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WILLIAM F. PETIUS
Superintendent of Schools

The Honorable James Que110, Commissi~6 1997
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Que110,

I am a locally elected school board member from the Mariposa
County Unified School District in California. OUr district
covers 1,455 square miles and has thirteen schools. Rural
schools like ours have few dollars and no corporate support.
OUr businesses are Mom and Pop in ownership and we have no
industry other than tourism. OUr students have little or no
access to libraries. We need your support of the E-Rate
Telecommunications Discount Program.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan is the only way my students will
have access to the internet and the ability to keep up with
inner-city and urban students.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is
desperately needed by all students and overdue in rural
areas. I beseech you to fully support the Joint Boards
recommendations for our kids.

Thank you for your consideration.

:::?J!?~
Bob Bartholomew
Board of Trustees and Education
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Mr. James Cuello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
191 9 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington DC 20554

MAY 6 \997

RE: CC DOCKET NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:
SUNSHINE PERIOD

I am writing to you regarding the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am the superintendent of the Richland-Lerdo School District, and I would
like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations
regarding its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country. More importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, discounts for
internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed
final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

~~~
Daniel L. Knapp, Ph.D.
District Superintendent

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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MANOA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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April 29, 1997

The Honorable James QueUo SUNSHINE PERIOD
Federal Communications Commission MAY 6 1997'
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 ,"
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello,

c...' :

As the middle school principal in the School District of Haverford Township, I
would like to thank you for your support and dedication to education that will
ensure Internet connection to every school student in Pennsylvania. This means all
schools, including our own, along with the libraries in our communities, will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
guarantees that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet. With that connection, each student will be provided with distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 million a year will address the needs of our
schools and, more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. The inclusion of internal classroom connections at a discount
is vital. The plan is essential to prepare students for tomorrow's work force.

Passage of this Act will allow our computer use to connect our students to the
world, not only technologically, but personally. We all know thinking globally will
be important for the future of our state and our country. Connecting to the world
through computers will help our students learn and understand issues on a world
wide basis. Being able to connect with our county library system will also give us
access to additional learning materials quickly and easily. Our children's future and
the future of every child in Pennsylvania will depend on this program.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

~~,~d~~__~-c/~/~-

Dr. Michael Walker
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April 29, 1997

The Honorable James Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello,

AIAY 6
1997
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As the high school principal in the School District of Haverford Townhip, I would
like to thank you for your support and dedication to education that will ensure
Internet connection to every school student in Pennsylvania. This means all
schools, including our own, along with the libraries in our communities, will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
guarantees that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet. With that connection, each student will be provided with distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 million a year will address the needs of our
schools and, more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. The inclusion of internal classroom connections at a discount
is vital. The plan is essential to prepare students for tomorrow's work force.

Passage of this Act will allow our computer use to connect our students to the
world, not only technologically, but personally. We all know thinking globally will
be important for the future of our state and our country. Connecting to the world
through computers will help our students learn and understand issues on a world
wide basis. Being able to connect with our county library system will also give us
access to additional learning materials quickly and easily. Our children's future and
the future of every child in Pennsylvania will depend on this program.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Sincerely,
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April 28, 1997 SUNSHINE PERIOD
The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am Joyce Rizzi, Teacher, Mercy High School,
Baltimore, Maryland, and I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunites. The $2.25 billion a year
will address the needs of all our schools and the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital, as
is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider
costs. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Thank you,

TP-~.
Joyce Rizzi
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Portland

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Margaret R. Rotundo
Lewiston
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Rhonda F. Bowden
SAD #56 (Searsport)

MAY 6 1997

The Honorable James Quello, Commssioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

May 1, 1997
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PAST PRESIDEN1

Terry D. McCabe
Bremen

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dale A. Douglass

MAINE COUNCIL OF
SCHOOL BOARD ATTORNEYS

Donald A. Kopp, Esq.
Chair

Dear Commissioner Quello,

I am President of the Maine School Boards Association, and represent
over 1800 school board members in Maine. I want to thank you for your
consideration in ensuring that all schools have affordable access to the Internet
and are provided with opportunities for distance-learning.

In a rural state like Maine these technological opportunities provide an
important link towards educational equity. The Telecommunications Act and
the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest
or the most rural schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide for distance-Ieaming opportunities. The approval of this Act will
address the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will ensure
direct services to the classrooms where students leam. The inclusion of the
internal classroom connections discounts is imperative to provide equitable
educational opportunities for students, regardless of where their family resides.

This plan is essential for preparing our students for their future, and I
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely, ~~~,e Bailks, Sr.
President

CC: Dale A. Douglass, Executive Director
MSBA Board of Directors

F:Data\FCC

Member ofTHE MAINE LEADERSHIP CONSORTIUM

49 COMMUNITY DRIVE • AUGUSTA, MAINE 04330-9405 • 207-622-3473
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Gail M. fls$ter, Ed.o.

Superintendent
SOUZA STUDENT SUPPORT CENTER

708 South Miller Street
Santa Maria, CA 93454-6221

(805) 928-1783, Ext. 235

SERT VIA FACSIMILE {, U. S. MAIL

Mr. James Que1lo, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW, Rm. 802
Washington DC 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

SUNSHINE PERIOD

The Santa Maria-Bonita School District, located on the Central Coast of
California, is involved in implementing its long-range technology plan. Because
most of our schools are over 30 years old, each needs to be rewired to meet the
demands of technology. We have gone to bid for the wiring of our classrooms and
each time the cost has been prohibitive.

It is our understanding that on May 8, 1997, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) will vote on the final rules for dispersing as much as $2.25
billion in telecommunications discounts for schools and libraries. This truly
is a miracle! Our schools drastically need this support to bring educational
technology to our children to meet the demands of the 21st Century.

Our school board set aside some money, however, it is not enough to bring the
infrastructure of educational technology to our students' classrooms. Also, if
we use this money to wire our schools then there will be no money left to
purchase the hardware and software necessary to integrate our curriculum with the
wonderful software support systems that presently exist for children.

The Santa Maria-Bonita School District strongly encourages the FCC to approve the
recommendations of the Federal-State Joint Board for Universal Service for
implementation of the discount plan to meet the requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Our school district has a very high concentration of economically disadvantaged
students. These students need all the help and support that can be provided to
assist them in reaching high academic standards. By approving the Federal-State
Joint Board for Universal Service recommendations for implementation of the
discount plan, you will greatly helIJ brin,:" alJout. the academil: successor (Jur
students.

Our students will truly be engaged in a global world of communications broadening
their understanding of the world in which they live. Please make this miracle
become a reality for our students by voting to approve the Federal-State Joint
Board for Universal Service recommendations.

S~e~elY,

~91v.~
GAIL M. TISSIER, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

c 5MBSD Board of Education
The Honorable Barbara Boxer
The Honorable Walter Capps
The Honorable Diane Feinstein
State Superintendent Delaine Eastin
California Public Utilities Commission
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May 1,1997

The Honorable James Quello, CommIssioner
Federal Communications CommIssion
1919 M Street, N. W.
RoomB02
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a school superintendent from the Plain Local School District, and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools wll1 have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

Our district has received recognition as an Ohio Prototype for Technology, but
we soo need assistance in bringtng the benefits of connectivity to all of our
students and staff. On-line hook-ups and fees need to be reduced to ensure
our public students receive equitable and adequate access to global
information.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
wll1 guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25
billlon a year wll1 address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the
plan wll1 bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.
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The Honorable James Quello MAY 6 1997
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 802
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

Thank you for helping ensure that all schools an~~

libraries have affordable access to the Information -,
Superhighway . ~

We are excited that the Telecommunications Act and
the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have an
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion
annually will address the needs of all our schools, and
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts and Internet Service
Provider costs is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Over 70% of our students receive financial
assistance to attend our school. They need deep
discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

Richard F. Odell
President

RFO/lm

{i::l{{I, s\ I Fi\l,/ !t}!! ~i (':11

Jj,ch;,.,' :1 f ::ih,I:: Ii J~'.(}



BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICE SUNS
6020 Pontiac Lake Road HINE PERIOD
Waterford. Michigan 48327-1847 DOcKET

FILE COpy ORIGINAL
(-

James Quello, Commissioner MAY 6
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street. N.W.• Room 802
Washington. D. C. 20554

HOWARD T. HEITZEG Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

April 28. 1997

PHONE: (810) 666-2222
VOICE MAIL: (810) 666-6699 ext. *6-2222
FAX: (810) 666-2558
INTERNET: 73554.121@compuserve.com

Dear Commissioner Quelle:

Chairman Hundt made a presentation at the Secretary of Education's
Conference on Educational Technologies two years ago and spoke of
an educational rate that would provide every school and library in the
country with discounted services for telecommunications. His remarks
were well received and I am glad to see that he is a man of his word
and that this proposal is now coming to fruition.

I thank you for your dedication and commitment to ensure that all
schools have affordable access to the information superhighway. The
proposed e-rate plan will begin to address some of the needs of our
students. This joint effort between the government and business will
provide schools with the electronic communications that will allow us to
prepare our students for the workforce of tomorrow.

If our students are truly to be competitive. it will take the efforts of
government. business. and education working together to provide for
the best educational environment for these students.
Telecommunication is the wave of the future and must be supported by
ali who serve education.

In closing. I urge the FCC to fully support the joint Board's discount plan
for the universal service for all schools and libraries in this nation.

rA ;1
Thank you f;?v rrur sU9P0r,,t1,

qf/I~' I ../'
, .flJi /< .."' -,/;//

Howa~~ ~~i~1li::6
Superintendent of Schools

Ide

"We guarantee to every student the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to become an effective citizen of the world•..



Superintendent
Pearl Avenue
Cheswick, PA 15024
412-274-5300

Springdale High School
501 Butler Road
Springdale, PA 15144
412-274-8100

Acmetonia Elementary
Pearl Avenue
Cheswick, PA 15024
412-274-6500

Colfax Elementary
Colfax at Rosslyn
Springdale, PA 15144
412-274-7200

Business Office
Pearl Avenue
Cheswick, PA 15024
412-274-5300
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PEARL AVENUE

CHESWICK, PENNSYLVANIA 15024

April 30, 1997 AfAY 6 1997

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W, Room 844
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello:

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint
Boards recommendation to provide significant discounts for all
telecommunications services, including connections within each
classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee that all
students have an equal opportunity to benefit from our nation's
technological advancements. This will prove to be a major step
in the efforts to prepare students for their future in which 60% of
the jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed
discounts would provide a major thrust to our efforts to integrate
technology into the curriculum. We are committed to proViding our
students with the computer skills that business demands and that our
workforce will need to maintain our competitiveness in a global
economy.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools
for all telecommunications services, including internal connections.
This action will open the door of opportunity for every student in our

, country and help to prepare our workforce of the future.

Sincerely.

~~i~~
Superintendent

Accreditation by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

Serving the educational needs of the communities of
" ............. _ '- _ ....I (""'\ __ : __ ....1_1_ T_ .•. _~h:~
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April 18, 1997

Mr. James Que110, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Mr. Quello:

(707) 446-7480

AfAr 6
1997

Board of Education

Larry R. Mazzuca
President

Katherine Brannon
Vice President

Sarah E. Chapman
Clerk

Kathleen M. Collier

Nicholas D. Esplin

Bill Hausler

Patricia M. (Bradanini) Mylott

Richard E. Jackson
Superintendent &
Board Secretary

I am writing to you in regard to the federal "E-RATE" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected School Board Member from the Vacaville Unified School
District and I would like to express my strong support for this Program and the proposed
regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996, and the Federal-State Joint Board Discount Plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability
to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of schools across the Country and, more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital
to the overall success of the Discount Program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts
for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the
other FCC Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and
approve the proposed final regulations regarding the Discount Plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

/11/~<__ / ..-:.-
~ N~tklas Esplin .v-~ 

Board of Education
Vacaville Unified School District

NEd:m

THIS DISTRICT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER WITH AN EXEMPLARY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
PROGRAM AND ACTIVELY SEEKS QUALIFIED CANDIDATES WITHOUT REGARD TO

SEX, RACE, ORIGIN, OR HANDICAP.



Katherine Brannon
Vice President

Board of Education

Larry R. Mazzuca
President(707) 449-9531
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April 18, 1997

Mr. James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Sarah E. Chapman
Clerk

Kathleen M. Collier

Nicholas D. Esplin

Bill Hausler

Patricia M. (Bradanini) Mylott

Richard E. Jackson
Superintendent &
Board Secretary

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Mr. Quello:

I am writing to you in regard to the federal "E-RATE" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected School Board Member from the Vacaville Unified School
District and I would like to express my strong support for this Program and the proposed
regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996, and the Federal-State Joint Board Discount Plan will
guarantee that even the poorest SChools will have access to the Internet and the ability
to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of schools across the Country and, more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital
to the overall success of the Discount Program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts
for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the
other FCC Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and
approve the proposed final regulations regarding the Discount Plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely ,--::;:?

cH~~ U-1~

Katherine Brannon, Vice President
Board of Education
Vacaville Unified school District

KB:lm

THIS DISTRICT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER WITH AN EXEMPLARY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
PROGRAM AND ACTIVELY SEEKS QUALIFIED CANDIDATES WITHOUT REGARD TO

SFX RArF ORf(~lN OR HANDle AP.



725 Pinecrest • Ferndale, Michigan 48220

FERNDALE PUBLIC

April 30, 1997

James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello:
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Two years ago you made a presentation at the Educational Technology
conference and spoke of an educational rate that would provide every school and
library in the country with discounted services for telecommunications. Your
remarks were well received at the conference and I'm glad to see that this
proposal is now coming to fruition.

I would like to personally thank you for your dedication and commitment to
ensure that all schools have affordable access to the information superhighway.
The proposed e-rate plan will begin to address some of the needs of our students
in our nation's schools. This joint effort between the government and businesses
will provide the schools with the electronic communications that will allow us to
prepare our students for the workforce oftomorrow.

If our students are truly to be competitive, it will take the efforts ofgovernment,
businesses, and education working together to provide for the best educational
environment for these students. Telecommunications is the wave ofthe future
and must be supported by all who serve education.

In closing, I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for the
universal service for all schools and libraries in the nation.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Marcee E. Martin, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Marcee E. Martin • Superintendent of Schools • (810) 547-2202
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Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC

MAY 6 1997
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Dear Chairman Hundt: SUNSHINE PERIOD
As you are aware, The Telecommunications Act of 1996 intends that consumers receive the
benefits of choice, competitive prices and technological innovation. Such benefits are of
particular importance to the community I live in and the students I serve. Tulsa, a
community developed through the growth of the petroleum industry, has refocused its
future on the economic potential of telecommunications-based businesses. Much of the job
growth reported by our local Chamber of Commerce is tied to this economic sector.

Of equal importance is the role that telecommunications plays in education. The need for
computers, Internet access and classrooms that provide facilities for interactive, distance
learning is continually growing. Indeed, the ability to link students with learning
opportunities has never been greater. In our community, Southwestern Bell has stepped
forward to meet those needs, providing funding for Internet learning and for the
development of high tech, interactive education in the classroom. Similar programs to
encourage use of these advanced educational tools have also been funded by the company
for primary and secondary schools in the area. These are commitments, I believe, which are
consistent with those of the policy makers on the Federal Communications Commission.

Considering the increasing need for such services in both the public and private sector, I
believe it entirely appropriate to encourage additional telecommunications choices for
consumers. The community would benefit from additional long distance competition.
Further, Southwestern Bell would be an appropriate addition to that field of competitors.
Please support this company's effort to enter the long distance market. Their continued
growth will assure benefits to consumers, businesses and students. Thank you for
considering my request.

\~I~~~Lee
Rodger A. Randle
President

CC: Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chong

tULSA T CLAREMORE T BAR11.ESVlLLE T PRYOR T KRSC-TV
www.rogersu.edu

Rogers University was aeatecJ through the merger of the University Center at Tulsa and Rogers State College.



MAY 6

Docl(~
L A I U i .F,0 d S hiD ° ° f:ll€C SIDNEY A mOMPSONOS nge es nZJ ze c 00 zstrzct OPrQ SuperinJendentofSchools

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 450 NOKrH GRAND AVENUE, LoS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 'ltIGA~ALDPRESCOTI
ciate SuperinJendent

MAILING ADDRESS: Box 3307, LoS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90051 Government RelatiollS &

Los ANGELES PHONE: (213) 625-6451 Legislation

S 6) SANTIAGO JACKSON
ACRAMENTO PHONE: (91 446-6641 Assistiutt Superintendent

Legislation

April 29, 1997

James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Quello:

SUNSHINE PER'OD

On behalf of the Los Angeles Unified School District, I would like to express our strong
support for the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program, and the
proposed regulations governing its implementation.

Under the provisions of the telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint
Board discount plan, even the poorest schools will be assured of access to the Internet
and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. Telecommunications services
will be brought directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on
students. Each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program; the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. This program
is absolutely essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue. To serve our
students, we need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint
Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

KIhc?~
Ron Prescott
Associate Superintendent

RP/tp
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May 1, 1997

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education
Post Office Box 30035
Charlotte, North Carolina 28230-0035

'-- ../,_~ Telephone (704) 379-7141

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

SUNSHINE PERIOD

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

The Charlotte~Mecklenburg School System works hard to assure that all
93,000 children in Mecklenburg County receive the finest education
possible and to prepare them for their future life and work in the 21 st
century. Classroom connection to the internet is essential for their
preparation for the information age.

I urge you to support the Federal~State Joint Board discount plan. This
will enable even the poorest schools the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities allowing equity in
American education.

Thank you for your service to our nation, especially to our students, our
future and number one priority.

Sincerely,
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James Q~eno~ C~IlU~ssio~"el' ,.KET FILE COpyORIGINAL'" 
Federal COml\lUlUCaUOns ConlUUSSlOIi.
1919 M St. N"\V! Room 802
'\lasbillgton~ D. C. 20054

Deal' Conunissioner Quello:

I mite in support of meaningful dis{:oUllts 011 teleconullumcatiol\s services for
sellools and Jibl'alies so that evel'y school child and life-long le31'ller can have access
to the wodd ofinfonuation technology. The Teleconmlunications Act - tiu'ough its
Univel'sal Service Fund pI'ovisiol\s - luandates tlie deveiopluent of special discowlt
rates for all schools alld Jibralies so that they cau secw'e senices at affordable prices.

Then is no doubt that advanced telecolmnwucations services are important to
nnproving leanung, spadwig the imagiJlation and levefulg the playing field for all ow'
Ilation:s people. Affordable access to tedulology in ail ciasSl'ooms and libralies wiii
assw'e tbat our children and life-Ieal'llers {:an cOlmect with the tedmology they would
need to cOlnpete in todayTs and tomol'l'o,,.,Ts workfone, Advanced teleconlUlunica
tions services nl the classroom will also CI'eate illfol'lned and skilled conswuers of new
tedmoiogy wen illto the 21st cenM')'". As of now our school system is wlable to aiford
hueniet capabilities to extend access to eacb classroom. Ow' local telephOJle conl
pany has been I'eluctallt to give ow' schools reduced rates. \Ve would like for ow' stu
dents to Ilave the same opportunities that an~ affol'ded to students nlll\Ore affluent
areas, \\'ithout tile passage of the Teleconummications A.ct~ tilel'e is vel: litde Ilope
tilat we will ever be able to provide this opportmuty.

Last November! the Federal-State Joint Board 011 Univer-sal Service sent to
the Federal Conumnucanons COllunissioll (FCC) a set of l'ecolllUlendations fOI' nnple
me:nting the Universal Sel"ice Fund pro\isions related to dle schools and libl'aries.
Tilese l'econunelldations would give our learuiug institutions significant discowtts Oil
aU services that are cOlluuel'Cially available, with deeper discoUllts for tilose schools
and Jibl'31ies least able to pay and nlOl'e expensive to service. All schools would get
discounts on cOMlections to daSSI'OOl\lS and Intenlet cOlll1ec"ti,ljty~both ofwlud\ an
esselltial to pl'o,ljding the nlost advanced leal'lliJlg oppol'tmnties to the gI'eatest nwu
bel' oi students.

I urge your support for tile JOlllt BoardTs recommeudanolls. Taken as a wllole,
they will pI'ovide affol'dable discowlts for a full range of se:nices needed to meet
each cOlUlllwntyTs divel'se needs. :Most nuportalldy, dlese pl'ovisious, if adopted by
the FCC, will. make advanced technoiogy for ieanung availabie to an Alnelicans.
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Dear Commissioner Quello:

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

-=c

JE:.:.:.FF:.:...:ER:.::.SO::.::N::.:.C=.:O::..=UN-=.TY::..:P::.:.U=-BL::.::IC,-SC:.:.:.H,-OO_L_S OOC__K_E_T_FlLEC~rt_C' ~1.ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES ..c-~ .7!f.
VANHoOSE EDUCATION CENTER

PO Box 34020 J E F FER SON C 0 U N T Y PUB Lie S C H 0 0 L S

Louisville, Kentucky 40232-4020
(502) 485-30 I 1

April 9, 1997

As Superintendent of the Jefferson County Public Schools in Louisville, Kentucky, I
thank you for your efforts to assure that schools will have affordable access to robust
telecommunications services. As access to the Internet and other distance-learning
technologies become more and more important, demand for telecommunications
services rises exponentially. At present, telecommunications rates for these services
are not affordable to us.

The Telecommunications Act of February 1996, and the plan to discount services,
will allow all schools the opportunity to connect to the Internet and other
distance-learning capabilities. Without these deep discounts, many students will
not have the access reqUired to provide the education they need. Since a person's
education is now an economic necessity, all students are affected throughout our
nation. The $2.25 billion per year will address the needs of all our schools; and
more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom. Including
internal classroom connections for discounts is crucial and essential for preparing
the workforce of tomorrow.

In the Jefferson County Public Schools, we plan to use these services to provide
information access to the vast resources of the Internet in each classroom, and
provide access to other distance-learning resources at universities, other schools,
both within and outside of our district.

Significant discounts for telecommunications services are needed for all students this
year. It is an investment which will pay huge dividends to our nation. I urge you to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for all schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

#tY~
Stephen Daeschner
Superintendent

SD/tb
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DIANE M. TAYLOR
CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY D~~TOR
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School, Home, & Community

ANGLETONINDEPENDENTSCHOOL~~~O

The Honorable James Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

April 11, 1997

JAMES H. SMITH, ED.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Commissioner:

The Angleton Independent School District (AISD) in Angleton, Texas would like to encourage you
as a Commissioner of the Federal Communications Commission to support Proposed "E-rate"
Telecommunications Discount Program.

The Angleton Independent School District applauds you and your fellow FCC Commissioners in
tackling such a monumental task. We believe that the discounts that will be available to school
districts from the proposal will be beneficial to our student population of 6,600. We are a small
rural district in the southern coastal region of Texas. We have limited funds in the district to
address the high recurring cost of telecommunications services. The $2.25 billion a year will
assist with telecommunication needs for all our campuses, and most importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for increased student
performance at the state and national levels.

Our students would benefit greatly from deep discounts for telecommunication services. We have
approximately 35% of our diverse student population that are economically disadvantaged. In
a recent survey of our student body (Kindergarten through 12th grade), the results indicated
that more than 80% did not have access to computer equipment or Internet services in the home
environment It is evident to our district, that in order for our students to gain technology and
research skills and to compete in global economy, technology must be integrated into our
curriculum and be available in the classrooms. Therefore, we urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to let you know the importance of "E
rate" discounts in the educational arena and to our district.

Diane M. Taylor
Academic Service Director

fjb:27197g

lQ()() NORTH DOWNING ROAD • ANGLETON, TEXAS 77515 • (409) 849-8594 • FAX (409) 849-2869
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The Honorable Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

MAY 6 1997

~UNSHINE PERIOD

I am an instructional designer from the Center for Advanced Technologies,
Altoona, Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that
all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Enhanced Learnin~Throu~h Innovative Technolo~ies



THE u CENTER u FOR
.. ~ 1iT ...... T ~ ~ ~

ft U V ft 1"1 \..... J::, U
~'1IP'\!I~TT"T~T ~AI"""II"''''''''''

1 r,Lnl"1ULUulr,~

The Honorable Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:
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I am Assistant to the Director from the Center for Advanced Technologies, Altoona,
Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely, <L £Llj,~
o ia spranklLT '":
s stant to the Director

Center for Advanced Technologies

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Enhanced Learnin!Z Throu!Zh Innovative Technologies
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The Honorable Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner QueUo:
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I am a research & development coordinator from the Center for Advanced
Technologies, Altoona, Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vitaL This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Victoria Taylor
Research & Development Coordinator

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Fnhanred T,earninQ" Throuvh Innovative TechnoloSlies
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The Honorable Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:
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I am an instructor from the Center for Advanced Technologies, Altoona,
Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Irene Huschak
Instructor

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526
....... __ .. ~ T_ .. T . .
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The Honorable Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

C:,-'

I am an instructor from the Center for Advanced Technologies, Altoona,
Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

f!~U'VL
Ellen Kendall
Instructor

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Enhanced Learnin!Z Throu!Zh Innovative Technolo!<ies


