art technology to all of our buildings. Iurge the FCC:
to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerel
///y" E
r'A_ . ,r\/c‘ ':-’ _
el

e

Tony L. Stansberry, PhiD.
Superintendent
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HEART OF GEORGIA
REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY

P.O. BOX 368 * 101 HARRELL AVENUE - EASTMAN, GA 31023 - (912) 374-2240 - FAX: (912) 374-1524

o
JUNE D. BRADFIELD, Ed.S., Executive Director 2
| Jed BN -
o ,:;E‘ m
April 24, 1997 AER G
PO
W =
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner =
Federal Communications Commission -

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
 Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commuissioner Ness:

I am Executive Director for the Heart of Georgia Regional Educational Service Agency
(RESA) which includes the following counties in Georgia: Bleckley, Dodge, Laurens,
Montgomery, Pulaski, Telfair, Treutlen, Wheeler, and Wilcox. I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway. We desperately need it.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow. I am enclosing a copy of a

letter that I sent to the Georgia Public Service Commissioner that will explain our area and
concerns.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools,

Thank you.
Sincerely, ) ‘.
une 5Q ’Kﬂ?a &f
June D. Bradfield
JDB:sc

Enclosure



NORTHERN BEDFORD COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

HC1 BOX 200

LOYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 16659-9703 C Q ﬁ (47 v’({(\g

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT

PHONE: (814) 766-2221
FAX: (814) 766-3772

April 24, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness

As Superintendent of the Northern Bedford County School District in Loysburg, Pennsylvania, I
would like to thank you for your support for the pending Telecommunications Act and the Federal-
State Joint Board discount plan that would provide discounted services to schools like ours. Qur
district lies in a rural area of the state where connection to the Internet is especially difficult to secure
and is more expensive than in most other areas. We continue to make every reasonable effort to
provide similar learning opportunities and advantages to our students as are provided to students in
more densely populated and wealthier areas and need help in that endeavor.

All three of our schools are located on a single campus with a technology plan scheduling the
complete networking of every classroom and instructional area. Discounted cost in any form will help
us realize that goal much earlier than originally planned.

The potential discounts which the Act would provide will help assure that our students leave
Northern Bedford for further education and employment with advantages similar to students in other
parts of the state and nation. Accordingly, I encourage you to fully support the Joint Board's discount

plan for schools and libraries.
Thank you.

Sincerely

A ’ . p /
.4 o
Zﬂwﬂ% ¥4

David B. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

if t
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Montgomery County Elementary School
900 Martin Luther King Drive

Ailey. GA 30410
912/583-2279
912/$83-4560 (Fax)
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April 25, 1997 T e

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street. NW Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman:

Thank you for all of your hard work towards bringing equality to our schools. The
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision are going to make a
tremendous difference in the education of students everywhere.

Currently, our students do not have access to the Internet at all, unless they have a computer at
home. Since the majority of our students are from very low income households, very few of them
even have home computers. Our school system has also been unable to afford Internet
connections. This is often very frustrating when the rest of the world seems to be “connected,”
and is expecting you to be able to E-mail, and download items just like they do.

We are dedicated to providing the best possible education for our 671 students in spite of the
adversities we face. That’s why it’s so imperative that the plan include services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is
vital. [ urge you to please support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for

schools. Every child counts, and every child deserves the same opportunities that those in more
metropolis areas have.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Laura Hay
Technology Specialist
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Montgomery County Elementary School
900 Martin Luther King Drive

Ailey, GA 30410
912/583-2279
912/583-4560 (Fax)

April 25, 1997

MAY 1
The Honorable Reed Hundt . 1997
Chairman -

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street, NW Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am the assistant principal at Montgomery County Elementary School. Thank you for all of your
hard work for school districts such as ours. We really do appreciate it.

Montgomery County is a rural area with very few economic opportunities. Over 60% of our
students receive free or reduced priced lunches. Our test scores tend to be slightly below the
national percentile rankings also. We are working very hard to improve these statistics, and give
our students the best education possible. In order to do this we need for them to have all possible
educational resources available to them. The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board decision will help to bring about parity at all school districts. We want the inclusion of
internal classroom connection discounts to be possible. Students need access to the Internet right

in their classrooms. Teachers need to be able to incorporate this wonderful resource right into
their lessons, and they need to be able to do it immediately.

Please give your fullest consideration to this matter, and thank you again for caring about the
children that will be the leaders of tomorrow.

Sincerely,

ot i)

James Days
Assistant Principal
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The University of Phoenlx, Inc.

Institute for Professional Development
Apoilo Development Comporation
Apollo Press

April 25, 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt T T e
Federal Communication Commission M AY 1

1918 M Street NW Room 814 . 1997
Washington, DC 20554 T

Dear Chairman Hundt:

i understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the business line
Subscriber Line Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly called a Federal
Equitable Recovery Charge (FERC). The FERC charge is to be at least $4.50 per line
per month to support extending new telecommunications capabilitias to schools, libraries
and rural health care facilities. At the same time that the FCC is considering imposing
these new costs on American businesses, | understand that the Commission will not

take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true economic cost of local
access services.

| urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in effect, impose a new tax
on American businesses, regardiess of whether it is characterized as a “rate re-
balancing™ or “modification of rate structures”. The monetary burden of the $4.50 FERC
charge alone 1o my company would exceed $10,000 per month.

With all due respect, | believe that the imposition of such taxes is the business of the
people’s representatives, not appointed officials. Nationwide educational and heaithcare

initiatives should be considered on a comprahensive basis by all interasted authoritias,
not just as a telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time for the Commission to reform its rules goveming access charges, which are
more than $3 billion a year higher than they should be, is long overdue. All consumers,
businesses as well as residential, deserve protection from excessive monopoly prices.

The Administration’s social policy agenda shouid ba addressed in other ways and not
get in the way of these reforms.

Sincerely,

MO

Manager, Telecommunications
Information Services Department
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MIDDLE GEORGIA REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY Ct Q

P.O.Box 1148
ForT VALLEY, GEORGIA 31030

Prone: (912) 825-3132 DRr. Jackie G. STINCHCOMB, DIRECTOR Fax: (912) 825-824¢

April 25, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,

I am the director of a regional educational agency in the Middle Georgia
area In the rural areas that my agency serves, it is imperative that
students have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

Our school systems need discounts for telecommunications services this

year. I urge the FCC to fully support the discount plan for universal service
for schools.

Stncerely,
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Room B44

Washington, DC 20554
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Jim Paul Poole, Superintendent
Montgomery County Schools
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Aprit 24, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt .
Chairman

Federal Communication Commission
1819 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: The Telecommunications Act of 1998

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As chairman of the Beaufort County Board of Education, | would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your dedication toward

ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act of 1986 for schools and libraries,
provides substantial discounts for even the poorest schools allowing them
the opportunity to connect to the Internet, more importantly the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our schools need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. | therefore urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

it Guoh

aura Bush, Chairman
eaufort County Board Of Education
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

| am writing to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all students will have affordable
access to the internet and distance-learning opponrtunities. As Superintendent of Santee School
District, a suburban district in San Diego county, | personally lend my strong support for the

“E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms. This program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow. Santee School District is a smalt district with
approximately 8,400 students and our Board of Education is dedicated to a plan for wiring
classrooms and purchasing computer workstations. We are committed to providing our
students with the best learning environment and tools available. The “E-Rate” Telecommuni-
cations Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts for
telecommunications services this year. | urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully
support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

R\

Marcia J. Johnso
Superintendent

MJJ:as

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Cathy Abel, Dianne El-Hajj, Julie Mclntosh. Sandy Pugliese, Barbara Ryan
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT: Marcia J. Johnson
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Chairman Reed E. Hunt
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

It is my understanding that you, as the Chairman of the FCC, intend to propose the following:

Raise the cap on business multi-line Subscriber Line Charges (SLC) from $6 per line per month to
£9.50 per line per month, including Centrex lines.

Impose a surcharge on pre-subscribed line (PSL) for business users in the amount of $4.50 per
multi-line business line, including Centrex.

Raise the SLC cap on second residential lines from $3.50 to0 $6.00 per month,

Assess a $1,00 per telephone number per month on cellular, PCS and paging customers.

The fees will be collected in support of the Universal Service Fund, to specifically pay for the discounted
service to the K12, library and rural public health provider communities.

As amember of the higher education community, as a business person with limited financial resources, as 2

citizen, I strongly object to this proposal, based on the cconomic impact it will have on higher education, on
my business, and on mc as an ordinary citizen.

Regards,

Edward J. Tully %-U

Director of Operations and System Development
Indiana Higher Education Telecommunication System
Indianapolis, IN 46204

tully@ind.net

Fax: 317-263-8831

957 W, Michigan
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202-5184
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chalrman
Y¥cderal Communications Commission MAY 1 1997
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

RF: CC Docket No. 96-45

Deur Chalrman Hundt:

WE arc faculty and staff fromvé (/ /"J‘*dl/ in Maryland. We arc writing in

support of the Universal Service ' dnscountw for schools and libraries tst have been
rccommended by the Joint Board.

We would Jike to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that alt schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will gueranteed that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect fo the Intemet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.24 billion a year will address the noeds of all our
schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring scrvices directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internul clussroom connections for discount is vital.
This plan is esscntial for preparing the workforce of tomorrow,

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. Wo urge the

FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools
and librarics,

Thenk you. %jﬁ)fw
Sincorely, ﬁ MM%’




