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MAY ¢ 1997
The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner (Michigan)
Federal Communications Commission
FAX #202-418-2802
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 SUNSHINE PERIOD
Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am writing to you in regard to the Federal "E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Rate
Program. 1 am s locally elected school board member from the Eastside Union School District, and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the
country, snd most importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the classroom
where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of
this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the implementation of
discounts on intemal classroom connections should not be eliminated nor should the size of the Universal
Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students
to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. Iurge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations

requiring the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely, |
G pithe L) ppocr—
Board of Trustees

Eastside Union School District
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FAX #202-418-2802
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802

Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am writing to you in regard to the Federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Rate
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from the Eastside Union School District, and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its

implementation,

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
Suarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Intemet and the ability to provide
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the
country, and most importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the classroom
where they can have the greatest impact on students. 1t is importsnt to remember that each element of
this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the implementation of
discounts on intemnal classroom connections should not be eliminated nor should the size of the Universal
Service Fund be reduced. AsIam sure are aware, this program is essentia! for preparing our students

to enter the workforce of tomorrow.
The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need

these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations

requiring the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Board of Trustees
Eastside Union School District
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April 22, 1997 co
NAY 6 1997

Commissioner James H. Quelio
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554
RE: CC Docket NO. 96-45 5 F I
Dear Commissioner Quello: " “
&
As president of the Education Association of Charles County Maryland which’ b
iy

represents over 1,000 educators, I am writing in support of the Universal Service =z
discounts for schools and libraries that have been recommended by the Joint Board. u&’:

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guaranteed that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discount is vital.

This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools

and libraries.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bob Sondheimer
President
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Commissioner James H, Quelle 3
Federal Communications Commission Y 5 196
1919 M Streot NW
Washington, DC 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 9645 SUNSH'NE PER'OD

Dear Commigsioner Quello:

WE are faculty and siaff from Ft/{?m‘ /‘J?L‘\/ n Maryland. We are writing in
support of the Universal Service discounts for schonls and libraries that have been
rccommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all %hools and Jibrarics
will have affordable access (o the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guaranteed thal even
the poorost sohools will have the opportunity (w vonnect 1o the Intemet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students Jearn. Your inclusion of intemal classroom connections for discount is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students nced deep discounts for tclecommunications services this year. We urge the
FCC to tully support the Juint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools
and libraries.

Thank you,

Bl [pevse G
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77 Santa Barbara Road * Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 « (510) 942-3380

April 24, 1997
Post-it* Fax Note 7871

To
The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner Y

Federal Communications Commission

Phone # , Frows ey
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802 0L/ A 2200 | ot
o f ~2Po " p SR —Of P

Washington, DC 20554 %

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello: QUNS""NE PER'OD

I am writing to you in regard to the federal "E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program. [
am 2 locally elected school board member from the Contra Costa County Office of Education,
and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations
governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the peeds of
schools across the country, and, more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications
services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is
important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the
discount program. Thercfore, the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections
should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. AsI
am sure you are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students to enter the

workforce of tomorrow.

The B-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is disparately overdue and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and

libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Pamc]a Mirabella, President

Contra Costa County Board of Education

PM:1dh
Pamela Mirabella, Area 1 ¢ Cheryll A. LeMay. Area 2

teleact.pm
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April 23, 1997

James Quello, Commissioner SUNSH'NE PEF"OD

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Strect, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am writing to you in regards to the fedcral “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program. ]
am a locally elected school board member from Murrieta Valley Unified School District, and T
would like 10 express my strong support for this program and the proposed rcgulations governing

its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to providc
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the county, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classroom, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that
each clement of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the
inclusion of discounts for intecmal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be rcduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Ratc Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students nccd
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. J urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and

libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
f Post-It" Fax Note 7671 [P0 o .94 [p#ag!)s’ /
Al Christenson Yo From :
President 3072;" J/_ *“‘% — dg. f[a‘;é,«m
Board of Bducation N S ce e Mvu
200 - 18- 2006 069-£9 -160/
AC/nc ot 202- 18- 2802 ™'  945-694-16 ¥ D
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James Quello, Commissioner Docker f’LE COPY Ry G
Federal Communications Commission ST
1919 M Street NW, Room 814

Washington, D. C. 20554 MAY 5 qag7

AR

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello: QUNSH’NE PER'OD

I am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. 1
am an employee of the Lassen County Office of Education and I would like 10 express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Chopn Yol
v



T ———

LC OFFICE OF ED ID:916-257-2518 APR 24°'897 8:31 No.003 P.0O2

James Quello, Commissioner DOCKET
Federal Communications Commission FILE copy ORIGINAL

1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 MAY 6 1997
Dear Commissioner Quello: QUNSHINE PER'OD _ e

T am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee of the Lassen County Office of Education and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations rcgarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. '

-Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

- Sincerely,
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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
*INSHINE PERIOD

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. 1
am an employee of the Lassen County Office of Education and 1 would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

o
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James Quello, Commissioncr
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814 e e
Washington, D. C. 20554 0D
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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commissioner Quello:

T am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Ratc Telecommunications Discount Program. 1
am an employee of the Lassen County Office of Education and T would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation,

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internct and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. 1t is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vita! to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. AsTam sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students nced
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter,

Sincerely,

Apsiotar oIl
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Mr. James Quello, COmm19910ner SUNSH[NE PERIOD Richard E. Jackson

Federal Communications Commis Superintendent &
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802 Board Secretary
Washington, D.c. 20554

April 18, 1997

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Mr. Quello:

I am writing to you in regard to the federal "E-RATE" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected School Board Member from the Vacaville Unified School
District and I would like to express my strong support for this Program and the proposed
regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996, and the Federal-State Joint Board Discount Plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability
to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of schools across the Country and, more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital
to the overall success of the Discount Program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts
for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students
need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the
other FCC Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and
approve the proposed final regulations regarding the Discount Plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,

AN e

William Hausler
Board of Education
Vacaville Unified School District

WH:1lm

THIS DISTRICT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER WITH AN EXEMPLARY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
PROGRAM AND ACTIVELY SEEKS QUALIFIED CANDIDATES WITHOUT REGARD TO
SEX RACE ORIGIN OR HANDICAP.
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The Honorable James Quello MaY 1997 oo
Commissioner ; - .
Federal Communications Commission S . :3
1919 M Street, NW, Room 802 T =
Washington, D.C. 20554 QUNSH!NE PER'OD Ep]
——

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from Washington Colony
Elementary School District, and I would like to express my strong support for this
program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to
. the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for
N internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the

i Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential
‘ for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Ratc Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and
the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board
and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

e oo

Dale H. Drew, District Superintendent * Marjorie Silva, Vice Principal/Project Director
Jeff Dronyk, Transportation & Maintenance Supervisor ¢ Helen M. Cabrera, Administrative Secretary * Bobbi Eldridge, Business Manager
Board of Trustees: Robert E. Dack ¢ Ted L. Davis * Paul R. Demant * Liz Faccinto * Peter L. Mathew
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The Honorable Quello

Federal Communications Commission .
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 e ‘ Learning
Washington, DC 20554 ) '

S0

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 N\
Dear Commissioner Quello:

B\

| am a Technology Coordinator from Dearborn Public Schools and | would ﬂ\\§
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunities.

The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our intent is to provide all student use computers in classrooms, = = —

microcomputer labs and media centers with the ability to access the Internet, =
Presently, we are planning to install expensive infrastructure which wilt o
provide local area networking (LAN) capabilities for each of our buildings. .
Allowing for inexpensive Internet services will relieve our school district of o
the burden of an unaffordable expense if we were to consider service to all ==

wtr

of our student computers. <
In addition, our district would like to take advantage of distance learning
applications which would provide professional development activities for our
teachers and additional higher level course offerings for our students which
presently cost prohibitive.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this
year. | urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board’s discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Q}M"‘i— -~ ’;L?/(‘,./.\
Dennis Briar
Coordinator Media/Technology/Foreign Language 18700 Audette
Dearborn, MI 48124-4295
Voice (313) 730-3038

Fax (313) 730-3041
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April 8, 1997 -0
Lo

Federal Communications Commission ¥ A —
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 SOOI
Washington, DC 20554 \\E?E“\OO N

wekl
Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 VWO t”;;.
Dear Commissioner Quello: B

I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louistana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the

information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your mclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of

tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

WBW
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April 8, 1997 Lo
S\ B
Federal Communications Commission _ z W,,:a
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 = ]
Washington, DC 20554 |
Pt
Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 ‘;
Dear Commissioner Quello: ]

I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportumty to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students leamn. Your inclusion of internal classrcom connections for

discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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April 14, 1997 st ~

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner - P

Federal Communications Commission i

1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844 | ol
Washington, D.C. 20554 .

Dear Commissioner Quello,
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

On behalf of the 500,000 children in Wayne County, I am urging you to guarantee equal access to
technology for all of these children by adopting the recommendations on universal service proposed
by the Federal-State Joint Board. These recommendations would mean deep discounts -- 20% -
90% off Internet access charges and other telecommunication services -- for schools and libraries.

My community of Wayne County, Michigan has incredible diversity — it is home to some of the
wealthiest and the poorest communities in our nation. Unfortunately, the quality of education that our
500,000 children receive is largely determined by where they live in the county. These proposed rules
on universal service, however, would be a first step to improving equity in Wayne County. These
discounts would remove the primary barrier that is making it difficult for our poorer districts to take
full advantage of the Internet.

By providing rapid access to raw resources, the Internet is an amazing educational tool. And since
the discounts will be the greatest for districts with high rates of poverty, many of those in Wayne
County would greatly benefit. Imagine what an advantage our children would have in the future if
they could become comfortable with the Internet and other telecommunication services today!

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools.
One behalf of the 500,000 children in Wayne County, thank you for your assistance in this urgent

matter.

Sincerely,

Mike Flanagan
County Superintendent

* Leading... Learning for All «

Board of Education » Boyd W. Arthurs » James S. Beri « Mary E. Blackmon « Kathleen M. Chorbagian ¢ James Petrie * Mike Flanagan, County Superintendent
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| The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner w
Federal Communications Commission ”l_".,;a
1919 M Street, NW =
Room 844 - 3
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am the principal of Blessed Sacrament School in the Diocese of Savannah. I

would like to thank you for your dedication to ensure that all schools will have affordable
access to the Information Highway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will

guarantee that all schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance - learning opportunities.

In our technology plan, we plan to connect to the Internet, install four TV/VCR
units, and place three computers in the classrooms, media center, and computer lab for

the 1997-98 school year. We applied for a grant to add three additional CD-Rom
computers to our lab.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunication services this year. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services to schools.
Thank you for taking the time to hear my concerns.

Sincerely,

Mary Anne Butler
Principal

cc: Reverend Jeremiah J. McCarthy, Pastor
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The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner i ég;\
Federal Communications Commission o T ' -
1919 M Street NW VRN )
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Washington DC 20544 SUNSHINE PERIOD

To The Honorable James Quello:

Re: CC Docket 96-45 -- Universal Service to Libraries and Schools. 1 am writing in support of the
discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended
Rules publishied last November.

If adopted, the Recommended Rules will allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our
libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are needed to live, learn,
work and create in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of ensuring that libraries and
schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications and related services, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of schools and
libraries that must constantly upgrade their facilities and services in order to remain connected and
competitive. A better educated populace benefits all of society.

I also wish to express the opinion that the language of the final rules regarding universal service should

explicitly state that:

e the word “schools” includes ALL educational institutions (not just public schools) and all
levels (college/university as well as K-12);

e ALL libraries (not just public libraries) are considered educational institutions.

By way of our many consortial agreements, interlibrary loan services, special collections access and guest
privileges, “private” college libraries such as the one in which I work serve patron grouups far wider than
their own schooi populations. We also play an important role in providing information services to our local
citizens and to the national scholarly community. Our ability to both give and receive information services
depends on timely, reliable Internet access. Please convey these recommendations to the members of the
Federal Communications Commission and the Illinois Commerce Commission on my behalf.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
Claire Eike
cer AJ, CB,JL, AC
Claire Eike 87 South Wabash Avenue 312.899.2019
Director Chicago, lllinois 312.899.1465 fax

Tohn M. Flaxman Library 60603-910%
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The Honorable Commissioner Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1010 Main Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No 96-45 e sy

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a teacher from Putnam County School District, Florida, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and most importantly, the plan will provide services for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Beasley Middle School as well as other schools in our district was recently retrofitted
for the internet. We want our students to be able to learn vital skills necessary to become
productive workers and informed citizens of our great nation as we enter the next
millennium. In order for us to accomplish these goals, we will need discounts for
telecommunications services this year. Without discounts, students will not be able to
make the best use of money already spent on retrofitting our schools. As a taxpayer and
educator I want the dollars spent to reap the most efficient resuits.

For these reasons, I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan to
provide universal service for schools and libraries today and in years to come.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bzl J-Cpekor-

Betty J. Jackson, Teacher

var, socn
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April 28, 1997

The Honorable James Quello SUNSH’NEPER,OD
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW

Room 802

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am Susan E. Blum, Teacher, Mathematics Dept.,
Mercy High School, Baltimore, Maryland, and I
would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunites. The $2.25 billion a year
will address the needs of all our schools and the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital, as
is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider
costs. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools

and libraries.

7

Susan E. Blum

Thank you,
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The Honorable James Quello

Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW

Room 802

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am Erica Barden, Teacher, Mercy High School,
Baltimore, Maryland, and I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunites. The $2.25 billion a year
will address the needs of all our schools and the
plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital, as
is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider
costs. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Thank you,

Erica Barden
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Honorable James Quello: Commissioner i
Federal Communications Commission -
1919 M Street NW Room 844

Washington, DC 20544

April 30, 1997

Dear Commissioner Quello:
RE: CC Docket 96-45: Universal Service to Schools and Libraries

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for schools and libraries as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last
November.

The Recommended Rules allows schools and libraries significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure
that all of our schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are
critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1966 with the clear intent of insuring
that schools and libraries would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing
significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access,
the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools that cannot afford
the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telco and non-
telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need
for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the state.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter that helps not only our schools and
libraries, but us all. A better educated community benefits everyone!

Smcerely,

A Lk, @’
Ron and %ary Stanley
555 Red Cypress Drive

Cary, Illinois 60013
(847)516-3110

d0IH3d INIHSNNS
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James Quello, Commissioner . 1997
Federal Communications Commission oty o5,
1919 M St. NW, Room 802 B | TS gy

Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able

to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,
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May 5, 1997

Commissioner Jim Quello, Democrat
Fax: (202) 418-2802

Dear Mr. Quello:

Approximately four years ago, Madison Medical Center attempted 2
tele-radiology program with Missouri Baptist Medical Center in St. Louis,
Missouri; however, due to the extreme.cost of the necessary phone lines, MMC
was unable cto afford the tele-radiology program. We would appreciate the
opportunity to participate in tele-medicine programs if they were more
affordable, I am in full support of reduced rates so that rural communities
would have better access to care from larger institutions.

If I can be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

ALY Dai?

Floyd D. Bounds
Administracar

FDB:mlb
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James Quello, Commissioner MAY
Federal Communications Commission 6 1997 ghe

1919 M St. NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Quello

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access tc the werld
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able

to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions. if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

Reswrmooey ™ Pope



