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The Honorable Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

(...y.,

I am a technical support specialist from the Center for Advanced Technologies,
Altoona, Pennsylvania, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that
all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Center for Advanced Technologies, a nationally recognized technology
education center, will then be better able to ensure that all of the classrooms through our
district will be affordably connected to the Internet. It is important for our educators in
Altoona to prepare our students to exit school with the technology skills they will need to
survive in the workplace. It is vitally important for the economic development of our "rust
belt" region to encourage the settlement of new business's in Altoona. This can only be
accomplished with a technology enriched local workforce. The Telecommunications Act
and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will help guarantee our regions growth.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Anderson
Technical Support

1415 Sixth Avenue • Altoona, PA 16601 • Phone: (814) 946-8524 • Fax: (814) 946-8526

Fnhanced Learninv Throutzh Innovative TechnoloSlies
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner ~
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner/Chairman Quello,

C:..

...
::3

I am a superintendent representing Traverse Bay Area Intermediate School District, and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee all school
districts with connectivity to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities for all K-12
students. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital and essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

Savings resulting from this decision would enable districts further opportunities to free up
resources for teacher training and permit technology applications to instruction that otherwise
would not be available.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support ofthe Joint Board's discount plan for universal services for schools. Thank you for
your serious consideration ofthis very timely initiative.

Sincerely,

~~
Superintendent

Helping Schools Help Students in Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska & leelanau Counties



Conemaugh Valley School District
14'1 Frankstown Road
Johnstown, PA 1'902
April 30, 1m

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a member of the Conemaugh Valley School District's Professional Staff, and I
would like to thaDk you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superl1ighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan win
guarantee that even the poorest will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.2S billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion ofinternal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the work force oftomorrow.

The Conemaugh Valley School District would use the discounts to develop secondary
and elementary school wide area networks which would provide Internet connectivity for
approximately 1200 elementary and secondary school students and staff.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

~'1300 North Sepulveda Boulevard
Post Office Box 49325 .,Q
Los Angeles. California 90049 ~-

(310) 476-8585/ 476-0916 Fax ~,
~ca

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Deborah Richman, and I am the Head of School at
the TURNINGPOINT School. TURNINGPOINT is an independent, coeducational elementary
school in Los Angeles; I am writing because we are one of the many public and private
institutions who benefit from your dedication to ensuring that all schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will have access to all the educational opportunities afforded by
the Internet. Each penny of the $2.25 billion per year will directly benefit our country's
children by bringing the most current technology and information into our classrooms.
It is vital that you include discounts for internal classroom connections as well Internet
Service Provider costs. This plan is essential to our children's education and future.

The cost of private education is rising at an enormous rate to try to compensate for the
increasing and never--ending costs of computer technology, but independent schools likc
TURNINGPOINT would be unable to afford such essentials without these most important
discounts for classrooms. Our students' futures depend on these telecommunications
discounts. I strongly urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

~.J,~
Deborah Richman
Head of School

DR/mf



Lebanon School District
Instructional Media Department

1000 South Eighth Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
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April 21, 1997

NAY 6 1997
Fedet'llCommunlcatlona

Dear Commissioner Ness, OffIeeOfsecrr:,;mmitrlon

I am a Technology Coordinator from Lebanon School District in Lebanon,
Pennsylvania and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all
schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and prOVide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our district has a five-year Technology Plan that identifies the need for internal
voice, data and video networks for our seven buildings and upgrading for a wide area
network for connectivity within and outside our district. Internet and other distance­
learning access to all classrooms, libraries, and offices is another identified need.
We need the discount plan to help us provide the solutions to these needs.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this
year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Sincerely,

e~>.tv!&r~->7:-
Pamela Wentling J'

G3AI303H



BOARD OF EDUCATION OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
P. O. BOX 730, COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21741-0730 • PHONE: 301-766-2815

DOcKET FILE COpyORIGINAL SUNSHINE PERIOD
B. MARIE BYERS

President

April 29, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

NAY 6 1997

Fede'" Communication. Commlnio
Otr/ce of SICIIIIIy n

I am the school board president from Washington County, and I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce for tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,

B. Marie Byers, President
Board of Education of Washington County
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SUNSHINE PERIOD
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

NAY 6 1997

,.".",~~ ......

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System works hard to assure that all
93,000 children in Mecklenburg County receive the finest education
possible and to prepare them for their future life and work in the 21 st
century. Classroom connection to the internet is essential for their
preparation for the information age.

I urge you to support the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan. This
will enable even the poorest schools the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities allowing equity in
American education.

Thank you for your service to our nation, especially to our students, our
future and number one priority.

Sincerely,

Susan Burgess

-_/
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TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
2335 PLA2:A DEL AMO

TORRANCE. CALIFORNIA 90509

SUPliFtINTiNDENT
OF SCHOOLS

DR. ARNOLD C. P~"'NIo:

TELEPHONE (310) 533-4200

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
rrJ1ie!I'riIfe'!ItIie1{prIn"
2418 West 100th Street

Torrance, CA 90504
(310) 533-4464

May 1.1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington DC 90554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commission Ness:

61997
Fet1'111 Communict .

0ffJcf Of t.>Von, Co",,,,1a...
g~ "'ion

I am an elementary principal with the Torrance Unified School District, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our school, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of tomorrow.

Teachers in the Torrance Unified School District are extremely interested in accessing the
Internet from their classrooms to enhance instruction. Furthermore, we believe that
connecting each classroom to the Internet will afford our students the best opportunity to
be prepared for the challenges to citizens· the 21st century.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

TOH=iL P.01



Federal CommunlcatJona Commiaaion
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OFFICE OF GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
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6 1997MAYThe Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

April 21, 1997

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

On behalf of the Milwaukee Public School district, I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the
poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-Ieaming
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students leam. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The 'E-rate' initiative is a critical element to the successful implementation of Milwaukee Public Schools'
Technology Strategic Plan. We are convinced that the future of our community is linked directly to how
successfully we build the Information Superhighway into teaching and learning experiences in Milwaukee.

We have a plan that is developing a broad-base of support. This plan will link each of our 6000
classrooms to the world via voice, data and interactive video communication. Training and curriculum
reform to take full advantage of these enhanced capabilities are underway.

Milwaukee Public Schools is a large, urban district with high concentrations of poverty. We are also
operating under state spending caps which limit our opportunities to pool resources needed to link our
classrooms to the Information Superhighway. The E-rate will become an important element in addressing
future communication requirements. $2.25 billion will have a great impact and constitute a great
beginning.

We are also interested in assuring that the funding reach urban districts like Milwaukee without having the
impact diffused, The rules must be constructed to support the intent of the legislation. Your task is
daunting, but you can be confident that Milwaukee is prepared to move forward. We will be successful,
because the E-rate will create expanded opportunities for Milwaukee's students and teachers.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to~
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries. -

. eel yours ..•u
Doug Has<llw~
Chief Lobbyist

DHidz
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Fed,1II Communlcltlont Commlstioa
otIice of SICfItIry

RE: CC Docket H-4I • Unave...... &«vIce to Schools and Ubreries •

I am writing In strong support~ the meaningful dllCOlI1ta for 8ChOOIa and
libraries as envisioned by the FederaI..State Joint Bon In their Recommended
Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow sc:hooIs and librari.. algnlftcant discounts for
the telecommunications and ctltlcal, non-leIef:ommunlcllflons services
necell8lY to .s.we that all of our schools ere connected to the Internet, and
other on-lIne resources that are critical to live, leam and work in an increasingly
information-driven wortd.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Ad of 1996 with the Clear intent of
insuring that Schools and Libraries would be able to access the lateat
technology. By allowing signifacant discounts on telecommunications services,
local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has acanteIy recognized the
needs of poorer schools that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to
connect with the Internet. By allowing talco and non-telco c:arri8's to compete
for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse
technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural are88 of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and libraries
- and - Ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone.
Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any further assistance.
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May 1,1997

Jill Eberhart

School Board Member

Burlingtou RE-6J School District
851 13th Street

Burliugton, CO 80807

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner

l=ederal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
WOlshington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner:

[)

NAY 6 1997
Federal Commun/catJo

Office atsee:.e,;mmlstion

I am a school board member for the Burlington RE·6J District in Colorado. Thank you for your work and

dedication in attempting to supply affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal·State Joint Board decision wilt guarantee thal all school districts

will have the opportuuity to counect to the Internet aud provide distance-learning opportunities. The proposed act

will help address the needs of our sch..lols. and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the clas<;room
where students lealll, Internal cl3Ssroom connections for disCOWlts is, what I consider, a neccessary part o:€ this
plan,

Qur school dilitri<.1 is a small district (approximately 800 students) in eastern Colorado. The financial obstacles

cosnpounded by our isolated geographic location have made: it impossible to gain access to distance.leanUng

Pn.lborams to date. We have managed to begin offering access to the Internet only just this year. As is no surprise

to you, other capital improvements sorely needed coupled with the amount of money necessary to even gain access

to othcr programs such as distance.learning seems unsurmountable. After the infratructure is in place, attempting

to find litnds to maintain access to such services as the Internet at current market rates puts significant financial

strain on our District. The discounts proposed in the Telecommunications Act would help make this goal a reality
for ll\lf students.

Our smdents need deep disc;ounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to tul1Y support the

Joint Board's discount plan for universal service {or schools.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

School Board Member
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April 16, 1997
1'-. "

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 NM Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello:

-,
c.o

My name is Steven Mollach and I am Superintendent of Schools of Unified School
District #251 North Lyon County, Americus, Kansas. I realize in the very near future
you will be reviewing and eventually voting on recommendations as they relate to the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Recently our Board of Education made a commitment of $110,000. for an Interactive
Distance Learning Lab for our schools. Yesterday, I reviewed the potential course
offerings which included Calculus, Japanese, College Composition I and II,
Economics, College Algebra, College Speech and we will be able to access the
Astrophysical Observatory at Greenbush. We are extremely proud of this
commitment but I am compelled to ask for your assistance so we can complete our
vision for a small rural school system.

Our district needs the deep discounts the 1996 Act provides. While not depending
on the discounts, the thought they could be available certainly entered into our pre­
commitment discussions. Our line cost will be $18,000. per year which, as I
understand, is considered above the average cost in Kansas. Yes, we vvill find a way
to fund the cost, but it only means another budget will suffer.

The need is here and the time is now for you to help our students reach their fullest
potential. I urge you to support the discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Sincerely,

Eh~
Superintendent of Schools

ADMIRE ELEMENTARY
BUI Stattelman. Prlnctpal
100 Easl3rd
Admire. Kansas 66830
316-528-3431

DISTRICT ATTENDANCE CENTERS
AMERICUS ELEMENTARY NORTHERN HEIGHTS HIGH
Keith Entress. Principal Don Duncan. Principal
Box 497 1208 Road 345
Americus. Kansas 66835 Allen. Kansas 66833
316-443-5165 316-528-3521

READING ELEMENTARY
Brad Butler. Principal
Box 38
Reading. Kansas 66868
316·699·3827
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Elimination of distance charges is important to the nIral communities servedlJ.Jl1eiitas:pre
providers. The expansion of telemedicine to the rural communities will be restricted
because of high communication costs. Access to quality care will be gfeatlN., el\h,~nced by
providing comparable telehealth communications costs to the rural healtJrcar.epi<:t¥l~~'P?aNS
Access to quality professionals and other resources is important to individuals in ruraf'MlY
communities.

MAY-05-1997 10:10

Not all health care providers have access to a toll free lnternet Service Provider. Eligible
providers should be able to receive assistance to help pay for toll charge's if they cannot
connect by way of a local call
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April 2, 1997

National Association ofLocal B:;:;~:'V.f-"R@mitth
1840 East Gypsy Lane Road, Bowling Green, OH 43402

Telephone: (419) 353-7714 Facsimile: (419? 353-9§f!NSHINE PERIor

RECEIVED /'l/fif5
MAY -61991, ( (OFFICERS

President
John C. Saccenti (NJ)
(609) 984-2706

Federal Communlcatlons Commission
Office of Secrstary

President-Elect
Larry Hudkins (NE)

(402) 441-7447

Secretary/Treasurer
Stephen J. Papenberg (NJ)

(908) 329-4000 ext. 237

John Clark
Universal Service Branch
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Clark:

Past President
Warren Jen8en (UT)

(80 L) 864-3489

TRUSTEES

North Atlantic Region
PauL R. Jacobsen (MA)

(6 L7) 624-5270

South East Region
Vaughn Mamlin Upshaw (NC)

(919) 663-3725

Mid East Region
Harvey Wallace, PhD (MI)

(906) 227- LL35

The following information is being provided to you per my telephone conversation of March
31, 1997 with Astrid Carlson.

In 1996, a survey of Local Boards of Health was conducted by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention in cooperation with the National Association of Local Boards of Health. The
results of this survey entitled "A National Profile of Local Boards of Health" is still in draft
fcrm but will be released this year. Information contained in the draft version identifies 3,196
Local Boards of Health in the country. Of these, 1,376 participated in the survey. 70% (963)
.Ii these serve populations of 50,000 or less. Of these, 785 serve populations of 25,000 or less.
These generally are rural counties and small communities.

I hope this information is helpful as you plan for telehealth communications to improve health
in rural areas. Local Boards of Health and Local Health Departments are an important part of
community based health particularly in rural areas. I have enclosed for your information, a
copy of my earlier letter in support of recommendations by Secretary of Health and Human
Services, Donna Shalala. You may also wish to be in contact with the National Association of
County and City Health OffiCials for input.

Mid West Region
Diane Wartgow (CO)
(303) 526-0301

Please keep us informed on the status of this effort as we would be interested in keeping Local
Boards of Health updated on this. Please feel free to contact me if I can be of further
assistance.

West Region
Connie Tatton (UT)

(801) 654-2416

State Affiliate
J. Frederick Agel (GA)
. (770) 939-4320

Sincerely,

0{<etC:::>;J~· L l

Ned E. Baker, MPH
Executive Director

State Affiliate
Grace M. Duncan (OH)

(330) 745-2915

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ned E. Baker, MPH

enclosure

cc: 1. Saccenti
N. Rawding
D. Shalala
C. Bacon
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May 1,1997

Fax:9l99663811 May 2 '97 8:53 P.Ol

John Clark
Universal Services Branch
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street NW,Room 8619
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Clark:

As of April 1997, the number of Rural Health Clinics, alUocated in roral areas is 3,329.
The source of these data is the Health Care Financing Administration, Department of
Health and Human Se["\"ices.

Patricia Taylor, Ph.D.
Director of Research Programs
Office of Rural Health Policy
Health Services Resources and Services Administration
Department of Health ar-.d Human Services

PhOne'

Poat-ir Fax Note 7671 D-5

8-/3(01

To'
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW» Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

DearCommissionerNess:

April 30, 1997 MAY 6 1997
:J,)
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As a Pennsylvania Intermediate Unit Executive Director, I would like to thank you for
your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Infonnation Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all of our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internet classroom connections is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

ARIN Intermediate Unit 28 serves as an Internet Service Provider to our local districts,
vocational-technical schools, and public libraries (as do many of our sister Intennediate Units
across the Commonwealth). Even though we provide these services at wen below market rates,
there are many institutions in our rural area that simply cannot afford Inremet connectivity. The
discounts provided in the Telecommunications Act will enable them to establish these desperately
needed connections.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you to
fully support the loint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~
Thomas P. Carey, Ed.
PAIU President

jl

Dr. Thomas P. Carey, Executive Director, ARIN JU 28, ROllte 422 East, P.O. Box 175, Shelocta, PA 15774·0175
412-463-5300 • 412·463·5315 Fax
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The Sa'k Institute for Biological Studies

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to Increase the business line Subscriber Line
Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly called 8 FERO, of at least $4.50 per line per month to
support extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health care
facilities. At the same time that it is considering imposing these new cost on American businesses, we
are told thal the Commission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true
economic cost of local access services.

1urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in effect, impose a new tax on American
business, regardless of whether it is characterized as a ~rate rebalancing- or "modification of rate
structure". With all due respect, we believe that the imposition of such taxes is the business of the
people's representatives, not appointed officials. Moreover, nationwide educational and health care
initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all interested authorities, not just as a
telecommunications matter by the FCC,

The time has come for the Commission to refonn its rules governing access charges, Which are more
than # billion a year higher than they should be. All consumers, businesses as well as residential,
deserve protection from excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy agenda should
be addressed In other ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

t s~ereIY.

Y)L/-f{clRC6.~r-
Vemell V. Fultz ~
TelecommunicationS Administrator
The Salk Institute

Cc: Chairman Reed E. Hundt

Commissioner Rachelle 8. Chong

Commissioner James H. Quello
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April 24, 1997

Michael L. Dunton
Epitope Incorporated
8505 S.W. Creekside Place
Beaverton,Oregon 97005

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

m
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Dear Commissioner Ness:

We have learned, through our association in The Information Technology and Telecommunications
Association (TCA), that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is considering a proposal to
increase the business line Subscriber Line Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly called a FERO, of
at least $4.50 per line per month. It is our understanding that these new fees are intended as support for
extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools, libraries and rural health care facilities. At the
same time that the FCC is considering imposing theses new costs on American businesses, we are told that
the Commission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true economic cost of
local access services.

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in effect, impose a new tax on American
businesses, regardless of whether it is characterized as a "rate rebalancing" or "modification of rate
structures". With all due respect, we believe that the imposition of such taxes is the responsibility of the
citizen elected representatives, and not appointed officials. Furthermore, nationwide educational and health
care initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all responsible authorities and not just as
a telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time has come for the Commission to reform its rules governing access charges, which are more than
$3 billion a year higher than they should be. All consumers, businesses as well as residential, deserve
protection from excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy agenda should be addressed
in other ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Dunton
Information and Telecommunication Systems Manager

cc: Chairman Reed E. Hundt, Commisioner James H. QueUo, Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Elizabeth Furse, US Representative
Gordon Smith, US Senator
Ron Wyden, US Senator
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

We at American Airlines have recently become concerned with the
direction Access Charge Reform appears to be taking at the FCC. We
understand that under the FCC's plan, the burden of a transition to a new access
charge and universal service regime has been disproportionately placed on
multi-line business users. Compounding the impact of these new charges, we
also understand the FCC does not plan to reduce access charges to reflect
adjustments in the current price caps formula, despite the fact that formula
adjustments are clearly appropriate and long overdue.

I respectfully request that the Commission reconsider these plans, which
would, in our judgment, impose the equivalent of a new tax on American
business. Although increased charges on business lines may be characterized
as rate structure modification and rebalancing, the Commission proposal would,
in practice, require businesses alone to pay for extending new
telecommunications capabilities into schools and libraries.

It is time for the Commission to adjust the price caps formula to reflect
demonstrated increases in LEC productivity, and thus reduce access charges
paid by the IXCs and ultimately by end users. Evidence has been presented
demonstrating that access charges are billions of dollars too high each year.
Instead of disproportionately burdening some end users, we urge the FCC to
reduce access charges for all end users.

Sincerely,

\f1 ~"'/1 /~fJC r:-'C!' I(~"J'\. b~,-

Scott Nason
Chief Information Officer ~
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

1991

The International Mass Retail Association (IMRA), on behalf of the nation's price­
competitive mass retail industry, strongly opposes the imposition of new monthly per-line
charges on business telecommunications systems.

IMRA represents 170 mass retail chains that include full-line and specialty discount
stores, home centers, catalog showrooms, dollar stores, variety stores, warehouse clubs,
deep discount drugstores and off-price stores. Collectively, IMRA retail members operate
more than 54,000 stores in the U.S. and abroad and employ well over a million people.
IMRA's members represent the overwhelming majority of the approximately $245 billion
mass retail industry.

The Commission should reject any proposal that imposes such large, unwarranted
burdens -- in effect, a new tax running into billions of dollars annually -- on U.S.
businesses. Obviously, such a significant imposition demands Congressional attention,
rather than being dropped on America's employers by regulatory action.

IMRA is also deeply concerned that the proposal does not adequately take into account
other, far preferable alternatives for funding essential universal services -- including
reductions in local access charges. Reductions, not just restructuring, of access charges
would more than suffice to maintain the Universal Service Fund. IMRA urges the FCC
not to adopt major new fees for business telecommunications users.

Sincerely,

~ d' /b./.Q -
Robert J. Verdisco
President, IMRA

j()

Washington, DC ~~~~\~tan Office

1700 North Moore Street. Suite 2250· Arlinoton. VA 22209· Phone 703.841.2300 • Fax 703.841.1184



Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

w. F. Madison
Vice President
Technology & Business Resources

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINI$
P.o. Box 3128· UNSHINE PERIOD
Houston, TX 77253-3128
Telephone 713/629-6600

1991

When the Telecommunications Reform Act of 1996 became law 14 months ago, the primary
authors of the legislation made bold predictions regarding local exchange competition and lower rates.
While it appears likely that it will take years, if not decades, before local exchange competition becomes
widely available, it now appears that business will be facing increases in their overall interstate
telecommunications expenses based on our most recent assessment of proposals circulating within the
FCC.

Last December the FCC initiated a significant phase of the Telecommunications Reform Act,
namely reform of Universal Service and Interstate Access Charge rules, which it intends to complete on
May 6th. Recent reports on the FCC's progress on these issues are extremely disturbing for business.
If the most recent proposal to surface at the Commission becomes the basis of the FCC's May 6th
decisions, overall business users' interstate costs could increase by almost $3 billion.

The FCC proposal projects to allocate approximately $3.3 billion of new Monies to subsidize
wiring and Internet access for public schools, libraries, and rural health care. It also appears that
the FCC proposal has the objective of revenue neutrality for the local exchange carriers. This means
that other industry sectors will have to pay for these increased expenditures for what is essentially
a social agenda.

We have prepared some preliminary estimates of the effects of these potential rules on
Marathon Oil. Marathon has approximately 6,000 subscriber lines and 3,000 cellular phones or
pagers. These changes are estimated to increase our annual costs by $650,000.

It is for these reasons that we at Marathon Oil express our opposition to these proposals. We
ask the commission to rethink its goals and the subsequent cost impact of its proposals on the
business community.

Sincerely,

W.F. Madison

cc: Commissioner James Quello
Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness

A subsidiary of USX Corporation
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April 3D, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Conunissioner Ness,

On behalf of the 280,000 insurance agents and independent agencies represented by the
Independent Insurance Agents of America (IIAA), I am writing to express our interest in the
upcoming decision on proposed reductions in access charges and changes to universal
service. There is a concern among the IIAA membership that many of the changes you are
contemplating will increase fees on small businesses.

Every single insurance agent relies on quality phone service to conduct their business,
whether it is taking a claim after an automobile accident or helping a customer during the
floods in North Dakota. Telecommunications is a significant cost of the llAA membership
and an essential part of their business development. The Telecommunications Act of 1996
was intended to reduce these costs.

One simple way to decrease the cost of telecommunications is to reduce access charges
consumers pay to originate and terminate long distance calls. However, any efforts to cut
access charges while increasing fees on phones for small business is bad policy and an unfair
burden on small business. Access charges should be cut.

Many of the proposals being considered by the FCC penalize small business by insuring that
they will face higher rates. Small business should not be singled out to bear the burden of
telecommunications deregulation. The FCC should follow the intent of Congress and the
understanding of the American people when the Telecommunications Act was passed:
Lower rates and increased competition.

ITAA encourages you to reject any proposal that would unfairly target small business for
increased fees- I thank you for your attention to this matter and look forvvard to your
decision.

Paul A. Equale
Senior Vice President
of Government Affairs

PAE/kb

TOTRL P.01
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

i",;"
.,ii

I understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the business Subscriber Line
Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly called a FERC, of at feast $4.50 per line per
month to support extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools, libraries, and rural
health care facilities. At the same time that it is considering imposing these new costs on the
California State Lottery (CSL) as well as other American businesses, I am told that the
Commission will not take the long overdue step of bringing rates closer to the true economic cost
of local access services.

I urge you NOT to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in effect, impose a new tax of
$40,500 per month ($486,000 per year) on the CSL, regardless of whether it is characterized as a
"rate rebalancing" or "modification of rate structures". With all due respect, I believe that the
imposition of such taxes is the business of the people's representatives, not appointed officials. It
should be noted that this amount of rate change forced upon the CSL really equates to a
$486,000 revenue shortfall for California education; education is the single recipient of all
unexpended CSL administrative funds.

The time has come for the Commission to reform its rules governing access charges, which are
more than $3 billion a year higher that they should be. All consumers, businesses as well as
residential, deserve protection from excessive monopoly prices. The Administration's social policy
agenda should be addressed in other ways and not get in the way of these reforms.

Wi , Director
Information Management & Services Division
California State Lottery
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FCC Commission
Washington, D.C.

Dear Commissioner Ness:

May 51 1997
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We are writing to request your support to vote on the universal
service policy which is part of the implementation· of the
telecommunications Act of 1996. The key provision of the Act mandates
the FCC to direct Telecommunications subsidies to schools, libraries
and rural healthcare providers. As a rural health provider, we are
extremely concerned abou~ the effect of continuing the current rates
and the po~ential for providing the services through this medium. The
key to the provisions is the fact that distance charges currently
prOhibit most providers from the distance charges on a monthly basis.
without the subsidization of distance charges I the Telecommunication
Acts benefits for rural health providers would be minimal.

Although we are fortunate to have non-toll charge access to an
Internet service provider, it is clear that in other areas this is not
available. Therefore, the proposal to support ISP charges is requested
to also be supported in this vote so that improved access for
information and services may be achieved for rural providers.

Thank you for your important consideration of these facts. Your
positive vote in support of the universal service policy would be
greatly appreciated.

ResP~fuI1Y, -

l1h;hI~
Gary W. Mitchell, eRE
Chief Executive Officer

GWM/vc

"Heritage ofHealth., Future ofWellness"

(4051 Q38~2551 Fax(405)Q38~2309
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COLUSA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL ~ 912024182821 NO. 296 Q01

Commissioner Jim Queno 202/41e.2802
Commissioner Raehelle Chong 202/41 B·2620
Commissioner Susan Ness 202/418·2821
Federal Communications Commission

VIA FAX

Dear Commissioner:

Please vote to extend REAL universal service to rural America this week.

1997

Colusa Community Hospital is a small rural hospital in Northern California. Tl1is request for
help is sent via FAX because 60 miles north of the California's state capital we still do not have
toll·free intemet access.

Later this week, you will be voting on whether small rural hospitals like ours can have
reasonable access rates to the same telecommunications services our urban neighbors have
enjoyed for several years. I urge you to help make this happen! Rural America has been
bypassed by the information super-highway because neither the FCC nor the state PUCs nas
made it a priority.

I know the value of telemedicine in rural health. Our hospital is one of the "top ten
telemedicine sites" in the nation (December, Telemedicine and Telehealth Networks), We
have tested and proven the concept of linking rural health professionals with urban consultants
to improve tne health of our patients. The lack of access to an adequate telecommunications
network denies this technology to most of rural America. Please help tear down this wall by
voting to eliminate or subsidize the onerous distance charges levied by the carriers.

As the Chairman of California's Rural Hospital Association, I know your vote will have a
dramatic impact on our 75 small and rural hospitals. Access to the internet and realistic toll
charges will make high quality medical services available to all Americans. The purpose of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 is to level the health playing field between urban and rural
residents. Without your vote to reduce the cost of rural access tnat won't happen.

Sincerely,

~~/3Q-d
Edward C. Blanet, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer

ce: Congressman Vic Fazio (D-CA)


