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13106 ANNAPOlIS ROAD· BOWIE, MARYLAND 20720· PHONE (301) 262·5355

April 18, 1997

AlAY 6

The Honorable James Quello, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am Lois M. Nichols, Director of Technology at Holy Trinity Day School in Bowie,
.Maryland, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is Vital, as is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider costs. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our school needs inexpensive access to the internet so that we may prepare our
students for the future in an information rich society. They must have access to this
information and be taught how to manage and use it correctly. Our students need
deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools sand libraries.

Thank you.

~'7?7.~
Lois M. Nichols, Ph.D.
Director of Technology

TOTAL P.01
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April 18, 1997

MAY 6 1997

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 832
Washington DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner QueUo:

I am the superintendent of a rural school district in North Dakota with a total student
population of approximately 620 students K-12. I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and prOVide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of
tomorrow.

The Harvey School District would use "e-rate" discounts in a variety of ways. Our first
priority is to set up a fully multi-media, Internet connected lab at our elementary school
with computers, at least one, in each classroom. E-rate discounts would allow us to use
resources to purchase equipment such as routers and computers, purchase
appropriate software and provide training for our staff to make effective use of the
equipment and technology to make teaching and learning more effective. We would
also use resources to convert our traditional libraries into fully functioning and
"connected" media centers making information fully accessible to our students.

Out students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Sincerely,

Robert V. Marthaller, Superintendent
Harvey School District #38
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April 17, 1997

Tho Honorable 3amec Quello, Commiccienor
federal communlca~10ns commission
1919 M. street, NW, Room 844
washington, U. C. i0554

uear commissioner Que110:

As SupQrln~QndQn~ at the school District of Newberry
County, I command you £01' your PQr£QvQranoQ in makin9
technology accossible in all ~chool districts and educational
3Cjoneioc. The dicceunt you are cupporting would help our
sChool d1s~r1ct as we follow our District strateq1c Plan tor
the Year 2000. In our Learner Standard 10, our goal is to
provide the opportunity for atU<.1entlil co USQ COll\pucQrs and
other teohnology eutenoi ....ely throughout the cohoel ourriuulum.
~C:lssing the '!'eleCommunl<':i:1tlomil Act will allow Ulil the
opportunIty to oonnect to the Intux'l1Qt mOl'" cwiCtly without
oVQrburdcnlnq our cechnoloqy bUdget.

nt present, the state ot south carolina is settinq aside
$10 million to eupport school tochnology. Of that, nearly $16
million is directly qo1nq to provide telecommunications aCCQSS
to cohoolc. In our dictriot alono, noarly $60 thoucand of
local funds will be epent making these connections. it a but
discount were reQlieed, the sovin9s to the Gtate would be $0
million, and at our district level we could reduce our local
oper.:>.ting budget by $36 thouo.:>.nd. Thece reduotiono could be
used to provide tax reliet or they could be UE:cd in other
aroae of oduoation that eo deeporatoly nood funding.

I urye the FCC and the Juint Doard to fully cupport the
dl~<.:()unt plan \T?1iC?l will better prefare our students as they
enter the work toroo or oontinuo tho r oduo~tion~l ondc~voro.

Sincoraly, .

~~
TEe Dowling
District Superintendent

'!'t.;CU: jwc

P~tOfti~Box 718 • Newberry, South Carolina ~9t08 • Tolophono (8M) ~21.2l.OO • FAX (80~) ~11-1~



WOODLAKE ELEMENTARY S~LECOP,
1620 LIVINGSTON STREET • MANDEVILLE, LA 70~

,r).~\ .
MARIAN C. ARROWSMITH, P*.rt:JCIPAL .,j ~

JEAN KRIEGER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPA~,~.\'
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April 8, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

r·,.)

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students need deep discOlmts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~"
y'

nL 1t:(H\ L'"lL 00,1') • !:"v (t:;;nLt\ h?Li_qLinJ. • p-m;:lil~ weslib@aol.com
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DOcI<rrFI/.ECOPvORIG,NASBE
"', NAt NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION
pI! 'Q1

7 liLl \ MrJj\lmes Quello
,- Commissioner .

Federal Communications Commissio~:,
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

President
Thomas Davis
Missouri

Put President
Patricia Hayes
Colorado

Preeldent·Elect
Lyle Neumaon
lUinois

Secretary·Treuurer
Barbara Roberts Mason
Michigan

Nortbeutern Area Directors
Beverly Greenberg
Connecticut

James C. Dawson
New York

Southern Area Directors
Ethel Hall
Alabama

Adrienne Ottaviani
Maryland

Central Area Directors
Betty Preston
Missouri

Norma Cook
Indiana

Midwest Area Directors
Kevin Gilmore
Kansas

Emmalou Rodriguez
New Mexico

Pacific Area Directors
William Byron Darden
Arizona

Judith Stiegler
Oregon

1012 Cameron Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-684-4000
FAX 703-836-2313
F-m~i1·ho~rcl~@n~she.orl!

Dear Commissioner Quello:

The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) is a private nonprofit
association representing state and territorial boards of education. Our principal
objectives are to strengthen state leadership in education policy-making, promote
excellence in the education of all students, advocate equality of access to educational
opportunity, and assure responsible governance of public education.

'vVe are writing to express our support for the Federal-Joint State Board on Universal
Service's recommendations to the Federal Communications Commission regarding
discounted access charges to telecommunications services for schools and libraries.
Establishment of an educational rate, the lie-rate," and final approval of their proposals
are vital to providing students and teachers affordable access to the information
superhighway.

While the nation is experiencing fantastic growth in Internet use, our schools lag far
behind in the ability to utilize its educational benefits. According to the Department
of Education only 14% of schools nationwide are now connected to the Internet. For
many cash-strapped schools struggling to provide the bare minimum of basic
instructional materials such as textbooks, the costs associated with obtaining advanced
computer technology and installing the necessary wired infrastructure remain
prohibitively high. Adoption of the Federal-Joint State Board's plan would go a long
way toward enabling schools to offer the technological opportunities and education
students will need to succeed in the 21 st century.

If the recommendations are approved, the average school would receive a 60%
discount rate on a all telecommunications services including Internet access, internal
classroom connections, and installation and maintenance costs. The proposals allow
schools the flexibility to develop a level of service best suited to their educational goals
and financial budgets. Perhaps most importantly, direct classroom connections to the
Internet will become more common and ensure students receive a hands-on learning
experience.

This matter is in the utmost public interest. Without educational discounts, many
students will remain technologically illiterate. NASBE urges you to approve the
universal service recommendations for schools and libraries in implementing the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Sin~elY, " ..,I 'J. Ii,' I .,

~O).~...v.,!

Brenda L. Welburn
Executive Director

Brenda Lilienthal Welburn
Executive Director



Joseph A. Martin, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

NEW CASTLE AREA SCHOOL DlSI£lU.CT "l-\\~ 'tf;.?t.\\fJ
420 Fern Street IJVfjKET FILE Cf::$v,~\)n

New Castle, PA 16101·264Q 'ORIGINAL

Telephone: (412) 656·4771 J\

Fax (412) 656.4~86 ~~\
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Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary-Business Manager

April 17, 1997

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: ex; Docket f\b 9 6 - 4 5

Dear Commissioner Quello: :

I am the Board Secretary from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local budget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit
and our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealth for local tax effort.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fUlly support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

>n~ I~PMMMJ
Miss Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer



April 9, 1997

WILLIAMS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
P. O. Box 7

Eleventh Street", Doc
Williams, California 9"598f7"FlI.ECOPyORiGlNAI.

Patricia Hopkins Frank Cranley A. Franq~ Tyree
Secondary Superintendent ~\ Elementary
Principal 916473·2550 '"", Principal

916473·5369 916473·2885

~"0 G~rj)
~ ~y,~~
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner (Michigan)
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

Fax #202-418-2822

I am a superintendent from Williams Unified School District. Your recent efforts to pass
the Telecommunications Act is ensuring that all school districts have affordable access to
the Internet.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision guarantees that all
school districts will have the opportunity to the Internet. This will provide many distance­
learning opportunities. The support will address the school classroom needs that will bring
services to students and their classroom. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts will greatly assist the efforts of the school district to prepare the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students, the workforce of our future, deserve these discounts for telecommunications.
I urge the FCC to fully support of the joint Board's discount plan for universal service
schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

5::nl~~
Superintendent

2:FC:ICCD#96-45

DENA LAUSlEN
Board of Trustees

CHARLIE MORROW TIM WRIGHT ANDI ARMSTRONG NORMA PRADO
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MARIAN C. ARROWSMITH, PRINCIPAL

JEAN KRIEGER, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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April 8, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No, 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
,\There students learn, Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrovv.

Our students need deep discOlmts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discOlmt plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,



PRESIDENT

MARILYN WARD

Orlando PoUce Department
100 s. Hughey Ave.
Orlando, FL 32801

407.246.2446
Fax: 407.246.2549
Voice Mailbox: 888.APCD-9-1-1 Ext.406

ASSOCI
PUBL

Co

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JAMES R. RAND

DOC
APCa International Headquarters

KET FILE "'J)DV*&l1i.~ewood Ave.
~~bth~~32119-8437

904.322.2500 or 888.APCD-9-1-1 Ext. 222
.,'.. Fax: 904.322.2501

email: randr@apcointl.com

April 15, 1997

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal 'Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
WaShington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the members of the Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials-International, Inc. and all of the
organizations which we represent, I would like to thank you
for your recent commitment to allocate spectrum to be used
by the Public Safety community.

Sincerely,

M~~:;0~
President

cc: Commissioner James H. Quello
Commissioner Rachelle B. Ch~ng

Commissioner Susan Ness



1300 Flanders Road· P.O. Box K. Groton. Connecticut 06340 • (860)572-2100 • FAX (860)572-2107

April 16, 1997

C/C-1{5
GROTON PUBUC SCHOOLS

Groton, Connecticut DOcKET FILE COpy0
RIGINAt.

Administration 0.ffII:es

The Honorable James Quello, CO~J,11issioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

I am a superintendent of schools in a district that is making a genuine effort to make
technology an integral part of teaching and learning. Every classroom is cabled to transmit
voice, data and video. Students and teachers have direct access to the Internet from their
classrooms, and we administered our State's only educational access channel. I am writing
because we need your help to continue this effort in a cost-effective manner.

Please support the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan for schools. Our school board has given our technology initiative a high priority - but
the cost of telecommunications is considerable, and in some cases prohibitive, to school
districts. This discount plan will help public schools throughout the country to deliver a
contemporary education to our children. If there is any arena where deep discounts are
warranted by federal action, it is in the education of children. Please help us to keep this
promise.

Thank you for your support.

C: Board of Education



CHIPPEWA VALLEY SCHOOLS

C1(,~45

DOcKET FILE C.oPY ORIGIN
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April 14, 1997 ~

MOHAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
48101 Romeo Plank Road
Macomb, Michigan 48044
Kenneth Madeleine - Principal

(810) 228-5660 - Office
(810) 412-8839 - Fax

James Quello, Commissioner ~~
Federal Communications Commission ~~~
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 802 E,~~
Washington, D.C. 20554 ~~,

Dear Mr. Quello;

I am an elementary principal from the Chippewa Valley Public School
District in a suburb of Detroit, Michigan, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunication Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where our students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow for our nation.

Our students and schools need deep discounts for telecommunications
services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

Kenneth Madeleine
Principal
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Carter County Schools
305 Academy Street
Elizabethton, TN 37643

April 17, 1997

Voice: 423-547-4063
Fax: 423-547-4040

e-mail: stevensonv@ten-nash.teq.k12.tJ!;tls- ...
.- .,

The Honorable James QueUo

Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am a Technology Coordinator from Carter County Schools in Tennessee and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools
and libraries.

Thank you.

s~'ncerel.J
z::/dfJ;dv ~-/~JJ-BLJ
Victoria Stevenson
Technology Coordinator
Carter County Schools



Independent School District No. 299
511 West Main Street .OC3CKET FILE

Caledonia, Minnesota 55921-1194 COpy OR/GI"''''
(507) 724-3316 'vu.

FAX: (507) 724-3319 'f~

April 16, 1997

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street Northwest
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

(,"""'"

~..,;

~ li'~~"-~~i
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--r;:_.-

I am Superintendent ofthe Caledonia School District, Caledonia, Minnesota and I
would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Caledonia School District has made a major fmancial commitment to wire our two
school buildings but would greatly benefit by receiving assistance with discounts for
services. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

&,tmditent
DW/dal

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Telephone (301) 620·9217

JIM WRIGHT
President

DOCKET ALE COpyORIGINAL

FREDERICK ASSOC~'PION ~\~t. ~t.~\OU
OF SCHOOL SUPPORT~LOYE~S

. .. "',
1 Worman's Mill Court, Sui.. 15
Frederick, MD 21701

JOHN GATES
MSTA UniServ Director

April 16, 1997

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello,

We are The Frederick Association of School Support Employees
of Frederick Maryland. We are writing in support of the Universal
Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring
that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance­
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications
services this year. We urge the FCC to fully support the Joint
Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

~d;:;V-
~ Jim Wright

President

Affm..,,",, \alith th.. "h""I..NI ~tllt" T~h,,",~~iatiODCMSTA) and !be National Education AUoeiatiOD lNEA)



April 17, 1997

DOCKET FILE coF'f?5'RPulliam, Ed.D., Superintendent· (909) 387·4386
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Mr. James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, CA 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello,
...c..c)

On behalf of the San Bernardino Public Schools team, I am writing you to thank you'1tild
offer our full support of your efforts in ensuring all schools have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway via the proposed "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount.

As you know, San Bernardino County is the largest geographical county in the country.
With this size challenge, the issue of access for our students is a significant one. Out of
our approximately 13,249 classrooms, 10% have Internet access. Obviously, the major
reason for this current low access rate is the lack of funding. Our county alone would
benefit by a projected $60 Million share of discounts realized from the "E-Rate" proposal.
These discounts would allow for re-distribution of operational budgets to provide for
critical technology infrastructure and equipment. On average, 50% of the students in our
county participate in the National School Lunch Program (NLSP) and would benefit from
the FCC proposal. If we as a nation truly desire to continue with the philosophy of equal
access to education for all, it sure should follow that there must be provisions for equal
technology access for all.

On the attached signature page, you will find that we as a county are in full support of
your proposal. All district superintendents in the county have signed showing their
support and encouragement of the proposal. I am sending you this under my signature,
but please remember that I am only a facilitator of the wishes and requests of the districts
in our county which serve a 340,000 K-12 student population.

Representing a Unified Strong Voice Of Support,
--.

~=rs
B~puI~m
Superintendent, San Bernardino County Schools

BP:TK:cs

Success from the past ... Looking to the future
THIS FACILITY IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
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Macomb Intennediate School District
44001 Garfield Road. Clinton Township, MI • 48038-1100 • 810/228-3300

Dear Commissioner Quello:

-
-,--~---

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1818 Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

April 14, 1997

...
c..c!

Macomb Intermediate School District provides a wide range of services to the 21 local school dis~ts
and the 120,000 students that we serve in our region. Technology integration and access to advanced
telecommunication resources are one of our most highly requested responsibilities. We have watched
the amazing growth in the use of technology in our schools for over 20 years. We, along with our local
school districts, have worked very hard to provide the best learning environment for the students of
Macomb County. With the advent of the Internet, distance learning and other advanced
telecommunication resources we are seeing a new era in the type and volume of information that can
be made available to all our students.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 has set up the means by which public schools can have affordable
access to these important resources. The recommendations of the Joint Federal-State Board have spelled
out the process by which these valuable resources can be brought into every school in the nation. As
an organization we support these recommendations, and believe that access to affordable advanced
telecommunication services will be one of the prerequisites for all learning in the future.

Our schools have for years been working to integrate technology into the classroom. They developed
technology plans and begun wiring their districts for voice video and data traffic. They have worked
with us to train their teachers in the use of technology with students. We have partnered with other
counties. and telecommunications service providers to bring costs down. But, we still need your help.
Access to advanced telecommunication services will he an ongoing cost, and it must be affordahle to
all districts regardless of their economic status. This resource is too important to only be available to
a segment of our population. We strongly urge the Federal Communications Commission to support
the Joint Board's recommendations for universal service in the public schools.

~~~r/
ichaeffr;:t~LUlt

Superintendent

John A. Bozymowski, President. Max D. McCullough, Vice President • Charles C. Milonas, D.D.S., Treasurer
Edward V. Farley, Secretmy • Theresa J. Genest, Trustee

Michael R. DeVault, Superintendent
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HOMER H. KEARNS, Superintendent
1309 Ferry Street SE. PO Box 12024. Salem, Oregon 97309-0024

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 964s

April 23, 1997

SALEM· KEIZER
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am the Superintendent of Salem-Keizer Public Schools in Salem, Oregon. I
want to thank you for your support of funds for school access to the Internet.

One of our district's eight student learning goals is to exhibit technological
literacy, and the Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools in our district will
be able to enjoy the Internet's features, including distance learning.

We are currently in the process of wiring all of our schools, from elementary
to high school classrooms. The approximately $2 billion a year in the plan
will help us to wire more computers in more schools faster, allowing more
opportunities for our students to be educated as the workforce of tomorrow.

As the Internet becomes more and more a part of everyday use, it will be
more important than ever to incorporate the technology in all classes. I urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service
for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

~A~~
Homer H. Kearns
Superintendent
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REGIONAL EDUCATION SERVI~AGENCY VI

Serving the Northern Panhandle

30 G.C. & P. Road -""'~\~0440
Wheeling, WV 26003 ~~~~~;--0443

c.\\~~'

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Quello:

April 15, 1997

~
.~

r··.:,
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Although West Virginia has fewer financial resources than most other states, the State
Board ofEducation, the West Virginia Legislature, county boards of education, regional
educational service agencies, and schools have made extraordinary efforts to keep our school
abreast with the rest ofthe nation in educational technology. However, in order for us to
continue to improve opportunities for our children, it is imperative that the Federal
Communications Commission approve the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan for universal
service for schools.

It is particularly important that schools and school districts receive the proposed deep
discounts for internal classroom wiring and connections. Without proper internal wiring, the
needed services will not get to the classroom where they will be most effective. It is also
important that no state mechanisms for evaluation of telecommunication plans be included in the
final guidelines, since this will undermine schools' opportunities to develop plans which will best
meet the unique needs ofindividual schools.

Your consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated. Students and teachers of
West Virginia's Northern Panhandle are looking forward to quickly taking advantage of the
quality educational experiences which will be made possible through the Telecommunications Act
of 1996 and the FCC regulations.

Sincerely,

it-dJ/tZJ~e~
~~:m:;lStewart
Executive Director

SCS/lcc
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April 18, 1997

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner/Chairman Quello:
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I am superintendent of the Darien Public Schools in Connecticut, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education
consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board decision will ensure that
our district will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet, thus providing
enhanced learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of
the nation's schools, enabling services to be extended directly to the classroom where
students learn. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The inclusion of discounts for Internet services is vital. Our district is in the process
of integrating specific telecommunications programs into our curriculum, including the
federally-funded Globe Project in Grade 5 and the Jason Project in Grade 7. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sin_cerely,

~~(rc It J(.~(!.1.J
Eileen K. Gress
Superintendent of Schools

EKG:nv

eileen k. aress • superintendent of schools
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April 17, 1997

EDWIN T. NEFF
Director of Personnel

MARIE MITALY
School Psychologist

The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications. Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

FE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello: ..
t.e::l

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint Boards recommet'Rthtion
to provide significant discounts for all telecommunications services including connections within
each classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee that all students have an equal
opportunity to benefit from our nations technological advancements. This will prove to be a
major step in the efforts to prepare students for their future in which 60% ofthe jobs will require
computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed discounts would provide a
major thrust to our efforts to integrate technology into the curriculum. We are committed to
providing our students with the computer skills that business demand and that our workforce will
need to maintain our competitiveness in a global economy.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discollilts to schools for all telecom­
munications services including internal connections. This action will open the door of
opportunity for every student in our country and help to prepare our workforce of the future.

George E. Cooke, Ed. D.
Superintendent

GEC/rm
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The Honorable James Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
VVasmngton, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No.96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:
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I am a superintendent from Central Union School District, and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow. The Central Union School District would use the discounts to offset the
costs of our T1 lines.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sinrerely,

~ ~VI'l.~
Joan F. Gu.·n~o'SJM'~

Superintendent

JFG:caa
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The Honorable James Quello, commis~'8ner
Federal Communication Commissioner
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

~\\NSH\NEPER\OO

On behalf of the Milan Area Schools board, administration,
staff, students and community I would like to thank you for
working diligently to ensure that school districts will have
access to the Information Superhighway at an affordable rate.

Our district is in the final stages of a construction
project where a significant investment was made to wire our
buildings for technology and to purchase a large number of
computers. We want to provide our students with every
educational opportunity possible through the use of technology
and the Information Superhighway. Due to this investment we now
have the hardware we need to accomplish our goal. But, we need
to have a way to reach beyond our school walls to access the
world. With a very tight operational budget we also need to have
access at a reasonable cost.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. This plan is an essential component for
the preparation of our youth for the jobs of tomorrow.

The need for deep discounts for telecommunication services
is critical. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan. Our students will be very appreciative.

Sincerely,

~YN'fYl~
Dennis M. McComb
Superintendent

DMM:gd
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MILAN, MICHIGAN 48160 FAX (313) 439-3352
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Homer Kearns, Superintendent

'.The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554 ~

RE: CC Docket No. 96-~*t.:J

Dear Commissioner Quello:

-e:
r;;O

r--)-
<..',)
o
(;)

...-Y,J
::~

I am the school board chair for Salem-Keizer Public Schools in Salem,
Oregon. I want to thank you for your support of funds for Internet access in
schools.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools in our district will be able to
enjoy the Internet's features, including distance learning. The over $2 billion
a year in the plan bring this technology directly into the classroom.

With the deep discounts your plan supports, we will be able to wire more
computers in more schools faster, allowing for more opportunities for our
students to be educated as the workforce of tomorrow.

Our district's mission says in part that each of our students will have "the
essential knowledge, skills and attitudes" to be "a contributing citizen and
productive worker in a changing and increasingly diverse world." I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries to help us with our mission and make Internet access a
reality for today's students.

Sincerely,

(;;LC: ,~~. ___
:;::;H~hinson, Chairperson
Salem-Keizer Public Schools
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Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20544

­~-

Dear Mr. Quello:

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned
by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of
our public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are
critical to live, learn, and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant
discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has
accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal
wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and
non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for
diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas ofthe State,

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools -- and -­
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to
call if we can be ofany further assistance.

-'-11/1~~
Lom eM. Novak ~_._-

Ad . istrative Librarian
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L. ROBERT IIALLMAN
Assistant Superintendent

The Honorable James Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am the Business Manager of the Dover Area School District,
Dover, pennsylvania and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

As our student enrollment expands in our community, we are faced
with the difficult task of meeting tomorrow's needs with today's
cash. We are a rural bedroom community, that borders a very
industrial area. Our local support is residence property taxes.
We have developed a financial/strategic plan that incorporates
technology for uses such as distance learning, developing kiosks
for use by residents, year round use of facilities exploration,
and a commitment to lifelong learning.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Denise L. Russell
Business Manager

Dover Community Partnership Develops Life Long Learners


