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Chairman Reed Hlllldt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hlllldt:

The government has a valid interest in protecting all Americans - both children and
adults - from indecent programming. In the words of the Supreme Court, there is
"a right of the Nation ... to maintain a decent society."

Please change the commission's policy and enforce the broadcast indecency law
against TV stations. Past failure in this area is a primary reason why all too much
TV programming is offensive.

Also, with the dawn of the V-Chip the FCC must reject the flawed ratings proposal
from the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) and substitute instead a
system that rates programming by content.

We are "one Nation llllder God" because our founding fathers said so and because,
200 years later, we the American people, choose to be.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

/L~~tI:<.~ (Name)/zh /l-vt.±Address)

r) , 91
~f¥4~' ~

'(j;d3 ~
c: Morality in Media, 475 Riverside Dr, NYC 10115
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March 6, 1997
3009 Oakland Drive
Cleveland, TN 37312

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M. street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

I am opposed to the age-based rating system for television
programming. I would prefer a content-based system and the
restoration of the Family Hour to clean-up television.

rely,

~~
omas
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MR. REEl) HUIlDGf
FEDERAL €OMMUNI€AGfIONS €VMMISSION
1919 M. SIREEGf N.W.
WASlln'~GJ'()N~De ZO§GJ4

cS CJ7-S?::

~ ; i! f) 'J A t~/I··,n '- 'V ,.,7

DEAR MR. HliNDGf:

I AM WRIGfINe AS~IN~G£HAGf G£HE NEW RAGfINe
SG}"SG£EM ~E RMEeG£E]) AS IG£ NOW SG£AlID8.

UNDER erRE :PREG£BNSB OF :PROVIDINe HEL}J cro
IJARENG£S. G£HE INDUSGfRG}" HAS reNE G£BE O}JId()SIG£E.
G£HBG}" GfBLL IdARBNG£S <THAGf ALL IdROORAMS RAG£E])
GfV",G}". GJV"'1. GfV",e. GfV",W. AN]) Gf'V"'14. RreARDLB8S OF
€ONG£BNGf OR GfHEME. ARB SmG£~1>EFOR ~IDS AND
G}"OUGJ'H•••••••••ANJ) ~EG£ GJ'HIS"'~GJ'BEIdERSON WHO
J)RODU€BS GIBE IdROORAM IS G£HE ONE WBO RAG£B8 IG£!
NO INldUG£ FRUM GJ'HE vmWINe IJllli1>l€ IS ALLOWED.
GfHERE WILL ~E NO €ONSI8G£ENG£ IdBRSldlgeG£IVB USED IN
GfHE RAGIINeS SIN€E HUNDRE])S OF ])IFFBRBNGf
INJ)IVIDl1A.LS WILL ~B D{)IN~ G£HB RAG£INeS BASED ON
GfHBIR OWN ING£BRESG£.

})1>MSE REcJE€GT fiIB RAGJ~INes AS GJ'HB<>r NOW SGJ'AND.

SIN€ERI9LGf' Gf'OUR8.

{(ctw-H~

Y~'N~

I
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February At" 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review ofthe television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, as well as the Lee County Homemakers Education Association are grass-roots
organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 plus years. We
are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system
does not address the needs ofparents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,
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JvIF\.. RBBD IIUNDCf
fEDERAL €()MMUNIeA<TION8 €OMMI8SION
lQ19 M. 81R.EE,cr if.W.
WASHIN~G£ON~De Zf6a4

D£cAR MR. HUNDGJ:':

I AM WRIG£INe ASl:INe G£HAG£ G£HE NEW R.AG£INe
S'Y8G£EM J1E REJJEeTED AS IG£ NUW 8G£AND8.

{INDER G£HF9 J)RBG£BNSB Of IJR.O'?IDINe HELIJ <TO
IJAREN<TS. G£HE INDUSer:R"Y HAS DONE q~HE OPOOSIQ'.E.
G£HE<JY C£ELL IJARENGlS <TIIAGf AL,L IJRO~RAMS RAG£BD
qv"'''Y. GfV"'1~ G£V",,@,. GJV""re. AND GJ'V""14. RE~RDLE8S OF
€ONG£ENGf OR GfHBME. ARB 8UIG£AJ1LB fOR. l:IDS ANI)

G}"OUGTH AND ~EGf <THI8""""""'''C£HE :PERSON WHO
IJRODU€ES GJ'HE IJRO~RAM IS <THB ONE WHO RA<IES IG£!
NO INIJuer FROM GfIfB Vffiwrn~ IJlffiLI€ 18 ALLOWED.
GJHBR.E WILL, BE, NO €ONSISG£BNG£ IJERSPEffIVE USBD IN
'IHE RAG£IN@.S SINeE HUNDREDS OF DII'I'ER.EN<T
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE I)orn~ <THE RAq-IN~S BASED ON
GfHEIR OWN INGJ'ERBSGf..

IJLM8E R.EJE€G£ <THE RA<TrneS AS <THE"Y NOW serAND.
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February 1997 . '

TheHonorable~eeA Bun. ~+
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

1
-·rf"\I~'I·/"""-:""

, '. .'. '. ' '.;" \.,., ~' ../ ~ ,,:...,.

Commissioner \-\ u~ -t

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of its
review ofthe television industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North Carolina Extension
Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family issues
for the past 60 yt'.ars. Weare r.oncemed that the family issue of the recently implemented television rating
system does not address the needs of parents,

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a public hearing, We
urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec'de..-_I_·_
List ABCDE
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March 4, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman, Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street fM
Washington, DC 20554

Dear rhr. Hund t:

I am very concerned about the quality of television
presentations. I believe the ratings ~pould be based
on contents and not on age.

We have settled for watching the news and reruns on Nick
at Night as we do not like all the sex, sex, sex and
language on the main shows.

Even if shows are rated, the commercials for lurid
shows are pretty graphic, even if they are brief.

Our youth are too precisQB to be bombarded with scenes
constantly portraying that this type of behavior i~ okay.

Sincerely, .

xA -- /h_ JJ1~~,
DO~M. Matzi~r J
51)6 Heritage Way
Traverse City, Mi. 49684

~o. of Copies rec'd /
lIst ABCDE -



--' Jeffrey B. Kaplan
19 Bradley Drive

New City, New York 10956-6740

; '", , ,/ .' ..

March 1, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt
Federal Communications
1919 MStreet, NW
Washington DC 20554

Commission

Sir:

I believe that the current tv rating system is virtually useless to
parents trying to decide what their children will watch and when to use
a V-chip. I propose that we replace the current system consisting of the
ratings TV-G through TV-M with a three digit VAP rating indicating the
level of ~iolence, Adult situations and Erofanity in the program. Each
digit will have a value of 0, 1 or 2. The first digit indicates the
level of violence, where 0 would indicate no violence, 1 might indicate
fisticuffs, and 2 may indicate guns and bloodshed. The second digit
indicates the level of adult situations where 0 would indicate no adult
situations, 1 might indicate mild sexual situations and 2 may indicate
incest or explicit sex. The third digit would similarly indicate the
level of profanity, where 0 would indicate no foul language, 1 might
indicate mild cursing and 2 could indicate vile language. There would be
27 possible VAP ratings ranging from 000 to 222, far more than the
number available under the current system. V-chips could be set to block
programming having a subset of all VAP ratings, giving parents finer
control over the content of the programs their children watch. The VAP
rating system will also be easy to remember and use.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey B. Kaplan

No. of Copies rsc'd,_--,-I_
list ABCDE
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February 1997

The Honorable ---&;Ru::e:;.s::eaJd'--'-HLUllLUDu.t _

'Federal Commmunications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner_.A.!HUo!u",-,nu.t~ _

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public
hearing as part of its review of the television industrj's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North
Carolina Extension Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizatir:ms which have
been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are concerned that
the family issue of the recently implemented television rating system does not address
the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a
public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so
important to families in America today.

Si~" - . "?;!;n~
~~Z-e-C -~7~ ~
d~ ;pC!

J
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CARROLL M. SWENSON

March 5, 1997

/

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr Hundt,

This is to communicate to you my opposition to the "Age-Based
Television Ratings System."

Rather, I am herewith expressing my preference of a "Content
Based System" of ratings.

St:rt1e~ely ,
.";,1 :'

/ /'",•. c .."",,-".o..o._ J2-
Carroll M. Swenson

P.S. A part of what motivates me to write this letter is what
serial killer Ted Bundy said, 11 • • • Pornography can reach out
and snatch a kid out of any house today."

No. of Copies rec'dList ABCDE 0 _
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CoRONlaNORCQ PTa CoUNcl1r.
Cindy Holtnes

President ...Where Chi\dren Cotne First...
.28.20 Clark Avenlle
Norco, CA q1760

February 21, 1997

..,

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Our PTA Council has discussed the new age·based TV rating system that has recently been
activated. Our 13,000 members feel strongly that a content-based rating system would be much
more effective and helpful to parents as they review television programs for their children.

The National PTA has informed us that the Federal Communications Commission is providing
parents with a forum to voice their opinion on this issue, and for this we are grateful.

Our desire to use a content-based rating system is supported by many studies showing a similar
preference by thousands of parents. U.S. News & World Report reported that 62% of parents
voted for this type of system (Sept 9, 1996). 73% of Americans support this system according
to a survey by the Freedom Forum (Dec 12, 1996). And according to a National PTA
comprehensive national survey, 80% of parents prefer a system that identifies program content
(sex, violence, and language) rather than the age group the program is intended for. (Nov 21,
1996).

We ask that the Federal Communications Commission will reconsider the new TV ratings system
and implement a content-based system in its place. We all agree that parents have an extremely
difficult challenge raising children in today's society. Influences from multiple media sources
make choices so confusing for our young people in their value formation. It is imperative for
parents to monitor these sources, and one excellent method is a content-based television ratings
system.

. Sincerely,

rLi1nu~~
Corona-Norco PTA Council
Patrice Maturkanich
3rd Vice-President, Advocacy

/
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Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Pending Television Rating System

Dear Mr. Hundt,

Because of the flood ofTV violence, sex, and bad language, I feel that the rating system
needs to be based on CONTENT rather than age. Also, there needs to be a return to
respecting THE FAMILY HOUR at which time only wholesome and appropriate
programs are aired.

The current trend oftelevision programs is contributing to the moral decay ofour once
great nation. I urge you to base the new television rating system on content of programs,
which will be a better guide for parents trying to monitor their children's TV viewing.

No. of Copies rec'd
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10824 Inglewood Ave
Port Richey, Fl 34668
March 4, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

/

I am not going to beat around the bush. I am appealing

to you to restore good wholesome programing to families and

use the content based rating system.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

CD e-n/~c L0 6Lr--(~
Mrs. Donna Woods

~~o. of Copies rec'd
L,st ABCDi: ----



February 16, 1977

Dear Sir

Mr. Reed Hundt
Federa I Communications Commi ssi!~fr!{C'r

l/\.};',": '{'"':..,

The current ratings system is a travesty. ~fter all,
it was developed by Jack valenti.

The last thing television needs is a ratings system.
What television and ~merica does need are some beneficial,
uplifting, positive TV programs.

The best decision that ever came out of D.C. and the
FCC is the family hour. It should be resurrected immediately.
CBS is attempt±ng-it~*ith-g~eatrpeBulbs.The whole thing was
devised because of the success of "The Waltons", ~merica's

Favorite Television Family and the best drama series in the
history of TV.

:,1-

The programmers in New York and L.~. seem to forget that
the first hour of prime time in the central time zone is 7:00
p.m. when young children are still awake. Shows like "Roseanne',
"Ellen", "Marr ied wi th ~hi Idren", "The Simpsons", "Beavi sand
Butthead", etc. should never run that early at night.

If the FCC and the Federal government will do something
to promote an actual change of content rather than an identification
of the junk currently airing, I would wholeheartedly support that.

People say no one learns bad behavior from television. Just
last week we had a hostage situation in Nashville that was
covered widely on local television. ~t the same time some young
people pUlled a copycat crime from watching the news coverage.

The FCC should also work to bar ratings on newscasts. The
concern for high Nielsens has prompted only the most sensational
news coverage, actual creation of news, and outrageous over
indulgent coverage of the O.J. traAl. We need more talk and
discussion on the news and less lurid pictures.

The FCC should also help campaign reform by prohibiting
high rates for political advertising on television. In fact,
the advertising should be free time available to all candidates.
~s well, negative attack ads should be prohibited.

I am a firm believer in government regUlation in the area
of television in order to deter crime, and the ultimate total
dysfunction of our citizens and families.

Until the FCC does this, I'll continue to
Nite, "The Waltons" on the Family Channel, and

Sincerely

watch Nick at
~&E's "Biography"_
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February 1997

The Honorable --I.R""e=e:a.dL-LHu.lJuDut _

Federal Commmunications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner_.....,H""u.....,nw.t~ _

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public
hearing as part of its review of the television industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North
Carolina Extension Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have
been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are concerned that
the family issue of the recently implemented television rating system does not address
the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a
public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so
important to familie~ in America today.

sincerel~~?~
lP~ 1fu"tH'- tiel t!IaJ

No. of Ccpies reClde...-_/__
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Julia Cox
do Frost Middle School
4101 Pickett Rd.
Fairfax,VA 22032

Dear Sir or Madame:
It has come to my attention that the new t.v. ratings seem to be used more for
the station's advertising than for parents to check what it is that their children
watch. I think that the rating system should be placed in the t.v. guide instead of
on the t.v. screen. I do think, however, that the rating system is a very good
idea. It gives parents a chance to see whether or not the programs that their
children watch are appropriate. Thank you for your time and I hope you will
take my idea into consideration.

Sincerely,

'1Vm Cf'
Julie Cox

I'
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

COCKI=T 1:11 F(\0PV f1Q'GINAl.'- .. . , \." d

Keyes. Joe R. <joe.keyes@teldta.com>
'complaints-enf@fcc.gov· <complaints-enf@fcc.gov>
1/28/976:48pm
Inquiry Concerning TV Rating System

e5q7~

{'/lIt'

!. r /' •

Dear Sir or Madame,

Will a new proceeding be established to evaluate the present TV rating system? If so, when might that notice be
issued? Please let me know by return e-mail. My e-mail address is: joe.keyes@teldta.com

Thank you.

Joe Keyes

.::0
n"1
o
f1'1--<<':

{Tv
t:1
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