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SAN DIEGO CITY SCHOOLS
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(619) 293-8418
Fax: 619 291-7182

April 22, 1997

BERTHA O. PENDLETON
Superintendent

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL REGEl\'E0
MAY 2 .1997

Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.\V., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

The San Diego Unified School District strongly support'i the Joint Federal-State Universal
Service Board recommendation to establish an educational rate (e-rate) for public schools and
libraries for the purpose of wiring and connecting to the Internet.

This district has already applied and have received a California Public Utilities Commission
discount rate provided for data and voice lines for state public schools, a slightly more than
50 percent savings over regular rates. Not only does this allow more schools to be wired and
connected to the Internet, but it also frees up general education dollars to be directed back to
the classroom that would otherwise be spent on utility bills.

At this time all of our 160 schools and sites are connected to a Wide Area Network and have
access to the Internet. We are working toward wiling and equipping all classrooms. As a
large urban school user, we will only be able to provide Internet access in all classrooms
through the availability of fmther utility discounts. As you probably know, there is no
ongoing funding from the state, federal, and local governments for education technology.
School districts that make education technology a high priority, as does this district, must
scramble to put together special grants and one-time funds, in addition to sacrificing general
education dollars, to attempt to provide equal access for all students. The e-rate will go a
long way towards making equily possible and we strongly suppon its implementation as
recommended by the Joint Federal-State Universal Service Board.

We would appreciate your vote of SUppOit when the issue comes before you next month.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

(:, Lh~G. ~..LLCf:;;:;::..
Bertha O. Pendleton
Superintendent
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Shawano-Gresham School Dist~~~ JI"

OLGA BRENER ELEMENTARY~t!Xm UnE ~~ny M~r~nack
1300 South Union Street· AssIstant PrincIpal

Shawano, Wisconsin 54166
Telephone 715/524-2131

Robert Kurkiewicz
Principal

MAY 2 1997

April 7, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W. 832
Washington, D.C. 20554 -c..c
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RE: CC DOCKETT No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am an Administrator from Shawano-Gresham School District, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Robert Kurkiewicz, Principal
Olga Brener Elementary School
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CANTON UNION SCHOOL DISTRICTW~§6
20 WEST WALNUT STREET ~FILE CO

CANTON, ILLINOIS 61520-2591 PY ORIGINAL

PHONE 309-647-9411

April 8, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a superintendent from Canton Union School District #66 in Canton, Illinois.
I appreciate your dedication in ensuring that all school districts will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

District #66 is making every effort to integrate global communications opportunities
into the instructional program. The scope of this program will be severely limited
or perhaps even short-lived without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are needed this year. I
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service
for schools. ~

Thank you.

Sincerely,

/ /
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~'o'Lf'_ .... •<..~.......L.L~~,
Paul F. Vonderhaar, Superintendent
Canton Union School District #66

1 .:;-.
'.'u r"
-:.-~ .....,
.-j

:"-~J

PV/p



April 4, 1997

Heather L Talbott
1::" ••~219,,~~omwell Hills Drive
1'\U::~omwe\l, CT 06416
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Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St~eet, N.W., Room 832
Washington, DC 20054

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 2 1997

I am a faculty and technology committee member from Regional School District #17,
Haddam-Killingworth, in Connecticut, and would like to thank you and the FCC
Commissioners for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. The plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Discounts provided through the proposed Joint Board's plan will enable our rural
district of 5 schools to provide equal access to telecommunications in all schools and
classrooms. We are extremely limited at this time due to telephone line charges being
charged at commercial rates.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal services for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Heather L Talbott
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April 4, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, DC 20054

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Susan Lane
"FtLED1213 Killingworth Road

Higganum, CT 06441

DockErFILE
COpyORIGINAL

MAY 2 1997

I am a staff and technology committee member from Regional School District #17,
Haddam-Killingworth, in Connecticut, and would like to thank you and the FCC
Commissioners for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. The plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Discounts provided through the proposed Joint Board's plan will enable our rural
district of 5 schools to provide equal access to telecommunications in all schools and
classrooms. We are extremely limited at this time due to telephone line charges being
charged at commercial rates.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal services for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.
.-,

l -- .....

":: ·1

Susan Lane



FAIRVIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT 72
7040 Laramie Avenue - Skokie, IL 60077 - (847) 674-.~~_. __Fax: (847) 674-0714

April 7, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Re: CC Docket No. 96-46

MAY 2 1997,

I am the school superintendent of Skokie Fairview Elementary School District 72, Cook
County, Illinois, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
will have affordable access to the information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of our school
district, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the work force oftomoITow.

Our teachers and students actively use the Internet. This use will only grow. We also face
serious budget restrictions due to legislative limits on our taxing ability. Thus, we must be
attentive and concerned about all funding issues related to education. Because schools will
increase their use of the Internet, it is imperative that they be permitted access to this essential
learning and communication tool at a gready reduced rate.

OUf students will benefit from these discounts for telecommunications services this y~ar. I
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service fOf schools
and libraries.

Sincerely,

-~::
Nelson Arriio ,Ed. D.
Superintendent
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April 15, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20555

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 2 1997

Dear Commissioner Ness:
As superintendent of Lockwood School District #26 in Billings, Montana I want to

first thank you for the diligent effort you have been making toward providing equal
access to telecommunications and Internet access in all public schools.

I encourage you to continue to support the proposed 2.25 billion dollar E-rate"
Telecommunications Discount Program.

Dan Haugen, S perintendent
Lockwood Schools

1--"



Riverdale
Public
Library
District

April 4, 1997

Honorable Susan Ness - Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness

MAY 2 1997

RE: CC Docket 96A5 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and
schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board, in their Recommended
Rules published last November,

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
the telecommunications and critical. non-telecommunications services
necessary to assure that all of our public libraries and schools are connected to
the Internet and other on-line resources that are critical to live, learn and work in
an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of
insuring that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology.
By allowing significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring
and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of
poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to
connect with the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and
non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also
recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural
areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and
schools and ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits
everyone. Please do not hesitate to call ifwe can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Brett Shelton
Assistant Director

20S W. r-+.+tll 51.
!<i,'I'l'tlaic, iL 60627
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Kings County Office of Educ"ALE 0,,, • //!.J:.D
Gene Billingsley, Superintendent COPYORIGINAL

Location
1144 W. Lacey Boulevard
Telephon. (209) 584-1441

BOARD MEMBERS
Mr. John Booga.trd Mr. Scott Clark
Mr. Jim Focht Mrs. Lan::lla Howe Mrs. Seth RUSt

Mailing Address
Kl%\~CoUnty Government Center

Hanford, CA 93230

April 9, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness. Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

MAY 2 1997
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On behalf of the fourteen school districts in Kings County, I would like to thank you for
your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year witt address the needs of all
our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students team. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

In a continuing effort to provide the highest quality of Internet services to our students,
our future, we intend to use the discounts in a fashion which will provide more free
home dial-up for students; increase the speed of access: bring the other 50 percent of
the schoolswithin our county on-line; and provide discounts to districts currently on
line.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunication services this year. I urge the
FCC to fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for Universal Service for schools.

l7671

--- _-£--,..•',--

post-ir Fax Note

GB:cm

Sincerely,

Thank you.

152 .~,.

CUd !7d.Ufl1'f.1tkA
rfJle .Billingsley~7
Kings County Superintendent of Schools
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DANVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 118
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April 11, 1997

Administrative Service Center
516 North Jac,k50n Srree t

Dnnllitle, Ulinois ~18J2

(217) 431·5.::100
FAX (217) 4,31·!)d23
David L. Fields
SuperiMendent of Schools

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

MAY 2 1997

.-1." "i,:'

Re: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am superintendent of Danville District #118 Schools, Danville, Illinois, and I would like to take
this opportunity to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable and reliable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that J11
school districts wllll'lave the opportunity to connect to the Intemet and provide distance
learning opportunities for all students regardless of their geographical location. Your Inclusion
of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce for tomorrow.

Danvme Oistrid #118 Schools need deep discounts for the telecommunications services this
year. I urge you to fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~c:(ckffiJ
David L. Field., Ed.C.
Superintendent. of Schools

DLF:ms
Faxed to (202) 418-2821
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CHIPPEWA VALLEY SCHOOLS
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April 14, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Ness;

MOHAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
4810' Romeo Plank Road
Macomb, Michigan 48044
Kenneth Madeleine - Principal

(8101 228·5660 - Office
(8101412-8839· Fax

F'l

MAY 2 1997

I am an elementary principal from the Chippewa Valley Public School
District in a suburb of Detroit, Michigan, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where our students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow for our nation.

Our students and schools
services this year. I
Board1s discount plan
libraries.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

Kenneth Madeleine
Principal

need deep discounts for telecommunications
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
for universal service for schools and
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TRITON SR. H. S.

RfCE,VEDTriton PUOltC ~CnOOLS

c~:r:r!lX~c'EJ~IndepeDdentSchool

ar Commissioner Ness.

ould like to thank you for your support of equity in providing affordable access for public
s hools and libraries to the Information Superhighway. For those of us in rural America. it is a
k y component to insuring our educational goals are attainable.

e Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
F deral Communications Commission
1 19 M Street NW
R om 844
W shington, DC 20554

Ie1'l----+---....r-"l\\PR J q 5Q

T e Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
s hool districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-
Ie rning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
i portantly. the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
in lusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for
Pleparing the work force of tomorrow.

T~e Triton Public School District #2125 is a newly consolidated district in southeastern

ffi
'nnesota serving three communities in a 270 square mile area. We are in the process of

u grading our technology and communications capabilities and would benefit greatly from your
p n. We need to complete internal wiring to allow for connections from our classrooms to the
r st of the world. In addition, we need to reduce the excessive costs placed on districts for the
t lecommunications service.

short. we need the FCC to not only support the Joint Board's discount plan, but become a
ajor player in securing this most critical service to America's schools and students.

J hn P. ung
uperintendent
rtion PUblic Schools

I dependent School District #2125

JOHN P. HORNUN
Superinlendllnl
r~ml ~"4.21!'12

O. JOHN I.AF\50N
Seniol' HlgI1 PMicipal

(5071 314·~446

BURT 6EMMELS
Mldale School I'rtndllal

(507) 5270221t

CON L.i:NZEN
ElemenlBry Pri~

(507) 374-2258

DEB ME!I<EJ\
BusinUS Manager

(507) 374-219<!

DON HENDERSON
Adlvltlea OiAlClPf
(SOn 374-6305

CAROLJOI
OlrectClr Cor

Educac
{5cm S2e



The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 2 1997

As the administrator of Educational Service Unit #12 in Alliance,
Nebraska, I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all
school districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan
for universal service for schools. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~M~nue'
Administrator

JMC:ds

U{'''rovirling Educr'tional Proqranls in ti,e Panhandle"
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Dianne Hannon
613 Ca~Crest

Shorewood, IL 60431

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW ~ Room 844
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 2 1997

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Univenal Service to Libraries and Schools

I am writing to express strong support for telecommunications discounts for libraries and
schools. It is important that the Federal Communications Commission provide for significant
discounts to assure that all ofour public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and
other on~line resources that are going to be so critical in all our lives.

I work at the Joliet Public Library which is next to the community in which I live.
Everyday I see young people as well as adults who desperately need as much help as the library
can give to help them leam and grow. Family literacy programs are well attended and many
adults are working to leam to use the basic computers we've managed to provide for them. As
Welfare reform begins to have impact, more and more people will need to tum to public libraries
for information to help them cope in their daily lives. English as a Second Language classes help
recent immigrants leam to adjust to their new society -- Public Libraries have been involved with
this effort for many, many years,

All of the above efforts will be strongly impacted by telecommunications. Significant
discounts for the telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services are necessary
to assure that all ofour public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line
resources that are critical to live, leam and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools.

Sincerely,

D~~~
Dianne Harmon
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April 8, 1997

MAY 2 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, SC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On behalf of Orangeburg School District Four, I am requesting that the Federal
Communications Commission approve regulations for the Telecommunications Act
of 1996 as recommended by the Federal-State Joint Board.

The Internet has unbelievable potential for classroom use by students and
teachers. Our district is working diligently to install local networks to provide
computers in each classroom. To provide Internet access for all students, our school
district will need new affordable access rates. I believe that the Universal Service
Fund as proposed by the Federal-State Joint Board would provide this affordable
access. I request that the Federal Communications Commission ratify the Joint
Board's proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this issue which is very
critical for our students.

PM:kmb

Pliifip 'Morris
Cnair

Laurine Jlimard
'lJice-Cnair

'Boardof'Trostees,
Jervey 'Xfnnerfy cramm!! Smoal( Connie Wliisenliunt



The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 2 1997

I am a technical support specialist from the Center for Advanced Technologies,
Altoona, Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that
all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Fnhnnrp,J T.pnrninu Thrnuvh Innovative TechnoloSlies



The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 2 1997

I am the assistant to the Director of the Center for Advanced Technologies, Altoona,
Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~if)l~
or"a spranklL'1r'\.

AI . tant to the Director
Center for Advanced Technologies

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona. PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Enhanced Learnin}Z Throu}Zh Innovative Technologies
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HARPE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT li~£~y /'!
404 West Main Street - R.R. *1 Box A.J~~/C!Or . i

La Harpe, Illinois 61450 SU2;",J~~:?:~fR
Phone: 217/659-7739 Fax: 217/6'~~7~30 ~~

Steven Breckon, SuperintendlWt;; 4 487ffiJflLE

COpyOR~

MAY 2 f997
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a superintendent from La Harpe C.U.S.D. #335 in La Harpe,
Illinois. I appreciate your dedication in ensuring that all school
districts will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools and will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

District i335 is making every effort to integrate global
communications opportunities into the instructional program. The
scope of this program will be severely limited or perhaps even
short-lived without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are
needed this year. I' urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sinc:;IY,

~)~tk
Steven Breckon, Superintendent
La Harpe C.U.S.D. #335
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R. ALLAN GORSUCH, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT Of SCHOOLS

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissoner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554 MAY 2 1997,
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On behalf of the seven least wealthy rural Maryland school systems who
are members of the Rural Schools Education Fund, Inc. (R.S.E.F.), we
respectfully ask you to support the Federal-State Joint Board decision
with regard to the affordable access provisions for rural school
districts and libraries.

The potential benefits of the Telecommunications Law of 1996 are
substantial. We appreciate that local choice is permitted in the
selection of technology and telecommunication services; that deep
discounts to school districts, libraries and consortia that are located
in remote, less wealthy areas are provided; and that flexibility
necessary to create a service mix that addresses local needs is
guaranteed.

Again, we emphatically state our support for rural access to technology
for learners of all ages. We also strongly support the FCC Federal
State Joint Board recommendations for the Telecommunications Law that
offers significant discounts to rural and underserved areas of America.

Sincerely,

J
.~ ((:({/~. ,

(~<.:. ~~ .~ ........~.. _//
i ',. ~ ,_.J.- ~/ ::-V-""

R. Allan Gorsuch, Ed.D.
Chairman, R.S.E.F.

RAG: jhw

cc: Senator Barbara A. Milkulksi
Representative Wayne T. Gilchrest
R.S.E.F. Members
Dr. Terrance A. Greenwood, Executive Director, Public School

Superintendents' Association of Maryland (PSSAM)

- PARTNERSHIPS FOR EXCELLENCE -
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April 9, 1997

MAY 2 1997.

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner (Maryland)
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Fax #202-418-2821

I am a superintendent from Williams Unitied School District. Your recent efforts to pass
the Telecommunications Act is ensuring that all school districts have affordable access to
the Internet.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision guarantees that all
school districts will have the oPPOltunity to the Internet. This will provide many distance
learning opportunities. The SUppOlt will address the school classroom needs that will bring
services to students and their classroom. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts will greatly assist the efforts of the school district to prepare the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students, the workforce of our future, deserve these discounts for telecommunications.
I urge the FCC to fully support of the joint Board's discount plan for universal service
schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

2:FC:ICCD#96-45
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

bE-ccqrt i. ,._~ '.' Ii it'" it"." ~"."
- "t_.,~

MAY 2 1997

I am a principal at St. Anne School from the Diocese of Savannah, Georgia and would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly into the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital to this process. This plan is also
essential in preparing our students for Workforce 2000.

Our school is working toward having a complete computer lab of 35 computers and
twelve classrooms equipped with computers by the year 2000.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal services to schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Patricia Nobes
Principal



HOLTON-ARMS SCHOOL

April 15, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919'M Street, N'N
Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 2 1997

I am Diana Coulton Beebe, Head ofThe Holton-Arms School in Bethesda, Maryland, and
I would like to thank you for your dedication to ensuring that all schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools and the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion ofinternal classroom connects for discounts is vital,
as is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider costs. This plan is essential for preparing
the workforce of tomorrow.

Students at Holton-Arms are set to use the Internet in classrooms, labs and our school
libraries. They need discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC
to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries allover this country.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

1J~W~~
Diana Coulton Beebe
Head of School

i30.) River Road ~{'..! Bethesda, ;\\aryland 208]i <<.t..! Phone: (30]) 365.S3003\:=«,~ FI\X: (301) 365-6093



CHIPPEWA VALLEY SCHOOLS

April 14, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Ness;

MOHAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
48101 Romeo Plank Road
Macomb, Michigan 48044
Kenneth Madeleine - Principal

(810) 228-5660 - Office
(810) 412-88:6f,~~x

l, ';:. ;';"",.. ' .•...2 ..

MAY 2 1997

I am an elementary principal from the Chippewa Valley Public School
District in a suburb of Detroit, Michigan, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where our students
learn. Your inclusion. of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vi tal. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow for our nation.

Our students and schools need deep discounts for telecommunications
services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board I s discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

Kenneth Madeleine
Principal
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Dr. Barton L Goering, Superintendent
Dr. Dan Lumley, Assistant Supenittendent

Mynra Momson, Businw Manager/Treasurer
Karen Meireis, Clerk of tbe Board
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April 4, 1997

MAY 2 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
191 M. Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I am the school board president for Spring Hill Unified School District No. 230 in Spring
Hill, Kansas. I \vould like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have a1Tordable access to the Int()f)mltio1\ Superhigll\vay.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our district has been using grant funds to equip classrooms and labs with up-to-date
computer equiprm:nt, Now we need help to ailow our students to iearn and communicate
globally.

Our students need deep discOlmts for telecommunications services this year, I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Katie Fisher
Board President

• ~,' \ r;~S:IS
Board of Education ;:.:'~s·'''·'·i.\'ll,)~., . ~l:1 ,.... . If>

Katie Fisher. President· Carmen ElliS, Vice Presltknl ..\\) '':''''b:··
CraiR Dnlll\mond, I\fember • Frank !leah', Member· \Villi:Ull Meek, Member· BOb Melc~r I\lember
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The Honorable Susan Ness .
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am an instructional designer from the Center for Advanced Technologies,
Altoona, Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that
all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. ·The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

;J;o£-
Huey O'Brien
Instructional Designer
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