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MSTA UniServ Director

April 16 1997

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

NAY 1 1997

We are The Frederick Association of School Support Employees
of Frederick Maryland. We are writing in support of the Universal
Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring
that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications
services this year. We urge the FCC to fUlly support the Joint
Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

.~in~

~wright
President
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(717) 776-2000 and Instruction

Dr. William K. Cowden
Superintendent ofSchools

April 17, 1997

Dr. Bruce J. Neighbers
Assistant Superintendent

Director. Elementary Education

; ./

The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Hon. Ness:

I am Dr. Richard D. Nilsen, Director of Curriculum and Instruction
from Big Spring School District and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity
to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities.
The $2.2 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce
of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunication services this
year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan
to universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

l~ /' ;> '-= ,L'- .i,-C-A- It ,,~--·.e/·,y

Richard D~ Nilsen,'Ed.D.
Director of Curriculum/Instruction



1620 LIVINGSTON STREET • MANDEVILLE, LA 70448

MARIAN C. ARROWSMITH, PRINCIPAL

JEAN KRIEGER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

DOCKET ALE COPYOR1@~

CZ?ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ?ZZZZ%ZZZ<ZZZZZZ??ZZZZZZZ?ZZZZZZ??ZZZZZZZZ2ZZZZ7

April 8, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844

• I

Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:
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I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
\vhere students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely, .

~£)~
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MAY 1 1997

To The Honoraltle Susan Ness:

Re: CC Docket 96-45 -- Universal Service to Libraries and Schools. I am writing in support ~f the
discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended
Rules published last November.

If adopted, the Recommended Rules will allow libraries and schools signiticant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our
libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are needed to live, learn,
work and create in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of ensuring that libraries and
schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications and related services, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of schools and
libraries that must constantly upgrade their facilities and services in order to remain connected and
competitive. A better educated populace benefits all of society.

I also wish to express the opinion that the language of the final rules regarding universal service should
explicitly state that:
• the word "schools" includes ALL educational institutions (not just public schools) and all

levels (college/university as well as K-12);
• ALL libraries (not just public libraries) are considered educational institutions.

By way of our many consortial agreements,' interlibrary loan services, special collections access and guest
privileges, "private" college libraries such as the one in which I work serve patron grouups far wider than
their own school populations. We also play an important role ill providing infonnation services Lo our local
citizens and to the national scholarly community. Our ability to both give and receive information services
depends on timely, reliable Internet access. Please convey these recommendations to the members of the
Federal Communications Commission and the Illinois Commerce Commission on my behalf.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

~~
Claire Eike

cc: AJ. CB. JL. AC

Claire Eike
Director

37 South Wabash Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

312.899.2019
312.899.1465 fax
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Ms. Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION

President
Thomas Davis
Missouri

Put President
Patricia Hayes
Colorado

Presldent·Elect
Lyle Neumann
Illinois

Secretary·Treuarer
Barbara Roberts Mason
Michigan

Nortbeutern Area Dlreeton
Beverly Greenberg
Connecticut

James C. Dawson
New York

Southern Area Direelon
Ethel Hall
Alabama

Adrienne Ottaviani
Maryland

Central Area Directors
Betty Preston
Missouri

Norma Cook
Indiana

Midwest Area Directors
Kevin Gilmore
Kansas

Emmalou Rodriguez
New Mexico

Padflc Area Dlreeton
William Byron Darden
Arizona

Judith Stiegler
Oregon

1012 Cameron Street
AlexandIia, Virginia 22314

703-684-4000
FAX 703-836-2313

Dear Commissioner Ness:

The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) is a private nonprofit
association representing state and territorial boards of education. Our principal

I objectives are to strengthen state leadership' in education policy-making, promote
excellence in the education of all students, advocate equality of access to educational
opportunity, and assure responsible governance of public education.

We are writing to express our support for the Federal-Joint State Board on Universal
Service's recommendations to the Federal Communications Commission regarding
discounted access charges to telecommunications services for schools and libraries.
Establishment of an educational rate, the "e-rate," and final approval of their proposals
are vital to providing students and teachers affordable access to the information
superhighway.

While the nation is experiencing fantastic growth in Internet use, our schools lag far
behind in the ability to utilize its educational benefits. According to the Department
of Education only 14% of schools nationwide are now connected to the Internet. For
many cash-strapped schools struggling to provide the bare minimum of basic
instructional materials such as textbooks, the costs associated with obtaining advanced
computer technology and installing the necessary wired infrastructure remain
prohibitively high. Adoption of the Federal-Joint State Board's plan would go a long
way toward enabling schools to offer the technological opportunities and education
students will need to succeed in the 21st century.

If the recommendations are approved, the average school would receive a 60%
discount rate on a all telecommunications services including Internet access, internal
classroom connections, and installation and maintenance costs. The proposals allow
schools the flexibility to develop a level of service best suited to their educational goals
and financial budgets. Perhaps most importantly, direct classroom connections to the
Internet will become more common and ensure students receive a hands-on learning
experience.

This matter is in the utmost public interest. Without educational discounts, many
students will remain technologically illiterate: NASBE urges you' to approve the
universal service recommendations for schools and libraries in implementing the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

--~et.~
e a L. Welburn

Executive Director

Brenda Ullenthal Welbum
Executive Director
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Joseph A. Martin t Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

OOCKErFILE
COpyORIGINAl..Telephone: (412) 656-4771

Fax (412) 656-4786

NEW CASTLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
420 Fern Street

New Castle, PA 16101-2640

Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary-Business Manager

April', 17I 1997

The Hono'rable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

MAY 1 1997
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RE: CC Docket No 96 - 4 5

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the Business Manager from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local budget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit
and. our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealth for local tax effort.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

mavl-~·(7~
Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary-Business Manager

cc: Board of Directors

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Montana Education Association

April 18, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Fedeql1 Communications Commission
1919 M. St. NW, Room 832
Washington, D.c. 20054

RE: CC: Dock~t No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

) 232 East Six!h AveI\¥t~· Helena, Montana 59601 • 406-442-4250
~.P rl '-: ._::. i i G-800-398-0826 (Toll-free) • Fax: 406-443-5081

MAY 1 1997,

On behalf of the 10,000 members of the Montana Education Association, I are writing in support of the
Federal-State Joint Board's recommendation that would provide meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so every student can have affordable access to the
world of information technology. The Universal Services Fund provision of the Telecommunication Act
mandates the development of special discounts for all schools and libraries so they can secure the services
at affordable prices.

Affordable acces~ to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long
learners can connect with technology they will need to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.
Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers
of new technology well into the 21 st century.

The Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service made a unanimous recommendation for the
implementation of the Universal Services Fund provisions related to schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our schools in Montana significant discounts on all services, with deep
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and most expensive to service. All schools
would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential
to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

We cannot afford to have our schools become segregated into technology "haves" and the technology
"have-nots." We need to prepare all of our children for the future.

I ask for your support of the Joint Board's recommendations. These provisions will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

~~
Enc Feaver, President
Montana Education Association

Affiliated with National Education Association
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April 18, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Coqunissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from Washington Colony
Elementary School District, and I would like to express my strong support for this
program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to
the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for
internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential
for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Prvgraill is desperately o"\·erdue and our
students need these 'discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and
the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board
and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~L//~.4-

Dale H. Drew, District Superintendent • Marjorie Silva, Vice PrincipaJlProject Director
Jeff Dronyk, Transportation & Maintenance SUpervisor • Helen M. Cabrera, Administrative Secretary • Bobbi Eldridge, Business Manager

Board ofTrustees: Robert E. Dack: • Ted L. Davis • Paul R. Demant • Liz Faccinto • Peter L. Mathew
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WOODLAKE ELEMENTARY SCH~~lL~
1620 LIVINGSTON STREET • MANDEVILLE, LA 70448

MARIAN C. ARROWSMITH, PRINOPAL

JEAN KRIEGER, ASSISTANT PRINOPAL
DocKETFILE COpya~~

April 8, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1

. :~~
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I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
\vhere students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discOlmts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorro\v.

Our students need deep discotmts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.
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L. ROBERT JIALLIIAN

As.lstant Superintendent

April 18, 1997

DR. GEORGE W. SEVERNS. JR.
superlntenden~PRZI 100G~~1 DENISE L. RUSSELL

L -. 1\f:t1F1LE COpydRiGie,;;;nager
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The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissic;mer
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1

I am the Business Manager of the Dover Area School District,
Dover, Pennsylvania and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

As our student enrollment expands in our community, we are faced
with the difficult task of meeting tomorrow's needs with today's
cash. We are a rural bedroom community, that borders a very
industrial area. Our local support is residence property taxes.
We have developed a financial/strategic plan that incorporates
technology for uses such as distance learning, developing kiosks
for use by residents, year round use of facilities exploration,
and a commitment to lifelong learning.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunicatiorls seFvices
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board'S
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Denise L. Russell
Business Manager

Dover Community Partnership Develops Life Long Learners
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Commissioner James H. OueHo".
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Sl. NW Room H02
Washinglnn, DC 20554

Rt:: Ex paJ1e contact in CC 1)11ckct Nos. 96-45 and 96-262

Dcar Commissioner Qucllo:

I am writing un hchalfofmy company, HOT{, Inc" to gain YOlli' support not to incrt:use
husiness line subscriber line charges and impose FERO. As I 1.Illdcrstand the proposal. it
will add about $4.50 per li.nc per month, reprcscming an annual cost illcreU5C to HDR of
more than $50,000. These im.:n:ascs purpnrtedly an: to Lll:l:Ol1l11lodatc extending new
telecommunications capabilities to schools, Jihl'aries and rural health facilities. Although
these arc worthy goals. they have Httle to do wilh the actll:l1 4":l1S1 01" lhese 5cl'viccs. Althe
same time th~ FCC is considering imposing lh~se new costs on our business, I am b(.~ing

lold thallhe Commission wiJI not take lhe long overdue step of'hringing rates closer to
the true economic cost of local aCl:~S~ services,

I urg4.: yuu not to adopt the roregoing proposals. Whether they arc chanwtcrized as "rat\,,~

rebalancing" or "modification of'rale structures", they arc in fact a new tax on AmericiJn
I.msillcss\"~s, With all dlle r(~Sp(;l~L I believe the imposit.ion of sw.:h taxes is the business of
the pCl)plc's reprcscntativ~s. nol appointed officials. Moreover, nationwide educalioIl.t1
and hcalthcarc initiatives should he considered on Cl comprehensive ha-;is by all intcreswd
authorities;, a~ they arc not just a matl.er for the fCC.

I also urge the Commission to reform its rules governing i.tl:cess charges. All conSUlller~,

businesses as well as residential consumers, deserve protection from excessive monopoly
pricing. This issue has been talked abuut for lo() long and i~ costing the comillmer ahout
$3 billion mon.: than it shoull1. The Ad.rninistTation's sodal policy agenda should be
addrt~sscd in other ways and. not l?l~l in Lh~ way of Ihese reforms.

Sincerely.

Zr .TNe. ~
tl

f
_

. n~.~o Privete a
Vk~c President
Information Services & Tcc1Ulologies

HDR. Inc. &404 Indian Hills Orive
Omaha. Nebl1lSka

Telephone
402 3gg·1000

Architecture
Engineering___ , __.... 1 •
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Tracie T. McIntyre
19 Hanging Moss Road

Savannah,Georgia 31410

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room# 844
Washington, DC 20554

April 16, 1997

RE: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

DOCKET RLE COPY ORIGINAl.

I am a parent from Blessed Sacrament school diocese and would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access
to the Infonnation Superhighway.

Thank you.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly into the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital to this process. This plan is also essential in
preparing our students for Workforce 2000.

Sincerely,

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's Discount plan for universal services to schools.

Tracie T. McIntyre
Parent



15783 Eighteenth Avenue
LEMOORE. CALIFORNIA 93245
Telephone (209) 924-3405

Fax (Z09) 924-1153

April 11, 1997

\,~ ':~ ~ .
8fC'i:l'~c:.\) t~': r'"

CENTRAL UNION SCHOOL DISTRICfl. . , .

"< \.. ,.Joan F. Gusinow, Ph.D
" " \' 'j I SuperintendenOOCKET BOARD MEMBERS

.... '_l) 1 1\ P.O. Box 1339 ALE COPY naJ~~HII.~rease
t'\?R L\ . NAS LEMOORE. CALIFORNIA 93245-1339 ~LIA~Jr.

arry ones
Paul Newton
Olivia Reynoso
Mark Seymon

MAY 1 1997
The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket NO.96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a superintendent from Central Union School District, and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow. The Central Union School District would use the discounts to offset the
costs of our T1 lines.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

..:z;;:; ":'~tA""';1iJ
Joan F. w_~rp
Superintendent

JFG:caa
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331 SHAFTER AVENUE
SHAFTER, CALIFORNIA 93263

(805) 746-7700
~ifSP;), 7t~97j4

District Superintendent
Daniel L. Knapp, Ph.D.

Board Members
Ralph Goehring

Lawrence E. Handel
Cain Maldonado

Steven W. Skalisky
Noel R. Wilson

Ms. Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington DC 20554

MAY 1 1997
w

;.;: ~-:~ 'l

AJ

RE: CC DOCKET NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you regarding the federal "E-Rate " Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am the superintendent of the Richland-Lerdo School District, and I would
like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations
regarding its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country. More importantly, the plan will bril1g
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, discounts for
internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed
final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for sch.ools and
libraries. .

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

P'f~
Daniel L. Knapp, Ph.D.
District Superintendent



DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION
JEFF SEyMOUR District Superintendent
JOYCE ROEBUCK Deputy Superintendent

Business, Personnel & Administrative Services
ARMENE CHAVDARIAN Assistant Superintendent, Instruction
CARLOS MANRIQUE.......Assistant Superintendent, Student Support Services

3540 North Lexington Avenue

DISTRICTSCHOOL

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MR. DAVID B. REE~~;:;;;.;;:.: : Pres~dent

MRS. EMILY ISHIGA~~l!:.F-F'tI=-"' Vlce.Presldenl
MRS. BONNIE JIMENEZ ~OPy.~·i· ·..Clerl
MR. STEPHEN D. HAKE ~~f.ulN.4l Membe
MRS. SUSAN WELDON Membe

CIT YMaN T EEL

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

MAY t 1997, .,

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I am writing to you in regards to the federal fiE-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am a
locally elected school board member from EI Monte City School District, and I would like to express my
strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will have access to the Inte'rnet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the
country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that
each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the
inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size
of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential for
preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for teiecommunications services this year. i urge you and· tile other FCC
commissioners to fUlly support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final
regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Emily Is aki
Vice P sident, EI Monte
City School Board of Education

Elljd
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April 17, 1997

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20544

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
Charleston High School

Route 16 & 130

Dear Ms. Ness:
RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

As a high school media specialist in a small town in east central lllinois, I am writing in
strong support ofthe meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the
Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

These Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the telecommunications.
and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that ALL of our public
libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are
critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

I understand that Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear
intent of insuring that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology.
By allowing significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and
Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs ofpoorer schools and
libraries that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By
allowing telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the
discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve
the diverse urban and rural areas ofthe State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our students... our future. We
all agree that a better educated community benefits everyone. •

Sincerely,

Carol A. Bomball
Charleston High School
Media Specialist
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

RE: Docket NO. 96-45

April 14, 1997

Dear Commissioner Ness:

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance - learning opportunities.

I am the principal of Blessed Sacrament School in the Diocese of Savannah. I
would like to thank you for your dedication· to ensure that all schools will have affordable
access to the Information Highway.

In our technology plan, we plan to connect to the Internet, install four TVNCR
units, and place three computers in the classrooms, media center, and computer lab for
the 1997-98 school year. We applied for a grant to add three additional CD-Rom
computers to our lab.

OUI" ~tu...l'c>nt~ need "'e...... d;"'co""'+<' +or t .. 'e",..,TY\TY\ll ;" ...t;,..,n s..... ';ce<:: th
'
s vear Tu"ae.... .., l,.;.....,.1 '" U. """"1:-' ...~ Y-i. ... i.~ J. "'_I>. \00''-''41>. .....4 ... _.& .£ .... "- ...... ''''''... ....J. ".L 0..: .a.) • ~ ""e

the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal services to schools.
Thank you for taking the time. to hear my concerns.

~~~
Mary Anne Butler
Principal

cc: Reverend Jeremiah J. McCarthy, Pastor
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Josepb A .l\W'tin, Jr.
Superintendent o~cbools
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NEW CASTLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
420 Fern Street

New Castle, PA 16101-2640

Telephone: (412) 656-4771
Fax (412) 656-4786

April 17, 1997

Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary-Business Manager

RE: a; Docket No 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness: :

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

An Equal Opportunity Employer

I am the Board Secretary from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring. that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

Sincerely,

maW-!~

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local budget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit
and our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealth for local tax effort.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and prOVide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools al'ld Iibrar~es.

Miss Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary

Thank you.
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Park Forest Public Ubrary
400 Lakewood Park Forest. Illinois 60466
(708) 748·3731

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our
public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are critical to
live, learn and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized
the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with
the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the
discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse
urban and rural areas ofthe State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools - and 
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone.

BLF:ct

IY~I.ML JFfj'~./., 0)< ,?~
Barbara L. Flynn :
Administrative Librarian
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The Honorable Susan No££, CommiggionAr
Federal Comrnunh;i::\Llull:::l commit;;t;;ion
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washinqton, D. C. 20554

Dear Commissiun~I.' Ness:

As Superintemltml uf the School Di~tri<.:t oC Newberry
County, 1 <;:ol1lmend you fo.r your perseverance in making
technoloqy accessible in 0.11 school districts and educational
agencies. 'l'he d.l.ccount you ar~ ~llpport i n9 WOULd hell' our
~Cnool district as we lullow our District Strategic Plan for
the Year 2000. In out" Lt:'al·n~r ~t.ilndnrd 10, our qoal is: to
provlde tIle u~~uLLull.iLr [Ot' studente to use computcro ~nd

other technology ~xtqnsJ.vr'ly r.hrc')\]gh(,)\1t tho school curriculum.
Passing the 'l'elt:-,;ollll11unicatiol'ls Act will u11<>.... UG the
opportunit~ to conn~ct to r.hp. Tnt.ArnQt more sw it tly without
overburden~ng our technology bUdqet.

At present, o;'h~ stute of South Carolint'l is setting o.oide
G40 miLlion to Gupport £chool t~ehnolngy. Of that, nearly Sl~

million is directly goinq Lv ~Lvvide t~lecommunications acc.:eliflif
to ~chools. In our di£tr i(~t i.\lon~, nA.1rl y $60 thousand of
local funds will lJe ::l~~lIt m.::lKing these connections. If u 60%
diG~ount werQ realized, th~ savingR tn t.ha state would be $Y
million, and dL UUL ~lstrict level we could reduce our 10c01
operating bUQ9Qt by $"H:i tholl!".::lnci. '!lhesQ rBductlon~ could be
used to praviut; Lux ni!lief 01- they could be used .in other
areas of educ.:aLion that so dqspQrAtA1y nAed funding.

I urge the FCC and the Joint Board to fl) 11 Y s:upport t.he
discount. plan which will better p.t·U~.)(H·~ UU1' students 0.5 they
enter the work force or continuo th~1r ~dUCdlinn~l AndA~vors.

Sincarely,

Me-
'rEe Dowling
Di~tri~L superinten t

'T'F.CD:jwc

Po,t Office Box 118 • Newbeny, Snuth carolina 2~108 • Telephone (803) 321·2600 • rAX (803) 321·2604
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MAY 1 19971
The Honorable Susan Ness, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am Lois M. Nichols. Director of Technology at Holy Trinity Day School in Bowie,
Maryland, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital, as is your inclusion of Intemet Service Provider costs. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our school needs inexpensive access to the internet so that we may prepare OUf

students for the future in an information rich society. They must have access to thi~
information and be taught how to ma.nage and use it correctly. Our students need -~ <:">

deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully C"_ ~g$. ;.;;
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools' sand fibrafies.'::~~ ~

o .=-;.~~;;;
~...... :.;-,7:..." 0

Thank you. -0 or:;;.
o ..

u:>
-..:l

Lois M. Nichols, Ph.D.
Director of Technology
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14 April 1997

SUPblINT£NDEHT JOE SIMAS
GOVERNING SOARD KEN BAfAO JANICe lie KATHY NEIC3HSOAS CAROL REYNOLDS FAEO WILLS

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96..45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I am the Superintendent of Hanford Elementary School District, and I would like to thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and educational agencies will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities for our students. The $2..25 billion a year will help
address the needs of our schools, and most importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom, into the hands of students. Your inclusion of intemal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing our youngsters for
the future. We have just completed our plans to wire all nine of our schools and the
district services facilities, so we are in an excellent position to take advantage of this
proposal. It will assist us in completing our plans much sooner than we originally
anticipated.

Schools need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year in order to provide
Internet access to all of our students. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools. It is the only way we will be able to ensure
equitable access to iniormation.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely, ()

9c- xJ~'4
Joe Simas, Superintendent
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Stree~ NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

APR-19-1997 11:53

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:
I am the Director ofTechnology for the Godwin Heights Public Schools, and I would like

to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly the plan to bring services directly to the classroom where student learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts in vitaL This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce for tomorrow.

Our belief that technology supports learning is reflected in the passage of a bond in
June of 1995 specifically for technology. The money generated as to our Technology Plan
first established a tiber WAN between our 7 buildings. Part of that first phase also was the
installment of a LAN in each school building allowing up to 7 computen in each dassroomt
as well as voice and video. The intent of this plant developed by our community, was to
bring technology to the classroom where the students are and where learning takes place.
As a result we now have the ability to bring the internet to each classroom. Our Tl line to
the local ISD brings the signal to the district. 1am telling you this because I want you to
know that we believe technology, for example the Internet. is important to the learning
process. The resources available through the Internet expands learning opportunities.

Tbe passage of the bond provided the funds to build a solid infrastructure for our
future technology needs, but the ongoing costs are coming from the general fund. The
passage of this discount program is extremely important to the continuance of our.
technology plan.

OUf students wi.il benefit by the adoption of this program. I urge the FCC to fully support
the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service to schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

){'~'~eo.1!dfi~~
Ronald Postma
Director ofTechnology
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April 21, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am writing in response to a recent New York Time's article on the FCC's
impending decision on local phone rates and the implementation of the 1966
Telecommunications Act.

The plan discussed in the article proposes to cut access charges, which is
a good idea. But, to allow the local phone companies to make up the lost
revenue in new and increased fees on residential consumers and small
businesses is a terrible idea. First, my understanding from the article is
that access charges are way above cost. To the extent they are above cost,
they should be cut plain and simple.

Second, as a small business person I resent any attempt by regulators to
protect local phone monopolies profits, or to recoup any lost revenues on
the backs of small business. I should not have to pay more for a second or
third phone line just to allow the local phone companies to maintain what
is pure gravy for their bottom lines.

The cost of communications is a significant part of my business expenses
and the new law was supposed to cut those costs, not increase them.
Inflated access charges should be reduced by the FCC, but not at the
expense of real local competition and certainly not simply to protect
monopoly profits with increased or additional fees on my business.

I am anxious for the chance to choose my local phone carrier, not see my
local or long distance phone bill increase just to cover the revenue stream
of an antiquated system.

I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

Sin/y,?~

?//;j3~
D. Christopher Benfer
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21 April 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to thank you for your dedicated efforts to ensure affordable
access to the Information Superhighway for libraries and schools.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board plan will
provide this access to even the poorest of our nation's schools. Your
inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections as well as Internet
service provider costs is critical.

On behalf of the entire Mercy High School community, I ask the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan. We thank you sincerely for
your good work in this vital educational arena.

Sincerely,

Sister Carol Wheeler, RSM
Principal

CEW/car


