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Payless Cashways. Inc.

IS/OPERATIONS

Feder.1J Communications Commi.~lon

1919 M SliCCt, NW
WlIShington, DC 205~

Roo' """.... Communi,,"".. ;" DeC Dook"N~
Dear Ch.irmUl Reed 1:. IlI.I:1d~:

I am writing to e;(pr~ Payl~ Ci:>h\ll~Y~ Illc 's COllcem about the possible Federal CommWlicouons
Commission :ic~ion which could substantially ~se our telephon~ bi!l$. 0",· informa.tion is that the
Commission will vote May 6 on. a.!non~ other thin~s, the imposition ora "Pair ;mil E~uiu:.Lle Rate Char,c"
vf$4.50 pcr month beginning tlW coming JllIusry, which would iner.ase to $6.00 per month nell.t year, and
t.~! inerease of the 10000al e%r.~hllnet: C'.tlm"lll~yts "Subscriber Line CI1Qe" of$3.50. to be used to wire
schools and libraries for the Iritemet.

We do nOt question the Wisdom of wirini schools and libraries, and we had no objcc:Liun Lu il.:\ illdusioll ill
llU; Tdccoll1ll1uWc;a.t10ns Aet or 1996. I\4:hcr, we qu~tiol1 U\e rn:1Nler in which tllis new eh21"8~ i~ to be
levied, and the fact th:Jt till!! Commission ha~ to our knowledee not determined how the money might best
be distributed. R.eliab1e studies hliVe shuwll Ihl.L uusiuess c;ustomers arc: already overcharged siCnifi<:a."ltly
by their loc::.1 telepltone -::~mplUlie£, "nd we wonder why tn:lt tnt'l","~ wnuld Mt be used to accomplIsh the
wcrilly lOa! of wlnng s~ho('lls and J:b~ic~.

If u';~s'.! ~hll"S~"' ~re in~!ituted. the ~pac! O!'l us would bt: subsuntial, because Payless Cashwa)'s Inc. h01:l
41 SO telephone linCli, n:Jiulliug ill yearly surc;har~es of$403,440.00. We ClO&:ider thit Eurebarge to be
unduly burdemome, and we e2JUKll imaSin'!" rh:l/ Ihj.~ r.n~r2e reflects [he intent of <.:ongress When it.actet to
brJ1~ aavaneed technoloiri to America's clasSl"l't'ms.

w~ ask )'n.11 'f.'·r.on~ider the effect:hat such a proposal would have on rera1lers, who arc incrC'l£:iin~lJ Ic:liill.llt
or. tel=communkauons ;(1 Ilre IlJUtill: miU'l~gcmer.t.,ftheir bU3iraell3. We appreciate yoW' considr.2tion.

Susan M. Stanton
President and COO
P3.ylst£ Cllihways Inc.

May 1, 1997

~Ar~~ (.;AS"WATS

FURROW
LUMBERJACK
'"UGH M. WOODS
SOMEllVrLU: LUMaEA
~Nnx IIIMAFI'I

o
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via FAX 202·418-280 I

Morris M. Galloway Jr.
Dean of AdministrAtive Services

May 1,1997

1 803 833 8481

WNT~.IoL:.

16:05

We ccrl~,inly hope that the commission rejects <lilY :;uch ideas.

Presbyterian College is greatly concerned by reports of possible incrc~.')cs in the cap on
business multj~line Suhscriber Une Charges (SLC) and pre-subscribed lines V'SL) surcharges. One
)"l;pOI'( illllictl(~d thl;; possibility ofan Increase of $8.00 per month charge for each business line
including each Centrex lane. Such a charg,e, depending 011 how implemented, could cost J>resbyteJ'lan
ColJcg~ more lImn $8.000.00 pcr month: the equivalent of more than five full scholarships including
tuition, fees, I'CJom, and bum·d. Or. looking lit it another way. this would represent an increase of
almosl 33% in our !ocnl telephone service bill.

Chtlirman Reed E. Ilundt
F~dcJ'nl Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Wushington, DC 20554

It", 13, Pa"o Communication in CC nock..NO'~
Dcor Chilirman Hundt:

Presbyterian Collegc i5 certainly not alone alllong institutiuns ufhigher education using
Cl,;ulrux services. A ny proposal that increases fees for husincssc..<; also affects coll~ges, \llliV~l"sjli~s,

und Otl1Cl' non profits which 11lUSl purcha~c busincss telephone services.

The provi:iion of discounted telecommunications services for K·12 schools, libraries, and
1ll1'1l1 health facilities may be a worthwhile public policy goal but if so it should be funded directly by
(:ollf.n:ss, not in thi$ manner.

Thank you for considcring our position Ollihis maHer. Once again we hope thal discounted
telecommunication services for K·) 2 schools, libraries. and rural health facilities would not be
subsidi,..ed through increases in business telephone fees that feed the Universal Service Fund.

MMG:jwc
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Bostor\ UniVe.Isity

Office uf ·1\:1Ilcomrnllnk.1tion~
25 'Buick Street .
BOl>wn. M<lSSllChu~etks 02215
Tel: 617/353·2097
F:L1C ':'17/.353.205.;

April 29, 1997
j.i :
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,r.. Unit nflnformatiol'l Technology

Chainnan Reed E. Hundt
FederaJ Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554 /

Regarding ExPal1e Communications in CC Docket No.~

Dear Coml1lission~r Hundt,

MAY 2 1997

··::.~jO!l
,,~~/y

1have become llware ofyour proposal to fnnd the new USF and the associated initiative to wire Am.erica'$
schooTs fWd Jibraries to the internet It is a.larmmg! I have calculated the budget impact next fiscal year Lu
be approxilllately $1,200,000 due to this proposal. This will obviously have grave impacts on this
bud~et l:IJ1U amongst other things, would probably curtail our efforts to wire our OWn dam1s.

Apparently, your prop()~al would create new interstate charles (pERC) of$4.50 per Hue per month an.d
raise the subscrib~ line charge (SLC) from a cap of$6.00 to $9.50. W'hilc I understand carriers would
provide some flow because ot'Iower pre minute access charges, this would have a pu:litive impact ofonly
$50,000 a 'L;3.T or .004% ofthe total increase. Hardly an off-set. Last yeal' we Wl;1re promised lower Tl:lles;
whaL happenKd along the way and how does it make sense to generate aboulll 53 billion dollar fund 50lely
from non-carrier businesses, which is virtually a new tax on our comwunications lines: What about the
excessive "SUbsidies" still going to LEC OlCcounts which translate wto higher profits for them? Why is it
that so SUddenly - this proposal surfaces, whieh will obviou.c;ly have st:riuus nceative impact on American
husiness?

I do not see in the proposal any trel1tment of Centrex lines bei.Il~ treated the same way
as PBX's by usin~ a PBX-equivalent formula. The eff~ct ofthis is that Boston Univer.r;ity would be: paying
85% more than a university across the rivCJ" who has the :iame switch but ~caust: it ~it'!O on their premises
they wouId only pay IS% (the trunk ¢quivalency) of what Boston University pay!'i. ft doem't make sense.
Also, if the proposal were to treat student lines as business lines, tbe effc:ct to RU would cost us an
additional 40% ofSl,200,OOO.

Please reconsider this proposal. While I admire your ambitiousness and commitment tl'l connect our
libraries nnd schools to the Ii1tern~l, this man.ner of funding would saddle small and large businesses with
the entire burden. The ecollOlllic I::trects ofthis would be di!'ia.'!Otro\1s. Instead. of e:-;pallding America's
telecommunication systems l1J.is proposal would instigate contraction ofour networks. This is a vel)' bad
position for Wi to be in aad Iltppeal to you to withdmw the entire proposal.

Tn closing, please feellr~e to call me !U 617-353-7432 jf I can provide any additional information to help
clarify the budgetary ilisues and the negaLive effects of this proposal at 80stol1 University.

Si.l1c~rely yours,

JaWI::l A. Shea
Din:ctur No. of Copies rec·d.__I__­

Ll~tABCDc

~-=--_._-------
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Vice President for Business Affairs

April 30, 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federnl Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554 ,

Ex Parte Communications in CC Docket No. ~262 (

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY 2 1997

Mississippi State University has learned through the Association of College and University
Telecomrnunicanons Administrators (ACUTA) of the FCC's possible consideration of
cenain increased monthly charges to generate additional revenue for the Universal Service
Fund. Specifically, we understand that there is a proposal on the table to raise the cap on
business multi-line Subscriber Line Charges by $3.50 per line and .impose a pre-subscribed
line surcharge of approxiI11<1.tely $4.50 per line.

'While we fully appreciate the FCC's obligation to implement the Telecommunications Act of
1996, we would urge you to considermore equitable measures to achieve the revenue goals
for the Universal Service Fund. The increases described above, if implemented, would
impact this institution (an 8500 line Centrex system) by over $800,000 per year. This would
be an increase of more than 50% over our current cost for local telephone service. These
increases seem to unfairly target business users, especially Centrex systems like ours, with a
disproportionate share of the universal service burden.

~J)}~-
Leah T. Nonnan
Vice President, Business Affairs

L1N/trl

cc: Senator Trent Lott
Senator Thad Cochran
Congressman Chip Pickering
Brian Moir, Attorney
Jeri Semer, ACUfA
Dr. Donald Zacharias

P. O. Drawer 5227 • Mi5Sissippi Slate, MS 39762-5227 • Phone (601) 325·2231

No. of Copies rec'd__/ _
Ust PoBGGt1
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May 1, 1997

via FAX 202-418-2801

Morris M. Galloway Jr.
Dean of Administrative Services 0

No. ot CCP;'3S rec'd'--- _
List A8eD'::

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554 .

RE, Ex Parte Communication in CC Docket No.~
Dear Chairman Hundt:

We certainly hope that the commission rejects any such ideas.

Presbyterian College is greatly concerned by reports of possible increases in the cap on
business multi-line Subscriber Line Charges (SLC) and pre-subscribed lines (PSL) surcharges. One
report indicated the possibility of an increase of $8.00 per month charge for each business line
including each Centrex line. Such a charge, depending on how implemented, could cost Presbyterian
College more than $8,000.00 per month: the equivalent of more than five full scholarships including
tuition, fees, room, and board. Or, looking at it another way, this would represent an increase of
almost 33% in our local telephone service bill.

The provision of discounted telecommunications services for K-12 schools, libraries, and
rural health facilities may be a worthwhile public policy goal but if so it should be funded directly by
Congress, not in this manner.

Presbyterian College is certainly not alone among institutions of higher education using
Centrex services. Any proposal that increases fees for businesses also affects colleges, universities,
and other non profits which must purchase business telephone services.

MMG:jwc

Thank you for considering our position on this matter. Once again we hope that discounted
telecommunication services for K-12 schools, libraries, and rural health facilities would not be
subsidized through increases in business telephone fees that feed the Universal Service Fund.

Presbyterian College. P.O. Box 975. 503 South Broad Street. Clinton, South Carolina 29325 .. (864) 833-2820
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... '. N'ORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION .OF .
INOEPENIPENT. COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

, .
. ~e ask that the proposed iegulations be reconsidered. or changed. to eliminate the severe
negative~ fqr higher education institutions.'. . . .' '. .... .

Thank you.for.your ~idcration aod com:ern.

.The pioposed~ iii .monthly 'charges, laudable ao&1sof the JegislatiOllnotwitl;\standinI.
will raiic te~unicationcosts as much as 25% foe~t collcp IncI univc:rsities that
are Ilggressive1y ljcdiJcma costs in order to moderate annual incrC8SC$ in their tuition and fees.
Indeed. operating budgets are alrCady SCl. for our iDStibltiolis through the 1998' fiscal year. The
immediatc'andlonger te,f.iD impact ofthe proposed fces may upset.the financial equilibrium of
some ins#tutions; . .

A. HOl"1E WIL.LIAMS
PRESIDENT

MAY 2 ·199],

r.... f' . . .r t .' ~ r'·· r - 1
·1 ..... V,,--- 1. \ '<.'- r,

~.... I j L.: 1..1

April 30.1997

c: Brian Moir
Jeri Scm&:r . .

. . i
.The Honorable Jesse Helms
The Honorab~.Lauch FairCloth
The HOnOrable David Price

Mr. R.E. Hundt
Chairman .
F.alComm~ Cominission
1919MStreet, N\iI .
Washingrm,DCi20554

RE: ExP~~inCCOod<eIN9.~
Dear Mr. Hundt>

It has~ t010Ul" attention that reJU1abons IebeinJ considered by the Federal
CommunicationsiComInission pursuant to·the·1e1ec:cxmDunications 'Ac~ of 1996 requiremalt of

.discountedtel~ services for K-12 schools, libraries, and. rural health facilities
subsidized through the Universal ServiCc Fund. ThcscreJulaticins include raising the cap on
bUsiness multi·lmc SubSCriber Line Charges (SLC) and impositi~ ofa pre subscribed line (PSL)
swdJarge. These!cbanges would have a significant Delabve impact on the iJldependent colleges
arid universities dfNorih Carolina. .
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April 30, 1997

THEIJ
UNIVERSITY

OFUTAH

Office 01 tbe President

203 Park Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112

(801) 581·5701
FAX (801) 581-6892

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554
Via Fax (202) 418-2801 i

Re: Ex Parte Communication in CC Docket No. 96-262J
Priority: Urgent (FCC to vote on proposal May 6, 1977)

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

• The cap on business multi-line Subscriber Line Charges (SLC) may be
raised from $6.00 per line to $9.50 per line per month, including Centrex
lines.

• A Pre-Subscribed Line (PSL) surcharge will be imposed on business users.
The charge is anticipated to be $4.50 per multi-line business line. The
$4.50 per month charge would also apply to each Centrex line.

It has come to the attention of the University of Utah that the Federal Conummi­
cations Commission (FCC) is considering a proposal that will target multi-line busil1ess
customers as a resource to support an initiative to upgrade the intem:l1 wiring and nc:twork
accessibility of public K-12 schools and libraries, access to the netw,)rk for rural health
care facilities, and increase lifeline services.

Jerilyn S. Mcintyre .

Interim President

As a higher education institution with a six-hundred-bed teac:hing hospital and the
home of the Utah Education Network responsible for supporting distance learning
throughout the entire state of Utah, we fully recognize the importance of this initiati"e.
However, as a 12,OOO-line Centrex customer, the proposed method cffunding woulc.likely
be the undoing of our own communication infrastructure.



Chainnan Reed E. Hundt
April 30, 1997
Page Two

• The Salt Lake City cap on second residential lines may be raised frorr $3.50
to $6.00 per month. This will affect University employees and studerts who
telecommute.

• Cellular, PCS, and paging customers may be assessed a $1.00 fee per
telephone number per month.

If these rate increases are approved, the annual impact to the University ofU1ah
will exceed $1,152,000. This amount is greater than our total annual budget for campus
networking and infrastructure renovation, thereby rendering helpless the very institurion
that is responsible for supporting K-12 distance learning and rural health care servicf:s in
Utah.

In addition to the proposed increases, the University of Utah also stands to lose an
additional $78,000 per year of revenue if the Interstate access charges are cut by 40 to 50
percent as proposed by the FCC.

Due to the disproportionate share of responsibility the propm:ed plan places (In the
University of Utah, in an effort to accomplish the universal service social agenda, I
strongly encourage you help us convince the Chainnan of the FCC tl) reconsider his
proposed plan and seek more equitable means of funding.

Sincerely,

-
:'~, .

'lyn S. McIn:yre
Interim President

JSM/lm

cc: Thomas G, Nycum, Vice President for Administrative Services
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CANISIUS COLLEGE
2001 MAIN STREET • BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14208·1098

May 1,1997 ,-;,'.. : • < •• I .~ Jil L~TE FILED

Re: Ex Parte Communication in CC Docket No. 96-262

Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
FCC MAY 2 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt: QI . ')~/;'-:-:!~sion
,;y

This is to register our extreme concern about the proposal to increase Subscnber Line Charges
(SLC), Pre-subscriber line surcharges (PSL), and the "universal service social agenda
obligation fee" for cellular, PCS, and paging services. Such charges will increase the cost of
perfonning scholarly work for students and faculty. The cost of doing business for everyone at
the College will increase. The College and its constituencies cannot afford these increases. We
do not want these charges to be implemented.

We are also concerned about the proposal to reduce Interstate access charges. The College
shares this revenue with its telephone provider. This is an important source of revenue for the
College, and helps minimize the net cost of providing voice and data services to Canisius
faculty, students, and staff We want to keep these Interstate access charges at their current
levels.

Sincerely,

.,.'7 /~i// .,IA
f··t""-·,: ." .

/ ".
~/"

Joel A. Cohen, Ph. D.
Director ofInfonnation Technology Services

~o. of Copies rec'd /
L:;;;t j-'1,BCGE '-L-

1-t:\USERS'COHEN\CURRENNcc.doc



AfAY 2- 1997
h-::.~;:·

Mr. Reed E. Hunt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N W
Washington, D. C. 20554 .

Re: Ex Parte Communications in CC Docket No. ~-2621
Dear Mr. Reed,

2237 Saratoga Drive
Findlay, Ohio 45840
April 28, 1997

lJ'OCKET FILE Copy ORIGINAL

The purpose of my letter is to register my very strong opposition to the
proposed FCC regulations concerning Lfiulti-line users. While your goal of
wiring public schools, libraries and rural health care agencies to the Internet is
noble, the $3 billion cost should not be directed to businesses. Instead local
authorities or school districts should pursue this if they deem it to be
necessary. The proposed regulations are essentially a social program that has
never ever been brought to the voters.

I have written my Senators and Congressman as well to ensure that they are
aware of my strong opposition to these proposed regulations. I sincerely hope
that you will seriously consider abandoning these very costly regulations that
the consumers of goods and services will ultimately have to pay.

Sincerely,

~;T~
RichardF. Giroux 7


