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MARTIN W. HOFFMAN

50 COLUMBUS BOULEVARD
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

MARTIN W. HOFFMAN
HANK D. HOFFMAN*
WALTER J. ONACEWICZ; Jr.

April 19, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Attention: TV Branch

RE: WHCT-TV Channel 18, Hartford, CT

Gentlemen:

Telephone (203) 525-4287
Telccopier (203) 727-9481

·1

As you know, I am the duly appointed, qualified and apting
Trustee of the estate of Astroline Communications Compan~

Limited Partnership and the holder of the license for WHCT-TV
Channel 18, Hartford, Connecticut.

The commission has, on five occasions to date, granted the
Trustee's requests for special temporary authority to remain
dark pursuant to section 73.1740 of the Commission's Rules.
On March 24, 1992, I requested an extension until July 17,
1992 and on June 26, 1992, I also requested another extension
for authority to remain dark until November 4, 1992. On
October 9, 1992, I once again requested a further extension
for authority to remain dark until January 15, 1993, and on
December 28, 1992, I requested'a further extension to remain
dark until April 15, 1993. On March 18, 1993, I again
requested authority to remain dark until July 14, 1993. On or
about March 15, 1993, the Commission extended the Trustee's
authority for station WHCT-TV to remain dark until April 28,
1993.

The Trustee has received an offer from Two If By Sea
Broadcasting Co., 22720 S.E. 410th street, Enumclaw, WA 98022,
for TIBS or its designee to purchase whatever right, title or



interest the Trustee has in a Lease of the television
broadcast tower site located on 376 Deercliff Road, Avon,
connecticut, and to purchase whatever right, title and
interest the Trustee has in the television broadcast license
of WHCT-TV and two private operational fixed microwave radio
station licenses: Call Sign WNER693-60 Washington Street,
Hartford, CT and Call Sign WNER694-18 Garden Street, Hartford,
CT (hereinafter referred to as "OFS Licenses"), for a total
purchase price of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand ($250,000)
dollars payable in two $25,000 paYments and a final
$200,000.00 payment, pursuant to the terms and conditions of a
Purchase and Assignment Agreement dated March 19, 1993 and
attached hereto.

On March 18, 1993, the Trustee filed in the Bankruptcy
Court a motion for approval of assumption and assignment of
the Lease to TIBS and notice of his intent to sell whatever
right, title or interest the Trustee has in the aforesaid­
Lease, the WHCT-TV License, and the OFS Licenses to TIBS or
its designee or to the highest bidder for same. A total of
four objections were filed against the Trustee's sale by
Astro1ine Connecticut, Inc., Robert and Martha Rose, Alan
Shurberg d/b/a Shurberg Broadcasting, and Milton Hathaway.
Alan Shurberg d/b/a Shurberg Broadcasting also filed an
opposing bid for the aforementioned assets with the Trustee
and the Court. On or about March 30, 1993, Robert and Martha
Rose filed an objection to the Trustee's Notice of Sale
alleging that they have a security interest in the Lease. The
Trustee has filed a Motion to Assign Lease Free and Clear of
Liens on April 13, 1993, and has filed a Complaint against the
Roses seeking to avoid their alleged lien as a preference or
fraudulent conveyance. Astroline connecticut, Inc. has also
filed a motion seeking to compel the Trustee to reject the
Lease of the tower site.

A Bankruptcy Court hearing was scheduled for April 14,
1993 on the motions and objections involving the Trustee's
sale. After two days of testimony and argument, the Honorable
Robert L. Krechevsky, Chief Bankruptcy JUdge for the District
of Connecticut, entered a partial ruling granting the Trustee
authority to assume the Lease of 376 Deercliff Road pursuant
to 11 U.S.C. § 365. The Court continued the hearing and
scheduled April 22, 1993 @ 11:00 a.m. as a scheduling hearing
where the date and time for the resumption of the hearing on
the the Trustee's sale will be set.
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It is doubtful that the Trustee's sale of whatever right,
title and interest the Trustee has in the Lease and the
WHCT-TV Licenses will be resolved by April 28, 1993.
Furthermore, it will be necessary for the potential purchaser
to proceed with the assignment of the License and, therefore,
the Trustee is requesting a further extension of time to
remain dark.

Therefore, in order to effectuate a sale of the estate's
assets for their maximum value, the Trustee requests that the
Commission further extend the special temporary authority to
remain dark for an additional one hundred twenty (120) days
after April 28, 1993, that is, until August 26, 1993 to
provide the trustee with sufficient time to complete a sale of
the estate's assets and to assign the estate's interest in the
License.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Very truly yours,

~~~
Trustee in Bankruptcy
Attorney for the Trustee

MWH/wjo

cc: Emma Mebane
Clay C. Pendarvis
Harry F. Cole
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PURCKASe AND oSsI9NMENT AGREEME~~

Purchase and AssiqnmQnt. Agreement (tlAgreemertt. fC ), bYa.nd
between Two If By SGa Broadoasting corporation ("TIBS") I ,{

Oel.awat'G C!ot"por3tion, and I'hlt"tin W_ Hotfman, Trustee 1n
be.nkr:upt.o¥ for Aslroline Communicat.iong company Limited
Part-nerehl.p, Debtor ("Astroline").

KJ.1'KfissETJj

WHEREAS, Astrollno is the License~ ot eelev1sion broadcast
station WHeT-TV, Hartford, connect~cut ("KHCTMTVtI) and of
private operational fixed ~Lcrowave stations WH!R693 and,
WHER694, in Hartford, Oonneot.icut (the "orR ~1aonses"): and

~ HRBB#A§, Astroline is the ~GC•• of certain real'property
looated on Deercliff Road in Avon and West I{artfo~d""
conneoticut, pursuant to a Lease from Astrol1ne conn'Qtlcut,
Ino. (the "Lease") 1 and <,....

~.

KHEBSAI, Astrolina is in a Chapter 7 bankr.uptcy praceedlnq
in the u.s. Bankruptcy-Court for the Distriot of conn90tlout,
oaae No. 88-Zlt~4, and Hartin W. Hoffman ("Trustee") is t~e
duly appointed, ,qualified and aoting Trus~ee of the Astroline
isztatet and

ftHBftlAS, TIBS wishes to obtain whatever ~i9hts, title and
iriterest the Trustee has in the Lease and the 1.toonse of
WHCT-TV (the ftM'HC1J.'-TV Lioensl It) and the ors Lioensee, and the
Trustee wishes to assign, tran~fer or otberwise oonvey
whRt.~*r'riqht, title and interest the Trustee has in maid
Leaae and LioensQs to TIBS" an4'

WHBRRY, thQ approval of the Ban~~ptoy oout"t. (tt~urtn)
is neoessary before the conteaplated assumption and
assignment, transfer} or conveyanoe of the Lease may bCl
aooollplJ.Ehed, and

HHBBIAS, the approval of the court and ot the Federal
Oow.aunIaaitIohG coaai8111etn ("peo") iR nAoARRary before the
conteaplat.d assignaents, t~a"sf.rm or oonveyances of the
WH~-TV Licenoe and OFS Lioenses may be accomplished; and
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HH&R~, a Notice or Sale of the proposed Bs~ignmQnt to
TIBS of whatevc~ ~i9ht title and interest the Trustaa ham in
tho Lease t Wtt<.."!'-TV Ltc~nse, and 0P'5 lJlcell~t:~ haEl to be f tled
with the Court and sent to all credltors and ot.har Interesteg.
pa~tieB. A h~ar.{n9 shall be held if any person objects to the
sale or w1enes to make a hl9h~r oteer than TIllS( l!intl

HHEBSlm, pursuant to the terms of t.he Notice of Sale to bQ
filed with the Bankruptcy court. any person wishlnqto
make B higher offer for whatev~r right, title .~nd and interest
the Truetec:a has i.n th& L9ase, WIlCT-TV Lic:enae, and ars
Lio~nses oan no~tfy the Trustee and the Court wnereby the
TruatQe shall hold an auction at the court at thtt tllQa
de~19nated in the Notioe of Sale, Arid the Lease and Lioensee
shall be sold to the highest bidder. .

r-•

.,'
j' ."...'..-A'aets Pu[oblied.1.

to HOW, TUEaEE'p...BEf the. Trustee and TIBS, i.n conslder~tion of
the mutual promises hereinafter set for.th, dO hereby. HgraQ as
followSl

The Tru&toe agrees ~o assume the Lease 6ubiect to
Court approval and to sell and asslqn to TIBS whatever
r1Vhbs the Trustee has in tho r~a8e, the WHCT-TV Lioense,
and the ors Licenses, and TIBS aqrees to purchase and
acquire fro~ ~he Tru5tee whatever riqht, title and
interest the Trustee has in the LeasQ, the WHCT-TV
r.icensA I and the OFS Lioenses.

2. conl!derot!Jm:'

Consideration paid to the Trustee by TIes for the
8ss,ts !dentifl.d in paraqraph 1 hereof shall be ~o
Hun4rod Fifty ThoURsnd .($2~O,OOG.OO) Dollars, or suoh
hi9her bid (if any) in the event of an auotion, payable as
£0110v81

a. An initial deposit of Twenty Five Thousand
($25,000.00) Dollars shall be paid by TIBS to the
Truotoe upon the Trustee's submission of a .otion to
the oourt requGdtinq approval of the a08umption and
8ss1gn••nt of ~he Lease, whioh sum shall be
rOfundable if TISS lu outbid at. any auotion pursuant
to the Notice of Sale or 1£ the Trustae failS to
obtain Court approval af the ftsbumption and
aac19nment of ~he Leag~, but vhi~h 1n all other
eV$n~s shall be non-rofundable.
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b. ~fter Court approval of the Trustee's propoeed
assumption and assiqnment of whatev~r right, title
~nd tnte~Qst tho Trustee nas in the l~aSet ~r8S Shall
pay Twenty rive 'l'housand (925,000.00) 0011ar18 (or '
much higher bid) to the Trustee, Which sum is in
addition to the initial deposit ot $~5,OOU.uu, tor a
total purchase price of rifey Thousand ($50,000.00)
Dollars (or such higher bid) for Whatever right,
titlo and interest the Trus~e~ has in th~ Lease, and
the Truste~ ~hall assign whatever right, title and
tnter~Qt the Trustee has in the Lease 'to TIBS. The
aforem~ntion.d transaction is not subjeot to or
conditioned u~on TIBS recQLving PCC approval of the
a~signment of whatevor right, titl~ and interest the
TruBtee has in thQ WHCT-TV Licence or the OFS
L1cenaes to TIBS. The aforement.ioned transact.ion
shall be held on th~ date and looation specified in
paraqraph 4 her. In.

c. After final FCC approval of the Trustee'S .
proposed ~ssi9nm.nt of vhatever right, title and intorest
the Truste. has in the WHCT-TV License, TIBS ..hall pay Two
Hundr.~d ThaUsand ($200,000) Dollars (or such biqher bid)
~o the Trustee for whatever riqht, title and interest the
Trustee has in the WHCT-TV Licenoe and the OFS Li~enses,
a.nd the Trust'i'A ~hBll assiQn Whatever riqht, title and
Ihter.8~ he has in the WHeT-TV Lioence and the OFS
~lcen~Qs to TIBS. The aforementioned tran8ac~lon shall be
hold on tho d~t:e and loelltJ.on specified in paragraph 4
herein.

3 • OOMoDt;1J •

a•. The assumption and asslqnment of Whatever riqht, title
~nd intorGat the Tructao haa in ~ho Lea~A ~a TIna is
sUbjeot to the sriar approval of the Court and subject to
belnq outbid at any auotibh held pursuant to the terms of
the Notiae of Sale.

b. The assignments of wha~ever ri9ht, title and interQst
the Trustee has In the WHeT-TV t.ioet,,;e and t:h. 01'£1
Lioenses are &Ubjeot to the prior approval of the court
and of tho FCC and gUbjeo~ to being outbid at any auotion
hel~ pursuant bo the tcrmo ot the M~~la. of 9.10. TIB~

ghall, vithin five (5) days after the exeoution of this
Aqreement, pr~pars and file applications requesting the

-)-
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con~ent of the FCC to the assignment of the WHCT-TV
License and the ors Lioenses fro~ the Trustee lo TIBs.
The Trustee and TIBS thereafter will take all measures
reasonably nBcessary to obtain the prompt approval or such
applications by the FCC ond shltl t promptl y provide an:ro ...
information requested b~ the FCC Ln connectioll with such
applications.

4. ~.ing$ and CQntinqenQi~s.

a. PUrsuant to the terms or the Notice o~·Sale to b~

filed with th_ Bankruptoy court:.,·8tly person wishing to
make a higher offer for whatever right r title and and
interest the Trustee has itl' the ...Lease, WHCT-TV License r
and OFS Lloenses can notify the Trustee and the court
whereby the Trustee shall hold an auction at the 'Court at

~ the tiMe deaiqnatedin the Notice of Sale. In the event
that TISS or its designee is outbid at suoh au~tton, the
closings herein shall not take place, TIBS shail be under
no Obl'i9~tion 1:0 pu~at\aB. the Lease, WHCT-IrY Llcet;lee. and
ora Lioenses from the Trustee, and the Trustee sh~ll be
und~r no obllqaf:ion to asa1tJn or otherwice transfer the
Le&AO, WHCT-TV LloenClCl, and oFS t.!.censas to 'I'IB8.

b. In t.bea event TIBS is tme purahaser or highest bidder,
thQ Tru~~Ga will assign whatever ri9h~, titlG and interest
hQ has in thQ Lease'to TIBS, and TIBS will pay the
oonsideration for suoh assign~ent, a~ a Closinq of the
Loa~Q ASBi9hmon~ ~o bo held t.en (10) day~ Bf~er the court
qrants approval of the assu~ption and assiqnmant of
wh~tever riqht. ~ltl. and interest the Trustee has in the
Lease to '1'100. In the GVOht t:hat: tho tenth (lOch) day
falls upon a WQQkend, the Closlnq shall take plaae on the
next following business day. Such closing will be held at
10100 a.m. 8t ~e Off!a.a of the ~ruatGG, or a~ .uch o~h.~

time a.,d plaoe all may be agreed upon by the part.Les. The .
Cloainq of the Leaf:;e Assignment is not oont.lhgent \Span the
Qpproval of the FCC Gnd shall ~akc plaoe whq~hor or not
the FCC approves any applioation fil&d in oonnection with
this Aqraflllent.

o. tn th~ event TIa9 is the purchaser or high6St biddar,
the TrustOe will aS8iqR whatever right, title and interest
he has in the HHCT-TV Lioenee. and til. OFS Lioenl!los too
TIBS, and TIBS shall pay the oonsldQration for suoh
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assignments, at ~ closinq to be held ten (10) day~ After
(inal FCC approval ot the 85signment of whatever ~iqht,
title and inter-Gst the Trus'tee nas inctte WHC'l'-'l'V
License. In the .vent that the FCC does not approve the
propos~d ass ignment of whatever right. ti tIe and lnte["c'cl
the Tcuetee has in thQ orB Licenses to TIBS, tnQ
consideration to be paid to the Trustee by TIBS shall not
be di~inished. In the event the the fCC does not approve
of the proposed assignment of what6v~r right, title and
interest the Trustae has in the WHCT-TV Lioense, TIBS will
be under no obligJltion to acquire the OFs'LicenseIJ. In
the Qvent that tho tenth (10th) day falls upon a weekend,
the closing shall take pLace on the next following
business day. suoh closing will be held at 10:00 a.m. a~
the Offioes of the Trustee, or at such other time and
place dQ may be 8qreed upon by the parties.

d. In the event that the proposed assignment of ~~atev8r

right; title and interest the Trustee has in the or~
LioensCl t.o TIB~ 1s approved by the FCC after the .91osin9
of th. assignment of whatov~r ri9ht, title and interest
the Trustee,has in the WHeT-TV Lioense, the Trustee shall
aAsi~n whatevet riqht, title and interest the Trustee has
in the OFS Lioense to TIBS at a time and ~laoe which 1s
mutually aqreed upon by the parties.

~. No warrantLt& or ReprAftlotationp by The Truste~t

ThQ Trustee makes no'r.~resentfttlon or wa~rantieB

what-oever with respeot to the existing and continuing
validity and efteotiveness of the Lease, thQ WHCT-TV Lioense,
and the OFS Ll~.n••c.

a. TIBS is a oorporat1on in 900d standlnq unde~ the taws
of the State of Delaware, and has full corporate power and
But:hority ~o carry on t:h. buginQQs now oonduotAd by It.
TI8S hag full pover and authoritr to enter into this
Aqree~.nt, and thQ QKGoutlon, de !ver.y and consummation of
t:.hll5 Aqreement have beon dUly aubhorizQd by all nocQssarY
corporate aotion on its part. ,

b. TX89 t. aware of no faots whioh would oause th~ cnurt
or the FCC to conclude that TIBS does not possesS the

f
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roquislt.e 1~9fJl, tQ.chnic~lf and flnannial qualifica':.lons
to adquire the Lea~e and Lioenses whtch are the sUbjec~s
of this Agreement.

7. EHi.. -..
TIBS sh~ll pay all FCC filinq fees which must be filed in

oonneotion vith the applioations contemplated by.this
Agreement.

'."

~is Aqreemenb shall be blndin~ upon and inure ~o the
be~ef~t of the parties hereto, tbe~r SUOOeS8ars and assi~ns.

9. Inttre AgreAJqtnt.

". Thitr.AV!'8QlIent e1l\b04i6~ the entire aqreellleht and- .
. Uft<1e~lJt..nd1rtg Of the part.l4!s and aupereedes any and ali' prior
aortle.en.ts·~.arrangeJIuants and underctllndlngs relative tlo' the
sUbject matter hereof. ThQre are no w8~antles, expr~s or
implied, ex~pt. as her.~n ~Xpressly aet. f01:th. No uehdment
and ~a va,!v.t: of aompliaqoe' \lith any provision or condition,..
her~f:. will··be effeotive unl.sc evidenoed'by an instrwaent"·ln.'. .···;r
.w£f.t:lilq-,·>,: .: ..... .' . . ". :;~~

10. JiUsUnga.

. .paraqraph' aaptionc' here1n are for oonvenienoe onl.Y and.
will not oonti':ol or affeo~ the lIleanin9. or construotion of· the
provisions' o~ 1:hls Agreellent.

11•.~•.
. . ,,::J;::.: '.': . .:.

. ' . ~~:S.tA9rG_ent:· sh.ll··~e qbverned. brahd construed lit
aaoo~al\oe ·with thG Ja.WB of the stau of Conneoticut.

12. 9$untOtR&n:ta And Erfagtiye .Date.

CJhll Aqrseaelit lIlay beslqned 1n oountet;part, all of which
toqel::.her· 'shall aonst:itut.o anG and thea samC! Lnstru.ent:. This
A9reollent. v1.11 beOQIlQ effective on the date tbat the ladt
sl'tlG4 cqunterpart is QUQuted.
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IN W!Tl'fESS WHERtiUf', the partl~s herGto have Qxecuted t:hig
Aqreemenb as of the dates written below:

.;/""

TWO IF BY SEA
BROAOCASTING CORPORAT!ON

B~f2L~
~

,.
Dated.

4
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HARTIN W. HOFFMAN,
TRUSTEE IN BANKRUP1.'CY···or
ASTROLINE COKMUNICATIOtlS
coMPANY LIMITED
PAR'rNERSKIP, DEBTOR

Dated:

i I'< ..\....


