
Do NOT impose the modem tax.
Marc

Never underestimate the power of stupid people in large groups.

From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

Marc Dutro <mdutro@asacomp.com>
A7.A7(RHUNDT,JQUELLO,SNESS,RCHONG)
May 5,1997 10:09pm
Modem Tax

SUNSHINE PERIOD
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Jack Albrecht <coyote7@ix.netcom.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)

May 6,1997 9:03am RF=C-EH //, r!"

support of library and school telecomm discoun~A"ET ~.~/ - 5 IJ1='l'! ,
UVV"I FILE COpy ~....,0»

Dear Commissioner Chong: ORIGlNAJlAY 6

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

I am a librarian with the San Diego Public Library system. I want to
add my voice of support in favor of telecommunications discounts for
libraries and schools. These discounts will be a boon to libraries and
schools that have suffered greatly from funding and staff cutbacks.
Please vote "YES!!!" for this essential ingredient in the education
piel

Federal Communi " '.
Oft· catIons CommlSllmnIce of Secrstaly

Thank You! SUNSHINE PERIOD
«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»
jack albrecht
coyote7@ix.netcom.com
http://pw2.netcom.com/-coyote7/Iibrarian/cove.htmI

«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»«*»



Please accept another voice in the support of the recommendations of the
Federal-State Joint Board calling for discounts ranging from 20-90% on all
types of telecommunications services. Libraries and schools would benefit
greatly from these discounts.

From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

Marie SCROGGS <scroggs@scis.acast.nova.edu>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
May 5, 1997 11 :35pm
a vote for libraries and schools

Thank you.

Marie Scroggs,
District Librarian
Westside School District
Lancaster, CA 93536

scroggs@scis.nova.edu

SUNSHINE PERIOD



Dear Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong:

As a school, public, and academic librarian for the past 25 years, I am an
advocate of supporting all libraries with the best possible price available.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<ccostant@sanac.usiu.edu>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
May 5,1997 8:17pm
Discounts for schools and libraries

DOcKET FILE COpy (~G) ~~ l{S
ORIGINAL

. ... RECEIVED

NAY 6 1991
FederalCommunicauo '

Office ofSecr~~~mmISBlon

As you well-know, these libraries service the young, the old, the abled,
the disabled, the have's and have not's so I hope you will support a large
discount for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,
Connie Costantino
Director of University Libraries
Walter Library
United States International University
10455 Pomerado Road
San Diego, CA 92131
(619) 635-4553 phone
(619) 635-4689 fax

SUNSHINE PERIOD



I wish to go on record as being opposed to the "Universal Service Plan" now
before you. As with most such grand endeavors proposed by the government, it
seems we, the small business community, will bear the brundt of financing it.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Greetings:

Robert J. Fehn, Sr. <fehnb@jerseycape.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG,sness,jquello,rhundt)
May 6,1997 12:51pm
Universal Service Plan

SUNSH'N~E COPey'OL q~--lf~
RIG/NAt.
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NAY 6 1991
Federal CommuRi .

Ofr tatums COnJml.lIlA "Ice Of Sacr'fr1ry ",n

We already provide reduced rates to schools in our area, as does every other
small and large ISP I have talked with, my company, Jersey Cape Information
Systems Inc. provides school services AT COST which is actually less than
what the schools will pay to Bell Atlantic (at a projected 44% discount off
normal rates) or some other big ISP since we will be out of business shortly
after your proposal goes into effect. This only helps the large carriers
once again and steps on the people who built and grew the Internet along
with the gov't in the early days.

Yes, there are reasons to give disadvantaged school districts and rural
hospitals reduced pricing but OPEN YOU EYES and look around you, WE ALREADY
ARE!
We don't need the gov't imposing new taxes and fees that will drive our
customers away. Who do you think will actually benefit? Schools, Hospitals
and Libraries? Some will, most won't, but rest assured the PHONE COMPANIES
will!

Please have an open mind and think about this for a moment: The phone
companies are now providing Internet Access the same as we, small business,
also provides. Only thing is, they own the networks that that we pay dearly
to use, they have access to all our records such as number of lines, POP
site locations, busy calling times, where calls come from, who is calling
and how long they stay on line, what our costs are, etc.. We payout approx
$100,000 a year in line charges, data, and voice, installation costs, T1
charges, etc just to keep Bell Atlantic happy and we are a small ISP with
180 lines available to the public.
Their costs for these same services are non-existant and can only be shown
on paper. Is there an unfair advantage here? YES! Is there an antitrust
action here? Possibly...

The point is, they will benefit and we will be forced out of business. Not a
happy prospect. Any legislation that puts additional costs on the comsumer,
or on us, will kill us since we can't drop our rates or pass the cost on to
compensate like they can.

Is this another disguised plan to pay the Bell companies to upgrade their
infrastructure? Looks that way from where I sit. Here we have billion dollar
companies that claim they can't afford to increase capacity to meet demand
since the small ISP and modem using consumer have "clogged" their switchs.
What a line of crap that is! When I need to add 50 more phone lines do I
pass the cost on to my customers? Not if I wish to keep them I don't! I eat
it! I get it from the portion of profit I have put aside or I lease
equipment or I borrow money but I do it and I DON'T pass the cost on to my
customers. How can we let this continue? We should not pay for their lack of
foresight and planning. We should not pay for their incredible greed and
smugness. We saw it comming, so did they.

The difference is we started planning and building, they simply looked for
somebody else (us) to let do the work before they moved in and took over.
They let it happen all the while knowing they would simply make somebody
else pay and nobody would lift a finger to stop them.

I'm sorry for the diatribe but I do think this is the underlying reason for
this proposal although written with, I'm sure, good intention.



PS: I hear from my sources inside Bell Atlantic that they have all sorts of
new and wonderfull switchs and services ready to go as soon as this passes.
I'll be glad to translate that for you: They are ready to start upgrading
their ancient infrastructure now that they have found a sucker to pay for it...

Lets give credit where it is due: small business made it happen (there are
over 4000 smalllSPs in the US alone) Lets not kill small business so the
Bell execs can add another 5 million to their yearly bonus money. Perhaps
somebody will miss us when we are gone.....

Robert J. Fehn Sr. ,President and CEO
Jersey Cape Information Systems Inc.
PO Box 967 Marmora, NJ, 08223
Voice: 609-390-0061

"Commercial I Residential Internet and LANIWAN Solutions, Engineering, and
Training"

http://www.jerseycape.com
http://www.jerseycape.net
fehnb@jerseycape.net

· . -_._--------
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Greg Largent <stargazer@rockford.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
May 6,1997 12:47am
Universal Service Tax Vote

Miss
Chong:
I wish to strongly voice my outrage in learning of the upcoming vote
your Committee will be taking regarding the Universal Service tax as
written. I urge you to vote against this proposal as written. This
MODEM TAX as it should be called, unjustly will be placed upon those DOCKET FILE COPY ORiGINAL
that are ISP servers and the subscribers of those servers. Internet
providers and users will bear the brunt of this Tax due to the millions
of Internet users that have dedicated phone lines expressly for Internet
and computer
useage. I
have 2 additional phone lines into my home for computers. I use the
computers for Buisness and pleasure, as does my wife and family. The
sole purpose of the additional phone lines is to keep the FAMILY phone
line clear for calls. I am on 24 hour call with the Union Pacific
Railroad and must have a clear phone
line. I suggest more study to
clarify if the need even exists for such a tax, as no study has been
done on this. Also, the effectiveness of such a tax is
suspect. If the
need be there for a tax, ALL consumers should bear the burden, NOT the
most visable and easiest to target. Please
consider the above when this proposal comes before your
Committee.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Thank-you for your consideration of this
matter

Gregory D.
Largent 2 Johns
Woods Drive
Rockford, Illinois
61103
"He who asks a question is a fool for 5 minutes....

He who does not ask a question remains a fool forever"
(Ben Holden)

Stargazer@Rockford.com



I am writing to urge you to consider not promoting this proposal.
After being in the dial up business for several year, this plan will
only hurt small businesses and independent BBS owners. I used to run
a small BBS (bulletin board system), that did not charge for
services. This was for pleasure only and a "tax" similar to the one
you are proposing would put these small BBS's out of business, a
truely American past time (even though it may be a little known one).
As a smalllSP, we are barely covering cost of dialup lines now, if
you add additional rates on to an already overburdened budget, you
will surely drive smalllSP out of business. I am sure you are
gaining support from the big players in the industry, because the
government will drive small guys out of the market allowing the big
name providers to take over.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

"John Barrett" <argus@quest-net.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG,sness,jquello,rhundt)
May 6, 1997 9:35am
Re: Universal Service Proposal

SUNSHINE PERIOD
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Federal Communicat'

Office ofSe~:a~mmi.'ion

Please vote against this unfair use of government taxation.

cc: FCCMAIL.SMTPNLM("MIS.Department")



> Date: Monday, May 05,199719:01:32
> From: stallard
> To: rhundt@fcc.gov
> Subject: E-Rate: CC Docket No. 96-45
>

> The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
> Federal Communications Commission
> 1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
> Washington, DC 20554
>

> Dear Commissioner Hundt:
>
> I am writing to you regarding the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications
> Discount Program. I am a locally elected school board member in Woodland,
> CA, and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the
> proposed regulations governing its implementation.
>
> The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board
> discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have
access
> to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities
> to students. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools
> across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
> telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can
have
> the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each
> element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
> program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom
> connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal
> Service Fund be reduced. As I'm sure you are aware, this program is
> essentiial for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.
>
> The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue, and
> our students need these discounts for telecommunications services this
> year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the
> recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final
> regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools
> and libraries.
>
> Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
>
> Sincerely,
>

> Meg Stallard
> 10 Toyon Drive
> Woodland, CA 95695

NAY 6 1997
FederaiCommUniC!.lion -'Il •

Office (Jf S~"r~~:"mrmsslon
ww"""-'1)

SUNSHINE PERIOD''Tom & Meg Stallard" <stallard@woodland.net>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
May 6,1997 11:21am
Fw: E-Rate: CC Docket No. 96-45

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

cc: A7.A7(SNESS)



SUNSHINE PERIOD

On May 8,1997, the Federal Communications Commission will vote on a
proposal regarding "universal service." Universal Service is the
program that subsidizes low-cost communication services for
organizations and entities who might otherwise not be able to afford
access to these services.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<krkzrt@wmol.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
May 6, 1997 2:08pm
Modem Tax RECEnlED

MAY 6 1997
DOCKET FILE COpy OR~~:nunicetions' .

Ottlce of S"!'r~ ...CommISSion
;;r~ ~1:!IY

Chairman Hundt:

I would hope you, and the rest of the the commission, give careful
consideration to the Universal Service proposal and cast a vote against
it. This will only hurt small businesses by raising the cost of doing
business. These service providers will be forced to raise rates that
should be set by the market economy. Not by a tax placed on individual
users. I am thinking of adding a second phone line to my home but with
an increase in costs to pay for this program would kill that idea. This
seems to work against businesses. Higher rates would mean less people
buying the service. Forcing the end user to pay for this proposal is
unfair to all.

Kirk Oswald

to: INT:rhundt@fcc.gov
cc: INT:jquello@fcc.gov

INT:sness@fcc.gov
INT: rchong@fcc.gov



SUNSHINE PERIOD
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<JWnP@aol.com>
A7.A7(SNESS,RCHONG,JQUELLO)
May 6, 1997 4:42pm
Universal Service Regulation

KHA - Association of Kentuchy Hospitals and Health Systems supports
universal service regulations as part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Fed!AL.CQg,muni "
These regulations will give our rural facilities more cost effective accessDOCKET ALE COpy ORtulNlMfice ()t~1I01lS CommisSion
to telecommunications and enable them to provide better care to patients in 6Gretary
their communities, Thanks for your consideration.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

cc: FCCMAIL.SMTPNLM("COrmay@aye,net")
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<sysop@bfdin.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
5/6/97 1:16am
Disagree with Universal Service as planned

SUNsuwtQf=Jtlno RECEnlt:=~,..\
~Ernl:E"COPY ORi .: '-'" f!,,;}

iW?'-6 1997
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ecr~t!ry "
I am not in favor of the Universal Plan as proposed and as I understand
is due for a vote on May 8, 1997.

From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

My reasons are:

1) The FCC will implement a sweeping new tax before studying the
alternatives (e.g., Net Day, access through existing state Internet
networks).

2) The tax is structured to specifically punish Internet and online
services and their subscribers. If the tax is necessary, it should be
applied to all consumers and all businesses.

3) There has been insufficient study of the subject. There is little
or no data to support the need for the tax, or to indicate whether the
current proposal will be enough to do the job.

We already provide free service to the American Red Cross in our county,
the Emergency Management Agency in our county as well as a number of
other community organizations and non-profit agencies in our county.

Please give this further consideration, and I would hope that this
current proposal is voted down.

Thank you for your time.

William C. Edgar
Bradford, PA



Dear Commissioner Rachelle Chong:

From:
To:
Date:

"Christy Michael" <MHAChristy@msn.com>

A7.A7(RCHONG) SUNSHINE PERIOD
5/6/97 11 :11am ..

It is our understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
scheduled to vote this week to adopt regulations governing "universal service"
policies as part of the implementation of the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

The universal service policies of the Act mandate that the FCC direct
telecommunication rate subsidies to schools, libraries and rural health
providers. In the case of health care, the FCC must make telecommunication
rates for eligible health care providers comparable to telecommunications
rates for similar services in urban areas.

The goal of this provision is to lessen the difference between the quality of
health care services available in urban areas and those in rural areas, many
of which suffer from a
lack of health care resources and access to medical professionals, as well as
the burden of being at greater distances from advanced medical technology and
treatment facilities.

We feel that "telehealth" has the potential to help our member hospitals and
health systems improve the quality and lessen the cost of health care delivery
in rural areas. That's why we hope to will help keep the telecommunications
costs for our facilities as low as possible by adopting the following policy
positions related to universal service provisions:

* Universal service should support distance charges.
* Universal service should support toll-free connections to the Internet.

Thank you for you immediate consideration and support on this issue. If I can
provide additional information, or be of assistance in any way, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Brent Alexander
Vice President for Government Relations and Communications

BA/clm



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

rmmh <rmmh@brightok.net> SUNSHINE PERIOD
A7.A7(JQUELLO)
5/6/97 11 :29am
Telecommunications Subsidies/Rural

Commissioner Jim Quello
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness

DocKErFILE COpy
ORIGINAL

I am writing to encourage you to vote for telecommunications rate
subsidies for schools, libraries and rural health care providers. As
Administrator for a rural acute care hospital, rural health clinic, home
health agency and emergency ambulance services in Roger Mills County,
Oklahoma, I urge you to give rural health care providers access to
telecommunications services at about the same overall cost as urban
health care providers. The additional cost of distance charges for
rural facilities causes an additional financial burden for these
providers. Many could not afford these services without a subsidies. I
also urge you to vote for rate subsidies for schools and libraries. Our
communities derserve access to telecommunications services for their
growth and prosperity. Thank you in advance for your help and
cooperation on this matter. Marilyn Bryan, Administrator, Roger Mills
Memorial Hospital, Cheyenne, Oklahoma.

cc: A7.A7(RCHONG)
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From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

Jeff Davis <jdavis@mediatransitions.com>
"'rhundt@fcc.gov"' <rhundt@fcc.gov>
5/6/97 11 :30am
Southwestern Bell request

Dear Commissioners,

I support the application of Southwestern Bell Telephone to offer long distance service in the
State of Oklahoma.

Additional competition is good for small businesses like mine when attempting to keep costs low
and service quality high. I recently established a ~mall business in Oklahoma and would have
liked to have had the choice to purchase long distance service from SWB.

I encourage you to approve the application SWB has submitted.

Jeff Davis, CEO
Media Transitions



SUNSHlNE PERIOD

From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

<ootc@juno.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
5/6/97 1:OOpm
Proposal regarding "universal Tax"

MAY 6 1997
Federal Coillll1liiliQl'H'n.s f'. . . •

Office of S;reta~mrillftion

FCC Commissioner Rachel Chong

Dear Rachel

I ask that you reject the so called "modem Tax"
proposal. I am representing the non-profit organization
"Old Old Timers Club, Inc." This proposal would unfairly
tax this club.

Sincerely,

Milbert A. Wells
Executive Secretary
Old Old Timers Club, Inc.

DOcKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
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From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

"sherrl &neal caddick" <SCAD@webnology.com>
A7.A7(rhundt)
5/6/972:03pm
Modem Tax

MAY 6 1997
Federal CommuiliC2r .

n".,;. . Ions Commission
VII/CS of Secretary

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. Get your hands out of my pocket. I have had enough of
taxing every thing under the sun. I pay my income tax, sales tax, land
tax, road tax, food tax, sales tax, already pay taxes and public service
fees on my phone bill, cable tax. Gasoline only cost about .45 cent a
gallon, but when you bureaucrats get done with it it's almost 1.20 a DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGIN
gallon. I pay someone for almost everything I do, pay tax on food I cook,
and the gas to get to the store, and the utilities it takes to prepare it,
and the property I consume it on. Just for dinner for my family?
ENOUGH..... ARRGH...

The Internet has become the local cafe of the 90's. Tax it and loose allot
of votes, support and respect.

cc: A7.A7(JQUELLO,SNESS,RCHONG)
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
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Mary Clifford <clifmar@charlie.cns.iit.edu> DOCKET FILE COpy OR1'lJNAL ",..
"Rachelle B. Chong" <rchong@fcc.gov> .KAT 6 I.

tJ
5/6/972:24pm Fed ,91
M 7 etalColay ijjfrlililfc..yi'"

Office of ('0 lions Cern"":..... ,Q6cr8ta JIIf.,.tfHj
Dear Commissioner Chong, ry
Please support the recommendations of the Federal-State Joint Board which called
for discounts ranging from 20-90% on all types of telecommunications services and
cast a positive vote. These telecommunication discount services for libraries and
schools will be the only avenue open to some communities to establish an
infrastructure to support the Technology of the 21st Century vision. The FCC must
be positive in its committement to the future of technology is these United States.
Thank you
Mary Clifford, teacher
West High School
West Aurora School District
Aurora,lL.



From:
To:
Date:
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LORA MAGRUDER <LMAGRUD@neca.org> NAY
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5/6/97 2:25pm Federal Co

mmUnti'.,.
Oft: ""'lions C

The Federal Communications Commission's May 7 meeting on connecting IceOfSecrera;mfi/ISBion
schools, libraries and rural health care providers to the information
highway will be broadcast over the Internet by the Center for Democracy
and Technology. This broadcast will provide an audio feed, live still
pictures of the meeting and a real time transcript. This Internet coverage
will be accessible at: http://www.democracy.net. The meeting begins
at 9:30 a.m. EST.



Robert Maclntire (romac@msn.com) writes:

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

----- ----- --

<romac@msn.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
5/6/97 3:27pm
Comments from Commissioner Chong's Homepage

Dear MS Chong
I just noticed that subsequent to your approval, the company created by the merger of Bell
Atlantic and Nynex is going to layoff 10,000 to 15,000 people instead of the originally estimated
3000.

As I understand it, your department has yet to approve the merger and I would hope the aIm
revelation would have an effect on your vote.

Thank you
Best Regards,

R. Maclntire

Server protocol: HTTP/1.0
Remote host: 206.154.144.2
Remote IP address: 206.154.144.2
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I encourage you to NOT adopt the proposal for the Universal Service Plan
("modem tax"). In Pennsylvania the schools are spending large sums of money
on technology which in many cases is providing laptops for teachers to take
home. The local healthcare organizations are flush with excess cash.
Lavish libraries have been built in several local communities with many tax
dollars. In light of these observations I do not see the need to commit
even more of my money to support these insitututions. If taxes on telephone
lines are a necessary avenue then please consider taxing ALL telephone lines
starting with the first one. The result will be a much lower tax but on
more lines.

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Fabral-Mark Robinson <fabinfo@fabral.com>DOCKETFlLE COPY~!Vt::'I).•
A7.A7(RCHONG) PiAr 6 ',l

5/6/97 3:27pm FeUe " I~l
Universal Service Plan 'IqJ (,,(JffJ!i1U/lf \.

Otttce Of"<i.l(jfts Co
S8Cf~taty 'f!1mi$siot,

Thank you.

Mark Robinson
1235 Middletown Rd.
Hummelstown, PA 17036



Robert Maclntire (romac@msn.com) writes:

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

· - .' - - - .
- -- - ~ ... -

<romac@msn.com>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
5/6/97 3:28pm
Comments from Commissioner Chong's Homepage

Dear MS Chong
I just noticed that subsequent to your approval, the company created by the merger of Bell
Atlantic and Nynex is going to layoff 10,000 to 15,000 people instead of the originally estimated
3000.

As I understand it, your department has yet to approve the merger and I would hope the aIm
revelation would have an effect on your vote.

Thank you
Best Regards,

R. Maclntire

Server protocol: HTTP/1.0
Remote host: 206.154.144.2
Remote IP address: 206.154.144.2
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Dear Sirs & Ladies;

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

O· .• .'0.. ~""t~

~ 1"'''1c:' f""",
James Phillips <Jim.Phillips@worldnetattne"'f~KErFILECO'".. f."j!J(

Reed Hunt <rhundt@fcc.gov> PyORM£l'...
5/6/97 3:32pm ''"'''vtf /.
Universal Service Tax Fede~/(,'()!li, ~9)

I'k. m{jnl,,~,
"'lice 0 "'ll(Jf}~ (i'

f 8eCf!WJ; .. J(III1/Is .
~J44'Y ~1(Jn

I understand that on May the 8th you are supposed to vote on the
Issue of "Universal Service".

Please !!!!! Please !!!!!
VOTE NO

This Tax if Enacted would cost me as an Individual Extra for
My Second Phone Line which is in effect a TAX on MODEMS.

This is as I understand to Subsidize Schools & Low Cost
Businesses.

HOW ABOUT ME. I am retired and on Social Security.
GOD and my Computers and Modem (For Internet) are my Entire Life.

Thank you for your Concideration.

Jim Phillips
Email Address:Jim.Phillips@worldnetattnet

cc: James Quello <jquello@fcc.gov>
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"Dave Middleton" <doc.holiday@icdc.com>
A7.A7(rhundt)
5/6/973:34pm
Reject "universal service"

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

I am writing to ask you to reject the proposal regarding "universal service." This appears to be
nothing more than a modem tax. The tax is structured to specifically punish Internet and online
services and their subscribers. If the tax is necessary I it should be applied to all consumers and
all businesses. There has been insufficient study of the subject, and there is little or no data to
support the need for the tax, or to indicate whether the current proposal will be enough to do the
job.

Thank you for your time,
David Middleton
InterNet Connect



RUNSHINE PERIOD

From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

DePrille, Michele A. <madwoman@pathway.net>
A7.A7(RCHONG)
5/6/97 4:37pm
modem tax

Please reconsider the proposed "modem tax". Most of using the Internet
do not have the luxury of a second phone line. Many, myself included,
are lucky to have online access at all. NOT ONE of the major online
services provides local dial up access to my city. I consider myself
fortunate to have found a local ISP able to do the job at a price I can
afford.

The proposed "modem tax" will certainly have severe negative impact on
those of us who are "rural" in the eyes of the major services.
Additional phone lines are NOT luxuries to a locallSP, they ARE the
locallSP. Many local providers will be unable to withstand the
additional expense you propose, and will be forced to close. None of us
would benefit from that kind of change.

Internet access has become much more of a necessity for me than I ever
imagined. I teach a class of severely handicapped secondary students.
It is the only class of its kind in our county. My internet connection
is the best way I have found to keep in touch with the latest
developments and fellow professionals in my field.

There must be a better way to handle this situation than to impose the
proposed tax. Please at least postpone any action on the proposed tax
until you have fully considered some alternatives.

Michele DePrilie


