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3. ~litb tbe aJditional banJwiJt!I, we WotJJ be al)le to pun~hase Jistance-learning equipment that wotJd allow

our stuJents to be involveJ with educational opporhmities in olllCr areas of the United States anJ arotmd

tIle worltl.

4. Higber recurring costs for tbese lweded telel'olllllltmications facilities WotJJ directly affect (negatively) our

ability lo expanJ tbe system tbat we alreaJy llave.

Additionally, lllonies saved tluough discollilts could provide much neelled resources to support other acallemic

needs. SdlOOl districts need deep discounts for telecommunications services tbis year. Available resources for

scll,)olllistriets are limited, compared to tbe need. I urge tllE' FCC to ftJly support tbe Joinl Board's discount

plan for universal servi"e for schools. Thank you.

?~;)d~
Karen C. WooJward, Ed. D.

Superintendent

It
Anderson
School District Five
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Superintendent

THOMAS M. TADAJEWSKI
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Deputy Superintendent
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April 25, 1997

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

APR 30 1997
FedefAi·,'" ;S5itln

D1';~icH U::S,3i':,

RE: CC Docket NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

I am the School Board Secretary from The Lamphere Schools and I would like to thank you for
your dedication to ensure that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for t lecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

s.~~·

William). Dixon ~
School Board Secretary

WJD:jo

Learning today . .. for tomorrow



Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Tlundt:

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

APR 3 0 1997

I am writing regarding the upcoming vote on implementing
the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. It is
imperative that the originally recommended "e-rate" be
maintained. It is no secret that the expense of education is
becoming a bigger burden for schools all over the country. The
need to keep up with ever increasing technology only increases that
burden. You can help children all over the country prepare for the
future by supporting telecommunication discounts for schools.
This also includes "e-rate" discounts on inside connections to the
classrooms. Children of all economic backgrounds deserve the
same access to education in technology. Your support would
benefit everyone. I urge you to support the Joint Boards discount
plan. Thank You.

Sincerely,

Marie Divozzo
L'Anse Creuse Public Schools
Legislative Action Committee
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DEAR COMMISSION,
EX PAnTE OR LATE FILED

Well write in support of meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so that every
school child and life-long learner can have access to the world of
information technology. The Telecommunication Act--through its
Universal Service Fund provisions--mandates the development of
special discount rates for all stllools and libraries so that they can
secure services at affordable prices. We urge you to support this. F·"r.=.r"'~::,\ /~r""

i~U""i >J i- ....)

MAY, 1997

Cindy GerIic:h
6555 QuailIW·

&ria 0IriIa, CA 91350.
APR 3 0 1997

T,
.

_~_c.c.~_-- j



April 28, 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

~-~) f ~-~
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Re: Ex parte contact in CC Docket No~. 96-4~d 96-262

Dear Chairman Hundt:

F·o.-

APn 30 1997

I am writing on behalf of my company, HDR, Inc., to gain your support not to increase
business line subscriber line charges and impose FERO. As I understand the proposal, it
will add about $4.50 per line per month, representing an annual cost increase to HDR of
more than $50,000. These increases purportedly are to accommodate extending new
telecommunications capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health facilities. Although
these are worthy goals, they have little to do with the actual cost of these services. At the
same time the FCC is considering imposing these new costs on our business, I am being
told that the Commission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to
the true economic cost of local access services.

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals. Whether they are characterized as "rate
rebalancing" or "modification of rate structures", they are in fact a new tax on American
businesses. With all due respect, I believe the imposition of such taxes is the business of
the people's representatives, not appointed officials. Moreover, nationwide educational
and healthcare initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all interested
authorities, as they are not just a matter for the FCC.

I also urge the Commission to reform its rules governing access charges. All consumers,
businesses as well as residential consumers, deserve protection from excessive monopoly
pricing. This issue has been talked about for too long and is costing the consumer about
$3 billion more than it should. The Administration's social policy agenda should be
addressed in other ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

Sincerely,

I
R'INC.~

~ --\.. ........ ---
elo Priv tera ~

Vice President
Information Services & Technologies

HDR,lnc.

Employee-owned

8404 Indian Hills Drive
Omaha. Nebraska
68114-4049

Telephone
402399-1000

Architecture
Engineering
Project Development
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Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
7201 Hamilton Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18195-1501
Telephone (610) 481-4911 28 April 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos:!..6-;jand 96-262

Dear Chairman Hundt:

F."
APR J 0 J997

·1

We understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the business line Subscriber Line
Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly call a FERO, of at least $4.50 per line per month to
support extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health care
facilities. At the same time that it is considering imposing these new costs on American businesses, we
are told that the Commission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true
economic cost of local access services.

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which '",ould, in effect, impose a new tax on American
businesses, regardless of whether it is characterized as a "rate re-balancing" or "modification of rate
structures". With all due respect, we believe that the imposition of such taxes is the business of the
peoples representatives, not appointed officials. Moreover, nationwide educational and health care
initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all interested authorities, not just as a
telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time has come for the Commission to reform its rules governing access charges, which are more than
$3 billion a year higher than they should be. All consumers, businesses as well as residential, deserve
protection from excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy agenda should be
addressed in other ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

Sincerely,

v~met:J-P~
Manager, Computing and Telecommunications
Infrastructure Services

M:lPalmerlEx parte contacllelter.doc
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DATE:

TO:

April 28, 1997 TIME:

Cllairman Reed E. Hundt

Commissioner James E. Quello

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong

Commissioner Susan Ness

2:24 PM

FCC

FCC

FCC

FCC

FAX: (202) 418-2801

(202) 418-2802

(202) 418-2820

(202) 418-2821

FROM: A.A. Scoop Sairanen PHONE: (916) 657-9166
President-Elect FAX: (916) 657-9231

RE: Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

4151777·4647



TELECOM-POL&PLAN

April 28, 1997

ID:915-557-9231

APR 3 0 1997·
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Chairman ReedE. Hundt Federal CO!,.::-l!.i:!!cations Cor.:m;ssion VIA FACSIMILE
Federal Communications CommisslMe or SCCielarv

J

1919 M Street N.W. Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex parte contact in CC DocketNo~nd 96·262

Dear Chairman Hundt:

TCA, the Information Technology and Telecommunications Association has
recently been informed that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
currently oonsidering a proposal that would increase the Subscriber Line Charge for
business lines, and impose a new charge. a Federal Equitable Recovery Charge or
FERC, of approximately $4.50 per month per line on mUlti·line business customers to
support extending teleoommunications capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health
care facilities. While the FCC is considering imposing these new charges on business,
( which for the 475 member comp~niesof TCA would conservatively amount to over
$50 million in ad:..Jitional charges) ttle Commission has not and Is not considering the
long overdue action of moving the cost of local access services closer to true cost.

While we support, in principle. the initiative to bring telecommunications
lacilities to schools and libraries for increased access, we are concerned that the FCC Is
not balancing the cost of this initiative with: 1) the current economic position of the
incumbent Local Exchange Carriers which in most instances will be the beneficiary of
both use of this subsidy funding to install these services, and will also receive the
Income from the use of these services; 2) a number of states either have enacted or
are in the process of establishing programs to support telecommunications access for
schools, libraries, etc.. and 3) there is no evidence that UbiqUitous competitive entry
\nto the local exchange is forthcoming, and the proposed FERC does nothing to drive
rates closer to true cost, and only entrench the philosophy of socialized rate making
requiring business customers to subsidize other classes of service.

We urge you not adopt the proposed FERC or any other initiative which
increases already uneconomic rates without a true rate reform proceeding by the FCC
with the objective of driving rates closer to actual cost.

Sincerelv:

I~~----?'-
A.A. "Scoop" SAIRAN
President· Elect

4151777·4641



TELECOM-POL2,PLRN ID:916-657-9231 RPR 28'97 13:24 No.004 P.02

STATe OF CALIFORNIA-STATE AND CONSUMER SERVICES AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF GENERA.L SERVICES

TELECOMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
601 SEQUOIA PACIFIC BOULEVARD
SACRAMENTO, CA 96814-0282
(918) 857-9903

PETE WILSON, Governor

,)f1 tiffF FILEf'I

Federal Comtnullicat\o(';$ COl'1mlssion
Offica of Secretary

April 28, 1997

Chalnnan Reed E. Hundt
Federal CommunIcations commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington I DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED

APR 3 0 1997
VIA FACSIMILE

Re. Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

We have recently been infonned that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering a proposal that would increase the Subscriber Line Charge for business lines. and
Impose a new charge, a Federal Equitable Recovery Charge or FERC, of approximately $4.50 per
month per line on multi-line business customers to support extending telecommunications
capabilities to schools, libraries, and rural health care facilities. While the FCC is considering
imposing these new charges on business (as well as in our case government entities), the
Commission has not and is not considering the long overdue action of moving the cost of local
access services closer to true cost.

While we support, in principle, the initiative to bring telecommunications facilities to schools and
libraries for increased access, we are concerned that the FCC is not balancing the cost of this
Initiative with: ') the current economic position of the Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers which in
most Instances will be the beneficiary of both use of this SUbsidy funding to install these services,
and will also receive the Income from the use of these services; 2) a number of states, including
Califomia, either have enacted or are In the process of establishing programs to support
telecommunications access for schools, libraries, etc., and 3) there is no evidence that ubiquitous
competitive entry into the local exchange 1s forthcoming, and the proposed FERC does nothing to
drive rates closer to true cost, and only entrench the phllosophy of socialized rate making requiring
business customers to subsidize other classes of service.

I urge you not adopt the proposed FERC or any other initiative which increases already
uneconomic rates without a true rate reform proceeding by the FCC with the objective of driving
rates closer to adual cost.

Sincerely,

Q~.:--JJ-~~----

ALLAN G. TOLMAN, Chief
Telephone and Networ1< Services
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April 28, 1997

Commissioner Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Re:

,...x i:'~ :"'-r. ""'R I..A-- rooI, EDt:../ il',\~·~~".. I".,i~ 1 Itl- ..

f1t.:CE/VED

APR J 0 1997,
Federal TO. . ..

v(Jm!l1J,mit,a'iOIlS r '
Office of (;oj, ·.or:rm!ssJon

utJcre1ary

Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

Dear Chairman;

We understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the
business line Subscriber Line Charge and to impose a new charge,
reportedly called FERO, of at least $4.50 per line per month to support
extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools. libraries and
rural health care facilities. At the same time that it is considering imposing
these new costs on American businesses, we ore told that the Commission
will not taKe the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the tru::
economic cost of local access services.

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in effect.
impose a new tax on American businesses. regardless of whether it is
characterized as a "rate balancing" or "modification of rate structures".
With all due respect, we believe that the imposition of such nationwide
educational and health care initiatives should be considered on a
comprehensive basis by all interested authorities. not just as 0

telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time has come for the Commission to reform its rules governing access
charges, which are more than $3 billion a year higher that they should be.
All consumers. businesses as well as residential. deserve protection from
excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy agenda
should be addressed in other ways and not get in the way of these
reforms.

Si~~
Joyce Gordon
Communications Administrator

P.o. BOX Q082, VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 9'14(1)
13704 SATICOY STREET, VAN NUY$ .. CALIFORNIA 91402·651 A • (818) 374-4200 • FAX: (~18) 786-5703,
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Dale: April 28, 1996
Number of pages including cover sheet: 2

To:Chairman R. Hundt From: Virgil w. Palmer

Phone: 61()-481·3693Phone: 202418·2801 1
Fax phone: 61fJ.106-668' ..

Fax phone:
CC:

REMARKS: 18I Urgent o For your review o R~ply ASAP o Please comment

Please deliver this fax immediately!

100 'A lllaa an; nla:'1'Jl 'J\lC\ 'C\~I'1 11,..,/('11 ~"'~T h'''',Tllr n .. """
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Air Prnducts 8mS Ch8mitals, Inc.
7201 Hamilton Boulevaro
Allentown, PA 18195-1501
Telepnone (610) 481-4911

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 814
Washington. DC 20554

28 April 1997

APR 3a1997
1

Fed~rai .'

Re: Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

Dear Chairman Hundt:

We understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the business line Subscriber Line
Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly call a FERO. of at least $4.50 per line per month to
support ex.tending new telecommunications capabilities to schools. libraries and rural health care
facilities. At the same time that it is considering imposing these new costs on American businesses, we
are [old that the Conunission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true
economic cost of local access services.

I urge )'OU not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in dfect, impose a new tax on American
businesses. regardless of whether it is characterized as a "rate re-balancing" or "modification of rale
structures". With all due respect, we believe that the imposition of such taxes is the business of the
peoples representatives, not appointed officials. Moreover. nationwide educational and health care
initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all interested authorities, not just as a
telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time has come for the Commission to refonn its rules governing access charges. which are more than
$3 billion a year higher than they should be. All consumers, businesses as well as residential, deserve
protection from excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy agenda should be
addressed in other ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

Sincerely.

l!~met!-fJ~
Manager, Computing and Telecommunications
Infrastructure Services

700 ',j lllaa on; f1TQ:'1'J1 'j\l!\ '!\lI'J Ir"'COJJ (\(\. ~ T I "i"J.ll " r tl ~ 'll 1U
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

April 28. 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Fcd~ral <:oIlll11lmi<.::atioIlS Commission
1919 M Sl. NW Room ~14

Washington, DC 20554

Rc: Ex pane contact in CC Docket N()~, 96-45 and Wi-262

Dcar Chairrnanllllfldt:

APR J10 1997

1am writing on hehfllf of my (',ompany, IIDR, l11c.\, to gain your support Dut to incn::a~l:

business line subscribc:::r line l:.harges and impo:sl.: FERO, As I understand the proposal. it
will add about $4.50 per line pcr month, reprcsenting an annual cost increase to HDH.. of
more than $50,000. Thcse increases l"lurportcdly are lo accolnmodate extending new
tdewmmunic31il..)lls capabilities to schools. libraries and rural hl.:alth facilitic:>. /\llhoul!.h. . -
these are wonhy goals, they have linle to do wilh the ilClUal cosl of these services. At the
same lim~ the FCC is considering imposing these new costs 011 our business. 1 am being
101d that the Commission will no1take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to
the true economic cost or 10l.:al al:L:ess services.

I llJ'g~ you not to adopt \h~ foregoing proposals. Whether they arc charal.:leri~edas "r~tc

rebalancing" or ;'modification ofrall.: structures", l.h~)' aT": ill f'aL:l a new tax on American
businesses. Wil.h all due respect, 1believe the imposition of such 1<txes is the business or
the people's representativcs, not appointed onil:ials. Moreover. nationwide educational
and heullht,;me inltiallves should he considered on a comprehensive basis by all interested
authorities, as they are not just a matter for the FCC.

lllbll urge the Commissilln tll rd'oml its rules governing access d1argL:s. All consumer;>,
husinesses as \-vell as residential consumcrs, deserve pwt0l.:l1on from excessive Innnopoly
pricing. Thi~ issue has heen talked about for too long and is I..~osting the consumer ahollt
$3 billion more than it should. The Administration's social puliey agenda should be
addressed in other ways and not get in the \-vay ofthes(; reforms,

I
R'INC.~

L.. ~-.. ""'--...-..
n elo Priv tcra

Vir.c Pn..:sidcnt
Information SCf\'ic(;s & Teclmologio

WOA.ln<':_

C=_-._i_. __ ....... ,...~ •• ~." ...

9.404 Indian I-lills Drivll

Omaha, Nebraska
.:Sl11 .. -AnAQ

Tel9phone
402 399-'000

J\rchiloCluro
Engineering
Proiect Develoomenr
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AEROSPACE CORPORATION
P.O.Box 92957 M2.3S1
Las Angeles, CA 90009·2957

Fax Cover Sheet

DATE: 4·28-97

P.l

TO: Chairman Reed e. Hundt PHONE:

FAX: 20241&.2801

FROM: Carol Cutting PHONE: 310338-0449

FAX: 31033&-7055

RE: Ex Parte Contact in CC Docket Nos. 98-45 and 98-282

Number of pages including cover sheet: [ 1 ]

Message
Please read the tollowina1etter about our COncenll for the proposal to increase busineSl1ine
SubKriber Lin. Char... We are I Fedenlly Funded R.esea.rch aDd Development Center aDd
as such, our funding cornea from the JOVemnment. which is funded by taxpayers. This
proposal would increase our operating fees substantially, possibly 88 hish 88 SSOk or more per f!'I,D VI.~

...,.. So who arc you really proposing should pay for this fee? - 4-

We hope you will reconsider puttinc tbiI into effect.
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April 28, 1997

Chairman R.eed E. Hundt
federal Communication! Commission
1919 M Sl. NWRoom 814
Washington, DC 20554

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

APR 3 0 1997

" "
_"';'.d. <.f.

P.2

Re: Bx parte contact in CC Docket Nos, 96·45 and 96·262

Dear Chairman Hundt,

We understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the businelsline
Subscnber Line Charge and to impose a new charse, reportecl1y called a FBRO, oCat least
S4.S0 per Une per month to support extending new telecommunications capabilities to
schools, libraries and rural health care facilities. At the same time that it is consideril1l
imposing these new costs ofAmerican businesses, we are told that the Commission will not
take the Ions overdue slep oCbringina ratel closer to the true economic cost oflocal access
services.

1urge you not to adopt the Coregoing proposal. which would, in effect, impose a new tax:
on American businesses, regardless ofwhether it is characterized as I Urate rebalancil1l" or
umodification of rate structurestt

• With all due respect, we believe that the imposition of
such nationwide educational and health care initiatives should be considered on a
comprehensive basis by all interested authorities, not just as a telecommunications matter by
the FCC.

The time has corne for the Commission to reform itl rules govemina access chariea, which
are more than 53 billion a year hiBber than they should be. All consumers, businesses as
well as residential, deserve protection from excessive monopoly prices. The
Administration's social policy agenda should be addressed in other ways and not get in the
way ofthese refonns,

Sincerely, I"

{!a;1j~l~ , "
Carol L. Cutting (I
Manager, Voice &: Vid~ Systems
The Aerospace Corporation

An Affirmative Action Employer
Coroorate Offic:es: 2350 East EI Segundo BlVd., EI Sagundo. CA 90245'~9\IM'il: P. O. 801 9~951, Los Angeles. CA 90009·2957/Itnone: (310) 3315·5000,
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Regional Education Service Agency

501 22nd Street, Dunbar, West Virginia 25064-1711
766·7655 FAX #766-7915

April 24, 1997

,APR 3 0

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

For years, county school systems in West Virginia have suffered losses in revenues due to unfunded
mandates on both the state and federal level and an inadequate tax base. During the past few years,
West Virginia's leaders have put forth a tremendous effort to improve the economy of our state.
Most ofour citizens are vitally concerned about improved educational opportunities for our children.

I am, therefore, asking you to keep the momentum going by way of the Federal Communications
Commission approving the FederaVState Joint Board discount plan for universal service in our
schools. It is particularly important, I believe, for the discount to include wiring and connections for
internal classrooms.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. You be can assured the children and citizens of
West Virginia will benefit greatly should the discount be granted.

Respectfully yours,

~~'K~
Judith K. May
Office Manager/Adm. Secretary

jkm


