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April 22, 1997 | ay § 1997

Rachelle B. Chong

Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Srtreet, NW., Room 8§44
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong: ‘

The San Diego Unified Schoo! District strongly supports the Joint Federal-State Universal
Service Board rccommendation to establish an educational rate (e-rate) for public schools and
libraries for the purpose of wiring and connecting 10 the Internet.

This district has already applied and have received a Cahf()mm Public Utilities Commission
discount rate pr ovided for data and voice lines for state, ,puhhc schools, a slightly more than
50 percent savings over regular rates. Not only does this allow more schools to be wired and
connected to the Internet, but it also frees up general edacartion dollars to be directed back w0
the classroom that would otherwise be spent on utility bills.

At this time all of our 160 schools and sites are connected to a Wide Area Network and have
access 1o the Internet. We are working toward wiring and equipping all classrooms. Asa
large urban school user, we will only be able w0 provide Internet access in all classrooms
through the availability of further utility discounts. As:you probably know, there is no
ongoing funding from the state, federal, and local governments for education technology.
School districts that make educaton technology a high: pnonty, as does this district, must
scramble 10 put together special grants and one-time funds, in addition to sacrificing general
education dollars, 1o attempt to provide cqual access for all students. The e-rate will go a
long way towards making equity possiblc and we strongly support its implementation as
recommended by the Joint Fedcral-State Universal Scrvice Board.

We would appreciate your vote of support when the issue comes before you next month.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Resth«G. £ L

Bertha Q. Pendleton
Superintendent

BOP:bb
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Sarah Meisels, Library Director
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May 11997

Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong;
Re: CC Docket 96045--Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

On behalf of the Library Board of Trustees of the Wheaton Public Library and the
residents of the City of Wheaton, Illinois, I am writing in strong support of the meaningful
discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their
Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that
all public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources
that are critical to living and working in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of
insuring that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By
allowing significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet
access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries
that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the

Joint Board has also recognized the need for technologies to serve the diverse urban and
rural areas of the country.

Favorable telecommunication rates are extremely important to libraries in order to
access for their patrons the wealth of information available on the Internet. Libraries are
particularly challenged in this decade, as they must provide both traditional library services

and offer access to electronic information sources, all at a time when many library budgets
are declining.
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The Wheaton Public Library is among those libraries working hard to offer the
latest in library technology in a community that expects it. We provide access to on-line
databases with our direct Internet connection, because the currency of information is very
important. Installing a direct connection is expensive. Paying monthly Internet access
charges and charges for the line is expensive. It is a heavy burden on the library budget,
and we would welcome more favorable rates, as would libraries far poorer than we are. In
Wheaton, the public access Internet stations we offer are heavily used by recent graduates
and older adults seeking information about employment opportunities and economic
betterment. I venture to say those would be prime uses in all U.S. communities.

Thank you for your concern in this very important matter.

Sincerely yours,

F1K (

F. T. Kushnir, President
Library Board of Trustees
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Ms. Rachelle B. Chung, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chung:

My name is David Morris and I am writing as a Trustee of Roland Park Country School in
Baltimore, Maryland. I would like to thank you for your commitment in assuring that all

schools and libraries have affordable access to the growing information "super highway" of the
Internet.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorer schools will have opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide long
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion per year will address the needs of our
schools and the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where the students learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital, as is your inclusion of
the Internet service provider cost. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of

tomorrow and it is consistent with our need to invest in our young people as a country and
society.

At Roland Park Country School, using the Internet is integrated in all aspects of the school's
curriculum from elementary to high school. This tool enables our students--located in the city
of Baltimore--to use the Internet to do research on cutting edge developments from genetics for
science papers to museums of Paris for history papers. They can share their opinions on
current events with the White House and share their daily experiences with students across the
world. This invaluable tool is expanded and enhances the student learning experiences and

Associated Companies
Franklin/Morris Consulting Services, Inc. * Mason and Carter, Inc. * University Insurance Associates
Bar Associations Insurance Agency, Inc.



Ms. Rachelle B. Chung, Commissioner
Page 2
April 21, 1997

enables them to obtain firsthand exposure to the global community. Our students do need the
deep discount for telecommunication services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Boards discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

M. Morris, JD, CLU

DMM/rc
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MAY 1 1997,

The Honorahle Janes Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
\Waslliuglon, DC 20554

R13: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commmissioner Qucﬂo:

[ am the superinlcndenl of Anderson School District Five, and | would like to thank you for your dedication

n ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have alfordable access to the Information
Supcrl]igllway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joinl Board decision will guaranlee that all school districts
will have the opportunity Lo connect to the Internet and provide clislmme-learning opportunities, The $2.25
hillion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and 1'111portanlly, the plan will })ring services direully to the
classroom where students learn.  Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This

lan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.
prex

Anderson School District Five is c.urrently in the process of Jeveloping nelwan‘ing access for up to seven
compulers inlo all classrooms in our school district, which will he c:ompleled clm'ing the summer of 1997.
During the 1997-98 school year, we 110pe to get al least three compulers into each ol our elemenlary classrooms
(approxilnaicly 260 o.lassrooms). Since we also have a wide area network (WAN) that these compulers will have
access to, we mu need o acm more bandwidth so that our siudenis will have access to the Internet and distance-

loarning opportunilies as the computers into the classrooms are 11r011g11l online.

1\11&101’5011 School District Five would he ahle to take these {unds and use them to aclcl aclclilioual

telecommunicalion services to our existing system hy:

1. The leasing of more T facilities to give needed handwidth and specd to the dlassroom in each of our 15
schools over our wide area nelwork (WAN).
2.

o
I'he purcllasc of the necessary rouling equipment [or those new services to connect those additional T'1

{acilities to our WAN.



The Honorable James Quello
/\pril 24, 1997
Page 2

With the additional bandwidth, we would he able to purcllaso clislauue-learning equipment thal would allow

our studenls to he involved with educational opporhunilies in other areas of the United States and around
the world.

| Iiglwr recurring vosls for these needed telecommunications {acilities would Llireclly aflect (uegalivoly) our
a]vilily to expand the syslem that we alroady have.

/\(Miliona”y, monies saved lln‘ougll discounts could pl‘()ViLlC much needed resources to support other academic
needs. School districls need decp discounls for telecommunications services this year. Available resources for
school districts are lmited, compare(l to the need. 1 urge the FCC 1o [u“y supporl the Joint Board's discount

plan for universal service for schools. Thank you.
Sinueroly,

N\aren C. \Y’OO(IW(’]I‘(.[, [Z(.l. ]_).

- .
b uperln’(euclcnt

CllL‘

¢

Anderson

School Districe Five



ANACONDA-DEER LODGE COUNTY
Courthouse - 800 South Main
Anaconda, Montana 59711

Superintendent of Schools

MAY 11997 -

April 23, 1997

The Honorable James Quellc, Commiszsioner
Federal Communication Commission

1919 M Street, Room 344

Washington, DC 20554

EE: ©CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commission Members:

I am the County Superintendent of Schools for Deer Lodge County in
Montana, and I would like to thank each of you for vour efforts to ensure
that scheool districts and educational consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway. In rural areas such as ours
access to the Information Superhighway connects our students to people
and experiences they would not otherwise access.

Our schools in Deer Lodge County have made tremendous strides in
introducing technology into classrooms and making computer connected
information sources available to svery student. However., the increasing
costs of these services in a time when school funding is critical makes
the continuation of these services precaricus at best.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Jeint Board decizion
will guarantee that cur school districts will continue to have
orportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
experiences to our students. The $2.295 billion per year will address the
needs of all schools, and continue efforts to bring these services
directly in the classroom where students learn. Including discounts for
internal classroom connections needs to remain a corner stone of this
rlan and this plan is essential to the adequate preparation of tomorrow s
work force.



Dur students and schools need deep discounts for telecommnications
services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Beoard’s
discount plan for universal service to achoclea.

Sincerely,

Michael ORourke MSEd, LCPC
County Superintendent of Schools



LINCOLN TRAIL LIBRARIES SYSTEM

Supporting library cooperation in East Central lllinois

April 23, 1997 , .

MAY T 1997, .
The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner . :“
Federal Communications Commission &

1919 M Street NW-Room 844
Washington, DC 20544

Re: CC Docket #96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools
Dear Commissioner Quello:

Attached is a copy of a resolution passed by the Board of Directors of the Lincoln Trail
Libraries System at its meeting of April 21, 1997 in support of the implementation of
meaningful discounted telecommunications rates for public libraries and schools. The
proposed discounted rate structure will be a critical factor in assuring full access for
our citizens to the Internet and other sources of electronic information, as envisioned by
Congress in the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and in the Recommended Rules of the
Federal-State Joint Board.

Lincoln Trail Libraries System is a multitype library consortium serving 118 member
academic, public, school, and special libraries and 424,000 citizens in a 5,900 square
mile, 9-county area in East Central lllinois. We coordinate a wide range of cooperative
activities designed to facilitate interlibrary resource sharing among libraries in our
region. Our member libraries include many small rural libraries serving communities
as small as 850 residents. An obstacle to universal access to all citizens is the fact that
high-speed telecommunications connections to the Internet are more expensive for the
most remote libraries with the least ability to afford them. The discounts under
consideration will help to make universal access to information a reality for all.

Thank you for your efforts in working to achieve universal access to the world of
electronic information for our citizens and our students. Our citizens and society at
large will benefit from the widest possible access to information.

Sincerely,

LINCOLN TRAIL LIBRARIES SYSTEM

an Ison

Executive Director

JI/mw
Enclosure

1704 W. Interstate Drive « Champaign, lllinois 61821

(217) 3520047 . FAX (217) 352-7163



Resolution of the Board of Directors of
Lincoln Trail Libraries System

WHEREAS, in passing the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Congress expressed the intent that libraries and
schools should be afforded meaningful discounts for access to the Intemet and other online information resources, and

WHEREAS, under the identifying title, CC Docker #96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools, the

Federal Communications Commission has issved Federal-State Joint Board Proposed Rules regarding affordable
telecommunications rates for libraries and schools, and
U V HEREAS, the proposed rules allow for favorable rates, copsisting of 20%-90% discounts to schools and
public libraries for high speed telecommunications services and critical non-telecommunications services necessary to
assure affordable access to information for our citizens and students, and

i V HEREAS, access to affordable telecommuaications rates is a critical component to enable schools and
public libraries, especially in the rural areas of East Central Illinois, to provide universal access to this wide range of

information,

N oW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on April 21, 1997 that the Board of

Directors and Staff of Lincoln Trail Libraries System strongly support the recommended discounts
on telecommunications rates for-schools and libraries as embodied in the Telecommunications Act

of 1996, and hereby urge the Federal Communications Commission and the Illinois Commerce
Commission to adopt rules implementing such discounts.

SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LINCOLN TRAIL LIBRARIES SYS

son, Executive Director

THE BOARD OF DIREC
Allen Lanham, Vice President
Charleston, IL

lerry Goff, President

Urbana, IL

Dale Hoover, Treasorer Cathy Nolan, Secret

Danville, I, Ciso 1L, e

John Adams Judy Bal: 11

Chebanse, 1L, Wegtvi]le? ?E]e ¢
Dave Johnson

Rusty Freeland
Champaign, IL Gibson City, IL
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WHEATON PUBLIC LIBRARY

225 N. Cross St.,, WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187
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Honorable James Quello, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission MAY 11997
1919 M Street, NW - Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello:
Re: CC Docket 96045--Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

On behalf of the Library Board of Trustees of the Wheaton Public Library and the
residents of the City of Wheaton, Iilinois, I am writing in strong support of the meaningful
discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their
Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that
all public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources
that are critical to living and working in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of
insuring that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By
allowing significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet
access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries
that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the

Joint Board has also recognized the need for technologies to serve the diverse urban and
rural areas of the country.

Favorable telecommunication rates are extremely important to libraries in order to
access for their patrons the wealth of information available on the Internet. Libraries are
particularly challenged in this decade, as they must provide both traditional library services

and offer access to electronic information sources, all at a time when many library budgets
are declining.

g L
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The Wheaton Public Library is among those libraries working hard to offer the
latest in library technology in a community that expects it. We provide access to on-line
databases with our direct Internet connection, because the currency of information is very
important. Installing a direct connection is expensive. Paying monthly Internet access
charges and charges for the line is expensive. It is a heavy burden on the library budget,
and we would welcome more favorable rates, as would libraries far poorer than we are. In
Wheaton, the public access Internet stations we offer are heavily used by recent graduates
and older adults seeking information about employment opportunities and economic
betterment. I venture to say those would be prime uses in all U.S. communities.

Thank you for your concern in this very important matter.

Sincerely yours

F. T. Kushnir, President
Library Board of Trustees
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YOU SHOULD RECEIVE 4 PAGE(S), INCLUDING THIS
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PRINCE STREET SCHOOL = "1 1y
400 Prince Street

Salisbury, MD 21804
phone 410-749-6735 fax 410-341-3916

Commissijoner James H. Quello
Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 9645
Dear Commissioner Quello:

We are faculty and staff from Prince Street School, Wicomico County, in Maryland. We are

writing in support of the Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the
poorest schools will have the opportunity to comnect to the Internet and provide distance-
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and,
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vita. This plan is essential for
preparing the work force of tomarrow.

Ouwr county has been fartunate in that a local provider has given our school free access for
two years. This is the second year. In order for the schools to maintain this service, monies
that might be spent on new access may have to be placed on hold. We have commiftees in
place to write grants to provide as much monies as possible to put computers in every
classroom, thus giving internet access to all students.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommumications services this year. We urge the

FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Faculty and Staff of Prince Street School
(See attached sheet for signatures and addresses.)

PTAATT”AANIN T IN FEA  swmww w . e TS o am R wees =



PRINCE STREET SCHOOL
400 Prince Street

Salisbury, MD

21804

phone 410-749-6735 fax 410-341-3916

April 28, 1997

1, the undersigned, am in favor of the funding of CC Docket No. 96-45.
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PRINCE STREET SCHOOQOL
400 Prince Street

Sahsbury, MD 21804
phone 410 749-6735 fax 410-341-3916

i April 28, 1997
|

I, the undersigned. am in favor of the funding of CC Docket No. 96-45.
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman " . - "
Federal Communications Commission MAY 1997, o
1919 M Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No.96-45
Dear Chairman Hundt:

As members of the faculty and staff of Liberty High School, Carroll County, Maryland,
we wish to express our support for the Universal Service discounts for libraries and
schools which have been recommended by the Joint Board.

It is important that libraries and schools have affordable access to the Internet so that
everyone has the opportunity to travel the Information Highway. The Telecommunications
Act will ensure that all schools, no matter how poor, will be able to connect. The plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students can learmn how and where to access
mformation while under the guidance of an informed adult.

At Liberty High School our students have access to the Internet from the Media Center,
the writing lab, and data processing lab. However, as our school population is growing
rapidly it is important that the opportunities for access continue to expand.

We urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Virer Aprns ~Boaietinrs Che
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April 28, 1997

’ MAY 1 1997,
Reed E. Hundt

Chair

Federal Communications Comnission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554-0001

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the physician groups listed below, which represent over 300,000 individual
physicians from across the country, we are writing to urge you to support the full
implementation of the “universal service” provisions of the “Telecommunications Act of
1996.” As you know, the universal service provisions of the Act mandate the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) to direct telecommunications rate subsidies to, among
other groups, “rural health care providers.” The law explicitly states that the FCC must
make telecommunications rates for eligible health care providers and physicians
comparable to telecommunications rates for similar services in both urban and rural areas.
We strongly encourage you to jmmediately implement the so-called Snowe, Rockefeller,
Exon, Kerrey provisions of the Act because we believe it to be important to the growth of

telemedicine and would allow for greater access to health care services in rural and
underserved areas.

The Act specifically mandates that telecommunications carriers provide
telecommunications services to health care providers serving patients in rural areas at rates
comparable to rates in urban areas. In addition, the FCC’s own Advisory Committee on
Telecommunications and Health Care has stated that the *“discounted rate is critical to the
success of rural telemedicine, and the comparable urban rate should eliminate differences in

urban and rural rates created by distance.” As Congress intended, we believe the definition
of “rate” should be construed broadly.

Many dedicated physicians and health care professionals provide essential medical services

in small private offices, often in remote and isolated areas across the country. In order to be
able to continue to provide quality health care services, individuals practicing in rural areas

must often pay excessively high long-distance charges just to be able to access Internet and

other telecommunications services. The ability to access these and many other services at

affordable rate would allow physicians and health care providers to deliver the best health
services possible.
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We urge you to support the “universal access” provisions of the Act because we believe
that these provisions are fair and would improve the quality of health services in many
needed areas of the United States.

Sincerely,

American College of Radiology

Amencan Medical Association

cc: James H. Quello, Rachelle B. Chong, Susan Ness, Regina M. Keeney

w
W
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J
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

Cheryl L. Parrino, Chairman 610 North Whitney Way
Daniel J. Eastman, Commissioner P.0. Box 7854
Joscph P. Mettner, Commissioner Madison, WI 53707-7854
April 28, 1997 P
BY FAX & BY MAIL
Chairman Reed Hundt - MAY 1 1997

Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington DC 20554

Re:  Inthe Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service

Dear Commissioner Quello:

Next week you will be making one of the most important decisions on telecommunications since
divestiture. Structuring a universal service plan to assure reasonably available and affordable
services to all is a challenge, and your determinations will be critical to the entire nation.

The universal service decision will address many issues, on most of which there are divergent
points of view. All the issues are complex or controversial. I would like to share some brief
observations and opinions on a few of these items.

Proxy Models

I understand the goal of proxy models as used in the universal service context is to simplify the
process of determining costs. Based on experience, I recognize that cost studies are expensive
and can be time intensive from a regulatory perspective. I would like to see a process that
minimizes costs and regulatory intervention; however, I agree with Joint Board Commissioner
Julia Johnson that none of the proxies in this proceeding is ready for use. On this matter, I urge
you not to make a final decision. As this whole cost issue is examined in the months ahead, I
would encourage the FCC (and the continuing Joint Board) to consider more reliance on state
commission efforts to identify the costs of service.

Transition Plan

I support the position of the state members of the Joint Board that encourages use of the
alternative transition plan as part of the overall universal service decision. The initial Joint Board
decision presents a grave potential to harm rural areas and actually diminish universal service.

The alternative plan maintains more support for rural areas and companies. It offers continued
incentives for infrastructure investment, avoids an immediate potential for local rate increases, and
supports expanded service and growth in the rural areas.

The various provisions of the transition plan, including continued universal service support for
- second residential lines and business lines, will protect universal service in all parts of the nation.

Pbone: (608) 266-5481 Fax: (608) 266-3957 TTY: (608) 267-1479
Home Page: http://badger.state. wl us/agencies/psc/
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The Universal Service Challenge

I am very aware of the challenge this case presents. As a commissioner for several years, I have
been in your shoes as you attempt to minimize costs while maintaining support for the many
goals encompassed in the concept of universal service. I believe attention to meeting these goals
is of paramount importance. Meeting all these needs may require a measured and reasoned
approach that recognizes all goals may not be achievable at once. The impacts of these unjversal
service provisions on local rates could be so high as to negate the very intentions of the universal
service fund programs. It would be the ultimate irony if steps taken to protect and promote
universal service were in fact a contributor to its downfall.

Joint Boards

The Joint Board process is not painless, but it works. I support continued reliance on this process
to shepherd further universal service changes. I applaud the public comments by Chairman
Hundt on a commitment to ongoing Joint Board involvement. The work of the separations Joint
Board—in process now—will be a critical input in the ongoing evaluation of universal service.

Access Charges
Some access charge reductions are needed; however, careful weighing of goals is required.

Overzealous access charge reductions could jeopardize support for rural areas and low income
customers and increase pressures for increases in local rates.

In conclusion, I support your efforts and recognize your challenge. I encourage you to consider
these comments as you deliberate these important issues.

Sincerely,

Chery! L. Parrino
Chairman

CLP:GAE:jah:h:\ss\lette\FCCJoint BAUSF-4-28-97-GAE

¢c: Brad. Ramsay, NARUC
John F O'Neal, NRTA
Michael E. Brunner, NTCA
John N. Rose, OPASTCO
Roy M. Neel, USTA
Governor Tommy G. Thompson
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The Commiggion currently 13 considering many imporant isses 0 contection with revisiony w

the universal service tund, One of those concerns is whether enhanced service previders (TESPS will b
considered "providers of wivcemmunications services” under subsectiona 23khkd) and idi o the

Canvunications Acl Some parties have prged the Cemmission w conclude that 5]

{COTL

are ontside the
s de Communications Act definition of providers ot elecommunicationy services and. ther
are not subject o umversal service obligarions. I Comp Vel’s view. dhis definaional exemption from
universal service pavments weounld creale many more protlems dianh i solves, Moureovern, i would ser a
dangerous and whollv unnecessary precedent,

Section 1330431 ¢f the Act delines "wlecommunications” as “the wansmission. betwden or among
puints specified by the user, of information of the user's ciovsing. withowt change 1 e formar or conen
of the inlormation as senl and received.” A Melecommunications service” 5 defined by Section 1331400 2
"the offering of relecommunicatiens for a fee directly 1o the public. or to such clagges of users as 1w be
effectively available directly 1o the public. regardiess of the factlities used.” In corparison, "information
serviee” is defined by Seetion {5326} as "the oitering of'a “;u::-xhxi;rv for generaring acquiring. stering.
rransforming. processing.

retrieving. utilizing or making available information via elecopmumications.
but doees notinelude such tunctions when used for internal u;;wm‘k PUIPOses vniy,

These terms generally are befieved 1o be cquivatent o the Commissivn’s "hagie service” and
“enhanced service” definitions, However, upon closer examinarion, in iz apparent that there i substantial
overiap between them, For example. "acquiring,” "ratrieving” or "making svailable” information
is aecomplished through u teiecommunicaticny service. s possible 1o be both an Minformanon se
aral 2 “relecommunicutions service.”
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