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William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Contact
GEN Docket No. 90-314/
ET Docket No. 92-100

Dear Mr. Caton:

On April 30, 1997, Carl Northrop and Ash Johnston of Paul, Hastings
Janofsky and Walker, and James Wade of Media/Communications Partners, met with
Mark Bollinger, Jerome A. Fowlkes, Kathleen O'Brian Ham, D'wana Speight, and
Josh Rowland of the Commission's Auctions Division. The meeting was scheduled
to discuss the Commission's proposed changes to its general auction rules (WT
Docket No. 97-82), which discussion is covered by a separate ex parte notice.
However, during the meeting there was a brief discussion of certain proposals
contained in the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, released April 23, 1997,
with respect to the narrowband personal communications service.

In the course of the discussion, Mr. Wade expressed the view that it
would be unfortunate if the Commission failed to retain some small service areas
(BTAs or EAs) for narrowband services since many current uses of paging spectrum
involve services that are essentially "local" in nature. Mr. Northrop expressed the
view that prior participants in the regional and nationwide auctions who paid
premium prices for what were perceived to be scarce channels would likely feel they
were the victims of a "bait and switch" if the Commission radically altered the
narrowband allocation so soon after the close of the prior auctions to make a
substantial number of additional regional and nationwide channels available.
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206(a)(2) of the Commission's rules, we hereby
submit an original and one copy of this notice for inclusion in the dockets of the
referenced proceedings.

Very truly yours,

f'~~dL
E. Ashton JO~

95292.1
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cc: Mark Bollinger
Jerome A. Fowlkes
Kathleen O'Brian Ham
D'wana Speight
Josh Rowland


