
A leading economic forecasting firm, The WEFA Group, has predicted that
Southwestern Bell's entry into the long-distance market would help spur employment
and economic growth in Oklahoma. According to The WEFA forecast, approximately
10,250 additional jobs and an additional $712 million in real Gross State Product would
be realized.

Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt,

April 22, 1997

M.~Y 1 1997

As executive director of the Tulsa Economic Development Corporation (TEDC), those
numbers were like music to my ears - particularly the estimate of 4, 147 new jobs
created in Tulsa alone. Obviously, I support this application and urge you to do the
same.

Actually, I'm not surprised by The WEFA numbers. Already, several companies in
recent years have relocated to our community, citing Tulsa's and Oklahoma's
centralized location in the United States as one key reason. Our central location, as
they well know, results in lower product transportation expenses and in lower long­
distance bills. It seems only logical that even more companies would be interested in
our area when, as a result of Southwestern Bell's entry into the market, long-distance
bills decrease even more.

The opportunity for further relocation of businesses into Tulsa is, of course, just one of
many reasons for supporting this application. There is also the consideration of our
current large, medium and small businesses -- not to mention the state's residential
customers - all of which stand to gain from Southwestern Bell's entry. The fact is, all
Oklahomans will benefit once the applicatio"n is approved.

You, Mr. Chairman, can help assure those benefits by approving Southwestern Bell's
filing for long-distance service.

Sincerely,

c{f((f!((
Tulsa Economic Development Corporation

CC: Commissioner James QueUo
Commissioner Susan Ness
Commissioner Rachelle Chong /

..,.,..-,,~



MAY 1 1997

April14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal CUifimuntCiitt--JIIS Cornmis-sican
1919 M Street NW
WU5hifi!,~ DC 20554

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am a classroom teacher from Platte County R-3, and I would like to thank you for your

Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan win
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs ofall our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly

for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomoITow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,

S~~v~~
~/.

Janet Leachman



April 12, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle R Chong, Commissioner
Fcdernl COOlmunicuti(}fiS Cummi~'"Sioo

1919 M Street NW
Washington DC 20554

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Ken Curtis

Valley Park,. MO 63088 M.~Y ,. 1997



Gove~ard

Jean A. Romero~~l~ """
Ernestine Jones, Clerk "'lJPy~
Luis Antonio Figueroa, Member ~~
Yolanda Hernandez, Member
Juan M. Trujillo, Member

Julian T. Lopez, Ph.D.
Superintendent

April 17, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
VVashington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

M.~Y 1 1997

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am the
superintendent ofthe San Ysidro School District, and I would like to express my strong support for this
program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the country, and more
importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have
the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element ofthis plan is vital to the
overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore, the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom
connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am
sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need these
discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully
support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely,

/?~
r. Julian T. Lopez

Superintendent

4350 Otay Mesa Road, San Ysidro, CA 92173-1685 (619) 428-4476 Fax (619) 428·1505 • Internet: JuIian@SYSD.KI2.CA.US



ROSE H. WILDER, ED. D.
SUPERINTENDENT

April 15, 1997

CLARENDON SCHOOL DISTRICT T~IO
15 MAJOR DRIVE 'ErFILEC

POST OFFICE Box 1252 OP)tOR.
MANNING, SOUTH CAROLINA 29102 YGIN~

TELEPI-i"~E:
803/435-4435

FAX:

803/435-8172

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 29554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am a superintendent from Clarendon School District Two, and I would like to thank you for
your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-Ieaming
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you,

~cereIY, _~

~iard-·Wilder, Ed.D
Superintendent

Accredited by the Southern Associ.ltioll ofColleges & Schools



2250 OLD OAKDALE ROAD
1\knONALD, PENNSYIX\NL\ In057

(412) 221-4542
FAX (412) GD:)-2.HH;)

April 21, 1997

RECE
The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

c'
'..... , .•._. ,-.;

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint Boards recommendation to
provide significant discounts for all telecommunications services including connections within
each classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee that all students have an equal
opportunity to benefit from our nation's technological advancements. This will prove to be a
major step in the efforts to prepare students for their future in which 60% of the jobs will
require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed discounts would provide a major
thrust to our efforts to integrate technology into the curriculum. We are committed to providing
our students with the computer skills that business demands and that our workforce will need
in order to maintain our competitiveness in a global economy.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools for all telecommunications
services including internal connections. This action will open the door of opportunity for every
student in our country and help to prepare our workforce of the future.

Sincerely,

u~L~~
Superintendent of Schools

pc: Board of School Directors

"The mission of the South Fayette Township School District as an II1tegral part of the community, IS to develop each student's full acaden7lc potential
by providing high quality educationaf opportunities m a carrng,. sate. pO<;Jt1ve encl(jnmt'ni. In encourage lifelong !fean/lnq, and t(, develop ethical,
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millard %~
PUBLIC SCHOOLS I'l~COP>'

Curriculum Offices. 5606 So. 147th St. • Omaha, NE 68137-2604. (402) 895-8301 • (Fax) 895-8448 6J?tG1N4(

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20054

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

April 21, 1997

MAY 1 1997,

Dear Commissioner Quello,

I am the Director of Secondary Education for Millard Public Schools in Omaha, Nebraska, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

As you know, the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital,
especially in light of all the "cuts" occurring here in Nebraska.

The "discounts" would assist us greatly in the following areas:

1. Distance Learning. In a sparsely populated state like Nebraska, distance learning connections are essential
options for increasing the curriculum available to students. If the cost is too great, this cannot happen.

2. Network Bandwidth. Our current data network uses a fairly low speed technology because it is less
expensive. This, in tum, limits what we can do with management software and communications technology.
We want to upgrade our system when it is affordable.

3. Media Services. One specific illustration of bandwidth limitation is the information sources now available
through our media centers. We know of some other good online options, but our system is too slow to use
them. We think the situation of what we need, but cannot afford, is a similar issue for most school systems.

4. Efficiency. Technology is making more current information available when needed for those who have
access. This allows decision-makers to be more productive and to make truly informed decisions. We
support the President's goal of fixing the access problem. Anything that makes entry more affordable is a
step in the right direction.

5. Student Learning. Networks are changing how everyone has access to information and expanding what is
available. It will not be acceptable if some students have this advantage and others do not. Students need
access for their learning while in school and thinking about possible careers.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Kleinsmith, Ed.D.
Director of Secondary Education

c: Dr. Keith Lutz, Superintendent



FRANKLIN AREA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
FRANKLIN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PONE LANE
FRANKLIN, PA 16232

21. April, 1997

The HonoOlble Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Fedenl Communications Commission
1919M Street N.W. Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

We write in supportof meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools and
libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world of infor­
mation technology. The Telecommunications Act-through its Universal Service Fund
provisions-mandate the development of special discount Oltes for all schools and libraries
so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of our nation's people.
Affordable access to teclUlology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and
life-long learners can connect with the technology they would need to compete in today's and
tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create
informed and skilled consumers of new technology well into the 21 st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal Communi­
cations Commissions (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the Universal Service
Fund provisions related to schools and libraries. These recommendations would give our
learning institutions significant discounts on all services that are commercially available, with
deeper discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service.
All schools would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of
which are essential to providing the most advanced leaming opportunities to the greatest number
of students.

We urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will provide
affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools and libraries flexibility in choosing
the services needed to meet each COIlUllunity's diverse needs. Most importandy, these provisions
of adopted by the FCC, will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

t')){k-/e-/
/"}

l//-~-e..
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1700 Via Caso Ii
Monterey, Ca 93940
April 23, 1997

Hon. Racheffe B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NVV, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong,

In reference to the e-rate draft rules (CC Docket No.96-95), a
YES vote would be greatly appreciated. Schools would benefit
from this proposal's cost reduction and allow many to provide
telecommunication capabilities to their students at the school
sites.

Your support is vital to schools across this nation. Please vote
YES for the e-rate draft rules.

Sincerely,

eth bf)'
Classroom Teacher
Foothill School
Monterey, Ca



B. MARIE BYERS
President

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
P. O. BOX 730. COMMONWEALTH AVENUE. HAGERSTOWN. MARYLAND 21741-0730 • PHONE: 301-766-2815

OOCKETALECO~~l
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April 29, 1997 MAY r 1997.

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am the school board president from Washington County, and I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce for tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,

B. Marie Byers, President
Board of Education of Washington County

cas
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Lebanon School District
Instructional Media Department

1000 South Eighth Street
Lebanon, PA 17042

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong,

MAY f 1997

April 21, 1997

I am a Technology Coordinator from Lebanon School District in Lebanon,
Pennsylvania and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all
schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our district has a five-year Technology Plan that identifies the need for internal
voice, data and video networks for our seven buildings and upgrading for a wide area
network for connectivity within and outside our district. Internet and other distance­
learning access to all classrooms, libraries, and offices is another identified need.
We need the discount plan to help us provide the solutions to these needs.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this
year. I urge the FCC to fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
,,"-;; •.. A

'-::"d~l ~J2-~:;&~
Pamela Wentling ;;



BOX 112· TAMAQUA, PA 18252
Phone: (717) 668·2570 • FAX: (717) 668-6850

TAMAQUA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

RAYMOND C. KINDER
Su".,lnl.ndllnl

EX P;\;;'I'T: I ( " .\..... t"'mR1CK T BAUSCH
- ILPi~\'I+' .. ~. "A3'a ant Superintendent

April 28, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am Assistant Superintendent for the Tamaqua Area School District
and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all
schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of
all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

As we wrestle with the development of LAN's, WAN's and internet access,
we are faced with several challenges. They include the logistics
involved when integrating the use of current technology to enhance
instruction as well as the financial constraints which are a fact of
life for a school district. The implementation of the Telecommunications
Act can assist us as we strive to provide the best resources while
controlling costs.

Our students would benefit from deep discounts for telecommunications
services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Frederick T. Bausch
Assistant Superintendent

FTB/jmd



CORNELL SCHOOL DISTRICT

1099 MAPLE STREET • CORAOPOLIS, PENNSYLVANIA 15108

AOM'~'STRAT'ON. DOcKETFILE COPYONi!WifaTELEPHONE NUMBERS
Orlando A. Falclone, Supermtendent AdmJn'ifl6o'MKe 412·264·5010

Dennis J. Johnson, Principal Senior High School 412·264·5012

Junior High School 412·264·5313

Elementary School 412·264·7503
FAX 412·264·1445

April 22, 1~L'.·· (,~

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 844
Washington DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am the Technology Coordinator for the Cornell School District and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest
schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25
billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The Cornell School District is one of the smallest districts in Pennsylvania and is also among this area's poorest. By
connecting every classroom to the wealth of information available via the Internet we can begin to level the playing
field between the haves and the have-nots. This year we are embarking on an ambitious technology plan that will
connect all of the classrooms in our schools to an internal network. By accessing reduced cost connections with the
Information Superhighway, we can leverage the power of the computers to effectively enable our students to learn.
Through an aggressive evening access program, we can offer the community at large an opportunity to access this
information and improve their skills more effectively than through any other means. Cornell School District is
taking the first steps towards a better-educated, more employable population. Reduced access to the Information
Superhighway is a critical component to the success of our project.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Cordially,

;?t:yJ>--
Kenneth J Norris
Technology Coordinator

The Cornell School District, an equal opportunity employer. will not discriminate in employment. educational programs or actiVities. based on race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, age. ancestry, physical disability or union membership. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication
of this policy in this document IS in accordance with state and federal laws including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Sections 503 and 504 of the
_ ••.. - --- -... - , ....... ~_ ......... ~' ..... , .... I·_ .... _. .I •. __ :_ .. ~ ... "n



April 24, 1997

Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Chong:

URBANA HIGH ScHOOL
347 I CAMPUS DRIVE

I.JAMSVlLLE. MARYLAND 2 I 754
30 I -874-6 I 9 I

FAX: 301-874-6189

DocKETFILE
COPy ORIGINAl..

M.4Y 1 1997

We are the Technology Committee from Urbana High School in Frederick County, Maryland. We are
writing in support ofthe Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been recommended
by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The schools in our county have very limited access to the Internet usually through a single phone line. We
will never be able to afford more access for all schools unless discounts are provided. School funding is
stagnant, while our technology needs are growing.

We are fortunate at our school to have access to a 56kb line. This is a great improvement over one line,
however it is slow with the number ofusers we have. We have over 400 computers in our school which we
would like to connect to the Internet. Without the discounts we will never be able to reach our goal. Our
teachers and students realize the value ofthe Internet and are anxious to use it for projects. It opens up many
new avenues of information that were not traditionally available to students.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Urbana High School Technology Committee

~d-{JC K.. /:JO""""v,,,--,v,
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Robert J. Verdisco

President

INTERNATIONAL MASS
RETAIL ASSOCIATION

DocKErFILE CO
PYORIGINAL.

April 29, 1997

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

The International Mass Retail Association (IMRA), on behalf of the nation's price­
competitive mass retail industry, strongly opposes the imposition of new monthly per-line
charges on business telecommunications systems.

IMRA represents 170 mass retail chains that include full-line and specialty discount
stores, home centers, catalog showrooms, dollar stores, variety stores, warehouse clubs,
deep discount drugstores and off-price stores. Collectively, IMRA retail members operate
more than 54,000 stores in the U.S. and abroad and employ well over a million people.
IMRA's members represent the overwhelming majority of the approximately $245 billion
mass retail industry.

The Commission should reject any proposal that imposes such large, unwarranted
burdens -- in effect, a new tax running into billions of dollars annually -- on U.S.
businesses. Obviously, such a significant imposition demands Congressional attention,
rather than being dropped on America's employers by regulatory action.

IMRA is also deeply concerned that the proposal does not adequately take into account
other, far preferable alternatives for funding essential universal services -- including
reductions in local access charges. Reductions, not just restructuring, of access charges
would more than suffice to maintain the Universal Service Fund. IMRA urges the FCC
not to adopt major new fees for business telecommunications users.

Sincerely,

-f4.u~.~
Robert J. Verdisco
President, IMRA

Washington, DC Metropolitan Office

1700 North Moore Street· Suite 2250· Arlington, VA 22209· Phone 703.841.2300· Fax 703.841.1184



To: The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
From: Carole Budilov

Special Education Teacher
Hatboro Horsham High School
899 Horsham Road
Horsham, PA 19044

Re: CC Docket No. %-45

Dear Commissioner Chong,

MAY 1

DocKErFILE CO
P'fORIGINAL

1997

I am a teacher from Hatboro Horsham School District and would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the
poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide learning opportunities. The
$2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall the schools, and give services directly to the classrooms.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital to all students and educators. It will
help us get the students ready for the next millenium.

As a special education teacher I have already included resources for my classes. We have
connected to the Internet and communicated with people in other countries that we have been studying. It
is a great hands-on tool for all students to be exposed to while in a classroom setting.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

~/J~
Carole Budilov



KEYSTONE OAKS SCHOOL DISTRICT DocKETFILE COpy

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 1000 KELTON AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15216-2487 • 412/571-6000

April 28, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC DOCKET NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint Board's
recommendation to provide significant discounts for all telecommunication
services including connections within each classroom, you will have the
opportunity to guarantee that all students have an equal opportunity to
benefit from our nation's technological advancements. This will prove to be a
m~or step in the effort to prepare students for their future in which sixty
percent ofthe jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed discounts
would provide a major thrust to our effort to integrate technology into the
curriculum. We are committed to providing our students with the computer
skills that business demands and that our work force will need to maintain our
competitiveness in a global economy. The Keystone Oaks School District
possesses a significant infrastructure for all students to use technology in the
learning process. Our major cost will be line access charges.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools for all
telecommunication services including internal connections. This action will
open the door ofopportunity for every student in our country and help to
prepare our work force ofthe future.

Sincerely,

~Jy4-
Chet C. Kent, Ph.D., J.D.
Superintendent

jf

KEYSTONE OAKS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Shippensburg Area School District
317 North Morris Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257

717-530-2700

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

M.AY 1 1997

I am the Assistant Business Administrator from the Shippensburg Area School District in
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. One of my duties is working with our schools to advance
technology for our students. I would like to thank you for your efforts in ensuring that all
schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will provide
even the poorest school districts the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools
across the country. More importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom to enhance student learning. The inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital to making learning accessible.

We plan to use the discounts available to provide internet connections in our classrooms
and libraries. Teaching students how to use the new technology will be vital in preparing
our students to enter the ever changing workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Thomas G. Dick
317 North Morris Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257
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MAY 1 1997

DIRECTOR OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Michael Hoyt

FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR
Joan Hinds

FAMILY LITERACY
COORO/HA.TOR
Connie Brown

SUPERVISOR OF BUILDINGS
'GROUNDS
Roger Hutehinson

fRANKLIN SCHODLS:

PAUL A. SMITH
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal: Wilbur Roberge, Ed.D.

BESSIE C. ROWELL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal: SherH Potisner

FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Principal: Barry Albert
Ass'!. to the Principal:
Alan Davis

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL
Principal: Robert Retchless. Ed.D.
Ass'!. Principal: Wm. Athanas

HILL scHOOL'

JENNIE D. BLAKE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal; Sally Fisher

Dear ComilliasiOll8l' Chong:

I am a supc.lriDteDdent of sc:hoolJ from the FraDklJn School District, and I would JJke
to tbaak~u for your dedication in 80surine' that all school districts and education
consortia. -4.m have affordable accee. to the Information Superbiehway.

The TelecOllDIIWlicatioDs Act aad the Pederal-Btate Joint Board decision will
paranteei1hat aD achDoI di8trict& will have the opportunity to connect to the Intemet
8Ild prO~1 dilltance.leaming opportwaiti8ll. The 12.25 billion a year will address
the need8 ~rall our achooll. and importantly, the plan will brine' eervicee directly to
the c1a.artklm where students leam. Your mdusion cIintemal clallroom connectioDs
for discomil'iS is vital. This plan il eaential for preparing the work force for
tomOl"l"OW. "

TheF~inSchool Diatriet it! ODe of the pooreIt lK'Ibool districts in New Hampahire.
PreseDtlY,i've have no Internet connection. because ..e cannot afford telephone lines
amd the in~muLlwirinc. ObvioUlly, we have DO wiring or computer connections
within c1at:mJOlIUI for D8tworkiDg many ofour five .mools. We are oalJ able to
obtain da.tEd computera of the 286, 386 and Macintoab Classic vintage, as well as
other uBeCi ·*lluaologies.

Our students need deep cDlCOUIlu for telecommunication I18mces this year. I urre
the FCC t(l"fu1ly IJUpport the Joint Board's dillCOunt pIan for universal service for
schooIB. ~
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Vidalia. Louisiana 11313-3320

April 24, 1997
(318) 336-9666

Fax (318) 336-9062

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Fax: 202-418-2820 .
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

M.4Y 1 1997

I am a businessman from Vidalia, Louisiana. and Concordia Parish, and f would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all sdloof districts and education consortia
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. As an active partner in
education with the Concordia Parish School District, which is located within the Macon
Ridge Economic Development enterprise zone, we are vitally interested in raising the
standard of education within our rural school district through technology. Without
continued improvements in our locaf labor force, we will not be able to contact industries
and create stabJe job opportunities for our area.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee"that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-~eaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs
of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of intemal classroom connections for discounts is
vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of tomorrow.

Monies available from these access discounts would be used specifically to improve
physicai technical facilities and the training for our dedicated teachers.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunicatrons services this year. I urge
the FCC to funy support the Joint Board's discounl plan for univer:saJ service for schools.

Sincerely.

"It~~
Ralph L Laukhuff, Jr.
Executive Vice-President
Chief Operating Officer

RLLJrlsm
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April 21, 1997

The Honorable James Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

IYt.::".~~
.{,,~

Af4y 1

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

As Director ofInstruction for Elko County School District, I am writing to urge your support
for the "E-rate" discount. As a geographically large rural school district located in
Northeastern Nevada it has been difficult to bring technology to our schools located in isolated
parts of the county. We have several communities that have high levels of minorities and
poverty with little in the way of the infrastructure to access technology and I see potential in
this proposal to significantly impact our ability to provide connectivity.

In particular the communities in Owyhee, Nevada (Native American Reservation) and
Jackpot, Nevada (High Hispanic Population) would be a high priority for Elko County School
District to seek out and provide telecommunication infrastructure discounts for Internet and
distance learning opportunities under this act.

Your efforts in support of this act can help our most rural and under-served populations gain
affordable access to the information superhighway.

s:;;~<~
William McLeod
Director of Instruction

cc: Marcia R. Bandera, Superintendent
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Apri114, 1997

The Honorable James H. Quello, Commissioner
Federal COfiimUfitcatioos Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washing"tCofi DC 20554

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

AfAY 1 1997

I am a classroom teacher from Lee's Summit, MO, R-7 School District, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordahle a-c..ce55 tv the Inffufiiatiun Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools win have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year win
address the needs ofall our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the elassfOOifi where students leam~ YUtif inclusion of intelnal clussfOOifi cunnectioos
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this yeti.. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~tP



Arcadia Unified School District
234 Campus Drive· Arcadia. California 91007· (818) 447-9223· Fax (818) 821-8647

EX R'F'T" '~"r' 'r,.,-· ERE'11 Ii $ 'I; i! _I'

DOCKET ALE COpy ORIGiNAl

GoV8I'2M
Mary E.

Maryann Gibson
Michael D. lIImb
John R. McClain

Joann E. Steinmeier

superintendent
Terrence M. Towner. Ed.D.

April 22, 1997

James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20544

Af,~y 1 1997

!Ii'L~(~

....,.,.1

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello: l~"

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Prog~. I
am a locally elected school board member from Arcadia Unified School District and I wouttElike
to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor
should the side of the Universal Services Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final
regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
,---

Jo E. Steinmeier
resident of the Governing Board

Our Csrlna "ske. The DIfference
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OAKWOOD SCHQOL.\
~?R to '1

James Alan Astman, Ph.D.
Headmaster

April 22, 1997

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello,

NAY 1 1997

I am James Astman, Headmaster of Oakwood School in North Hollywood, California,
and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools and the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital, as is your inclusion ofInternet
Service Provider costs. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Oakwood is committed to technology both in its program and in its operation. Our goal
is to provide access for every single student in our school, throughout the grades. Substantial
discounts for telecommunication services this year will help ensure that access here and
elsewhere. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

7=Aqe
Headmaster

JAA:lh

Secondary School· 11600 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood, California 91601-3098 • 818-752-4400 • Fax 818-766-1285
Elementary School· 11230 Moorpark Street, North Hollywood, California 91602-2699 • 818-752-4444 • Fax 818-761-9156
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10840 Gilmore Way
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5409
(916) 273-4483
Fax (916) 273-0248

April 22, 1997

Bell Hill School
(916) 273-6416

Hennessy School
(916) 273-2281

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Mr. Quello,

MAY 1 1997 Scotten School
(916) 273-6472

Lyman Gilmore Middle School
(916) 273·8479

Grass Valley Charter School
(916) 273- 8723

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program. I am
the superintendent of the Grass Valley School District, and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that
each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the
inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the
size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed
final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

i)Yh /
an c. Byerrum

Superintendent

JCB:bb


