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May 2, 1995

Convnillioner lames E, QueUo
Fodcnl Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Wuhinatcm, DC 20554

~lJNSH'NE PERIOD RECEIVED
MAY ~~ ..6 1997

IE: ExPa1" Communications in CC Dockez No. 96-262

Dear Commissioner Qulllo:

I am writiq to express Ralston Purina Company'. oppolition 10 Ihe Federal Communications
Conunission (FCC) propouJ to substantially raiR the telephone bills on multi-line telephone users
- primarily buainClICS - when refomUnl it rules on May 6th reprdina universal service and
interstate a=u eharp in liabt of the new telecornmunieationslaw pused by Cqrcss last year.

Thil propoaJ would increase the multi-liDe bu.ineslsubscriber line charp cap from $6 to $9.50
per line per month. crace a new ebarae for each pre-subscribed telephone line of$4 .50 per line per
month. and increase the cost ofdodieatcd acces. by $400 million. The.e increases combined,
would result in approximately a 5250,000 per year increase in teleconvnunications costs for
RaJstoa Purina. OnJy a small portion of these increase. would be oftJet by lower long distance
savinas.

When the new telecommunications act became law 14 months 110, we applauded the bold
prcdictiODl reprdiqlocal telephone eornpetition and lower rates. While it will take a number of
yean before meanmafUllevel. of competition become available, it now appears that the FCC
lcadcrs!Up is proPOSina 10 raise. nat lower, the telCQOmmunieations costs ofAmerican business.
We do not quOltion the aoaI ofwirina scbool. and librari•. Rather. we question the manner in
which the eharp is to be levied and the fact that it is beiDa levied an business customers who are
already beina overcharaed for their telephone services.

At a time when American business i. trying to'compete at home and abroad, it makes no sense for
the FCC sinale out thole lame businesses with hiaber telecommunications com. When
considcrinJ proposals to reform universal service and intontate access charge nales. we urp you to
reject any direct or indirect end user line charges that un&irJy target American muJti~line business
customers.

Georse 1. Miller
Senior Manaaer
Teleconununications Services

Checkerboord SQuore
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Commissioner James E. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

CLINTON,s..c.

May 1~u:,~'III1"
~lfNSHrNE PERIOD

via FAX 202-418-2802

RE: Ex Parte Communication in CC Docket No. 96-262

Dear Commissioner Quello:

Presbyterian College is greatly concerned by reports of possible increases in the cap on
business multi-line Subscriber Line Charges (SLC) and pre-subscribed lines (PSL) surcharges. One
report indicated the possibility of an increase of $8.00 per month charge for each business line
including each Centrex line. Such a charge, depending on how implemented, could cost Presbyterian
College more than $8,000.00 per month: the equivalent of more than five full scholarships including
tuition, fees, room, and board. Or, looking at it another way, this would represent an increase of
almost 33% in our local telephone service bill.

We certainly hope that the commission rejects any such ideas.

The provision of discounted telecommunications services for K-12 schools, libraries, and
rural health facilities may be a worthwhile public policy goal but if so it should be funded directly by
Congress, not in this manner.

Presbyterian College is certainly not alone among institutions of higher education using
Centrex services. Any proposal that increases fees for businesses also affects colleges, universities,
and other non profits which must purchase business telephone services.

Thank you for considering our position on this matter. Once again we hope that discounted
telecommunication services for K-12 schools, libraries, and rural health facilities would not be
subsidized through increases in business telephone fees that feed the Universal Service Fund.

Sincerely,

Morris M. Galloway Jr.
Dean of Administrative Services

MMG:jwc

Presbyterian College. P.O. Box 975. 503 South Broad Street. Clinton, South Carolina 29325. (864) 833-2820
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May 6, 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James E. Quello
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman and Commissioners:

Reference: -Ex Parte Communication in CC Docket No. 96·262"

It has come to our attention that the FCC may approve significant increases
in telephone Subscriber Line Charges (SLC) and Pre·Subscriber Line Surcharges
(PSLC) for multi-line business customers plus level a "universal service social
agenda obligation fee" for cellular, PCS, and paging serviCes. Colleges and
universities affected by these increases will in effect be major players in
underwriting the FCC costs to implement requirements of the 1996
Telecommunications Act for discounted telecommunications services to K-12
schools, libraries, rural health facilities, and lifeline services.

Universal telecommunications access for every citizen is an important
national goal, and a Universal Service Fund may be needed to accomplish this
worthy goal. While the end result of these charges has merit, the FCC must
consider the impact of these increases on higher education institutions, especially
publicly-funded institutions.

:it:
:: We would encourage the Commission to review the impact of the proposed
changes and the fmancial implications for higher education institutions. The
impact of the proposed increases at Kent State University is estimated to be more
than 5480,000 annually. We respectfully request any assistance in the
reconsideration of regulations in order to exempt public higher education. Public
institutions have gone through a period of severe cuts in state funding, high costs,
and many other unfunded mandates.
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The affordability of a college education is already a struggle for many. We
hope that the Commission will not inadvertently target the scarce resources of
higher education to subsidize K-12 schools, libraries, rural health facilities and
lifeline services. Thank you very much for your consideration and review.

Carol A. Cartwright
President

cc: Congressman Sherrod Brown
Senator Michael DeWine
Senator John Glenn
Congressman Dennis Kucinich
Congressman Steven LaTQurette
Congressman Robert Ney
Congressman Ralph Regula
Congressman Thomas Sawyer
Congressman Louis Stokes
Congressman James Traficant, Jr.
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Dynamic Controls Inc.
The possibilities are endless...

To: Reed Hundt
From: Tommy Bowen
Date: 5-May-97
Re : Modem Tax

Dear Chainnan Hundt,

I own a small ISP in North Carolina. I am writing this letter to urge you not to vote for the
proposed "modem tax", a provision of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (sponsored
by Senators Olympia Snowe, Jay Rockefeller, James Exon, and Bob Kerrey). We do not think this
tax is fair, nor necessary. Our company already provides completely FREE access to every student
and teacher in our school system currently. I know ofother examples ofISPs who provide free
access to school systems as well. This tax would greatly impact our business, and could possibly
have ludicrous results. For example, the increased cost we incur due to this tax may cause us to
cancel our free access for students and teachers, in order that we can charge them to pay for the tax
increase that is supposed to provide them low-cost access.

I urge you to vote against this proposal. Thank you.

Tommy Bowen
tommy@roxboro.net
POBox 66
Rougemont, NC 27572

D_... • -..T,.. .,..,Il..,,,,
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Dynamic Controls Inc.
The possibilities are endless...

To: James QueUo
From: Tommy Bowen
Date: 5-May-97
Re : Modem Tax

Dear Commissioner Quello,

RECEIVED
IIAY'~ 6 1991

,....,~eooo-..

I own a small ISP in North Carolina. I am writing this letter to urge you not to vote for the
proposed "modem tax", a provision of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (sponsored
by Senators Olympia Snowe, Jay Rockefeller, James Exon, and Bob Kerrey). We do not think this
tax is fair, nor necessary. Our company already provides completely FREE access to every student
and teacher in our school system currently. I know ofother examples of ISPs who provide free
access to school systems as well. This tax would greatly impact our business, and could possibly
have ludicrous results. For example, the increased cost we incur due to this tax may cause us to
cancel our free access for students and teachers, in order that we can charge them to pay for the tax
increase that is supposed to provide them low-cost access.

I urge you to vote against this proposal. Thank you.

Sincerely

b-Z
Tommy Bowen
tommy@roxboro.net
PO Box 66
Rougemont, NC 27572

D_•• • "'1r" ..,...,c..,.... li..v(Olll\ 'l(....LQ.,"'.,
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Dynamic Con:trols Inc.
The possibilities are endless...

To: Rachelle Chong
From: Tommy Bowen
Date: 5-May-97
Re : Modem Tax

Dear Commissioner Chong,

I own a small ISP in North Carolina. I am writing this letter to urge you not to vote for the
proposed "modem tax", a provision ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996 (sponsored
by Senators Olympia Snowe, Jay Rockefeller, James Exon, and Bob Kerrey). We do not think this
tax is fair, nor necessary. Our company already provides completely FREE access to every student
and teacher in our school system currently. I know ofother examples ofISPs who provide free
access to school systems as well. This tax would greatly impact our business, and could possibly
have ludicrous results. For example, the increased cost we incur due to this tax may cause us to
cancel our free access for students and teachers, in order that we can charge them to pay for the tax
increase that is supposed to provide them low-cost access.

I urge you to vote against this proposal. Thank you.

Sincerely

~
Tommy Bowen
tommy@roxboro.net
POBox 66
Rougemont, NC 27572
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Dynamic Controls Inc.
The possibilities are endless...

To: Susan Ness
From: Tommy Bowen
Date: 5-May-97
Re : Modem Tax

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I own a small ISP in North Carolina. I am writing this Jetter to urge you not to vote for the
proposed "modem tax", a provision of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (sponsored
by Senators Olympia Snowe, Jay Rockefeller, James Exon, and Bob Kerrey). We do not think this
tax is fair, nor necessary. Our company already provides completely FREE access to every student
and teacher in our school system currently. I know ofother examples of ISPs who provide free
access to school systems as well. This tax would greatly impact our business, and could possibly
have ludicrous results. For example, the increased cost we incur due to this tax may cause us to
cancel our free access for students and teachers, in order that we can charge them to pay for the tax
increase that is supposed to provide them low-cost access.

I urge you to vote against this proposal. Thank you.

Tommy Bowen
tommy@roxboro.net
POBox 66
Rougemont, NC 27572



(L'CllnlernallonaL
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May 5, 1997

William F. Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Access Charge Reform
CC Docket No. 96-262

Dear Mr. Caton:

SUNSHINE PERIOD

RECEIVED
MAY 6 1997

On behalf ofLCI International Telecom Co ., please take notice that on May 3,
1997, Anne K. Bingaman, President Local Telec unications Division - LCI,
discussed with FCC Commissioner Rach ong the above mentioned docket and
related Access Charge Reform letters addressed to the FCC from H. Brian Thompson,
Chairman & ChiefExecutive Officer ofLCI dated April 21 and April 29, 1997, as well as
issues raised in Comments ofLCI International Telecom Corp. filed on above-mentioned
docket of January 29, 1997.

In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an original and one
copy of this notice is provided for inclusion in the public record.

Sincerely,

~UjWJJifU~
Douglas W. Kinkoph
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May 6,1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James E. QueUo
Commissioner RacheUe B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness .

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W..
Washington, D.C. 20554

RECEIVED
SUNSHINE PERIOD NAY .~.6 1997

Ftdtrll CommunlcllloRl Commilalon
Otrlce ofSecntuy

Reference: lEx. Pane Communication in CC Docket No. 96-262i

Dear Chainnan and Commissioners:

It has come to our attention that the FCC may approve a significant increase in me telephone
Subscriber Line Charge (SLC) and impose a new Pre-Subscriber Line surcharge (PSLC) for
multi-line business customers. These fees would be used to subsidize telecommunications
services to K-12 public schools, libraries, and rural health facilities through me Universa!
Service Fund. Universities are required to purchase business telephone services. Therefore,
higher educar:ion institutions will, in effect, underwrite the costs to provide these services to
orher agencies.

Telecommunications access for every citizen is an important national goal and a Universal
Service Fund may be needed to accomplish it. However, the FCC must also consider the impact
of these proposed charges on communications costs paid by higher education institutions. At
Virginia Tech, our annual costs would increase by at least $120,000 on our main campus and by
an unknown amount for Extension Office locations throughout our state.

We would encourage the Commission to review the impact of the proposed changes and the
financial implications for higher education institutions before making a final ruling. Thank you
for considering our position on this maner.

Sincerely,

~~
Earving L, Blythe
Vice President, Information Systems

cc: Senator Charles S. Robb
Senator John W. Warner
Congressman Rick C. Boucher
Dr, Paul E. Torgersen, Presidenr, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University
Mr. Ralph Byers, Director of Government Relations, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and Stare University
Mr. Brian Moir, Attorney
Ms. Jeri Serner, Executive Director, ACUTA
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May 6, 1997

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James E. QueUo
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman and Commissioners:

RECEiVED

MAY 6 t997

Fed'llI Communlc:atlonl Commilaion
OffIce of SecI1fIry

Reference: -Ex Parte Communication in CC Docket No. 96-262"

It has come to our attention that the FCC may approve significant increases
in telephone Subscriber Line Charges (SLC) and Pre-Subscriber Line Surcharges
(PSLC) for multi-line business customers plus level a "universal service social
agenda obligation fee" for cellular, PCS, and paging services. Colleges and
universities affected by these increases will in effect be major players in
underwriting the FCC costs to implement requirements of the 1996
Telecommunications Act for discounted telecommunications services to K-12
schools, libraries, rural health facilities, and lifeline services.

Universal telecommunications access for every citizen is an important
national goal, and a Universal Service Fund may be needed to accomplish this
worthy goal. While the end result of these charges has merit, the FCC must
consider the impact of these increases on higher education institutions, especially
publicly-funded institutions.

-.-
-: We would encourage the Commission to review the impact of the proposed
changes and the fmancial implications for higher education institutions. The
impact of the proposed increases at Kent State University is estimated to be more
than $480,000 annually. We respectfully request any assistance in the
reconsideration of regulations in order to exempt public higher education. Public
institutions have gone through a period of severe cuts in state funding, high costs,
and many other unfunded mandates.
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The affordability of a college education is already a struggle for many. We
hope that the Commission will not inadvertently target the scarce resources of
higher education to subsidize K-12 schools, libraries, rural health facilities and
lifeline services. Thank you very much for your consideration and review.

Carol A. Cartwright
President

cc: Congressman Sherrod Brown
Senator Michael DeWine
Senator John Glenn
Congressman Dennis Kucinich
Congressman. Steven LaT()urette
Congressman Robert Ney
Congressman Ralph Regula
Congressman Thomas Sawyer
Congressman Louis Stokes
Congressman James Traficant, Jr.
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MEDICAL CENTER
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May 6, 1997

Commissioner Rachelle Chong
ATTN: Eileen Duff
Fax: 202-418-2820

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Fed'lII Communleatlonl Commlnion
otrIce ofSecrwtIIy

Clark Regional Medical Center solicits your support for the adoption ofa telecommunications policy
to be voted on by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) which will have significant impact
on rural health providers. The adoption ofthe Universal Service policy would:

1) support and subsidize distance charges, and
2) support toll-free connections to the Internet

Adopting universal service regulations will allow rural providers to receive the same rates for
telecommunications lines used in telemcdicine that urban providers receive. It would also allow
cOIUlection to the Internet without having to pay long distance charges where a local Internet service
provider is unavailable.

Please consider this information in your decision. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~ :}n1VlD. a ,'(j

RobertD. Fraraccio
CEO

RDF:to
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Commissioner Jim Quello
Federal Communications Commission

Dear Commissioner Quello:

On behalf of St. Elizabeth Medical Center, I would like to express
our support of the telecoItUnunioations "universal service" policy
which is scheduled for a vote at tomorrow's meeting. st. Elizabeth
Medical Center is a three hospital system with one of hospitals
being a 30 bed facility located in a rural county. We believe that
telemedicine will have great value for the population and providers
in our rural service area.

Adopting universal service regulations will allow us and other
rural providers to receive the same rates for telecommunications
lines used in telemedicine that urban providers receive. This will
reduce the cost and encourage the telecommunications link with our
rural facility.

~hank you for your consideration and hopefully vote to support this
very important policy.

s~~
Rosanne Nields
Director of Marketing and

GOVernment Affairs

cc: Joseph W. Gross
President and Chief Executive Officer

NDnJl UBi!
'101 E. 20th SlrCCl

Covingtoll, Kcnwcky 11014
(606) 292-4000

South Unit
One Medical Village: Drive
Edgewood, Kenlllcky 410 Ii
(606) 344·2000

Gmlle COlllllY
23fllmmc~ Road
Williams(own. Kentucky 41097
(606) 824-2400
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May 6, 1997

ST. E P.R.MKT.PHYS~CS. 606 292 4694 P.04/06

Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission

Dear Commissioner Chong:

On behalf of st. Elizabeth Medical Center, I would like to express
our support of the telecommunications "universal service" policy
which is scheduled for a vote at tomorrow's meeting. st. Elizabeth
Medical Center is a three hospital system with one of hospitals
being a 30 bed facility located in a rural county. We believe that
telemedicine will have great value for the population and providers
in our rural service area.

Adopting universal service regulations will allow us and other
rural providers to receive the same rates for telecommunications
lines used in telemedicine that urban providers receive. This will
reduce the cost and encourage the telecommunications link with our
rural facility.

Thank you for your consideration and hopefully vote to support this
very important policy .

......

SincerelY'--.f n.J ,
~.~

Rosanne Nields
Director of Marketing and

Government Affairs

cc: Joseph W. Gross
President and Chief Executive Officer

Nonh T.luil
401 E. 2Dr.h Srrr:c[
C,nvingloll, Kentucky 110I'!
{606} 292-4000

South Unit
Dnt: M(:~ic:al Vilbge Drive
Edg(:\"ood, Kentucky 4101 i
(606) ~44-2000

Cl<IlIl Coullly
238 &mc.s RO:ld
Williamsrown, KCll(IICky 4.1097
(606) 824-2400
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~St.Flizabeth
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On behalf of st. Elizabeth Medical Center, I would like to express
our support of the telecommunications "universal service'· policy
which is scheduled for a vote at tomorrow's meeting. St. Elizabeth
Medical Center is a three hospital system with one of hospitals
being a 30 bed facility located in a rural county. We believe that
telemedicine will have great value for the population and providers
in our rural service area.

Adopting universal service requlations will allow us and other
rural providers to receive the same rates for telecommunications
lines used in telemedicine that urban providers receive. This will
reduce the cost and encourage the telecommunications link with our
rural facility.

Thank you for your consideration and hopefully vote to support this
very important policy.

Sincerely, '~ '0/
~/~

Rosanne Nields
Director of Marketing and

Government Affairs

cc: Joseph W. Gross
President and Chief Executive Officer

NunJI Unit
401 E. 20th SrrCCl
Covingron, Kcnwcky 'I1OJ-l
(606) 292-40nO

Sl>lIlh Unit
Gilt: Mc:tliGll Village: Drive
Edgt:wood, Kenlllcky 41017
(606) 344...2000

G14111 Counly
238 Banlt:s RO<\l1
Willialll~towll. &lHucky 41097
(60G) 82'1...2'100



Conemaugh Valley School District
1451 Frankstown Road
Jobnsto~PA 15902
April30t 1997

Dear Commissioner Chong:

qG- ~Gl

~IJNSHINePERIOD

RECEIVED
NAY~.61997

Fed"" CommUlllcatlona Commlllion
OffIce or SecrIIuy

I am a member of the Conemaugh Valley School Districtts Technolo&y Committeet and I
would lite to tbaDk you for yom dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distaDce-leaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools and, importaDtlYt the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Yom inclusion ofintemal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the work force oftomorrow.

The Conemaugh Valley School District would use the discounts to develop secondary
and elementary school wide area networts which would provide Internet connectivity for
approximately 1200 elementary and secondary school students and staff.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Tbankyou.

SincerelYt


