
FAX NO. 513 595 8457

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

JUL-16-96 TUE 02:41 PM HAMCO COMMUNICATIONS

EX P/U1TE OR LATE FILED

AOMINISTAATIVE STAFF
GRiGOFlV A. Waa.
Technical Servicea
iSi·au5

RIC"""o P. M.._lIWa
Aclmlnislrativtl 5ervlces
595·8448

RONAl.tl W. BI&N
Telecommunications
S9S-S448

BoARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS
2377 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE

CINCINNATI. OHIO 45231
(613) 825-2170

July 16, 1996

DIRECTOR
E. THOJ,!-'$ BuRROUGHS

OPERATIONS OIRECTOR
WILLIAM H. HINKLe

RE: Public Safety Radio Spectrum Congestion

The HonorabJe Paul E. Gillmor
United State Representative
120 Jefferson
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452

SECRETARIES
LISASoRN

OAoNA SCMf'lA1'T

RECEIVED

APR .:.-4. I99Z
Dear Representative Ginmor: ffDERAt. _ r.I

The shortage of radio spectrum for use by public safetyagen~~
Ohio hal become a critical issue for which we ask your support in convincing ;v,y
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to make additional spectrum
available for our use.

Over the past two decades, the spectrum made available by the FCC for
public safety has fallen far short of the actual demand. The spectrum in 806
MHz band and more recently in the 821 MHz band, while of immeasurable
value, has only served to temporarily reduce the degree of shortage rather than
&ati&fy the need. Throughout much of Ohio, there are simply no additional radio
channels available for use by public safety, a condition which has been largely
unchanged for over 20 years. As Ohio, is one of the nadon's most populous
state, and' continues to grow, we &ee no recourse but to convince the FCC to
allocate additional spectrum for the exclusive use of public safety.

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of public safety within Ohio and
elsewhere, and trust that those effort! will be successful in persuading the FCC
to respond to our needs. Please call me at (513) 825-2170 ifth.,.. is any
further way in which we can assist in this effort.

Sincerely,~
// /_.." _ I ' -

~'

William H. Hinkle
Opel"lltlons Director

cc: Ms. Marilyn Ward
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- MARILYN WARD

Orlando Police Department
lOG c: l-l~ghey Ave.
Orlo.nu.o, FL 32801

407.246.2446
Fax: 407.246.2549
Voice Mailbox: 888.APCO-9-1-1 Ext.406

February 25, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WT Docket 96-86

Dear Mr. Chairman:

W I 90 - cf0 EXECUTIVEDIREcrOR

DOCKET FILE copy ORIG~IN=AL"-----J_AM_ES_R_.R_AND_
APCO International Headquarters

2040 S. Ridgewood Ave.
South Daytona, FL 32119-8437

904.322.2500 or 888.APCO-9-1-1 Ext. 222
Fax: 904.322.2501

email: randr@apcointl.com

RECEIVED

'APR ..4 1991J
FBlEHAL ~MUNlCAnONS COMMISSION

OFfiCE Of SECRETARY

The Nevada Department of Transportation ("Nevada DOT") has filed Reply
Comments in the above-referenced proceeding addressing several issues, including the
relative benefits of the Project 25 standard for public safety digital radio equipment.
Most of the issues raised by Nevada DOT have been fully addressed by APCO and other
parties in this proceeding. However, there is one point which does require a brief
response to ensure that the record in this proceeding is correct.

Nevada DOT appears to misunderstand who constitutes Project 25, and how its
decisions are made. Nevada DOT suggests that standards should not be selected by
"associations such as APCO, which are comprised mainly of dispatchers and non-technical
managers." First, that characterization ofAPCO is incomplete, as a substantial number of
APCO members are engineers and technicians. Second, and more importantly, the
standard was not selected by APCO. Rather it was selected by the Project 25 Steering
Committee, which consists of technically trained individuals representing each of the
sponsoring entities, including APCO, the National Association of State
Telecommunications Directors ("NASTD") and agencies of the Federal Government.
Furthermore, the Project 25 standards were not selected in a vacuum. The
Telecommunications Industry Association ("TIA") has been a key player in the Project 25
process, and all of the Project 25 standards were based on TIA committee
recommendations.

;~G o~ Crp~es rec!(t
L~8t P"E~C~[)0;
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
February 25, 1997
Page Two

Please contact me or our counsel in Washington, Robert Gurss, at (202) 457-7329,
should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

i. /

Marilyn Ward, President

cc: All Commissioners
Ms. Michele Farquhar, FCC WTB
Director, Nevada Department of Transportation
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CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE
1415 SOUTH SHELBY

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46203-1946
FAX 317-631-8221

317-636-0929

The Honorable
Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

'APR • 4 1997.

fEIERAt ~,tt~~~~ll~::~~~G.~~ nG~'S OOMUiSSION
Gti,..E OF atcrn: iA;.lf

I am contacting you in support of the findings of the Public Safety Wireless Committee with
regard to the critical needs of our nation's police officers, firefighters, and emergency service
personnel to secure additional radio frequency spectrums for effective communications and rapid
emergency response.

As you know, during an emergency, rapid and effective response by firefighters, police, and
emergency medical services depend upon efficient communications over adequate radio spectrums.
Currently, police officers and other members of the public safety community across the nation
urgently need access to new spectrums to address the communications needs that include a
shortage of radio"talk" time due to congested frequencies and the inability of different emergency
service agencies to communicate with each other on the same equipment and frequencies. Lack of
communication in a time of crisis results in increased response time, causing additional risk to the
safety of both victims and public safety personnel.

As Congress and the Administration begin debate on the FY98 budget, the issue of spectrum
sales as a means to augment federal revenue will be addressed. While we do not oppose the selling
of spectrums, we want to ensure that the needs of our public safety officials are met first.

Accordingly, we support the recommendations of the Public Safety Wireless Committee and
request that you take the appropriate actions necessary to reserve an additional 24 megahertz, or 40
percent, from broadcast channels 60-69 exclusively for use by public safety officials. We look
forward to working with you throughout the next few months to ensure that this critical matter is
addressed.

Sincerely,

y~~, Director
of Government Relations

for James A. Rhinebarger
Chairman

JLH:nf

I\Jo. of Copil:'S fW"rl ~
SUPPORT YOUR STATE TROOPERS U<"~ Anf r ,_ . 4 .-...- _

REPRESENTING OVER 40,000 TROOPERS SERVING 230 MILLION AMERICANS <>I '';'''J<):::
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4050 Esplanade Way· Tallahassee. Florida 32399-0950

LAwrON CHILES, GoVERNOR

October 18, 1996

The Honorable Reed F. Hundt
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

WILLIAM H. LINDNER., SECRETARY

RECEIVED

APR .41991J
FEDEiW. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

OFRC£ Of ~CRETARY

Re: The Development ofOperational, Technical
and Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal,
State and Local Public Safety Agency Communications
Requirements Through the Year 2010.

Dear Chairman Hundt:

WT Docket 96-86

Public Safety agencies throughout the country are in desperate need of additional radio
communications channels. Within Florida, new radio systems can no longer be constructed and
existing systems can no longer be expanded in many areas of the state. The completion of our own
statewide 800 MHz digital trunked radio system for state law enforcement agencies in Florida is now
in jeopardy due to the proposed auction of General Category channels. Local agencies within
Florida also face difficulties due to channel congestion, lack of interoperability, and the inability to
implement new communications systems due to the unavailability ofradio channels.

The Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (pSWAC), jointly sponsored by the FCC
and NTIA, recently released its Final Report which concludes that public safety agencies need at
least 2.5 MHz ofadditional spectrum immediately for interoperability, at least 25 MHz more within
five years, and an additional 70 MHz over the next fifteen years.

On behalf of the State ofFlorida and its agencies, we submit this letter in strong support of
the PSWAC findings, and urge the FCC to take immediate action to allocate new spectrum for
public safety use. In particular, we believe that immediate Commission action allocating portions
of the current UHF television spectrum between channels 60-69 for public safety use would begin
to alleviate the problems that our agencies face. This was suggested in the digital television Docket
87-268. This block of spectrum is considered most suitable for public safety use because it is
adjacent to the 800 MHz frequencies already in use by public safety agencies.

Florida's 800 MHz digital trunked radio system, which has been under construction for over
five years, will be one ofthe largest, most technically advanced and most complex radio system ever
implemented for a single group of public safety agencies. The system will serve over 10,000 users

o
Recycled Paper
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.and has a projected cost of nearly 350 million dollars. The system uses 20 channels from the
General Category PooP and 30 from the National Public Safety Plan2

. The Commission's freeze
Order (DA-95-2119) and proposed auction of the General Category channels jeopardizes the
remaining three phases of our five-phased construction schedule by not allowing us to modify
existing licenses or acquire the additional licenses needed to complete the project. At present there
are no alternative channels we can use to complete the system as planned. We have requested a
waiver of the freeze Order, but have had no response to date from the Commission. At the same
time, we are under pressure from the licensing staff in Gettysburg to maintain our construction
schedule in order to maintain the licenses we have. Clearly we cannot continue in these opposing
directions indefinitely; either the necessary authorizations must be granted, or we will be forced to
abandon the remaining portions of the system into which have gone over 10 years of effort.

We commend PSWAC and the Commission for its very comprehensive efforts in the current
proceeding. We emphasize that from the point ofview of our agencies, the central and immediate
issue is the need for additional spectrum. The many other issues raised by PSWAC and the
Commission are ofimmense importance to the future of communications for public safety. However
in Florida, one ofthe nation's fastest growing states, we must have additional spectrum immediately
to accomplish even the most basic functions of insuring the public safety.

Sincerely,

}!:Jz ~~~
John R. DiSalvo, P.E., Chief
Bureau of Communications Engineering

JRD:RBF:96-86.wpd

cc: Governor Lawton Chiles
Senator Bob Graham
Senator Connie Mack
APCO Headquarters
Joint Task Force Board ofDirectors
Glenn Mayne
Marilyn Ward

1 806-821/851-866 MHz bands

2 821-824/866-869 MHz bands
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NEWPORT BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
810 Santa Barbara Drive, P.O. BOX 7000, Newport Beach, CA 92658-1000 BOB McDONliLL

Chief of Police

July 16, 1996

Honorable Christopher Cox
United States House of Representatives
2402 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515-0547

DOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAL
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'APR:t4 1997

FEDEiW. LOMMli'tJICATI'JlIJS COMMlSSlOt4
OfFICf Of SECRETAHY

Dear Congressman Cox:

The Federal Communications Commission may lWon propose reallocating TV
channels 60·69 (746-806 MHz) away from television service, with 24 MHz of this
spectrum identified for public safety use nationwide. The Newport Beach POliCl!

Department joins the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lAC!'), the
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), and t;he Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-In.ternational (APCO), in urging adoption of this plan.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current unmet
needs within th~ public safety community, require that this spectrum be allocated to
pUblic safety use before it is auctioned or otherwise disbursed fM other less critical
uses. The Newport Beach Police Department, and many of our neighboring public
safety agencies, face a critical shortage of available sp~trum.

While these upper UHF-lV banqs would be·ideal for mobile usc, cspecially for the
implementation of new technologies, we 1\\Ust note that this 24 MHz would only be
a small part of the overalJ spectrum required for public safety over the next few
years. There is a critical need in California for more UHF channels. We hope the
FCC will also (~ntertllin additional sharing between bcoadultit television and public
safety within the 450-512 MHz band.

Please join us in encouraging the FCC to proVide additional spectrum for essential
public safety operations here in California. '

Bob McO<>nell
CHIEF OF POUCH

cc: Federal Communications Commission, Chairman Reed Hundt
Association of Public Safety Communications Officials

No. of (>~;.pir-;s rec'd
U~;t PB(~[

------ ~ -----~-------
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

r:v
;'. .'"" ~, October 18, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Public safety and other agencies across the country in major
metropolitan areas are in desperate need of additional radio
communication channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory
Committee (PSWAC), jointly sponsored by the FCC and NTIA, recently
released its 11 final report 11 • This report concludes that public
safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHz of additional spectrum right
now for interoperability, at least 25 MHz within five (5) years,
and an additional 70 MHz over the next fifteen (15) years.

The Suffolk County Police Department submits this letter in strong
support of the PSWAC findings, and urges that the FCC take
immediate action to allocate spectrum for public safety use.
Public safety agencies across the country face difficulty in
addressing communication problems due to the congestion in major
metropolitan areas such as New York City, Los Angeles, Austin,
Chicago and Boston. The lack of interoperability, and the
inability to implement new communication technologies, is a
constant concern and set back. These problems are mainly caused by
a lack of available radio channels.

Suffolk County Police have fortunately adopted 800 MHz trunked
radio technology for voice communications. However, we are now
seeking spectrum to implement mobile data technology for
approximately 900 subscriber units. We hope to be able to do this
in the UHF band and create a police network west into New York
City.

Immediate Commission action, allocating portions of current UHF
television spectrum between Channels 60-69 for public safety use,
would begin to alleviate the problem most agencies face. This was
suggested in the Digital Television Docket 87-268. This block of
spectrum is ideal for public safety use as it is adjacent to

30 YAPHANK AVENUE,YAPHANK,NEW YORK 11980'15161852,~~;9:;(~'d$ rE,,'d,_ 0
l_i"",,,~ l",;..~v L,~ .-_
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frequencies currently used for mobile radio operations by federal,
state and local government agencies. Suffolk County Police is
interested in spectrum that will permit an interoperability with

"the Nassau County Police, New York City Police and the many other
local law enforcement agencies adj acent to Suffolk County, New
York.

It is certainly our concern and desire that the Commission take
swift action to meet the spectrum needs of public safety agencies
throughout the nation.

PFC:VRS:ec

Robert Kearon
Deputy Commissioner
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E 9-1-1 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

October 11, 1996

SANOY ISENBERG
BILL COPELAND

MARK L. PIETRYKOWSKI

EDWARD J. CIECKA
Administrator

THOMAS E. BOOI
E 9-1-1 Director

(41') 249-0200
Fu (41') 241-791'

Re: MM Docket No. 87-268 Advanced Television Systems and their impact upon
Existing Television Broadcast Services

The Honorable Reed F. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W.
Washington D.C., 20~*? '-i.,

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Lucas County 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Center wishes to express its support
for the Federal Communications Commission action to reallocate the current UHF broadcast
television channels 60-69, and make a portion of tbat spectrum available for public safety use.
The first step in the process is reallocation of UHF Channels 60-69 as proposed in the above
referenced digital television proceeding.

There is currently an urgent need in many parts of the country for additional
public safety radio channels. The Public safety W~lc;ss Advisory Committee (PSWAC),

cosponsored by the FCC and NTIA, recently released its "FfnaI Report" which found tbat
public safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHZ of additional spectrum right now for
interooerability, at least 25 MHZ with five (5) years, and an additional 70 MHZ with the
next fIfteen (15) years.

Lucas County 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Center agrees with the PSWAC
findings. Only immediate FCC action in making available new spectrum can help to alleviate
the problems faced by Lucas County 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Center, many other
public safety agencies around the nation.

The spectrum at issue is ideal for public safety use. The block of UHF channels
between 60 and 69 is adjacent to the 800 MHZ mobile radio frequencies heavily used by
public safety agencies.

Lucas County 9-1-1 Emergency Communications Center urges the Commission to
act expeditiously and favorably in this ~tter.

~y,~

/7~~.Bodi

---..----- ~~ 1

l;8~·
2144 MONROE STREET • TOLEDO, OHIO 43624

An Equal Opportunity Employsr
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ADDISON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #1

John R Kreft
Deputy Chief

ADMINISTRATION

Timothy F. Deutschle
Fire Chief, f: ~-r" r-I

U·\! c t- LED

10 S. Addison Road, Addison, Illinois 60101-3870
Business Phone: (630)628-3100 • Fax: ,(630)543-9742

RECeIVED

W-41997
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Arthur E. Hurley, Jr.
President

Patrick A. Amerena
Treasurer

Anthony J. LaRocca
Secretary

November 5, 1996

The Honorable Reed F. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

MM Docket No. 87-268

Re: Advanced Television Systems
and their Impact upon the
Existing Television Broadcast Service

Dear Chairman Hundt:

The Addison Fire Protection District wishes to express its strong support for Federal
Communications Commission action to reallocate the current UHF' broadcast television
channels 60-69, and make a portion ofthat spectrum available for public safety use. The
first step in the process is reallocation ofUHF' channels 60-69 as proposed in the above
referenced digital television proceeding.

There is currently an urgent need in many parts of the country for additional public safety
radio channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (pPSWAC"),
co-sponsored by the FCC and NTIA, recently released its "Final Report" which found that
public safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHz of additional spectrum right now for
interoperability, at least 25 MHz within five (5) years, and an additional 70 MHz within
the next fifteen (15) years.

The Addison Fire Protection District agrees with the PSWAC findings. Radio
communications during emergency operations is an important factor, and the use of
multiple frequencies is imperative during fire and mass causality incidents.

-----
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Only immediate FCC action in making available new spectrum can help to alleviate the
problems faced by the Addison Fire Protection District, and many other public safety
agencies around the nation.

The spectrum at issue is ideal for public safety use. The block ofUHF' channels between
60 and 69 is adjacent to the 800 MHz mobile radio frequencies heavily used by public
~~lfcty_ agencies.

The Addison Fire Protection District urges the Commission to act expeditiously and
favorably in this matter.

Sincerely
ADDISON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #1

Timothy F. Deutschle
Fire Chief
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Servicess

1 Wayne Circle
Lower Gwynedd. PA 19002

Federal Communications Commission
Private Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Washington, D.C. 20554

December 17, 1996
ReCEIVED

APR:l4 199~

Attention: John 1. Borkowski

Subject: Comments on Notice ofProposed Rulemaking to examine operational, technical
and spectrum requirements for Public Safety communications through the year
2010. (WT Docket No. 96-86)

Dear Mr. Borkowski,

Special System Services is a communications consulting firm representing The
County ofLancaster, PA. Extensive studies have been conducted from 1990 to present to
determine the needs of the Public Safety I Public Service operations in the County. The
conclusion to eliminate the incompatible, antiquated communications systems on low
band, high band and 450 MHz has been unanimous among the end users and now has the
support and funding from the County Commissioners. The technology required and the
number of end users (4200), dictates the implementation ofan 800 MHz trunked system
with sufficient channels (40) and bandwidth (25 KHz) to handle the Police transmissions
of data, mugshots and fingerprints.

The adjacent and nearby Counties and the State ofPennsylvania are in various
stages ofconstruction of800 MHz trunked systems. To compatibly interoperate with
these agencies it is imperative that the 800 MHz system technology be implemented in
Lancaster County, PA. All frequencies in the NPSPAC Region 28 plan have been
allocated in the Lancaster County area. All 806 - 824 frequencies are licensed in the area
ofLancaster County.

It is therefore, Lancaster County's request that the FCC reallocate the portion of
spectrum now allocated to UHF TV Channels 60 - 69 to the Public Safety service for the
support of the safety of its citizens and their property.

Sincerely,

T. Fred Short, Presideqt
,I,., r.f

~ ':fj'l,..:., ;:.,J';

List
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The Honorable Reed F. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

mAAL COMMUNlCXllONS COMMISSION
UFft(;E Of SE.CRET~HY

OOCKET FILE copy ORlGINAL
RONALD CALLETTA

CHIEF OF SECURITY

Re: The Development of Operational, Technical
and Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal,
State and Local Public Safety Agency Communication
Requirements Through the Year 20I0

Dear Chairman Hundt:
Public Safety agencies across the country are in desperate need of

additional radio communications channels. The Public Safety Wireless Advisory
Committee ("PSWAC"), jointly sponsored by the FCC and NTIA, recently released its
"Final Report" which concludes that public safety agencies need at least 2.5 MHz of
additional spectrum right now for interoperability, at least 25 :MHz within five (5) years,
and additional 70 MHz over the next fifteen (15) years.

The New York City Department ofCorrection submits this letter in strong
support of the PSWAC findings, and urges that the FCC take immediate action to aIlocate
spectrum for safety use. Public safety agencies across the country face difficulty in
addressing the problems of congestion, lack of interoperability and the inability to
implement new communications technologies. The problems are mainly caused by lack of
available channels. Currently our communications system consist of one city wide channel
utilized by our Transportation Division. Our Emergency Response Unit utilizes an 800
MHz radio system which can only be used within the city limits, outside the city limits they
must switch to a point to point communication frequency. Ifan emergency arises outside
the city limits we are left to rely on the availability ofa State Patrol. It should be noted
that we transport notorious inmates back and forth to state facilities and hospitals.

Immediate Commission action allocating portions ofcurrent,UHF
television spectrum between channels 60-69 for public safety use could begin to alleviate
the problems these agencies face. This was suggested in the digital television Docket 87-



268. This block of spectrum is ideal for public safety use as it is adjacent to frequencies
currently used for mobile radio operations by federal, state and local agencies.

The New York City Department ofCorrection requests that the
commission take expeditious action to meet the spectrum needs ofpublic safety agencies
nationwide.

Sincerely,

k4idid4tb·
Ronald Galletta
Chiefof Security
NYC Department ofCorrection

cc: Michael P. Jacobson, Commissioner
Bernard Kerik, First Deputy Commissioner
Eric M. Taylor, ChiefofDepartment
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NEWPORT BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
870 Santa Barbara Drive, P.O. BOX 7000, Newport Beach, CA 92658-7000

July 16, 1996

Honorable Christopher Cox
United States House of Representatives
2402 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515-0547

Dear Congressman Cox:
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The Federal Communications Commission may soon propose reallocating TV
channels 60-69 (746-806 MHz) away from television service, with 24 MHz of this
spectrum identified for public safety use nationwide. The Newport Beach Police
Department joins the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), the
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), and the Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-International (APCO), in urging adoption of this plan.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current unmet
needs within the public safety community, require that this spectrum be allocated to
public safety use before it is auctioned or otherwise disbursed for other less critical
uses. The Newport Beach Police Department, and many of our neighboring public
safety agencies, face a critical shortage of available spectrum.

While these upper UHF-TV bands would be ideal for mobile use, especially for the
implementation of new technologies, we must note that this 24 MHz would only be
a small part of the overall spectrum required for public safety over the next few
years. There is a critical need in California for more UHF channels. We hope the
FCC will also entertain additional sharing between broadcast television and public
safety within the 450-512 MHz band.

Please join us in encouraging the FCC to provide additional spectrum for essential
public safety operations here in California.

Bob McDonell
CHIEF OF POLICE

cc: Federal Communications Commission, Chairman Reed Hundt
Association of Public Safety Communications Officials

Office of the Chief (714) 644-37011 Support Services (714)644-36541 Patrol·Traffic (714) 644·37421 Detectives (714)~---
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to you today on behalf of Ericsson Inc, Private Radio Systems ("Ericsson
PRS"), regarding the spectrum needs of public safety wireless communications
systems. Ericsson PRS, located in Lynchburg, Virginia, is a major manufacturer of such
wireless equipment and networks. We have actively participated in the on-going
deliberations of the Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee ("PSWAC" or the
"Advisory Committee") which was jointly established by the Federal Communications
Commission ("FCC" or the "Commission") and the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration ("NTIA") to provide them with advice and recommendations
on the various communications requirements of public safety agencies. As you are
aware, a major issue being addressed by the PSWAC, and in the Commission's
accompanying rule making proceeding in WT Docket No. 96-86, is the amount and
source of the spectrum that will be required to meet the needs of local, state and federal
agencies for wireless communications systems through the year 2010.

As part of its studies, the PSWAC has developed a sophisticated model for estimating
the amount of spectrum required to support critical non-federal public safety needs
through the relevant time period. It has also studied the technical and other
characteristics of various frequency ranges that might be reallocated to satisfy those
requirements. While the Advisory Committee's work has not yet been completed, its
deliberations are fast coming to a conclusion. As a Member of the Steering Committee,
it is safe to say at this time that additional zpectrum 'Nil! be needed in the near and
immediate future by the nation's diverse group of public safety agencies if we expect
them to fulfill their responsibilities.

It is my understanding that the Commission will soon be considering transition options
relating to advanced television transmission techniques and whether any of the existing
television channels, inclUding channels 60-69, can be reclaimed for other uses. I am
writing today to urge the Commission to consider whether these channels, or some of
them, can be set aside for public safety use. I do so for four basic reasons. First, and

Certificate Number FM 11374EUSIL

Ericsson Inc.
Private Radio Systems
Mountain View Road
Lynchburg, Virginia 24502 ._-_._._.__._ ..... - ...._._--- Telephone: (804) 528-7000



The Honorable Reed Hundt
July 12, 1996
Page 2

foremost, the public safety community is critically dependent upon wireless
communications for efficiently and effectively fulfilling their mission of protecting the
safety of life and property. Clearly, supporting public safety agencies is one of the
highest value uses of the radio spectrum resource. Second, the 60 MHz of radio
spectrum represented by television channels 60-69 lies immediately adjacent to the 800
MHz land mobile radio bands currently utilized by many public safety agencies. This
close proximity means significant economies can be achieved in the manufacture of the
necessary equipment for use in the new band and, importantly, it will facilitate
interoperability between and among different pUblic safety agencies. Third, radio
frequencies in this range have very desirable properties in terms of building penetration
and therefore are particularly desirable in large urban areas where spectrum scarcity is
particularly acute. Fourth, and finally, it is my understanding that these particular
television channels are used relatively lightly. This suggests that they could be utilized
quickly for public safety systems in many areas of the country.

For these reasons, I strongly urge you and your colleagues to seek comments on the
options that are available to the nation's television licensees to transition to advance
transmission techniques and whether those options pose an opportunity to reclaim
some of the current television assignments for public safety wireless communications
requirements. As a major manufacturer of private land mobile radio systems, including
public safety systems, Ericsson PRS is committed to continuing to develop and market
technologically advanced systems that will make efficient use of any reallocated
spectrum.

Sincerely,

Dennis C. Connors
Vice President
Global Product Development and Operations

cc: Commissioner James H. Quello
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
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July 12. 1996

Reed Hundt, FCC
Jack Metcalf, Congressional District 2 Representative

FAX: (202)225-4420 Washington D.C.i (360)733-5144 Bellingham
Ross Morris, APeO Internatfonal President

FAX: (360)4~7437

FEDERAl COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
0FFa OF SECRETARY

Subject: Release of radio spectrum In the eO·69 range

Island County Is located adjacent to 8 huge urban area and just below the Canadian border.
Because of the location, virtually no frequencies are available without causing Interference or
receMng considerable Interference.

In a county which is growing rapidly such as Island County, more spectrum needs to be opened
up for public safety needs.

Further, the advent of NCIC 2000 and new technologies will cause public safely needs that
should be met prior to any other disbursement.

, support the release of the some of the channels In the 60-69 frequency range for public safety
use and believe the FCC should consider and allow lome of this spectrum for the vital need!l of
pubtic safety in this country.

:~0. of (:.c·~-~.:es re·:;'d
List t~J3C~[~:~: -
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The Honorable Carlos Moorehead
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Moorehead:

RECEIVED

lPA-4J 1997
FBlEAAi. ~MUNlCATlONS COMMISSION

tJFFlCE Of SECRETARY

The Federal Communlcatl.ons .commission may soon propose reallocating
television channels 60-69 (746-806) from its current use in the television
service, with 24MHz of this spectrum Identified for public safety use. The
Glendale Fire Department joins the International Association of Fire
Chiefs (fAFC), the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP),
and the Association of Public Safety Communications Officials
International (APeD), In urging adoption of this plan.

The advent of new technologies, as well as current unmet needs within
the pUblic safety community, require additional spectrum be allocated to
public safety use before it is auctioned or othelWise disbursed for other
less critical uses. The Glendale Fire Department and many of our
neighboring public safety agencies, face a critical shortage of available
spectrum.

While these upper UHF-TV bands would be ideal for mobile use,
especially for the implementation of new technologies, we must note that
this 24MHz would only be a small part of the overall spectrum reqUired for
public safety over the next few years. There is a critical need in California
for more UHF channels. We hope the FCC will also entertain additional
sharing between broadcast television and public safety withIn the 470
512MHz band.

Plea.se join me in encouraging the FCC to provide additional spectrum for
essential public safety operations here in California. If I can be of further
assistance, please contact me at (818) 548-4814.

Sincerely,

~
~.tI~.,/ C o'

~, HAR E. HINZ
Fire Chief .

cc: Federal Communications Commission, Chairman Reed Hundt ~
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials ~

P~NTEOON N!CYCLm PAPER
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Rcecl,Hundt & Congressman Jack Metcalf
c/o KosI Morris
APeD ImernatioDal President

Dear Mr. Hundt & CoDgtCI&man Metcalf:

I am IOIIY tbat I did not IaPODd earlier but I just got your teletype. I feel vcty strongly that
we in public safety have emcrgcDCy frequeDcy needs tbat are DOt being met. I currently bave
3 agencies sbariDB OUt' fIequency and by JJCXt year it could be 7 ageDCics. We need more
frequeDcy options.

Please forgive me tor making this shone I waured to get back to you today and don't have time
to go into more depth.

Sincerely yours,

DEB/Db
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The Honorable Christopher Cox
US HOUSe of Representatives
W~gton,DC 20515-0547

Dear Sir,

tRVIN~. CALIFORNIA 92717

REceIVED

~·il4}I99Z

F8UAl. COMMUNlcAnONS COMMISSION
~ (WEanARt'

I am requesting that you would support any plan that would provide
additional UHF channels for public safety use. I understand that this issue

will be heard before the Federal Communications COmmission on July 18, 1996.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current
unmet needs Within the public safety community, requires additional
resources. I am encouraging the pee to reallocate at least 24 MHz to public
safety use before it is auctioned or disbursed for other less critical uses.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.

~'
Kathy Stanley
Chief of Pollce .

cc: Ross Morris
APCO President

Reed Hundt
FCC C:Q.ainnan

I" ,"

No. of Copies rcx;'d ~
UstPBCC;:':
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Senator Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

IlVIN!. CALIrOUU 92717

Dear ~enator,

I am!requesting that you would support any plan that would provide
additional UHF channels for public safety use. I understand that this issue

will be heard before the Federal Communications Commission on July 18, 1996.

The advent of NCIC·2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current
unmet needs within the public safety community, requires additional
resources. I am encouraging the FCC to reallocate at least 24 MHz to public
safety use before it is auctioned or cUsbursed for other less critical uses.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.

cc: Ross Moms
APCO President

Reed Hundt
FCC Chairman

." :.
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Senator Barbra Boxer
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

U.VDlI. CA101'POlUflA 92117

i
Dear Senator,

{

I ~ requesting that you would support any plan that would provide
additional UHF channels for public safety use. I understand that this issue

wtll be heard before the Federal Communications Commission on July 18, 1996.

The advent of NCIC-2000 and similar new technologies, as well as current
unmet needs within the public safety community. requires additional
resources. I am encouraging the FCC to reallocate at least 24 MHz to public
safety use before it is auctioned or disbursed for other less critical uses.

Thank you for your consideration in advance.

Sincerely,

cc: Ross Morris
APCO President

Reed Hundt
FCC Chairman


