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BY HAND DELIVERY
Mr. William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: MM Docket No. 97-107
RM-9023
Potts Camp and Saltillo. Mississippi

Dear Mr. Caton:

Transmitted herewith, on behalf of 01vie E. Sisk, licensee of Station WCNA(FM), Potts
Camp, Mississippi, are an original and four copies of his "Comments" in the above-referenced
proceeding to reallot Channel 240C3 from Potts Camp to Saltillo, Mississippi, and modify the
license ofWCNA(FM) to specify the new community.

Should any questions arise concerning this matter, please communicate with the
undersigned.

Very truly yours,

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.

~~Czo40tt
Counsel for Olvie E. Sisk J077
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BEFORE THE

~du~ral aIommunications aIommission
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations
Potts Camp and Saltillo, Mississippi

)
)
)
)
)
)

MMDOCKETNO.97-107
RM-9023

Directed to: Chief, Allocations Branch

COMMENTS

Olvie E. Sisk, licensee of Station WCNA(FM), which operates on Channel 240C3 at

Potts Camp, Mississippi, hereby respectfully submits his Comments with regard to the

Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule Making, DA 97-590, released March 28, 1997, which

proposed that the license for WCNA(FM) be modified to specify operation on Channel 240C3 at

Saltillo, Mississippi, in lieu of Potts Camp. With respect thereto, the following is submitted:

1. Mr. Sisk has proposed the reallotment of Channel 240C3 to Saltillo as that

community's first local broadcast transmission service. This proposed allotment is in full

compliance with the Commission's distance separation requirements. Saltillo is a growing and

thriving community in need of local service. In contrast, Potts Camp, which would lose its local

transmission service, is a community which has declined almost to the point of ceasing existence.

Indeed, if the Potts Camp allotment were to be proposed at the current time, it is highly unlikely

that Potts Camp would be found to have enough attributes of a community to be worthy of an

allotment. Moreover, Potts Camp will continue to receive city grade service from WCRV(AM),
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Collierville, Tennessee, and WWKZ(FM), New Albany, Mississippi. Potts Camp also will

receive service from 19 other radio stations. See, Technical Statement, attached hereto.

2. The population of Saltillo has increased by 259 percent over the past 25 years.

Between the 1970 and the 1990 U.S. Census, Saltillo's population increased from 836 to 1,782.

Since that time, the Mississippi Office of Research and Planning has conducted a study to

determine the population of Saltillo. In 1994, it reported that the population was 2,071. The

mayor of Saltillo estimates that since that time, the population has increased to over 3,000.

According to the mayor, between 1994 and the present, Saltillo has issued 387 building permits.

85 of those permits have been issued thus far in 1997. In contrast, the mayor of Potts Camp

reported that no building permits for new houses were issued in 1996 or thus far in 1997. The

only permit issued in 1996 or 1997 was one for a remodeling project.

3. As a result of Saltillo's growth, it has a new high school in the community.

Additionally, according to the office of the mayor of Saltillo, the community has four medical

doctors and approximately 100 businesses. Those businesses include supermarkets, drug stores,

building supply stores, recreational facilities, car dealers, service stations, convenience stores,

and fast food restaurants. Saltillo City Hall records show that seven new businesses have been

added thus far in 1997.

4. In sharp contrast, the population of Potts Camp has declined by approximately 18

percent since 1970. The community has fallen from a 1970 U.S. Census population of549 to a

current estimated population of only 450. The decline of Potts Camp is reflected in the lack of

businesses and services located in the community. According to the mayor of Potts Camp, the

town has no doctors based there but only one which visits once per week. Potts Camp has no
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dentists, no supermarkets, and no more than ten stores, all of which are old and run down. The

town has experienced further cut-backs in community services this year. The town's only

policeman now works part-time, and for six months the town had no police at all. Further the

city hall is now open only three hours per weekday, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The mayor's

position also is part-time, and the mayor has other employment outside of Potts Camp. Thus, it

is clear that Potts Camp has declined to the point that it is no longer deserving of community

status. It has become equally obvious that Potts Camp has neither the need for nor the ability to

support a local station. Since the time WCNA(FM) went on the air in October 1995, it has sold

no advertising whatsoever to anyone in Potts Camp or the immediate area. Because of the lack

of any substantial business activity, Potts Camp simply cannot support any advertising.

5. Furthermore, the reallotment of Channel 240C3 to Saltillo would result in a

preferential arrangement of allotments in that WCNA(FM) would be able to serve a vastly

greater number of people. Moreover, while both the gain area and loss area are well-served, the

people located in the gain area receive fewer radio services than those located in the loss area.

6. As set forth in the attached Technical Report, WCNA(FM) now serves 70,840

persons. The reallotment to Saltillo would allow the station to serve 127,076 persons, an

increase of 56,236 persons, or 79 percent. While 49,293 persons would lose their service from

WCNA(FM), 105,529 persons would gain new service from WCNA(FM). Thus, well over twice

as many persons would gain service as would lose service. Moreover, the entire area losing

service now receives coverage from at least 39 radio stations. No white or gray area would be

created by this proposal. Clearly, the loss area is well-served by other stations. The area gaining
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service now receives service from 27 other radio stations. While this area also is well-served, it

currently receives service from 12 fewer stations than does the loss area. Therefore, since

WCNA(FM) would be able to serve 79 percent more people, and since the number of persons

who would gain service is more than double the number of persons who would lose service, the

proposed reallotment to Saltillo would serve the public interest and result in a preferential

arrangement of allotments.

7. As reflected in the attached Engineering Statement attached to Sisk's "Petition for

Rule Making," the proposed reallotment to Saltillo is in compliance with the Commission's

distance separation requirements as set forth in Section 73.207 of the Commission's Rules.

Furthermore, from the reference site listed in the Engineering Statement, the station could cover

the entire community of Saltillo with the required city grade contour. The allotment of Channel

240C3 at Saltillo is mutually exclusive with the current allotment of the channel at Potts Camp,

as the proposed reference co-ordinates for Saltillo are only 38.78 kilometers from the licensed

site for WCNA(FM). The Commission's distance separation rules require a separation of at least

153 kilometers between co-channel Class C3 stations.

8. The Commission previously has reallotted channels from one community to another,

even when the first community would lose its only local full-time service, in situations in which

the first community had suffered a substantial decline in population and prosperity. Noalmark

Broadcastin~ COW., 50 R.R.2d 755 (1981). Further, the Commission has found that such a

reallotment when the first community would lose its only local transmission service would

nonetheless serve the public interest when a station located in the proposed new community

could serve a greater number of people, and when no timely filed expression of continuing
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interest in maintaining the allotment at the old community had been received. Woodville and

Liberty. Mississippi: Clayton and lena. Louisiana, DA 96-542, released April 23, 1996. In this

instance, as set forth above, Potts Camp has declined to the point that it no longer should be

considered a community for allotment purposes. Sisk has personally experienced as the licensee

ofWCNA(FM) that the community of Potts Camp does not and cannot support its own radio

station. Therefore, it can only be concluded that there is no interest in maintaining the allotment

there. Moreover, allotment to Saltillo would result in a preferential arrangement of allotments in

that 79 percent more people would receive service from WCNA(FM). Further, the persons

receiving new service from WCNA(FM) would outnumber the persons losing service from

WCNA(FM) by a more than two to one ratio. The entire proposed loss area currently is well

served, as it receives service from at least 39 radio stations. In addition, the growing and thriving

community of Saltillo would receive its first local broadcast transmission service.

9. If the proposed reallotment of Channel 240C3 to Saltillo is made as requested, Sisk

will promptly prepare and file an application for modification of his authorization to reflect the

new community. Upon grant ofthe construction permit, Sisk will expeditiously construct and

place into operation the new facilities for WCNA(FM).
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WHEREFORE, the premises considered, Sisk respectfully requests that Channel 240C3

be reallotted from Potts Camp to Saltillo, Mississippi, and that the license for WCNA(FM) be

modified to specify operation at Saltillo, Mississippi.

Respectfully submitted,

OLVIE E. SISK

By:
~lllK R. Jazzo
Anne Goodwin Crump

His Attorneys

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street
Eleventh Floor
Rosslyn, Virginia 22209
(703) 812-0400

May 19, 1997

agc/#93/cmnts.gs



TECHNICAL REPORT
FOR

SALTILLO, MISSISSIPPI

This engineering report is in response to Paragraph 3 of the Notice of

Proposed Rule Making, (RM-9023), MM Docket No. 97-107, adopted March

19, 1997 and released March 28, 1997.

WCNA is currently authorized to operate with 14,000 watts with an

antenna height of 133 meters above average terrain, which is equivalent to a full

Class C-3 Station. Its present 60 dbu contour encompasses an area of4817 .3

square kilometers which contains a population of 70,840 persons.

If this proposal is granted and WCNA is allowed to move to Saltillo,

MS, using the following reference coordinates which are the ones set forth in

the Rule Making (RM-9023), 34-33-39 NL and 88-40-59 WL it will encompass

an area of 4756.4 square kilometers which contains a population of 127,076

persons.

Since the site change would be 38.8 kilometers there would be a gain of

56,236 persons covered. This would be a gain of79 percent.

Exhibit 1 is the distance to the WCNA 60 dbu contour as it is presently

authorized. This exhibit contains all eight radials used in making the

calculations. The procedure the Commission outlines in 47 C.F.R. Section
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73.313 were followed in preparing the distance to the contour previously

mentioned.

Exhibit 2 is the distance to the WCNA 60 dbu contour from the above

reference coordinates as proposed. The procedure set forth in Section 73.313

was followed in making these calculations.

Exhibits 3 and 4 depict the existing and the proposed 60 dbu coverage

contours. These exhibits contain all of the services available to the coverage

areas. As can be seen from these exhibits the areas losing service receive

coverage from 21 FM stations and 18 AM stations, for a combined service of

39 stations. The gain area, as shown, receives a total of 13 FM stations and 14

AM stations, for a combined service of 27 stations. Some of the stations

involved in this study cover all of the present and proposed areas. Many of the

stations involved in this study serve both the gain and loss areas. A list of these

stations and their locations are set forth in Exhibits 5 and 6.

Exhibit 7 shows the coverage area as it now exists and the proposed

coverage area. The loss area is shown in green, the gain area in blue and the

common area in orange. All ofthe loss area receives a minimum of 39 services

and the gain area receives a minimum of 27 services. The loss area consist of

3244.3 square kilometers and the gain area 3183.4 square kilometers. This

proposal would grant a new service to 105,529 persons. In contrast ,49,293

persons would lose service. The common area between the proposed and

existing service areas contain 21,547 persons and 1573.0 square kilometers.

This population would neither gain nor lose service from this proposal. It



should also be pointed out that Potts Camp, Mississippi, receives 5.0 mv/m from

WCRV, Collierville, Tennessee, and a 70 dbu signal from WWKZ, New

Albany, Mississippi, plus service from 19 other radio stations.

This Technical Report was prepared by Olvie E. Sisk, whose

qualifications are a matter of record with the Federal Communications

Commission.

Olvie E. Sisk

May 12,1997



EXHIBIT 1

TERRAIN AND CONTOUR DATA
EXHIBIT 4

WCNA COVERAGE AREA

ERP = 14 kW
FM - 2-6 Tables

F(50-50)
Ave. Elev. Effective Distance to

Azimuth 3 to 16 km Antenna Height ERP 60 dBu Contour
Deg T. Meters AMSL Meters AAT (dBk) km

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
o 149.2 115.8 11.461 36.8

45 137.9 127.1 11.461 38.2

90 126.3 138.7 11.461 39.6

135 114.9 150.1 11.461 41.1

180 112.7 152.3 11.461 41.3

225 123.4 141.6 11.461 40.0

270 145.3 119.7 11.461 37.3

315 145.2 119.8 11.461 37.3

Ave. = 131.9 M 133.1 M

Antenna Radiation Center AMSL = 265.0 M

Geographic Coordinates:

North latitude: 34 35 51
West longitude: 89 06 12



TERRAIN AND CONTOUR DATA
EXHIBIT 4

PROPOSED COVERAGE AREA PAGE 2

ERP = 25 kW
FM - 2-6 Tables

EXHIBIT 2

Azimuth
Deg T.

Ave. Elev.
3 to 16 Jan
Meters AMSL

Effective
Antenna Height

Meters AAT

F(50-50)
Distance to

ERP 60 dBu Contour
(dBk) km

0 140.0 93.4 13.979 37.9

45 126.0 107.4 13.979 40.3

90 122.7 110.7 13.979 40.7

135 108.5 124.9 13.979 42.7

180 114.7 118.7 13.979 41.9

225 121.7 111.7 13.979 40.9

270 162.7 70.7 13.979 33.4

315 170.5 62.9 13.979 31.7

Ave. = 133.4 M 100.0 M

Antenna Radiation Center AMSL = 233.4 M

Geographic Coordinates:

North latitude: 34 33 39
West longitude: 88 40 59
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Saltillo EXHIBIT 5

FREQ ST CITY CALL
FORMAT ARN
LATITUDE LONGITUDE TWR

CL PWR ANT STAT DST:km mV!M
OWNER

RMS
--------------------------------------------------------

2C 50.0 ND LieD 131.4 0.50
+Willis Broadcasting Cor

15279.

TN MEMPHIS WXSS
BL841106AB

89-56-17 1

1030
BG

35-10-59

1060 MS TUPELO WWZD
BL860204AJ

34-14-18 88-41-50 2

2 1.0 DA LieD 31.8 0.50
Owner unknown

307.5

1110 MS HOLLY SPRIN WKRA
TK&!CW Unlisted

34-47-11 89-25-00 1

2 1.0 ND LieD 68.1 0.50
Billy R. Autry

341.1

1140 MS SENATOBIA WSAO
RL BL830531AG

34-36-56 89-56-09 1

2 5.0 ND LieD 109.7 0.50
Jesse & Ernestine Ross

1512.5

2B 10.0 DA LieD 119.4 0.50
Arlington Broadcasting C

1047.9

TN ARLINGTON WGSF
BL880408AC

89-38-21 4

1210
NX&

35-18-27

2 10.0 DA Cp D 128.7 0.50
Arlington Broadcasting C

917.8

TN BARTLETT WGSF
BP920127AC

89-49-50 4

1210
NX&

35-15-40

3 0.5 ND LieD 28.6 0.50
Keyboard Bestg Communiea

141. 6

WCSA
Unlisted

88-56-40 1

1260 MS RIPLEY
Z

34-43-15

3 1.0 ND LieD 58.9 0.50
Billy R. McLain

307.3

WVOM
Unlisted

88-11-34 1

1270 MS IUKA
CWs

34-47-34

1290 MS BATESVILLE WJBI
SG& BL811202AC

34-18-13 89-58-59 1

3 0.7 ND LicD 116.3 0.50
Superior Radio Group

263.8

3 5.0 ND LicD 43.6 0.50
+Air South Radio, Inc.

1447.9

WFTO
BL810504AA

88-24-26 1

1330 MS FULTON
CW

34-14-50

1350 MS CORINTH WKCU
RL BL890831AC

3 0.7 ND LicD 48.5 0.50
The Progressive Bcstg Co

Page 1



Saltillo EXHIBIT 5

34-54-51 88-30-42 1 255.7

1420 MS OXFORD WSUH
NX-TK& Unlisted

34-21-43 89-30-04 1

3 1.0 ND LieD 71.6 0.50
+San-Dow Bcstg, Inc.

317.0

3 1.0 ND LieD 57.3 0.50
Redmont Broadcasting Cor

284.8

AL RED BAY WRMG
Unlisted

88-08-11 1

1430
CW

34-24-51

1440 MS PONTOTOC WSEL
SG Unlisted

34-15-10 88-57-36 1

3 1.0 ND LieD 35.8 0.50
Ollie Collins, Jr.

428.0

1470 MS NEW ALBANY WNAU
AC!OL Unlisted

34-29-48 89-00-52 1

3 0.5 ND LieD 24.8 0.50
MPM Investment Group

157.7

4 1.0 ND LieU 29.9 0.50
+Charisma Communications

318.6

WTUP
Unlisted

88-41-46 1

1490 MS TUPELO
SX&

34-15-19

3 5.0 DA LicD 144.0 0.50
+Flinn Broadcasting

648.6

TN MEMPHIS WHBQ
BL870526AG

90-02-51 2

560
SX&

35-15-12

3 1.0 DA LicD 24.6 0.50
+San-Dow Bestg, Inc.

289.6

WELO
Unlisted

88-42-17 2

580 MS TUPELO
NX-TK&

34-18-10

3 5.0 DA LicD 137.7 0.50
+Radio Equity Partners

659.8

TN MEMPHIS WREC
Unlisted

90-00-31 2

600
TK

35-11-51

2B 50.0 ND LieD 117.8 0.50
+Bott Broadcasting Co.

15284.

TN COLLIERVILL WCRV
BL910906AC

89-53-58 1

640
RL

34-59-35

3 5.0 ND LieD 126.7 0.50
Ellis Communications

1930.8

TN MEMPHIS WMC
Unlisted

89-53-12 1

790
NX-TK

35-10-09

2 0.9 ND LieD 48.6 0.50
B. R. & Martha S. Clayto

288.1

WLRC
BL860902AH

88-52-44 1

850 MS WALNUT
RG/RL

34-56-46

Page 2



Saltillo EXHIBIT 5

2 50.0 DA LieD 63.9 0.50
WCPC Broadcasting Co.

2740.7

MS HOUSTON WCPC
BL781114AA

89-00-33 3

940
SG

33-56-00

96.1 0.503 5.0 ND LieD
Kate F. Fite

1584.9

AL HAMILTON WERH
Unlisted

87-59-29 1

970
CW&

34-07-01

Page 3



EXHIBIT 6

FREQ CHN ST CITY CALL CL ERP STAT DST:km dBu
FORMAT ARN OWNER
LATITUDE LONGITUDE HAAT:m AMSL:m
--------------------------------------------------------

...- .._..---

92.1 221 MS University WUMS
Album Progressi BPH960319IG
34-24-12 89-24-13 145 270

92.5 223 MS Baldwyn WESE
Black/Soul-Urba BMLH910410KD
34-26-32 88-41-11 103 215

A 2.9 Cp 11.5 60
Student Media Center of

A 2.7 App 66.7 60
Tupelo Broadcasting Corp

92.7 224 MS Holly Sprin WKRAFM A 3.0 Lie 54.0 60
Soft Urban Cont BLH7097 Ralph H. Doxey
34-47-11 89-25-00 91 245

93.3 227 MS Houston WSYE
Oldies BLH901017KB
33-45-06 88-52-40 550 636

93.7 229 MS Oxford WQLJ
Adult Contempor BLH931019KA
34-20-05 89-43-29 100 201

C 100 Lic 77.1 60
WCPC Broadcasting Compan

C3 25.0 Lie 30.9 60
Oxford Radio, Inc.

94.1 231 TN Germantown WOGYFM C2 50.0 LieD 87.8 60
Country BLH921112KB River City License Partn
34-59-22 89-51-45 144 244

94.3 232 MS Corinth WXRZ
Adult Contempor BLH940614KC
34-54-51 88-30-42 91 236

94.5 233 MS Bruce WCMR
Country BLH941205KD
34-04-24 89-13-11 116 229

95.3 237 MS Corinth WADI
Country BMLH891212KD
34-55-45 88-25-17 64 214

95.5 238 MS Oxford WOXD
Oldies BLH881025KB
34-18-10 89-31-25 100 222

A 6.0 Lie 105.6 60
The Progressive Broadcas

A 4.5 Lie 29.7 60
Russell A. Humphrey & Ro

A 4.2 Lie 113.1 60
Joe Taylor Jobe

A 3.0 Lie 12.2 60
Amber Communications Cor

95.9 240 MS Potts Camp WCNA C3 14.0 Lie 42.3 60
Country BLH951011KF Olvie E. Sisk
34-35-51 89-06-12 133 265

Page 1



EXHIBIT 6

95.9 240 MS SALTILLO NEW C3 25.0 App 71.2 60
Gold Based AC OLVIE E. SISK
34-33-39 88-40-59 100 235

96.7 244 MS Pontotoc
Black Gospel BLH3172
34-15-10 88-57-36 91

WSELFM A 3.0 Lic
WSEL AM/FM

206

40.1 60

97.5 248 MS Oxford WWMS
Country BLH850712KC
34-10-05 89-09-23 299 422

C1 100 Lic 26.1 60
San-Dow Broadcasting, In

98.1 251 TN Millington WSRRFM C1 100 Lie 105.5 60
Classic Rock BLH950302KA KOOL Broadcasting, Inc.
35-10-28 89-50-41 234 320

98.5 253 MS Tupelo WZLQ
Country BPH930812IB
34-10-05 89-09-23 299 421

C1 100 Cp 26.1 60
San Dow Broadcasting

99.3 257 MS Booneville WBIPFM A 6.0 Lie 83.8 60
Southern Gospel BLH911125KA Radio Station WBIP
34-38-21 88-34-33 91 227

99.7 259 TN Memphis WMCFM
Hot AC BMLH870507KC
35-10-09 89-53-12 277 362

100.5 263 MS Batesville WBLE
Country BLH890828KD
34-22-44 89-45-57 150 244

101.9 270 MS Fulton WFTA
Adult Contempor BLH870707KC
34-15-46 88-32-24 146 247

102.3 272 MS Ripley WKZU
Country BPH960408IC
34-42-05 88-50-36 84 245

C 300 Lic 106.6 60
ELCOM of Memphis, Inc.

C2 50.0 Lie 35.5 60
Batesville Broadcasting

C2 50.0 Lic 78.5 60
Itawamba County B/Castin

A 3.8 App 67.2 60
Holliday Creations, Inc.

102.7 274 TN Memphis WEGR C1 100 Lic 105.8 60
Album Rock BLH3596 S.E. Licensee G.P.
35-10-52 89-49-56 274 362

103.5 278 MS New Albany WWKZ C 100 Lic 47.9 60
Contemporary Hi BLH880307KE Broadcasters & Publisher
34-23-52 88-53-03 306 429

Page 2



104.5 283 TN Memphis
Adult Contempor BLH6379
35-09-17 89-49-20 229

EXHIBIT 6

WRVRFM C1 100 Lie 102.7 60
River City License Partn

322

104.9 285 MS Iuka WFXO
Country BLH900827KB
34-46-35 88-23-40 135 290

105.9 290 TN Memphis WGKX
Country BLH891221KC
35-09-17 89-49-20 303 393

C250.0 Lie 105.7 60
Segars Communications In

C 100 Lie 102.7 60
Kix Broadcasting, Inc.

106.7 294 MS New Albany WWZDFM C2 28.0 Lie 49.6 60
Country BLH890925KF Tupelo Broadcasting Corp
34-29-06 88-54-02 200 333

107.3 297 AL Florence WQLT
Gold Based AC BLH870813KD
34-40-24 87-42-56 305 490

C 100 Lie 159.4 60
Big River Broadcasting C

Page 3
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