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unlvl,..11 .ervlce contributions - theIr networtea are not I Plrt of the publiC switched telephDne
network Ind they are not ellglbll to rec.lvII support from thl Universal Service Fund.

I 111.0 undorstand that the FCC Intends to require ~glng companies to contribute to the
universalS.Nice Fund on thl ••me bl.I,., other telecommunlClltlons service providers. Such
a result would conftlct, howevar, wtth the exprus mlndate in section 254(d) that
telecommunications carrlerslhan contribute to univeralisarvioe support on an equitable and
nondl.crlmlnll101Y baal.. A. the FCC recognized lut summer, paging companies do not use the
public .witched telephone network In the 1l1l1I wttI as -LEes lind other voice carriera.1I8

Accordingly, the FCC recommended that pagIng companlll' rat.. for transport and termination
bl calculated separately from those of LEe.. I urge the FCC to follow thl, laglc aglln when
considering the approprtlte me••ure of Iny univ....al service support obligations Imposed on
pagIng complnili. Moreover, requiring lower levele ofuniversal 8eMCIlupport from paging
campanIa. II the only equitable and nonc:fl3crimlnatory IOlutlon beCIIUlIlUch companies ar8
Ineligible to ~celve funds from the Universal Service Fund.

wn,n COngress enacted tho Telecommunications Act of 1990, It Intendod to deregulate
the tllecommunlcations industry and crull' competition, which would reeult in lower rates Bnd
advanced services for .U Americana. AI W8 nelr the concfu5Jon of thalmpJementailon timetable
contemplated by the Act, I rear thlt the FCC appears to have 108t light of thiS. goals and
inltead created for ittelf 8 new fBgulltmy mission. As 8 result, it appears that the nation's
telecommunications cualOtrWB may experience Inereulld local or long distance rates. This Is
limply unacceptable, and I call on tne fCC to reV8J18 course to prawnt any such rate Increrlses.
In particular, i believe thl FCC as compelled to refrain from adopting new Nles increasing local
rata. (SLC Increa.el) .net permittIng competitors uling unbundled elemlnts to avoid paytng
interstate access charge. until implicit unlve"al service .upport Is mlde Ixpllclt and gUBllInteed
in the Univereal Service Fund proVided for by section 264 of the Act.

Sincerely,
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• LOc.I Competition Ordtr, 11 FCC Red at 16043 !1092.


