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Office of Secretary

TO: Commissioner Rachelle Chong
DOCKETFILE COpyORIG

FR: W. Eugene Daxter, Dr. P.B., Administrator INAL

RE: TclccommunicI1ti011S Regulations

DATE: May 7, 1997

Intcgris Bass Baptist Health Center asks for your conside)'ation and support oftwo matters within
the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

.. Universal Service should SLWporl dislwwe C;halics.
To bring telecommunications for health eare providers from f'sirview, Oklahoma to a huh
site in Enid, Oklahoma would be cost prohihitive. Fairview is 45 milcs from Enid. If
u.s. Territory West base rates of$14 pcr mile per month were used, a base C()l)l of$7,560
per year would be required. Budget expenditures of 55,000-510,000 per year arc critical
items in rur"l hospitals.

Many ruml hospital boards would be forced to choose between necessary itelns and
telecommunicati<.ll1 in their annual budgets. The elimination of distance charges is
essential to cncourage nll'al hospitn.Js to participate in a network that can bring needed
services to rural Oklahomans who cannot access those services on their own.

Ul1ivcrsal Service should syp,p0rt toll-free connectioJl~ to the Internet

Many rural health care providers access the Internet as a valuable tool to support their
educational needs and clinical practices.

Rural areas are asked t.o pay toU charges to reach an Intcrnct Scrvicc Provider (lSP).
This is another cost barrier to the utili7.ation ofthe telecommunication netw(,lrks as a
valuable mcdieallool. We request. your support for long distance charges associated with
the use oflSP.
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Dear Commissioner Chong:

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M S1. NYV, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology \vell
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. \Ve would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

~ C' Io.. opics rec'd
/·\[$C:[j.E: --...:..._-

~-~---"'-_._.--~-----
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May 7,1997
Federal Communications Commisaioh

Office of Secretary

Sent by FAX

FCC Commissioner Mr. James Quello -- FAX: 202-418-28q~)(l',.

FCC Commissioner Rachel1e Chong -- FAX: 202-418-282() ..··~,r:TAILE
FCC Commissioner Susall Ness -- FAX: 202-418-2821 COPYOII!GINA/.

SUBJECT: Telecommunications Relations Affecting Telemediciuc

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of the Michigan Health & Hospital Association's 167 hospitals, of
which over 100 are located in nIral Michigan towns, villages and cities, I extend our
::mpport tor a "'Univt:rsal Service Policy" which is part ofthe implementation of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

M.HA is supportive of the .FCC's Advisory Committee on Telecommunications
and provide rural access to telecommunications services at about the same overall costs
that are faced by urban health care providers. Elimination of distance charges is
essential.

Additionally, Ml fA supports the toll free connectiol1s to the Internet. Eligible rural
health care providers should receive support to help pay toll charges if they cannot
connect to the Internet via a local call.

Thank you for your consideration of MBA'g comments_

LauTa J" Redoutey
Group Vice President, Advocacy

LJR:bw
-<._----_... ~ .._----

SPP.N('.littJOHNSON. PRliSIDl!Nl"

MIS wesrSt-JOSL"h tligbwuy • l.llnsl.ng, Mkhil!llU48917 • (517) 323-3443 • Pax ('717) 323-0946
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May 7, 1997

Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Fax # 202-418-Zg20

RE: Universal Service Vote

Dear Commissioner Chong:

JaCKETFILECQ
PYORIGINAL

Please support this universal service policy as being a key element for small rural hospitals in
using telemedicinc s)'st~ms. This also will help deliver a cost etTective Internet service to our
facihty.

Our facility is a 73 bed rural hospital located in Central Illinois. Our population consists of
mainly medicare and medicaid recipients. We are looking to provide better service to OUI

residents hy using a telemedicine system. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Deborah Campbell
Administrator

---_.._-----
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To:
Fax #:

Subject:

Date:

Pages:

Commissioner Rachelle Chong
202-418-2820
Upcoming Vote by FCC Commissioners on Telecommunications Regulations
Affecting Telemedicine
May 7, 1997

2, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

From the desk of...

Judith Pierce
Executive SecretaI)'

Community Methodist Hospital
P. O. Box 48

Hender$on. Kentucky 42420

=02 827 7500
Fax: 5028'Z7 7402
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May 7,1997

Carol Blevins Ormay
Vice PresidentlMemherlihip Services
Kentucky IIospitaiAssociation
P. O. Box 24163
J...()uisviRe, Kentucky 40224-0163

Dear Ms. Onnay:

RECeiVED
MAYEX PARTE OR LATE FILED ...~ 9 1997

FederalC
Ol1lfilunica.tion '
Office ofsec'8~~mmiSBion

DOCKETFILE CopyORIGINAL

.l am writing this letter to show Community MetlwdislII()spilal's support for lhe "universal
servi,~ePI telecommunications po/ic.,'"!J, a pari of the implemenlation of the Telecommunications
Act of /996, wkich ;s to be voted upon this date by FCC Commissioners.

This policy fJoulJ playa lii9nif;canl role in the operations ofsmaO rural hospitals,
e(}ns;dering the ,~osts per mile for a communications line to their facility. UnTe9ulated !(!es
certainly could reduce the ability of thost;? !ac:i/;!ies to bring services inlo their communities
which are so neCQlisary in today's culture.

plCQ$C count Community Mdhodist IIospital among thq. supporters for un;oorsaJ service
regulations.

Very truly yours,

C'OMM UNITY METHODIST HOSPITAL

Bruae D. Begley
E"ecut;vef)i~clor

BDB/jcp

---------
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MAY 9 1997
Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications CommissionEX P'.\ RTT:"~:'" I r;;" '-'I J~deral COfiimunicatic!lsGommisslon

J " ,"- v n ._..... j r.:. r!:- tL) Office of Secretary
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner:

We, a coalition of Alaska's educational leaders, are writing to urge your
approval of the recommendations of the Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service. Those recommendations will come before you on May 8.

Affordable access to advanced telecommunications is an essential element of
equal educational opportunity in Alaska. Affordable access to advanced
technologies can mean that, for the first time, a student in a remote village will
have access to the same abundance of learning resources and opportunities to
interact with people from different cultures and experiences that is available to
any other child in the United States.

The Joint Board's recommendations can lead to an economic, as well as an
educational breakthrough for Alaskans, allowing our students to acquire the
skills to compete in a global workforce and to grow into consumers of new
technology into the 21 st century.

Powerful forces may tell you that the discounts provided for education in the
Joint Board's recommendations are not needed. Others may say that school
districts wouldn't know what to do with advanced telecommunications if they
were available. Neither assertion is true. Alaskan school districts stand ready

to put the technology to use to improve student learning if and when schools

are able to access it through the discounts recommended by the Joint Board,
including connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity.

America has refused to accept any less a standard for its children than equal
educational opportunity--without regard to the accident of birth or geography.



Your vote for the Joint Board's recommendations will honor and advance this

standard for the students in our charge.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration ofthe unique needs ofAlaska's
children.

Sincerely,

~t~
Alaska State Board of Education
801 W. 10th St., Suite 200
Juneau, AK 99801-1894

Jo n eyr, resident
, ational Education Association-Alaska

14 Second St.
Juneau, AK 99801

~'~~L
Richard Mauer, President /0;(
Association of Alaska School Boards
316W.llthSt.
Juneau, AK 99801-1510

dt~/!:;flb:!~
Alaska Association of Secondary

School Principals
1720 Otter Street
Anchorage, AK 99504

c{;; ~..., .,
~ -.

. A..--e-dv ~~t·"-'--
Fredi Buffmire ()C.Y .

Alaska Association ofElementary
School Principals

426 Rogers Rd.
Kenai, AK 99611

~1jv16'~_/~
John Monahan, President
Alaska Association of School

Administrators
326 4th St., #404
Juneau, AK 99801

cc: The Honorable Fran Ulmer
Lieutenant Governor, State ofAlaska

s:\kf\fcclt.doc
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To: Commissioner Ra.chelle Chong,
FCC

202-418-2820

Date:

Pages:

May 7. 1997

1. including this cover sheet.

From: Rudy Reinhardt, CEO

Subject: Telecommunication Regulations Affecting Telemedicine

COMMENfS: Strongly support the implementation ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996.
This act will positively impact our ability to obtain timely medical information in our rural health
care environment. The current rate for telecommunications in the rural area makes Internet
referral setvices too costly for this medical center. Universal service would allow rural health. care
providers better access to telecommunications services. 1urge the FCC to support the subsidy of
distance charges. It is essential for rural health care providers to have ready and reasonably priced
access to infonnation and telemedicine services.
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May 6, 1997

Commissioner Rachelle Chong, Republican

D@ar Commissioner Chong:

UOCKETF[ECOPYOR~/NAL

It is our understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is scheduled to vote
this week to adopt regulations governing "universal service" policies as part ot the
implementation of the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

The universal service policies of the Act mandate that the FCC direct telecommunication
rate subsidies to schools, libraries and rural health providers. In the case of health
care, the FCC must make telecommunication rates for eligible health care providers
comparable to telecommunication rates for similar services in urban areas.

The goal of this provision is to lessen the difference between the quality of health care
services available in urban areas and those in rural areas, many of which suffer from a
lack of health care resources and accesS to medical protessionals, as well as the burden
of being at greater distances trom advanced medical technology and treatment facilities.

We feel that "telehealth" has the potential to help our member hospit:.als and healt.h
syscems improve the quality and lessen the cost of health care delivery in rural areas.
That's why we hope you will help to keep the telecommunications costs for our facilities
as low as possible by adopting the following policy positions related to universal
service provisions:

o Universal service should support distance charges
o universal service should support toll-free connections to the Internet

Thank you for your immediate consideration and support on this issue. If I can provide
additional information, or be of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,

~(W
Terrell M. Cobb
Executive Director

TMC/aj
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May 7,1997

Commissioner Rachen Chong
Fax: 202-418·2200
E-Mail: sness@fcc.gov

Dear Commissioner Chong:
JOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

It is our understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is scheduled to
vote this week to adopt regulations governing "universal service" policies as part of
the implementation of the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

The universal service policies of the Act mandate that the FCC direct
telecommunication rate subsidies to schools, libraries and rural health providers. In
the case of health care, the FCC must make telecommunication rates for eligible health
care providers comparable to telecommunications rates for similar services in urban
areas.

The goal of this provision is to lessen the difference between the quality of health care
services available in urban areas and those in rural areas, many of which suffer from
a lack of health care resources and access to medical professionals, as well as the
burden of being at greater distances from advanced medical technology and treatment
facilities.

We feel that I'telehealth" has the potential to help our member hospitals and health
systems improve the quality and lessen the cost of health care delivery in rural areas.
That's why we hope to help keep the telecommunications costs for our facilities as
low as possible by adopting the following policy positions related to universal service
provisions:

o Universal service should support distance charges.

o Universal service shol,Jld ~l)pport toll-free connections to the Internet.

Thank you for your immediate consideration and support on this issue. If I can provide
additional information, or be of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

evi E. Blackwell
Chief Executive Officer

8135 Goodman Road J Olive Branch. MS ~1l654 I 601 - 8!lS - 4\l1)() J 80n - 477 - 3422 I 901 • :121 - 1400 I t4~ 601 - 895 - 4403
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

, SAN DIEGO CITY SCHOOLS
~ EDUCATOO CENTER • 4100 Normal Street, San Diego, Califomia 92103-2682

(619) 293-8056
FPU«619) 297-5624

April 24, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20544

RECEIVED
_NAY -- 9 1991

FeasralCo .
m:nUDIClUons cOl'llm_

Offlce of SecNta/Y

DOCKETF~ECOPYO~GWAL

RONOTIINGER
President

Dear Commissioner Chong:

As President of the Board of Education, San Diego Unified School District, I am writing to
strongly urge you to support the Joint Federal-State Universal Service Board
recommendation to establish an education rate (e-rate) for public schools and libraries.

Because this district believes strongly that providing all students equal access to
technology is important in public education we have committed significant resources from
our general education fund to wire schools to enable them to connect to the Internet and
are attempting to provide classrooms the necessary hardware. The district has already
applied for and has received a California Public Utilities Commission discount rate
provided for data and voice lines for state public schools, which gives a slightly more than
50 percent savings over regular rates. This provides the district a considerable savings in
utility bills, dollars that come directly out of the regular education program. At this time
there are no additional district funds set aside for the further expansion of technology in
our schools. As a large urban school technology provider we will only be able to provide
Internet access in all classrooms through the availability of further utility discounts.

At this time all of our 160 schools and sites are connected to a Wide Area Network and
have access to the Internet. We are working toward wiring and equipping all classrooms.
The e-rate will go a long way towards making equity possible and we strongly support its
implementation as recommended by the Joint Federal-State Universal Service Board.

Your vote of support on this issue when it comes before you next month would be greatly
appreciated. Thank. you for your consideration.

RO:mer

RS1749

-------------
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Federal COl11munlcations Commission
OOloe of Secretary

1700 Via Casali

EX FABTE OR LATE FILE~o nterey, Ca 93940
April 23, 1997

Hon. Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong,

OOCKErFILECOPrORIGINA/.

You are considering e-rate draft rules (CC Docket No.96-95).
This proposal will give important discounts for
telecommunication services to school districts. I ask your
support for these rules.

These discounts will help schools, which have tight budgets to
accomplish basic educational tasks, reach their goals of having
telecommunications services available to their students.

A YES vote is important to our nation's school children and their
future in an increasingly technological world.

Sincerely,

Classroom Teacher
Foothill School
Monterey, Ca

o
NQ. of Ccpies rec'd. _
LiGt A8CDl::



SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT and
Ht1MAN RESOURCES

Brace Auld
(760) S71S-SS63
(760) 375-4852
FAX 375-33S8

1I••1ll INSTRUcnONAL SERVICES
Perr1Ha7­
(760)375-3928
FAX 375·1959

BUSINESS SERVICES
Michael H. McGrath
(760) S71S·4S40
FAX 376-41562

sPECIAL PROJECTS
Howard N. 8mlth
(760) S71S·S928
FAX 87&-1959

UOCKETF[ECOPYOmGWAL
Dear Commissioner Chong:

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

April 17, 1997

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 Ev I:.r~ I:.:"·'C ('1R' LA"irE· PLt:O./\ ",I! I L. '...." . I i ~"

I am writing to you in regard to the federal liE-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am a locally elected school board member from Sierra Sands Unified School District, and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations
governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of
schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications
services directly to the classrooms where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is
important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the
discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections
should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I
am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the work
force of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue, and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

;;()J $J1
Michael Scott
Board of Education

-----_.
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Dear Commissioner Ra.cheUe Chong:

May 6, 1997o
Strategic
Partners
J1~ tlJP,JUJz8 qftM

l(i1kud Pillmt)Tf Hf(11rJt System

I am writing to urge you to vote for the Universal Service Policy which is part of
the implementation ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. The Millard
Fillmore Health System, a large health care delivery system in western New
York, is affiliated with several rural hospitals through our network, Strategic
Partners. These rural providers are trying to continue, on ever dwindling
reimbursements. to render access to care to the communities they serve. They
are an extremely vital link in providing primary care to rural America. The goal
ofthe Act to lessen the difference between the levels ofhealth care services
available to people in urban and rural areas. who suffer from a lack ofhealth care
resources and access to medical professionals. Telehealth can greatly improve
the quality and lessen the costs ofhealth care in rural areas, but only if
telecommunications costs for telehealth applications can be lowered.

Please give your support to this policy.

Sincerely,

/ !

Gail Andrees RN
Director of Strategic Partners
Millard Fillmore Health System

3 Gates Circle
Buffalo, NY 14209

71B-887-4431
Fax: 7H3~87-4069
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TIMs8JIssiooTo: Commissioner Rachelle IChong \

Fax number: (202) 418-2820 I
o Please call to confirm receipt

From: Craig M. Slater. M.D.~ o Please respond by return fax
~

Hospital Medical Dir o Gall only if transmission is incompleteMemorial Hospital t
Gulfport .;.. )\ll' n...."_,.,,.'_' , " .,--.

Our phone:
Our fax:

(601) 865-3565
(601) 865-3214

, of pages including cover page: 1

I understand that the Federal Communications Commission is voting this week to
adopt regulations to govern "universal service" policies as part of the implementation of
the Telecommunication Act of 1996. I further understand that the Act mandates that the
FCC direct telecommunication rate subsidies to rural health care providers. amongst
others.

This subsidy for rural health care providers is essential to the continuing
integration of our health care system-·it allows these rural hearth providers easy
electronic access to resources and professionals that they otherwise could not obtain.
Because of the importance of this issue, I urge you to support universal service that:

a) supports distance charges. and
b) supports toll-free connections to the Internet.
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Commis~ioner Rachelle Chong, Republican
FAX: 202-418-2820

May 7, 1997

Dear Commissioner· Chong:

EX PAtriE OR LATE FIL~KETFILECOPYORIGJNAL

RECE\VED

J4~l- 9 1997
Federal communications Commission

Qftice of SecretarY

It is OUT understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is scheduled to vote this week to
adopt regulations governing "universal service" policies as part of the implementation of the
Telecommunication Act of 1996.

The universal service policicll of the Act mandate that the FCC direct telecommunication ratc suhsidies
ro schools, libraries and TUfal health providers. In the case of health care, the FCC must make
telecommunication rates fOf eligible health care providers comparable to telecommunications rates for
similar services in urban areas.

The goal ofthis provision is to lessen the difference between the quality of health care services available
in urban areas and those in rural areas, many of which suffer from a lack of health care resources and
access to medical professionals. as well as the burden of being at greater distances from advanced medical
lcchnology and treatment facilities.

We fet:l that "telehealth" has the potential to help our member hospitals and health systems improve the
quality and lessen the cOSl of health care delivery in rural areas. That'g why we hope to help keep the
telecommunications costs for our facilities as low as possible by adopting the following policy positions
related lO universal service provisions:

* Universal service should support distance charges.

* Universal service should suppon loll-free conncct1om; to the Internet.

TJmnk you for your immediate consideration and support on rhis issue. If I can provide additional
information. or he of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

------_._--------
CHK/bh

Affiliated with
Gilmore Health SYSt9m. Inc. "Caring Today for a Healthier Tomorrow" Tllillphone: 601-256-7111

FAX: 601-256-3133
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This facsimile oontains CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION which also may ba
LEGALLY PRIVILEGED and which is intended only for the use of the
Addressee named below. If you are Dot the intended recipient of
this facsimile, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering
it to the intended recipient, you are hereby Dotified that any
dissemination or copying of this facsimile is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this fac~imile in error, please immediately
notify us by telephone and return the original facsimile to us at
the above address via the Un'ited states postal Service. THANK YOU.

DATE: -::::.j_-_7~_q----:;7 TIME : st'-~__o_~_p_t>\ _

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE CALL BACK IMMEDIATELY
601/756-2711

COMMENTS: - _



MAY- 7-97 WED 4:29 PM P ,'"'. 1.

FAX

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Commissioner Rachelle Chong

OOCKET FILE COpyORIGINAL

f~9~~~
-------------~~~,~~-------------

,Uf/./"Witat.s4- . g a..LJ~~ .~1"(H4'§1'-.t7~~ t ~9G-4~S-
~~..f~/7-f

May 6, 1997

It is our understanding that the Federal Communications
Commission is scheduled to vote this week to adopt regulations
governing "universal service" policies as part of the
implementation of the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

The universal service policies of the Act mandate that the FCC
direct telecommunication rate subsidies to schools, libraries and
rural health providers. In the case of health care, the FCC must
make telecommunication rates for eligible health care providers
comparable to telecommunications rates for similar services in
urban areas.

The goal of this provision is to lessen the difference between
the quality of health care services available in urban areas and
those in rural areas, many of which suffer from a lack of health
care resources and access to medical professionals, as well as the
burden of being at greater distances from advanced medical
technology and treatment facilities.

We feel that "telehealth" has the potential to help our member
hospitals and health systems improve the quality and lessen the
cost of health care delivery in rural areas. That's why we hope to
keep the telecoInIllunications costs for our facilities as low as
possible by adopting the following policy positions related to
universal service provisions:

1. universal service should support distance charges.
2. Universal service should support toll-free connection

to the Internet.

Thank you for your immediate consideration and support on this
issue. If I can provide additional information or be of assistance
in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

RLC/cb

OBERT L.CR~
Administrator
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May 2, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

UOCI<ETFILE COPYORIGINAL

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner:

E)(

I am a superintendent from Wenatchee School District, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to
the Internet and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a
year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring Services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This
plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

This discound would enable us to direct funds toward software, hardware and
other educational resources needed by our students and teachers. It would
allow us to continue directing funds toward staff development, basic skills
progranls and state and local academic reform initiatives. It would help us
increase the quality and quantity of Internet service to our students and staff.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year,
I urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

rely,

~.ht;1d~
ohn W. Gordon

Superintendent
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