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April 25,1997

Ms. Rachelle Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communicatlons Commission
1919 M street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Chong:

Shawnee Economic Development Foundation, Inc.
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At this time, the Oklahoma corporation Commission is
considering the fourteen (l4) FCC requirements southwestern
Bell must meet to be authorized to offer long distance
service for Oklahomans.

Southwestern Bell is doing an outstanding job of providing
services in Oklahoma. with their entry into long distance
service, we will benefit greatly by the creation of new
jobs in Oklahoma, thus enhancing our state's economy.

Your approval will allow Southwestern Bell the ability
to offer our citizens more choices, better service and
greater value for services.

Sincerely;,
I

\~ / -( j _/~ ~
~;:;>_.--

,/ 'ljo ; Jones
Pr sident/CEO
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Disability Advocates Urge Hundt
Not to Sacrifice

Accessibility in the Name of Competition

(WASHINGTON DC. .. ApriI24, 1997) In a letter sent today to FCC
Chairman Reed Hundt, leading disability advocates expressed concern that
access charge and universal service rules will undermine progress made in
making telecommunications more accessible to people with disabilities.

The letter was endorsed by Alpha One, College for Living, Florida
Association of the Deaf, MCIL Resources for Independent Living, Northern
Virginia Resource Center for Deaf and Hard ofHearing Persons, Palm Beach
County Association of the Deaf, World Institute on Disability.

The groups remind Chairman Hundt of the progress made in the 1996
Telecommunications Act that required network-based services be made
accessible to people with disabilities. The groups express concern that the
access charge and universal service rules "will have a major impact on the
integrity and capacity ofthe public network."

"Drastic reductions in access charges threaten to push up local rates or to
discourage investment in the network., .Rules that force rates up and
discourage investment will erode universal service, no matter how much
money you put into a fund."

The letter maintains that advances in accessibility are only meaningful if the
consumers are connected to a well-maintained, robust, high-capacity local
network. They point out that, "It is unwise and counter-productive to ignore
the important relationship between the goals of access to telecommunications
for persons with disabilities and the broader policy goals of affordability and
integrity of the local network."

For a copy oftke letter please contact Allgela Ledford at (202) 842-4080

P.O. Box 27911, Washington, DC 20005
202-842-4080
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April 21, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Chong:

l L,

:FiA~t)i;!?6SCA.Ed,J:),
Superintendent

MAY t 1997

It is so very evident in this day and age that telecommunication service is an absolute necessity in the
educational dream ofthe future. The potential of implementing the Telecommunication Act of 1996
would be significant to our district.

The Ontario-Montclair School District is considered to be an impoverished district and would
therefore, be a considerable benefactor should the Telecommunications Act be approved.

Such passage will allow our young people the opportunity to become appreciably more involved with
the concept in question. It is our thrust to provide as great an exposure as is possible.

Without doubt, any youngster having this opportunity to become familiar with and embrace
telecommunications will be much better prepared to succeed in this era.

Your positive response will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

~(.{ '~ { tftt \ (i {J~'

Robert Hardy, Clerk
Board of Trustees

Learning Today - Leading Tomorrow
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Michael L. Dunton
Epitope Incorporated
8505 S.W. Creekside Place
Beaverton, Oregon 97005 MAY 1 ,997
ChaiIman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Conunission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

We have leamed, through Our association in The Informarion Technology and Telecommunications
A:,-sociation (TeA). that the Federal Commu.nications Commission (FCC) is considering a proposal to
increase rhe business line Subscriber Line Charge and to impose a new charge. reportcdly called a FERO, of
at least $4.50 per line per month. It is our understanding that these new fees are intended as support for
extendi.ng new telecommunicati.ons capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health care facili.tie~. At the
same time that the FCC is considering imposing theses new costs on American businesses, we are told that
the Commission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to thc (fuC economic cost of
local access services.

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would. in effect, impose a ncw tax on American
businesses, regardless of whether it is characterized as a "rate rebalancing" or "modification of rate
structures". With aU due respect, we believe that the imposition of such taxes is the responsibility of me
citizen elected representatives, and not appointed officials. Furthermore. nationwide educational and health
care initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all rcsponsible authorities and not just as
a telecommunications maner by the FCC.

The time ha.'i corne fOT the Commission to reform it.o; rules governing access charges. which are more Iban
$3 billion a year higher than they should be. All consumers. businesses as well as residential. deserve
protection {Tom excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy agenda should be addressed
in odler ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Dunton
Information and Telecommunication Systems Manager

cc: Commisioner James H. QueUo, Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner Susan Ness
Elizabeth Furse, US Representative
Gordon Smith, US Senator
Ron Wyden. US Senator
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April 14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am a superintendent from Henderson Community School, Henderson,
Nebraska, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is
vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

These discounts will assist us in being able to continue offering
internet services and distance learning classroom, although we
are experiencing major reduction in funding because of current
legislation.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

~~
Superintendent

NY:dk

Mission Statement: All individuals will learn in a positive environment that assures the creative development and mastery of the
decision-making skills necessary for personal growth and cooperative participation in an ever-changing world.

"Equal Opportunity Employer"
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As the San Joaquin County Superintendent of Schools, I would like to
express my appreciation to you for your dedication to ensure that all school
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The current implementation proposal, recommended by a Federal-State
Joint Board established by the Federal Communications Commission would
provide essential discounts to telecommunication services for classrooms
throughout our State of California and allow for school districts within our
county the flexibility to determine what services they need, which are most
economical, and make the most sense for their educational mission. The
San Joaquin County consists of several rural school districts which are
struggling to provide telecommunications services to their students at the
funding currently provided. The proposed school portion of the fund would
certainly assist all school districts in bringing these services directly to the
classroom where students may learn and experience the world of
technology.

I strongly urge your support of this proposed $2.25 billion "e-rate"
telecommunications discount plan for universal service for schools. This
plan is essential in preparing our students for the workforce of tomorrow. If
you are in need of further information regarding our area directly, please do
not hesitate to give me a calL

Sincerely,

~uJ~
Fredrick A. Wentworth, Ed.D.,
County Superintendent of Schools

Gaylord A. Nelson Education Center· 2901 Arch-Airport Road
Post Office Box 213030 • Stockton, California 95213-9030

Telephone (209) 468-4800
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
WashingtoDt DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1

I am a superintendent from Arcadia Unified School District, and I would like to thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will
have affordable access to the Infonnation Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to com.tect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn.. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
TIlis plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts fot telecommmucations services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully SUppolt the Joint BOal'd's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

~.-7~
Terrence M. Towner, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Ip

Our caring Malres The Difference



Department of Education and Cultural Affairs
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April 15, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: "E-rate" for Schools

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am writing to convey my support for the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan which you will soon
vote on. I represent the public schools and libraries of South Dakota, mostly small and rural. It is
absolutely essential that our students and citizens have affordable access to global telecommunications.
Indeed, the economic future of our state DEPENDS on it!

At the urging of our Governor, William J. Janklow, South Dakota is wiring its schools for advanced
telecommunications. The state legislature has appropriated tax dollars to purchase supplies; teams of
prison inmates have been trained to provide the labor for both the cabling and electrical upgrading!
The ability to apply discounts to ongoing connection charges will be a key factor in fully utilizing the
telecommunications capacity they will soon have!

Your commission has an opportunity to make a tremendous impact on student learning, right down to
the classroom level. I believe the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Join Board
discount plan have the potential to open up almost unlimited opportunities for learners.
Telecommunications certainly increases the likelihood that students will achieve higher academic
standards, AND at the same time, will provide resources which are essential for long-term economic
growth and development. "Affordable" telecommunications rates for schools and libraries~ the
KEY to access--students, educators, parents and community members will all benefit from increased
information and resources. Small rural states such as South Dakota will realize huge benefits from
equalized and discounted rates for schools and libraries.

I urge you, Commissioner Chong, to create truly affordable rates for telecommunications services for
schools and libraries this year, and to ensure that internal classroom connections are included within the
discounted services.

Karon L. Schaack
Secretary

Office ofthe Secretary, 700 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501-2291
Office - (605) 773-3134 Fax Number - (605) 773-6139
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April 17, 1997
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Ms. Rachelle Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, CA 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong,

On behalf of the San Bernardino Public Schools team, I am writing you to thank you and
offer our full support of your efforts in ensuring all schools have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway via the proposed "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount.

As you know, San Bernardino County is the largest geographical county in the country.
With this size challenge, the issue of access for our students is a significant one. Out of
our approximately 13,249 classrooms, 10% have Internet access. Obviously, the major
reason for this current low access rate is the lack of funding. Our county alone would
benefit by a projected $60 Million share of discounts realized from the "E-Rate" proposal.
These discounts would allow for re-distribution of operational budgets to provide for
critical technology infrastructure and equipment. On average, 50% of the students in our
county participate in the National School Lunch Program (NLSP) and would benefit from
the FCC proposal. If we as a nation truly desire to continue with the philosophy of equal
access to education for all, it sure should follow that there must be provisions for equal
technology access for all.

On the attached signature page, you will find that we as a county are in full support of
your proposal. All district superintendents in the county have signed showing their
support and encouragement of the proposal. I am sending you this under my signature,
but please remember that I am only a facilitator of the wishes and requests of the districts
in our county which serve a 340,000 K-12 student population.

Representing a Unified Strong Voice Of Support,

.._-~ ~--).
'- ~ ,,~

Bar;;u~l~am
Superintendent, San Bernardino County Schools

BP:TKcs

Success from the past ... Looking to the future
THIS FACILITY IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
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"Where Learning is a Journey, Not a Race"
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April 16, 1997

The Honorable RacheUe B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1991

My name is Steven Mollach and I am Superintendent of Schools of Unified School
District #251 North Lyon County, Americus, Kansas. I realize in the very near future
you will be reviewing and eventually voting on recommendations as they relate to the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Recently our Board of Education made a commitment of $110,000. for an Interactive
Distance Learning Lab for our schools. Yesterday, I reviewed the potential course
offerings which included Calculus, Japanese, College Composition I and II,
Economics, College Algebra, College Speech and we will be able to access the
Astrophysical Observatory at Greenbush. We are extremely proud of this
commitment but I am compelled to ask for your assistance so we can complete our
vision for a small rural school system.

Our district needs the deep discounts the 1996 Act provides. While not depending
on the discounts, the thought they could be available certainly entered into our pre
commitment discussions. Our line cost will be $18,000. per year which, as I
understand, is considered above the average cost in Kansas. Yes, we will find a way
to fund the cost, but it only means another budget will suffer.

The need is here and the time is now for you to help our students reach their fullest
potential. I urge you to support the discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Sincerely,

Xl-\~aaA
~~h
Superintendent of Schools

ADMIRE ELEMENTARY
BllI Statlelman. Principal
100 East 3rd
Admire, Kansas 66830
3 I 6-528-3431

DISTRICT ATTENDANCE CENTERS
AMERICUS ELEMENTARY NORTHERN HEIGHTS HIGH
Keith Enlress, Principal Don Duncan. Principal
Box 497 1208 Road 345
Americus, Kansas 66835 Allen, Kansas 66833
316-443-5165 316-528-3521

READING ELEMENTARY
Brad Butler. Principal
Box 38
Reading. Kansas 66868
3 I 6-699-3827
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April 14, 1997

MOHAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
48101 Romeo Plank Road
Macomb, Michigan 48044
Kenneth Madeleine - Principal

(810) 228-5660 - Office
(810) 412-8839 - Fax

Rachell B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

MAY 1 1997

Dear Ms. Chong;

I am an elementary principal from the Chippewa Valley Public School
District in a suburb of Detroit, Michigan, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where our students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vi tal. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow for our nation.

Our students and schools
services this year. I
Board's discount plan
libraries.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

need deep discounts for telecommunications
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
for universal service for schools and

Kenneth Madeleine
Principal
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April 15. 1997

MAY 1 1997
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chainnan:

I have heard all the hype and hoopla, The Telecommunications Act of 1996 would open America to a free
and vibrant marketing system with a spectrum of telecommunications services. Customers (Oklahomans)
would have choices, customers would be in control. All this to mean not only more options, but lower
costs and better services.

One year later. Oklahoma has not seen much difference, although the media is full of telecommunications
company announcements and pronouncements. This is what compels me to write to you today.

It is my understanding that the FCC is committed via the Telecommunications Act. to competition in all
communications markets. This being the case, I urge your support of SBC Communication's 271
application for approval to offer long distance service in Oklahoma.

Having another company, particularly one the caliber of Southwestern Bell, offering long distance service
is good for Oklahoma companies. Competition is good. It will produce more choice, better service,
greater value for our existing businesses and opportunities for more job creation in Oklahoma.

Oklahoma is an emerging State poised for more great things to come. This link to the long distance arena
could significantly impact my state's economy. It is in the best interest of Oklahoma for the Federal
Communications Commission to allow SBC Communications and Oklahoma to be the pioneers into this
new environment.

I respectfully request your support of SBC Communication's application for approval to offer long
distance sen;ce.

Sincerely,

7d'-7d --
:'~:~ordCCE
President-Lawton Chamber of Commerce and Industry

cc:
Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chang

Lawton Chamber of Commerce and Industry 60l C Avenue

1-800-872-~540

PO. Box 1376' Lawton, Oklahoma 73502 [J 405-355·3541

fAX ~05-357·3642
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Although West Virginia has fewer financial resources than most other states, the State
Board ofEducation, the West Virginia Legislature, county boards of education, regional
educational service agencies, and schools have made extraordinary efforts to keep our school
abreast with the rest of the nation in educational technology. However, in order for us to
continue to improve opportunities for our children, it is imperative that the Federal
Communications Commission approve the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan for universal
service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school districts receive the proposed deep
discounts for internal classroom wiring and connections. Without proper internal wiring, the
needed services will not get to the classroom where they will be most effective. It is also
important that no state mechanisms for evaluation of telecommunication plans be included in the
final guidelines, since this will undermine schools' opportunities to develop plans which will best
meet the unique needs of individual schools.

Your consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated. Students and teachers of
West Virginia's Northern Panhandle are looking forward to quickly taking advantage of the
quality educational experiences which will be made possible through the Telecommunications Act
of 1996 and the FCC regulations.

Sincerely,

It;mJit{~~
S~anl~Y(. Stewart
Executive Director

SCS/lcc

FCC.sc8
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April 15, 1997

Rachelle B. Chung, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Chung:

1916) 654-0266

~" ,.

MAY 1 199i

As President of the California Library Services Board, a citizen body appointed by the Governor and the
Legislature to administer the State-funded resource-sharing activities among libraries, I am most pleased
with the Universal Service section of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 that allows libraries to receive
discounted rates. This discount will enable widespread public access to a broad range of
telecommunications services, a provision reinforced by the Federal-State Joint Board's recommendations
that reflect the rapidly-ehanging spectrum of telecommunications. While the $2.25 billion cap may prove
too low in the long run to accommodate the citizens of this nation, it is a realistic starting point.

The California Library Services Board generally supports the Joint Board's recommendations. However,
we do have several suggestions:

1. Clarify that for-profit libraries may, indeed, receive the Universal Service discount if they are
eligible for federal Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) funds under their individual
State-based plans, as per the Telecommunications Act itself which did not distinguish between
for-profit and not-for-profit libraries.

2. Cost-recovery fees charged to library patrons for telecommunications services should not be
defined as "resales;" the proposed definition and related recommendation would have the negative
impact of limiting public access to terminals and services in libraries.

3. Discount schedules based on the National School Lunch Program do not work well for libraries
that are not part of K-12 school jurisdictions. U.S. Census data on poverty among the general
population would be a far better, and more reliable, indicator for public libraries; there may be
other measures more suitable for college, hospital, etc., libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

-S·L.~\.~~i-' \X: I \~c" \\i2-'V'\(+.QI\.~
John K. Kallenberg, President
California Library Services Board

1KK:BW:sg
BWI\clsbltr2. fcc
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President
Thomas Davis
Missouri

Put President
Patricia Hayes
Colorado

President-Elect
Lyle Neumann
Illinois
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Barbara Roberts Mason
Michigan

Northelllltem Area Directors
Beverly Greenberg
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Dear Commissioner Chong: Federa~ Cmn;H'",n;c:"t\CI!\; ::ommission
otf\,t;~~, o~ ~)e,C::fe.Giri

The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) is a private nonprofit
association representing state and territorial boards of education. Our principal
objectives are to strengthen state leadership in education policy-making, promote
excellence in the education of all students, advocate equality of access to educational
opportunity, and assure responsible governance of public education.

We are writing to express our support tor the Federal-Joint State Board on Universal
Service's recommendations to the Federal Communications Commission regarding
discounted access charges to telecommunications services for schools and libraries.
Establishment of an educational rate, the "e-rate," and final approval of their proposals
are vital to providing students and teachers affordable access to the information
superhighway.

While the nation is experiencing fantastic growth in Internet use, our schools lag far
behind in the ability to utilize its educational benefits. According to the Department
of Education only 14% of schools nationwide are now connected to the Internet. For
many cash-strapped schools struggling to provide the bare minimum of basic
instructional materials such as textbooks, the costs associated with obtaining advanced
computer technology and installing the necessary wired infrastructure remain
prohibitively high. Adoption of the Federal-Joint State Board's plan would go a long
way toward enabling schools to offer the technological opportunities and education
students wi II need to succeed in the 21 st century.

If the recommendations are approved, the average school would receive a 60%
discount rate on a all telecommunications services including Internet access, internal
classroom connections, and installation and maintenance costs. The proposals allow
schools the flexibility to develop a level of service best suited to their educational goals
dnd financial uuugets. Perhaps most irnportantly, direct classroom connections to the
Internet will become more common and ensure students receive a hands-on learning
experience.

This matter is in the utmost public interest. Without educational discounts, many
students will remain technologically illiterate. NASBE urges you to approve the
universal service recommendations for schools and libraries in implementing the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

""<r~d~T,J
B en a L. Wei burn
Executive Director

Brenda Lilienthal Welburn
Executive Director
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Ted L. Tn/>Ic!t. EXCCl-ltit!c DinxWT

DOcKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

April 16, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY 1 1997

Although West Virginia has less financial resources than most other states, the State Board
ofEducation, the West Virgirua Legislature, county boards of education, regional educational service
agencies, and schools have made extraordinary efforts to keep our schools abreast of the rest of the
nation in educational technology. In order for us to continue to improve opportunities for our
children, it is imperative that the Federal Communications Commission approve the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan for universal service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school districts receive the proposed deep
discounts for internal classroom wiring and connections. Without proper internal wiring, the needed
services will not get to the classroom where they will be most effective. It is also important that local
control oftelecommurucation plans be included in the final guidelines since this will provide schools
an opportunity to develop plans which will best meet the unique needs of individual schools.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. Students and teachers of southwestern
West Virgirua are looking forward to quickly taking advantage of the quality educational experiences
which will be made possible by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the FCC regulations which
will soon be approved.

Sincerely,

Ted L. Triplett
Executive Director
RESA II

TLT/rmb

Strengthening Linb Among Region 11 Counties Thnmgh Leadershi/) and Sen.,ice
. Cabell, Lincoln. Logan. ~ason, Mingo and Wayne·
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DOCKET FilE COpy ORIGINAL

MAY 1 1997

Ed Rawlinson

Superintendent

5900 Evers Road

San Antonio

Texas 78238

Tel: 210.706.8770

Fax: 210.706.8772

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As superintendent of Northside Independent School District, the
seventh largest public school system in Texas, I would like to
thank you for your vigilance in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

As written, the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools
will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and, most importantly, the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connec-
tions is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work-
force of tomorrow.

Northside ISO's Strategic Plan for Technology directs that all
2600+ classrooms in this sprawling, rapidly-growing, suburban
urban school system be connected to the Internet within the next
few years. With an aggressive plan that calls for a minimum of
five student computers and one multi-media computer teacher work
station per classroom, the successful connection through the
school district's Wide Area Network to the world's information
resources will depend on affordable telecommunications rates.
This school system is committed to providing enhanced learning
opportunities to our 60,000 students and 7,500 employees through
the use of technology.

We need substantial and meaningful discounts for telecommunica
tions services this year. I urge you to support th'e Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

I 'I ......J.' ;
" ....... i

Ed Rawlinson
Superintendent
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National Council of Senior Citizens

President

, '. Harry Guenther
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Steve Protulis

April 17, 1997

MAY I 1997
The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

No other group of American consumers has as great a stake in the fair and
efficient direction of telecommunications development than does the Nation's forty
million senior citizens and their families. They want, need and deserve a
telecommunications marketplace that will guarantee to them affordable access to the
telecommunications systems in their communities.

•. ,i.~: i

While competition should lead to lower consumer costs, that competition must
be tempered by clear public policy that assures universal service in every market at a
price that will fit fixed incomes. Your pending decisions on rules regarding universal
service and access charges are crucial to seniors.

NCSC supports FCC policies that will not destabilize local phone companies
through unwise access charge changes. Those companies must remain competitive to
underpin their ability to continue both affordable universal access and service
improvements to household consumers.

Thank you for your interest in the needs of the Nation's seniors.

Sincerely,

Steve Protulis
Executive Director

cc: Commissioners Rachelle Chong, Susan Ness and James Quello

OPEIU 2 AFL-CIO
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chon~, Commissioner
Federal communications Commiss1on
1919 M. street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As superintendent of th~ School District of Newberry
County, I commend you for your perseverance in making
technology acoessible in all school districts and educational
agencies. The discount you are supporting would help our
school district as we follow our District Strategic Plan for
the Year 2000. In our Learner Standard 1U, our goal is to
provide the opportunltr for students to use t.:omputers and
other technology extensl.vely throughout the school curriculum.
Passing the Telecommunications Act will allow us the
opportunit:( to connect to the Internet more swiftly without
overbUrdenl.ng our technology bUdget.

At present, the State of South Carolina is setting aside
$40 million to support school technology. Of that, nearly $15
million is directly going to provide telecommunications access
to schools. 111 our district alone, nearly $6U thousand of
local funds will be spent making these connections. If a 60%
discount were realized, the savings to the state would be $9
million, and at our district level we could reduce our local
operating budget by $36 thousand. These reductions could be
used to provide tax relief or they could be used in other
areas of education that so desperately need funding.

I urge the FCC and the Joint Board to fully support the
discount plan which will be1;:ter prepare our ,stUdents as they
ente:t" the wO!'k (oI"Ce or contH\Ue l:.he.lt" educa t1.onC::\l endeavors.

SinC~ly,~

TEe ~ing
District Superintendent

TECD: jWc

Post Office Box 718 • Newberry, South Carolina 29108 • Telephone (803) 321-2600 • FAX (803) 321-2604
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MAY 1 1997

F~d," .

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Deer Commi5sio~er Chong:

Al~hough West Virginia has less financial resources ~han most
other states, th~ State Board of Sducat~on, the West Virginia
Legislature, ~he ~ampshire Co~nLY Board of Educatio~, RESA VIII and our
schools have nade extraordinary efforts to keep cur schools abreast of
the reSL of the naticn in 6du~ational technology. In order for us to
continue to improve opportunities for our children, i~ is imperative
that Lhe Federal Communications Cornmissio~ approve the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan for universal service for schools.

It is particularly i~por~anL that schcols and school districts
receive the proposed deep discoun-cs for ir:."C.err:.al classroom wir:ing and
con~ectio~s. Without proper internctl wiring, the needed services will
not get to the classroom where they will be most effective. It is also
iIT.porta~t that no state mechanisms for evelua~ion of telecommunication
plans De included in the =i~al c~idelines s~nce this will undermine
schools' opportunities to develop plans which will Des~ meet the unique
needs of individual schools.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. Students and
teachers of eastern West Virginia are locking forward to quickly taking
advantage of "Che quality educational experiences which will be made
possible by the Telecon~unicaLionsAct of 1996 an~ ~he FCC regulations
which will soon be approved.

Yours truly,

~MJ1~
Gerald A. Mathias
Superintendent

GAM:jrnf
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MAY I

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Chong:

I am a superintendent of schools in a district that is making a genuine effort to make
technology an integral part of teaching and learning. Every classroom is cabled to transmit
voice, data and video. Students and teachers have direct access to the Internet from their
classrooms, and we administered our State's only educational access channel. I am writing
because we need your help to continue this effort in a cost-effective manner.

Please support the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan for schools. Our school board has given our technology initiative a high priority - but
the cost of telecommunications is considerable, and in some cases prohibitive, to school
districts. This discount plan will help public schools throughout the country to deliver a
contemporary education to our children. If there is any arena where deep discounts are
warranted by federal action, it is in the education of children. Please help us to keep this
promise.

Thank you for your support.

.D.
chools

C: Board of Education

1997

',ilion
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MAY 1 1997

.Jl!no'C;,' !p1.~.y
Disfttctili

Dr. John DeWitt
District IV

Vanette Webb
District V

Louis F. Ray, Jr.
Attorney

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As a School Board Member from Escambia County, Florida, I want to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

I am excited about the discount plan proposed by the
Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board. I
believe it will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have
the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools. In Escambia County we have been
struggling to keep up with the many needs of our students. We
believe in the distance learning concept and would welcome your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts. This
plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications service
this year. The Joint Board's discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries is vital. I want to strongly urge the FCC
to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan.

Sincerely,

~~
Barbara Morris
Member, District 2

BM: ljw

"Making A Positive Difference"
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The Honorable RacheUe B_ Chong
FCC Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M_ Street,NW
Washington, D_C_ 20554

MAY' 1997
Dear Commissioner Chong, Federid

Off ,-,' n ,',' <"";;;!/ission

As a teacher in the Enterprise School District, I am confronted daily withllt~~; CJ<U"

need to direct my students' journey atong the information highway_ You can imagine
how difficult this is without adequate classroom access to the technology_ Affordable
access is the only way schools will be able to assist students in understanding the use
and application of such a valuable communications tool.

Students using the internet can download research or communicate with
students in other schools, communities. and countries_ When students create a web
site or import information into their HyperCard stack they are learning not only how to
access information, but how to organize it in a meaningful way_ Students must know
how to utilize these tools in order to be competitive in higher education, or successful
in the work force which already has become highly dependent on this technology.

These internet connections, so vital to the education of our youth, wi\[ only be
accessible to schools if the money to implement them is guaranteed by the Federal
State board decision and the Telecommunications Act. The $225 Billion dollars in
question could be the only insurance that many of our schools acquire the technology
students deserve to move into the twenty first century.

Schools in our district, which is committed to providing adequate technological
resources. are struggling to get "on-line"_ Resources are stretched thin and
inadequate_ Without these deep discounts, money that might be used to train teachers
and provide maintenance support must be used for the technology itself. I am
confident that your decision to help Americas' schools become technologically and
globally competent in preparing our youth for the work force of the future by supporting
the Joint boards discount plan for universal service to schools will be reflected by your
vote to adopt the recommendations proposed_

Sincerely,

Pennie Saletta
Enterprise School District
Teacher and Language Arts Curriculum Chair
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April 17, 1997
1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commissioner
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Although West Virginia has less fmancial resources than most other states, the
State Board ofEducation, the West Virginia Legislature, county boards of education,
regional educational service agencies, and schools have made extraordinary efforts to keep
our schools abreast ofthe rest of the nation in educational technology. In order for us to
continue to improve opportunities for our children, it is imperative that the Federal
Communications Commission approve the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan for
universal service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school districts receive the proposed
deep discounts for internal classroom wiring and connections. Without proper internal
wiring, the needed services will not get to the classroom where they will be most effective.
It is also important that local control oftelecommunication plans be included in the final
guidelines since this will provide schools an opportunity to develop plans which will best
meet the unique needs of individual schools.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. Students and teachers of
southwestern West Virginia are looking forward to quickly taking advantage ofthe quality
educational experiences which will be made possible by the Telecommunications Act of
1996 and the FCC regulations which will soon be approved.

Respectfully yours,

~.. .') .~ "C\-
o """ ',

John D. Myers
Superintendent

JDM:jsb



Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am a Technology Cooridinator from the Wilkes-Barre Area School District, 10catJiq
wit~in ~he ~ennsyl~ania Department ofEd~cati~n,an? I would like to than~you folf'~~ul
dedIcatIOn m ensurmg that all schools and hbranes wdl have affordable acct!~itQthe 1991
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Wilkes-Barre Area School District is in the state of chronic economic depression since the
collapse of the coal industry in the 1950's. We have an aide ratio of .5610 with a student
population of 7,421. In order for our children to compete, we need your help. It is vital
that we place a higher level of technology into the hands of our children and teachers in
order to level the playing field of achievement and help our students become more
competitive.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discout plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

G{1cul(Jt!Z hbdd~
Charlotte C. Kordek
25South Grant Street
Wilkes-Barre, Pa
Tel (717) 820-3771
Fax (717) 826- 7164


