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Selected Fatality Rates

1992 1993 1994 1995
Total Job Related Deaths 6,217 6,331 6,632 6,210
Total Job-Related Homicides 1,044 1,074 1,080 1,024
Total Job-Related Accidental Deaths 5,173 5,257 5,552 5,186
Total Emplovment (000) 119,583 120,791 124,469 126,248
National Fatalitv Rate (per 100,000 emplovees) 5.2 5.24 5.32 4.92

Taxi Driver Deaths 106 113 113 99
Taxi Driver Homicides 87 97 87 70

Taxi Driver Accidental Deaths 19 16 26 29
Taxi Employment (000) 214 225 241 213

Taxi Driver Fatality Rate 49.5 50.2 46.9 46.5

Petroleum Deaths 82 94 99 77
Petroleum Homicides 0 0 0 0

Petroleum Accidental Deaths 82 94 99 77
Petroleum Emplovment (000) 365 371 387 336

Petroleum Fatalltv Rate 22.5 25.3 25.6 22.9

(1 ) Electric Power Line Installer/Repairer Deaths 37 42 35 34
Electric Power Line Installer/Repairer Homicides 0 0 0 0

Electric Power Installer/Repairer Accidental Deaths 37 42 35 34
Electric Power Installer/Repairer Emplovment (000) 109 110 116 116
Electric Power Line Installer/Repairer Fatalltv Rate 33.9 38.2 30.2 29.3

(2) Railroad Emplovee Deaths 27 42 30 35
Railroad Emplovee Homicides 0 0 0 0

Railroad Emplovee Accidental Deaths 27 42 30 35
Railroad Emplovment (000) 229 237 238 239

Railroad Fatalltv Rate 11.8 17.7 12.6 14.6

1(1) Note that the number of deaths by electrocution as a result of contact with overhead power lines is much hioher (e.o., 140 in 19 2,
115 in 1993,132 in 1994, and 139 in 1995). However, most of the fatalities are workers, other than public utilitv workers, whose eQuipment
accidentally came in contact with overhead power lines. I I I I

I I I I
(2) Railroad employee deaths do not include fatalities (1,000 - 1,200 each year) that are attributed to railroad-highway grade cro~ sing
accidents, non-railroad employees and trespassers killed in railroad yards, and on other railroad properties (tracks, etc.).

I I I I
SOURCES: Fatal Occupational Injuries by Industry, Event, or Exposure (1993-95 and Fatal Occupational
Injuries by Selected Occupation. with Employment, Rate. and Relative Standard Error (1993-95).
Published bv U.S. DeDartment of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics - Census of Fatal OccuDatlonal Indust les
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You get one, work all those
hours to try to feed your family,
then something like this hap­
pens. It's a real shame."

Several cab drivers, many of
whom are immigrants, have I

been shot on the job over the
last two months.

The victims include:
• Livery driver Wilkens Soto,
23, was fatally shot in the head
in the South Bronx on Jan. 16.
Soto, found slumped in the
front seat of his Lincoln Town
Car, lett a widow who is preg­
nant with their first child.
• Three days earlier, Juwei
Chang, a 65-year-old medal­
lion cab driver, was shot dead
while sitting in his car at one
of his regular rest stops on
Manhattan's East Side. Chang,
who moved to New York from
Taiwan 30 years ago, left a
widow and 12-year-old step­
son.
• On New Year's Eve, Sene­
galese cabby Aile Mbaye was
working the night shift for the
Harlem Cab Co. when 19-year-·
old passenger Frederick If.,,•..•

Washington allegedly killed ,
him with a single bullet to the f
head. Mbaye had 13 children, f'
and worked to support family
here and back in Africa.
• Queens livery driver Jose j

Avecillas, 49, was robbed of '
$100 and shot in the ear by
passengers on Manhattan's
upper West Side on Dec. 16.
The father offour survived.

An1lDm with infonnation re­
garding the Francois shooting
should call the 77th Precinct
robbery Unit at (718) 735.{J602,
All calls will beconfi~~

BQ
11 ••• -'.-, - .466......

Daily News Staff Writer

A livery cab driver was.shot
in the h_~ - then robbed of
$1~early yesterday in
Crown Heights,

Joseph Francois, 34, was
rushed to Kings County Hospi­
tal, where he was listed in crit­
ical condition,

Francois - a Haitian immi­
grant who has lived here with
his family about four years ­
was cruising the streets for a
fare yesterday at 1:35 a.m.
when a woman flagged him
down at Kingston Ave. and
Dean St., police said.

As he pulled over to pick her
up, two men suddenly ap­
peared and piled into the car
instead of the woman. Police
said that when the cabby re­
fused to take them where they
demanded to go, one ofthe men
fired a single shot into his
head. They then grabbed the
money from Francois and fled.

Detectives from the 77th
Precinct were investigating
the shooting yesterday.

N;eighbors described Fran­
cois as a quiet, hardworking
family man who doesn't scr
cialize much. He lives on the
second floor of a red brick
rowhouse in East Flathush, on
a block populated mostly by
Caribbean immigrants, with
his wife and children. Neigh­
bors say the Francoises have
four kids.

"He works hard, takes care of
his kids and doesn't cause trou­
ble for nobody," said neighbor
Lloyd Hylton, 38. "It's hard
enough to get a_iob out here.

_1

Ihotcabby
in battle
for his life
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isiain dri~iI
had just ~:
beguIl_ job}iOd~ .

-' I --l <' .,.,~.," , .::; . .' '~1li~'

~His first night as a taxi ',~;

driver, the Riverside man' ~~.
was shot to death.:~;w2'...0.
By Usa O'Neill . 'ofI:
The Press-Enterprise.tti '

Frank Charles Hardt's first nigbt~,jjOi
Yellow Cab ~ver turned out to be his . .:.

Found shot to d~_atlr Iii his ca'b wttIi. .
lights on, engine running and""d'OO'"rs . '.'
the 54-year-old Riversijle man was killed.
before he could finish his inauguralshift...
a cabbie, police said. , ,.~;.

Authorities found Hardt's bodyalMide. ~.
cab on North Twill Avenue in San ':'
dino about 1:45 ~.m. -Sunday. San. '."';',
no police Detective Steve,Filsonsaid~"
had bee,n inside his cab about three hOYl!,c'",.' ,
before he was found. '~~.

Carolyn Bryan, manager of the~
wood Mobile Home Park in Rivendde
Where Hardt had liVed slnce Feb. 16 1".....
she worried about Hardt ever since h~' .'. '.
he:" he was going to take a job as a . ,
dnver. -" '. ,~'j

."M,~ stomach turned right over,"'~
S81d. The thought went through my~ "j
for crying out lOUd, don't get shot'~'"'. ;'..'.About 7:30 a.m. Sunday, Bryan ! .
two detectives at her door who told Ii'
that Hardt had been killed. ':.r: '.~

."He was a very llkabl.e.· gentleman,~.'.·.'.lloo<r~.•
fnendly," she said." ~ ~~tl

Hardt. who lived with a pair of "'1
named Peg and Foxie, belonged to.. 'I
motorcycle riders club and had liVed bi '~
Riverside mobile ho~ park for 0 ' 4
month. He had previous addresgeS ' ,
Corona and Moreno Valley, pollce "'j
:~ had family in Washington and W';{ j

No suspects have been ident11led, Ii !

Filson said Hardt had received a can ~"'!

someone in the northwest area of Riv, , "H
side who needed a ride to San Be " ~,

"The last the cab company knew, be ., .' j
en route to another location," Filson ' '-',.:

The detective declined to release ~.. I
ther details in the case, induding wheth~ :
robbery appeared to be a motive. But~..
said there was no indication that Hardt :
knew his assailant ,:," ',..'Bob Chatln, general manager of Yell~,
Cab, declined to comment. l'itlna th....~11___, ..
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killed. And that's sad."
Standing 8 few hundred yards

from where Hobinson was slain, 1\

fellow jitney driver, Mary Davis.
said she spoke with Robinson on
Wednesday.

"We both knew it's dangerous.
but we got to make a living," said
Davis, a Sure-Way Livery driver
for seven vears.

Ballisti~ tests will be done on
bullets recovered at both sill'S to
determine if the same handgun
was used, Cline said.

He said it appeared both dx.iv,~·s

had been robbed. Thev were shot
in the head, apparently hy a gun·
man in the rear seat, Cline said.

Eherhllfdt's cab did not have a
hullet proof "hield. jlo!ire "aid.

tioned in the slaying of Robinson,
who WaR killed a hlock from his
home, Cline said.

A police spokesman lal('\' said
several people were being CJues­
tioned.

Meanwhile, a coalition of com­
munity groups and churches held a
vigil at Division and Menard to
demand increased police protec­
tion and government help for the
Austin neighborhood.

"We have known for some time
that this area wm; full of drug
activity," said Leola Spann. presi.
dent of the Nort hwest Auslin Cmm­
cit "You think it's on Ihe commer·
cial strip, but it filtt,l's down into til('
community. Th"n people who an'
trying to make a living arl,' I!l'ttilll'

" -' .... '!T,,:J,-g'~~I'""i~tj";r:~ -~,i,$'1It. ,'; ~. ~. ',,~ '.
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Artis Robinson Josef Eberhardt
Cabbies killed in apparent robberies

Thmsday after a witness said he
wns one of two men the witness
saw fleeing (rom Eberhardt's cab
in t he 1:'00 hlock of North Waller
ahout B::l!i p.m. Wednesday.

The suspect also was heing CjlteS-
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By PIIII,UP J. O'CONNOR
AND EUNfo;ST TUCKER
STAn' ({EPORTERS L

Detectives questioned a man
Thursday in the West Side
slhyings of two cabdrivers who
were shot in the ffid-witfiin two
blbcks of each other and four hours
aISart in apparent robberies.

Slain were Josef Eberhardt, 46.
o( the 6700 block of West 87th
Street, Oak Lawn, an American
United cabdriver and a father of
two, and Artis Robinson, 57, of the
1100 block of North Menard. a
part-time driver for Sure-Way Liv­
ery and a father of five.

Area fj Detective Cmdl'. Philip
Cline said the suspect was Ilrresfed
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I Man chargedln'-"It,;, ',':':
on W. ~"'bla cab driver
• A 34'irL~d man was '
charged Sunday'~i~h !,_~saultillg. _
a cab driver behind the W~SL ...
CoriJmbia Police Department's
headquarters.

Mark Gulbis, who lives on
Carrolton Drive in West Colum­
bia, became angry while riding
in a cab, Police Chief Dennis
Tyndall said. He did not know
what caused the outburst, but he

, said Gulbis was "highly intoxi.
cated,"

Tyndall did not know the
name of the driver, who works...
for the Gamecock Cab Co.

The driver radioed a cab
company dispatcher for help.
Tyndall said. The dispatcher
called police at 12:39 a.m.

A police officer found Gulbis '
had the driver in a chokO,bold ~~.,

inside theca,b",,Tyn~,dal,l.d.GU,l,-bIB wascJwged witb ' '" ,
.\~'fl~,','; "~' ,', "':

."11ieYclCfiiif,,
',Augusta Street be~" ....
headquarters on cent.

be robber got back in the taxi and
drove farther into the cemetery. Van
Patten then wWked to C~Y8, a
nearby bar at 98 McClellan St., and

, called poli<.-e who arrived at the bar at
3:45a.m.

Van Patten's injuries were minor,
and he was treated at St. Clare's
Hospital and released. The aban­
doned cab was found later in the
morning in the cemetery, Mulligan
said.

Police described the alleged at­
tacker as between 5-foot-8 and 5-foot­
10; iriches tall, andw~ a ligh~
brown orgreenjacket. ..... "

Cab Co. driver William Van Patten:
Van Patten, 53, picked up his

assailant at a HP.8S gas station on
Brandywine Avenue shortly after 3
a.m. and pulled into the cemetery a
few blocks away on his passengers
demand. The man put a knife to Van
Patten's throat and demanded mon­
ey.

Van Patten grabbed the knife with!
one hand and the microphone for the
cab's two-way radio with his other
hand and radioed for help. At the
same time, he hit the acrelerator.

After the cab hit the curb, both
men jumped out of the car. A strug­
gle for the knife ensued.,Van r~tten

recovered the weapon;but thewould.,
_.----.........~'"- ._.
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• Schenectady driver
suffers minor stab
wound after tussle with
passenger
8Y~(AI(ES
Staff writer

SCHENECTADY - City police
said Saturday they are looking for a
man in his mid-to-Iate 208 after a
botched taxi robbery stranded~
bie in V8leCemeteIy.jufl'ering from
minor stab wounds.
, Detective I>oQgbLs,Mulligan gave
this acoountoftliijfpWrriight incident
basedon'~tothe
Jl!>~ee bi~tHe:~~' "'and White
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died at the scene: an open field
near a Sisters of the Hol~ Family
convent in the 6900 block of Chef
Menteur Highway.

Police said they were working
some leads, but as of Thursday
evening had not identified a sus­
pect.

At the cab stands, curb sides
and coffee shops where they con­
gregate, shaken drivers Thursday
spoke of Marchand with affection

See CABBIE, A-lO,n

tim of a holdup, pleading for hi1
life. .

It almost worked.
The dispatcher knew Mar

chand was headed somewhere 0

America Str:eet in eastern Ne
Orleans and spread the word.

Police and a posse of drivers
converged on the area, but too
late.

Marchand, 41, wns found shot
in the head about 12::JO a.m. and

Killer escapes as drivers luourn
" YItf) FBONTPAGE

ByJOANTREAPWAY
Staff writer

Alvin Marchand kept his wits
about him and his cab radio on.

A United Cab dispatcher then)'
was able to eavesdrop early
Thursday on one of the more
chilling radio conversations ever
to' crackle across the New Or­
leans night: a brother cabbie, vic-

~ 1M~ S. - ()1 c·AY fA IJ£ \ tJC uJ 0~ I- £AiJ5 ~ tl~ IL- /1 1 / C;? 7
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Cabbie's final moments
heard by dispatcher
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A memorial wreath In memory of United Cab driver Alvin
Marchand, 41, hangs above a door at the Polymnia Street cab
headquart.... 1l1ursday. STAFF PHOTO BY JENNIFER ZDON
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t;abbie:
Death
shocks
fearful
drivers
FrC)m Page 1

tnd of their work with fear.

Around United's Polymnia
Street headquarters, Marchand
was known by two nicknames:
"Captain Smurf," because he wal'\
short and bald like the cartoon
character, and "Steroid," because
he worked out a lot at the Elm­
wood Fitness Center.

He also was known for his gen­
erosity of spirit. He was "some­
one who would give you the shirt
off his back,''' according to a fel­
low driver who had known Mar-

A graduate of Hahnville High
School who attended Louisiana
State University, Marchand had
worked at Ray Brandt Nissan for
several years before joining
United in 1989. He worked sec­
ond jobs at Boomtown Casino in
Gretna and Jubilee Casino in
Waveland, Miss.

He was single, had a boxer dog
named Bosco and lived in a Met­
airie apartment, said Marchand's
friend, a fellow cab driver, who
asked that his Dame not be pub­
lished.

The two of them were in the
I habit of getting together for cof­

fee in the French Quarter in the
early morning.

It was with a sense of mount­
ing dread that the friend, shortly
after starting his shift early
Thursday, overheard the dis­
patcher talking on the radio
about a terrible development a
couple of hours earlier.

Hearing Marchand's name, he
picked up his radio and de­
manded details from the dis­
patcher: "I asked, 'What
happened?' He said, 'He got
killed.' "

It was not the friend's first ex·
perience of the link betweell
death and cab driving.

For a while he had worked
nights as a dispatcher, until the
time he dispatched a driver to his
death.

"I sent him to Hollygrove
Street and about two hours later,
the police called and told me they
had found him ~hot, half in and
half out of his cab," he said. He
said he realize~ that there is no
way a dispatchEtr can foresee such
tragedies, "butl how can you not
feel bad?"

Patrick Murphy, assistant
manager of United, said about
seven United cab drivers had
been shot to death while working
in the past three years. For pro­
tection, some carry guns while
others have instnlled bullet-proof
plnstic shields between the front
and hack sen(s 0" their taxis, he
said.

Mario Greco, 57, of New Or­
leans, who has been a United
driver for more than 30 years,
said he has both a gun and a
shield. He knew Marchand as "a
good man and a good driver who
loved his work." 'He didn't know
if Marchand caJried a gun, but
his cab had no sreld, Greco said.

Of course neIther measure if!
foolproof. A cu~tomer can always
attack from th~ side or front win­
dows, said Greco, whose daugh­
ter, 35, also dri~es for United.

Greco said his daughter likes
the job as much as he does but

, did not deny he worries about her
safety.

He offers her tips, born of his
long experience: "If a customer
looks bad, don't pick him up."
One way of judging, he said, "is if
someone walks like he's nervous
- he's no good."

But even the shrewdest people­
reading skills may be no match
for the violence that lurks in the
night: "We're not safe," Greco
said. "We do the best we can."
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By WALT PHILBIN
Staff writer

Two New Orleans teen-agers
were arrested Tuesday and ac.
cused of robbing a United cab­
driver, then firing five bullets
into the back of his head.

Rondell Allen, 18, 1229 Lesseps
St., and Wilbert Coleman, 17,
4300 America St., were picked up
early Tuesday as they walked in
the 1100 block of Lesseps.

They were booked with first­
degree murder in the death of
United Cab driver Alvin Mar­
chand. -

Marchand, 41, was found shot
in the head Thursday about 12:30
a.m. in a field near the Sisters of
the Holy Family convenFin' the
6900 block of Chef Menteur
Highway. His cab was found a
short distance away at America
and Warfield streets. I~ ( udl tI

':. t')'~','~f.,"i\,<4'li.J,i;,.~,~;!AvhirfL
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!YPolice said Marchand was dis­
patched to Allen's home, where
he picked up both teen-agers
shortly before the slaying. The
two said they wanted to go to an
address on America Street, police
said.

When they approached their
destination, the teen-agers de­
manded Marchand's money at
gunpoint and ordered him to pull
over at America and Warfield,
less than a block from Coleman's
grandmother's home.

Marchand, switching on his
two-way radio with a foot pedal
he had installed, was able to tell
the United dispatcher he was
being robbed, officers said.

"We don't know whether they
heard him telling his dispatcher
he was being robbed and that's
why they killed him or what," an
officer said.

Allen and Coleman marched
the cabdriver through a hole in a
fence and about 25 feet into the
field. Then they shot him ,five
times in the head, officers said.

Detectives got a tip early on
implicating Allen. With confirma­
tion that the cabdriver's last fare
was picked up at Allen's address,
they felt they had their man, offi­
cers said..

Police said they didn't have
enough evidence to arrest Allen'
until they identified Coleman as
an accomplice in the robbery. Co­
leman gave a statement Monday
night implicating Allen as the
triggerman, police sources said.

Coleman until recently lived
with his grandmother, Bertha
Mackey, near where the cabdriver
was killed, police said. Mackey
said Coleman moved in with
Allen about a month ago.

Marchand's brother-in-law,
Bill Caldwell, said "a quick arrest
like this by New Orleans police
has brought us relief and will help
the wound healing process for the
family."

Patrick Murphy, assistant
manager for United Cab, also
praised police, saying he is glad
"the men who did this are off the
street, not able to sJtoot other
cabdrivers in the h~."

Allen had been wanted on' iiif"
attempted carjacking charge sill't::~i'
August. In addition to th'at'
charge, he was booked with f~ii;
counts of aggravated assault, 'bne'
count of simple battery and crl.'tnY: '
inal damage.'c"'"

He is accused of flagging d~
a vehicle Aug. 29 at Dwyer Bo:Ule:r­
vard and Mayo Road. When' t~8'
driver refused to surrender 'b~~
keys, Allen pointed a gun at'li>er
two children, she told police. ~The
woman was able to escape ,;ith
the children and later showed poi'
lice where Allen lived. >JV il

A warrant was issued, 1iti~~
Allen could not be found, officm
said.!

Mackey said she and Cdl~l~
man's other grandmother railted'
him. I l

"He may have had feelings tllat
, his parents had abandoned hiPlt!­
Mackey said, "but his oiliM"
grandmother and I were takiti,,"
care of him." ..'loi l

She said Coleman had miAbr
brushes with the law overr*~ t
years, hc;>w~v~.", "lie.,iust,' ~,b,.~
want, to listen, ..;sheL~'ci,~;;~ ;:iii,. :
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left: to die
center, said the victim h;ld driven cahs in the ;lITn for
nearly 21! years and was well-liked by his colleagues.

"I Ie was a veteran driver, very knowledgable about
what was going on out there," he said. "Ill' generally
worked the night ~hift."

The driver picked up ,\ fare ;11 Thl' Onillil restaurant
and lounge on Nnrth Division sllmtly bdme he lIas
killed. Anstine said.

Oien said detectives intcl\iewed Onion emplovees bUI
got no lends.

;\nsline described the murder as ,In anomalv.

"I\e worked in the taxi bnsiness her,' fm 30 veal's. and
this is only the seCl1nd fatality." he said. .

Driver Bruce Orchard was shot deill! in ,I vaclnl 101 ill
Ih,' Spokanc Valky on rv1:ty I, II)!).\. The kilkr then sellh,'
taxi on fire.

Jerome Honton was later sentenced to life in prison
after being Cl1nvieted or the munlcr.
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men running
from the scene,
Lt. Jerry Oien
said.

The men were
all about 18 and
wearing "long
athletic-type
Jackets," Oien
said. '

Police did not
identify the vic­
tim Friday. say­
ing his relatives
had not heen no·
tified.

An autopsy is ~ehedlJlcd for Monday.

Iloward Anstine, manager of Spokane's taxi dispatch
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By Adam Lynn
..... Staffwriter

A_S'pokanetill\i..d(i~!...);Yilli..&mtand leftlQilic in his cab.
on the city's North Side, police said Friday. The killer is
on the loose.

The 47-year-old man was killed late Thursday near the
intersection of Standard and Hill 'N' Dale during an
apparent robbery, police said.

A nearby resident called police about 1\:45 p.m. after
hearing gunshots.

Officers found the driver dead, slumped inside hisLilaa
~ity cab,],aid Dick Cottam, police spokesman.

A witness told police she saw two or three young white
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Taxi thief.still busy, takes his ..~..
*TUCSON":1 '1\'&on's taxi thief struck iour'

days, stealing his 10th cab smceJan. 17. J .:::t
The knife-wielding bandit stole two cabs':

11:30 p.m., and two yesterday, at 5:40 a.m:.:",
. ranging from North Oracle Road and West
Mary's Road, according to Tucson Police De

In each robbery, small amounts of money~
who were then forced out of their cabs at·
cabs were recovered short distances awaY frO

"We're going to catch his guy sooner 0(..
nals, he will continue to do this thinking he;:

.' will be caught, real soon," Tucson Police Sgt..:
. robbery arson detail, said yesterday. .':

The robber is described as an Anglo or'
35 years old, about 5 feet lO"inches tall,"with"·

Police believe the taxi robber may be a drUj~,~,
hishabit... '.

"'.~~'~~"i'

As the Yellow Cab approached ScM.'."'''''Avenue and West Alameda Street, near_ .' '.J. •

ton Street and South Grande Avenue,: .­
knife to the driver's throat and told himliCftXl

The robber told the driver to get out"""'•.
The cab-jacker is described as~

about 30 years old, with dark brown 0t:b~
is about 5 foot 7 inches tall and weighs,.~"
pounds. The man may have worn a gray suit "~

The first cab-jacking occurred Sunday at~;~"" .. , '" '
when a Yellow Cab driver picked up a man.at the I
downtown Greyhound bus station and drove~hirii. to , ..... :
North Ninth Avenue and East Fourth Street,po~r :
said. . .:~ "i:i4Uij>t· i

Once there, the man put a long knife to the~$ ". (I
throat and demanded money, police said. "\"'. ~.:}l::':i· '?L' h

The robber became angry because the driver .bad' " .;
little cash and took the cab, the report stated. j-"·""",,t \

The second cab-jacking occurred about 7.:~ ..&.J11.. >. h
Sunday, when an Allstate Cab driver picked Up "man ! ~

near the 1000 block of West Congress Street-The maIl I
implied he had a knife and forced the driver out ofthe
cab, the reportstated.',.,. .

The robber also took a gun carried by the Allstirte
cabby, the report stated.' ' .....' A~'.~ii .

With the possibility the robber has a handguD;cab
drivers need to be extra cautious, Baker said..~;;~;.:.;;.

Baker said his cab drivers are consideredindepen':
dent contractors and are not advised to keep a'pin
the car. But he said drivers are not frisked, and their
cabs are not searched. .

Baker said drivers are told to refuse any customer
they suspect has a weapon. . .'

Anyone with information in the robberies ~~edi
to call 911 or 88-CRIME. '..J

_'1_
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4 drivers
robbed,
cabs taken,,4 .........

-r{ '-1J
• All incidents have happened since
Sunday, and police suspect one
man is the culprit.
By JOSEPH BARRIOS
Citizen Staff Writer

--

Police are looking for a man suspected of robbing
four .:rucson cab drivers since Sunday and driving
away with their taxis.

The cab-jacker might be armed with a handgun
taken from one of his victims, police warned.

Russell Charlton, a Tucson police officer said de­
tectives think the same man committed the ~bberies.

"It's either him, or somebody with the same idea in
mind," Charlton said yesterday.

In each instance, the robber pretended to be a cus­
tomer and threatened the drivers with a knife once in­
side their cB;bs, police said. He demanded money, or­
dered the dnvers out and drove away in the cabs.

None of the drivers has been injured.
Two Yellow Cab Co. cabs, an Allstate Cab Co. Inc.

taxi and a cab from an unidentified company have
been stolen since Sunday, a police report stated

Each cab was found abandoned the same day it was
taken. No information was available on where the cabs
were found.

David Baker, a manager with Courier Cab Co. ad-
vised cabbies to remain calm. '

"I ~ally think that the conunon thre¥d is that all
the dnvers have been cooperative with the thief."
Baker said. '

"Think about cooperating with the thief," he said. I
"Try to ID the:jndividual and protect your own 'Sife- .. ~
ty.u· . ... '_,~~~)~.~__;,.' .~~

. Charlton urged cab drivers to be especially careful.
m'~those·early·morning hours," but' added. "1 don't
think they'd find it (that advice) very helpful.

"When yo~'z:ea cab driver, your job is to pick up to­
tal strangers m strangeplaces."·

~ A cab was stolen at 7:23 a.m. Monday from an un-
identified company's driver ,!"ho picked up a man
along West Congress Street and drove him to East
Lester Street and North Fremont Avenue where he
pulled a knife and took the driver's wallet ~d the cab
police said. '

Also, a Yellow Cab was stolen at 2:24 p.m. Monday
- when the driver picked up a man near East Broadway

and South Cherry Avenue.
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, , It doesn't change
my mind about driv­
ing a cab. I just
think I was in the
wrong place at the
wrong time."

Bill Mills
LV cabdriver

Shranko is familiar with the
i~~a of pu~ting glass or mesh par­
titions InSIde the cabs to increase
safety. But drivers don't want the
partitions, he said.

"They don't want their fun tak­
en away. They don't want visitors
to Las Vegas to feel unwelcome
and if you have partitions in th~
cab you feel that you are held
hostage," Shranko said.

Cages or mesh are used in oth­
er cities, such as New York and
Chicago, and are safety methods
generally supported by Las Ve­
gas police, Spinosa said.
• Spinosa said the best defense
is to give robbers whatever they
want. Shranko said that's his
company's policy.

For Mills, that wasn't enough,
but he said he is trying not to
dwell on the incident by replay­
ing it in his head.

"1 know it was only seconds
but it seemed like 15 minute!
and now everything is hind
sight," Mills said. "I have a lot 0

healing to do and 1 am just tryin
to recover."
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Attack
rattles
cabbies

t-ll L1' :J ,. ...)

o A taxi driver survives a
near-fatal assault when he
'hits the gas' and rams .
his vehicle into a light pole.
By Tanya Flanagan
Review-Journal

In a town that never sleeps, the
most dangerous after-hours job can be
driving a taxi.

Bill Mills made that discovery about
2, a.m. Tuesday when he was nearly
kin~d by a customer he picked up at a
Stnp hotel.
Wi~hin mi~lUtes of starting Tuesday

mormng's tnp, a knife-wielding bandit
was cutting the 54-year-old's hands
stabbing him in the chest and slashing
his face.

The assailant demanded his wallet
while holding the knife to his throat
Mills r~called Thursday, only hours af:
ter bemg released from Universitv
Medic~l Center after receiving numel:­
ous stitches.

"As I reached for the wallet I hit the
gas and rammed into a light pole" in
the 4300 block of Koval Lane near the
Strip, Mills said.

:'1 believe 1 saved my life," Mills
saId. .

.He said doctors inserted a tube into
his l.ung to keep it from collapsing.
. HiS attacker ran from the cab after
It slammed into the pole. He remained
at large .Thursday evening, said Lt.
~arry Spmosa of the Metropolitan Po­
lIce Department Robbery Division.

.The attack has cabdrivers with the
rune local companies shaken and con­
cerned for their safety.

ePlease see TAXI/6B

-_.~"'._--

.Tal:i "",r-.-----------

Fro"m 1B b
A Whittlesea Blue Cab compa­

ny driver, who asked not to be
identified, said the two-way radi­
os and hazard alert devices in­
side, taxis work, but surveillance
cameras in cars could be more
helpful.

From August to December, 43
cab~vers were robbed in the
Las Vegas area, Spinosa said. An
estimated 107 incidents were re­
corded last year, he said.

E]tact numbers were only
aVallable for the four-month peri­
od, Spinosa said.

A,ll but two of these robberies
occurred at night, and 23 percent
resulted in injury to the cabdriv­
er; 'Spinosa said.

Safety is a concern, Mills said
but.his bout with death has not
made him want to give up his
job.

"It doesn't change my mind
about driving a cab. I just think 1
was in the wrong place at the
wrong time," Mills said. "1 could
say I could have did this or did
that, but if a guy is angry he is
going to do whatever he is going
to do."

The Taxi Cab Authority for Ne­
vada teaches safety guidelines
that all drivers in Clark County
are required to learn before they
take a cab assignment, said Bill
Shranko, director of operations
for Checker Cab Company, which
employs Mills.

Sh,.ranko said the company is
in full compliance with those reg­
ulations and continually works to
improve safety conditions.

-8-
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" By Gilbert D. Martinez taxi drivers, so~e of two in Harrison, two in Union City, and one each inC' t Ii l Journal staff writer whom refused to pIck up Hoboken and Weehawken. .

.. t '1. .:> customers who fit his des- . During ,a six-day stretch. in November 1995, De-
A. Hobokell .man who .terroriz~d Hudson CouIJty cription. Cab companies Gross committed nine cabjackings - including two on

:@.~~~..,.by robllmg t~em wltn a varIety ofw~apons, In- had police sketches of De- Nov. 13, three on Nov. 14 and two more on Nov. 15, the
:loomg a liyp(Jdermu~ ;needle he saId contamed AIDS- Gross pinned up in their day he was arrested. .
ainted blood, has pleaded guilty to 13 counts of car- garages while he re- His lawyer, John J. Bruno Jr. of Rutherford, said
acking. mained at large. ' his client was tormented by a drug addiction so bad it

Victor DeG :oss, 36, of Clinton Street, faces 45 years DeGross would flag forced him to commit the crimes.
n state prison with no chance of parole for 15 years down cabs or call them to "(Drug addiction) was the only reason for those
vhen he is sentenced on May 2 by Superior Court come get him before he crimes," Bruno said after the hearing. "He was crying
fudge Frances L. Antonin. would pull out a knife, for help."

His 21-pagt' indictment reads like a sports box gun or, in three cases, a Bruno said his client plans on enrolling in religion
core: 81 total (: mnts, including 13 carjackings, 13 arm- hypodermic needle he classes and drug education courses to overcome ·his
d robberies, 3' I weapons offenses, 13 counts of threats VICTOR DeGROSS said was filled with AIDS- habit.
o kill or harm [he cabbie, and two counts of drug pos- tainted blood. He'd force The assistant prosecutor who handled the case said
ession and ont, co~t ofag~avated assault.. the drivers out of the car, take their money and then he ~.ad.little sympathr for DeGros.s and his add~cti~~u_

As part of tile plea ~arg~m, DeGross on frIday ~d- drive off with their cabs ditching the vehicles a few ..VIctor J?eGross IS a c~lculatmg. shrewd. pp
[litted only to the carJackmgs and the 68 remammg blocksaway' nlstlc parasite who intentionally preyed on the people
harges were dropped. Even if prosecutors proceeded' .. in the community," Walker said; "Drugs do have a lot \
lith a trial, most df the charges against DeGross In one cas~, he was charg~d With slashmg the to do with some crimes out tnere. but I'm a lot less ,
muld have merged together. meaning much of the jail throat ofa cabb~e who resisted h~s ~emands. sympatheticwhen it comes to DeGr~ss.. . , . ; .

ime. w.Ould.. have... run.... c... 0.. n.c.urr.e...n.tl.
y
.-.t.0....•..e.a.. Cl}_..0.!h.. er, AS-. . ...;A. fe~. cabbIes Who0.. w~re....Vlct.. I.m.iz.. ed.b.. y...' ..D.... eGros.s...... ".. Th.e OnI.....y.... gur. "!'ViIfR.~"resisislted.....h.l.m .ha.(PJ.18,,~t

ist~t H~e~n S~~ty ,P,r?~\lt.qr~~~be~!E ..Walker., qUltthelr Jobs b~ause()~~lS"9He.Q, "~::;~Iii""' . . ....cut."~W~.:~~r.ai~~Jh!*!Jft11~,Q~~1
[J*l~t. d:rt!t;·. ·:·" ..~~u!.l ..t"'~'''i'~'(:l~J-m':\ .... '.:"(~."'."'.. thoe .l.3... car.Jackbi .'. . '. ....~een..OCt."" 'I,.ha.d~.. lts
,~,-/il,ii~);.~ir,""'fI,'CLloCld'R!ZiI.~NOV'~15. 1995.se •. " ;." ,,' .~~ , ity"',',;;Rprrediib...~

f'.~ ~__'h_' "~',_.I·" 'I ... -'.;. :>~.,--" ';'"



Customers rob cabbies
in separate incidents
Uflf.3

By Christopher Davis 3:20 a.m., an Anderson County Sheriff's
Independent-Mail Office incident report stated.

Two Yellow Cab of Anderson drivers The passenger told the driver he
were robbed ill separate. iftcMents by wanted to go to several different loca­
customers that they picked up early tions before pulling out what appeared
Sunday morning. The incidents hap- to be a .357-ealiber Magnum, demanded
pened ,?-~out twe~ty minutes apart, and the $200 the driver was carrying and
authonties aren t sure if there's a link told him to go to Georgia, the report
between them. said.

Driver Roy Gaines, 49, of Anderson He told the driver to get on Interstate
pulled up to 1012 Elizabeth Street 85 North, asked him to pull off at Exit 14
around 3 a.m. and picked up two men, and told him to let him out and then
an Anderson police department inci- drive away, the report stated.
dent report stated. The driver drove to a nearby service

One man got into the front of the car. station and telephoned the sheriff's
and one got into the back. They told th~ office, the report said.
driver to go to Colony Estates, but the Neither driver was seriously injured
front seat passenger asked him a short but Bill Calloway, a dispatcher and dri:
time later to turn around and go back to ver for Yellow Cab of Anderson, said
the initial location, the report said. both were shaken up.

The man in the back then grabbed the .!VIr. Calloway said in his five years
driver by the throat and demanded WIth the company, two drivers have
money. The driver gave one of the men never been robbed in one night. He said
$250, and the two fled, the report stated. the company has instituted a "common

The second incident involved driver S€!1se". safetJ: policy and will be working
Neil Wheat, 23, of Anderson who With CIty pollee to make the job safer. I

picked up a man in his mid-twen'ties at He said the two drivers will be back
Shockley Ferry and River roads arolmd on the job today.
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WNY COpS arrest
-newlyfreed convict'{l'-( .~

WEST NEW YORK - Minutes after
being released from jail, a town man was
thrown right back in after.he r9.!>~
.cab d.riv~olicesaid.

Eduardo Guttierez, 25, was arrested
shortly after 9 -p.m. Monday night and
was chargedwith robbery, police said.

Guttierez had just been released from
Bergen County jail in Hackensack when
he called Mr. Taxi to pick him up. He
handed the driver a $20 and asked to be
driven home to West New York, police
explained.

Guttierez asked to be dropped off on
the corner of 52nd Street and Hudson
Avenue, but before getting out, Guttier­
rez attacked the cabbie, police s~mt-He­
puThishandS arounnnis neck and de­
manded the driver give himback the $20.

Frightened, the driver returned the
money and Guttierez ran around the cor­
ner to his home on 51st Street, police
said. The driver radioed his dispatcher,
who phoned police. Guttierez was ar­
rested inside his apartment.

It was not clear why Guttierez was in
the county jail.
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~~:·~~6ie {oUrid shotto d~ath-i~ southeist area
By JERRY URBAN
and I.K. BARDWELL ,\\v\'1'1
Houston Chronicle ,

A 73-year-old.,g.Il<Jriver described
, by friends and family as a "good
:. man" was found shot to death in his

taxi in southeast Houston on
Wednesday.

The body of Cisroe Taylor, who
had more than 20 grandchildren,
was discovered· about 7 a.m. at
apartments in the 3100 block of
North MacGregor Way. He had

/'

been shot at least once.
"I hope whoever committed this

violent attack on my father is caught
and brought to justice, " said Kathy
Taylor, one of Taylor's eight chil­
dren. "He was a good man, honest
and loving."!

Taylor's last fare dispatched by
Square Deal Cab Co. about midnight
Tuesday was a regular rider with
Taylor.

Police said dispatchers lost con­
tact with Taylor shortly after that,
and it was unclear whether he actu­
ally picked up .the rider.

Residents near where Taylor's
body was found reported hearing
gunfire between midnight and 12:30
a.m. Wednesday.

Taylor was found with the driver's
door open and one foot outside, as if
he'd been getting out when he was
shot, police said.

Investigators said it was unclear
whether robbery was the motive.
Taylor's log book was missing, and
the microphone with which he com­
municated with dispatchers had
bflcn tom out and left on 1/1(' gl'Ound.

1\ loaded gun was found 011 the

seat of the taxi. Police were unsure
whether it was Taylor's and
whether it had been fired.

Family members said Taylor had
been a cabdriver for 35 years and
had been working part-time since
retiring several years ago.

"He was good to work with, and he
was particular about whom he
picked up," said Jewel Kennedy, a
fellow cabdriver.

"Only him and God knows what
happened."

Kennedy said she fears liw her
safety when driving.

"It makes the hair on your neck
rise," she said, "especially after
something like this happens."

John Jenkins, owner of Square
Deal Cab, also described Taylor as a
good man.

He said another Square Deal driv­
er was killed on duty in 1990.

The last on-duty cabbie slain here
was a Yellow Cab driver shot near
Greenspoint Mall in December 1992.

Arrangements for Taylor were
pending at Fondel Memorial
Chapel. 4304 La Branch.
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67-year-old driver's slaying No.6 in 2~ years 40 minutes from the time he was asked to
pick up the fare. He did not talk again on
the cab radio, Clark said.

Residents reported hearing the sounds of
someone running, a car speeding away and
several popping sounds, police said. There's
no indication that Rabon was shot more
than once.

An autopsy showed the bullet came from
the passenger side of the taxi. The small­
caliber bullet pierced his upper right chest,
nicked his aorta and· traveled through both
lungs. Rabon died quickly from heavy hem­
orrhaging, said Richland County Coroner
Frank Barron.

Fulton said Rabon's car did not have a
bulletproof shield, which the city of Colum­
bia requires if a driver requests it.

He said about 50 percent of Blue Rib­
bon's cabs have the shields. "We get com­
plaints from passengers about the shields,
and a lot of drivers don't care for them," he p
-------.-----------J,j

said.
The Columbia City Council

passed the safety measure last
year in response to a wave of
shootihgs involving area cab dri­
vers.

The last cabbie killed before
Rabon was Ivory Wilcox, a Blue
Ribbon driver shot March 9. Der­
rick Gadson, 22, is awaiting trial in
that case.

By CLiF leBlANC
.and BOB STUART ,l ( tf '1)

Staff Writers "

Deadly violence against local cab drivers
had subsided for almost a year until Thurs­

; day, when a bullet claimed the sixth cabbie
in 21/2 years.

Paul Rabon, 67, a driver for Blue Ribbon
Cab Co., was found about 6: 10 a.m.
slumped against the driver's door of cab
No. 176 behind C.A Johnson High School,
police said. Next to his body lay a .25-cal­
iber semiautomatic. The gun had not been
fired.

Rabon became the fourth Blue Ribbon
driver to die violently since 1994.

"He has guns registered to him, but
we're still checking to see if that was one of
them," Columbia police Maj. Charlie Clark
said.

Detectives believe that Rabon was killed
during a robbery. The cab company presi­
dent said he thinks the driver was set up.

"It's just my feeling it was a setup from
the way it went down," said Blue Ribbon
president Joseph Fulton. "It happened on a
dead-end street. Whoever got that call was
destined to be robbed or killed."

A woman called about 5:30 a.m. and
asked that a cab be sent to 2200 Dart St.,
which borders a practice field behind the
school. Rabon's cab was about a half-mile
away near Midland Shopping Center, police
said.

The caller's voice was described as
sounding like a young person's; other than
that, police have little information on the
woman. Fulton said the dispatcher
described the call as normal.

Neighbors found Rabon after hearing a
commotion. But police can't account for the

~ASS
FROM PAGE 81 j J

'7

Cabbie slayings
Blue Ribbon Cab driver Paul Rabon was
killed Thursday morning in the sixth
fatal attack on a Columbia taxi driver in
21/2 years. The other victims:

• March 1996: Ivory Wilcox, Blue Ribbon. Der­
rick Gadson, 22, is awaiting trial on a murder
charge. .
• February 1996: Elvis McDonald, Gamecock
Cab. Felix Cheeseboro faces a murder charge;
he also is charged in the slayings of Columbia
barber Frank Kelly and a customer, Leon Poole.
• May 1995: Ulysses Collins, Blue Ribbon. Gary
Gresham is awaiting trial on a murder charge.
• October 1994: Eugene Hunter, Original
Orange Cab Co. Uganda Wilson was sentenced
to life in prison, and Murray Wilson pleaded guilty
and got 28 years. .
• August 1994: Edward Broadnax, Blue Ribbon.
Kevin Bentley pleaded guilty to voluntary
manslaughter and is serving 24 years.

Fulton described Rabon as
lifelong cabbie, who had spe
more than 40 years driving in t
Columbia area. He had worked
Blue Ribbon the past four years.

"It was his livelihood and'
was good at it,» Fulton said. "I
was well-liked by his fellow driVE
and company officials. This is dE
astating. We're like one big fami
and this affects us aIL"
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Man stabs cabdriver '

~~-~
~ver was stabbed in the !l.eclt
and robbed of his cab early Thurs­

day, Saratoga
County Sherift'
deputies said.

Cabdriver
Ronald L Bra­
man, who is re­
covering at Sara­
toga Hospital,
told police he
picked up the

• . suspect in Sara­
~ Spnngs and headed toward
Sodeman Road in Greenfield.~
suspect, d~Scribed as a 2()..year-01d;anw~ a red coat, stabbedz:aman WIth a "sharp object»<>it
abO~t 6:30 am. and fled with~'L
unkno~ quantity of cash, and.t:'
car, police said. '.
. Braman remains in stable condi_f

!:lOll. and the neck wound is not
consIdered life-threatening Sheriff
·James D. Bowen said. '. '. C e'

State POlice Trooper Richard
SehImeyer found the stolen cab at
an- ~occupied camp on Katb.ain
~: ~e tuwn of Day, Saratoga

" I
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Trento~ ~\7mver
robbed at knife point

A TreI}~n.~b!>ie was mhbed
at EiifeQoint of more than $150
yesteroayoya man he thought
was just another paying cus­
tomer, !lolice said.

David Durand, 35, of
Lumberton Street, was flagged
down by the uniaentifiedthug
and a woman at the comer of
Calhoun and West State streets
at about 5:22 p.m.

Both got into the car and
asked to be dropped off at the
corner of Chestnut and Walnut
avenues, police said. -

The women, however, asked to
be let out at the corner of South
Broad and Market streets.

She was described as a 5 foot
black female with short curly
hair, age between 30 and 35,
weighing 130 pounds,. police
said.

The man, a 6 foot black male
weighing about 175 pounds
between the ages of 18 and 24,
said he would pay for her fare,
and told the cabbie to continue .
driving.

When they reached Chestnut
street Durand said the"
who was sitting in the ba
pulled out a switch bladi
put it to the cabbie's neclC ..i.i

Durand reached into his pock..­
et and handed the man;.$l50
but the thug then came around
to the driver's side and de . ". d-'
ed more. ; . c>'_

"I know ~ougot sol,tle.'.
want it all;" the knife­
thug reportedly said. n,

The cabbie then han
small brown change p
with various coins. ;..:

The thief, wearing a;
ed sweatshirt, a tan h.
and khaki pants, took,
and ran off down
Alley.

ZHO
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;Palatine police seek 2
lin cabdriver's slashing

An American Taxi driver from Palatine is recovering from a throat sla!
that a passenger inflicted for no apparent reason Tuesday night.

i By. Dionne Searcey
I TR1B~~FF WRITER

, ~b~n<eric.an Taxi driver was
..dinewhat uneaS'Y-wl1en his last
two fares, a young couple with­
out any luggage, climbed into his
cab in Palatine, saying they were
on, their way to O'Hare Interna­
tional Airport for a Hawaiian
vacation.
_ A few minutes and several
blocks later, his worries. were
justified when one of his passen­
gers, for no apparent reason,
pu'Ued out a knife and slashed
his throat.

Wednesday, the 51-year-old
·'-iver was nursing his wound, a
lOng gash across his neck held'
together by several stitches. He
:md Palatine police were wonder·

.ing what prompted the attack in
'ln area where such random vio-
:ence is rare. .

"There was no robbery, no ask­
'Jig for money," said the driver,
Nho lives in Palatine but asked
Jult his name not be disclosed. "I

''Was a little bit suspicious, but
"lot to the extent that I thought
·:hey ·would do this kind of
~fug."

~
e cab had not gone very far,

d the driver did not have his
eter running because the cou­

. Ef had asked to go to O'Hare, a
~ip for which American Taxi

i <

charges a flat rate.
The attack has caused him to

question whether he should con·
tinue driving a cab, a job ranked
as the most dangerous in Amer­
ica in a 1996 study by the
National Institute for Occupa­
tional Safety and Health.

"My wife doesn't want it, but I
den't think I can leave right
away," said the driver, who has
four children ages 12 to 19, all of
whom are in school.

Police were searching for the
driver's passengers. The man
attacked the driver about 7:15
p.m. Tuesday at 1219 Prairie·
brook Drive in Palatine, Police
Cmdr. Jim Haider said.

The attack was the worst act
of violence in the suburbs in
more than three years for Amer·
ican Taxi, one of the biggest
suburban taxi companies. Amer­
ican Taxi dispatches its 400 cabs
to about 22,000 calls for subur·
ban transportation each week,
said Dan Coyne, a fleet manager.
Dispatchers are based in Mt.
Prospect.

On Oct. 3, 1993, American Taxi
driver Jusuf 'Hasani was stran­
gled while driving his taxi in
Itasca. The attackers, Billy Por­
ras and Eric Wright. pleaded
guilty to murder and robbery.

Suburban cabdrivers' routes
generally take them through

/.--_...

safe areas, Coyne said,. so they
tend to encounter little violence.

Also, because their trips are
longer and more expensive, sub­
urban cabbies often deal with

credit cards and have less c~

on hand than city driv~rs do.
"In the suburbs you have

most run-outs, which are pea
who don't pay," Coyne said.


