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5000 Timber Ridge Road ¢ Marietta, Georgia 30068 « 640-4808

PTA

March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

RE: CS Docket Number 97-55. FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commussioners:

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I

request the following:

s The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

s The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

o The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

o The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

No. of Copies rec’d 0

Sincerely, L
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New Rartiord PTA

Charlene W. Noel ~ Legislative Chair ~ PO Box 568 ~ New Hartford, CT. 06057

March 17, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:,
RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

| am writing to you on behalf of the National PTA and the New Hartford (Connecticut) PTA to express
my deep concern and opposition to the v-chip rating system presented on January 17, 1997 by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating implementation Group. The Telecommunications Act of 1998 mandates
that rules be developed that disclose “sexual, violent or other indecent material about which parents
should be informed before it is displayed to chiidren”. Clearly, the proposed age-based ratings system
does not meet these requirements.

In major surveys conducted this fall by U.S. News & World Report, the National PTA and Media Studies
Center/Roper, parents overwhelmingly preferred a TV rating system with comprehensive content

descriptions. Parents want to be informed about violence, obscene language, nudity and sexual content
in television programs so that they, not the TV industry, can decide what material is acceptable for their

child.

As a concemed parent, | want to see a television rating system that incorporates:

* a comprehensive, content-based rating system which allows parents to decide what programs are
suitable for their child.

* a TV screen rating icon that is larger, more prominently displayed and appears more often during the

course of the program

*  aratings board which includes parents and is independent of the television industry and the FCC

Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns on an issue of vital importance to children and
parents.

Sincerely,

Lhodis . A

Charlene W. Noel
Legislative Chair, NHPTA

No. of Cepies rec'd O
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

[ am (Ype-ar®) writing cn behall of the National PTA and the W (local, councii, dis-

trict, or state PTA) to voice my {f) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one raiitlg sysiemnt;

» That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

¢ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, m ﬁ 4 k:
Your Name 456 2. \27 STz |
7~ W No. of Copzc" rec’d. 0
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Douglass Houghton PTA, Waterford, Michigan to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. I would prefer a content-based system rather than an age-based system.
1 feel the decision as to what my child(ren) views on television should be in my hands rather than in the

hands of the TV industry.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this age-based system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following: '

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content

information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so irnportant to children and families.

Sincerely,

Vounds  of 5 1o

No. of Copies rec'd d
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SAMPLELc=TTER TO THE FCC
Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W.,, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

7, %ﬂﬂg
I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the ocal, council, dis-

trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

+ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

¢ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

» That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

 That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, ' .
o oo fls Gar Viadick
our Name ,
Town, State OM&J}L& N I,LUW No. of Copi ' i
/ . " piesrec'd
List ABCDE
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March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554
e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov
RE: CS Docket Number 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing (o voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall, conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper, demonstrate overwhelming parental preference for a rating system that provides information to parents
about the content of programs. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on program content information. Any rating system without
content descriptions, both on-screen and publicized in TV schedules, is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ do not believe that this system does so, and therefore request that the FCC
decline to approve the industry rating system as proposed by the TV Rating Implementation Group. Instead, I
request the following:

¢ The FCC should adopt a rating system that includes content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language),

o The FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

e The rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program,;

¢ The rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* Any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Si i No. ot Copies rec’'d
incerely, List ABCDE
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pdrews Elementary P.T.A.
hand, TX. 78374

"ffletter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews-Elementary=PTA of

Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV ’
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
wtent information about the program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
ieguirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual

depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

*That any rating system gonroved by the FCC be gyaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of pari ’

Andrews Eleme 4 pélrimportant to

our children

No. of Copies rec'd o,
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

I919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 203554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,

Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act 0f 1996. 1 do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request

the following;

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program,;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and,

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely. &00 e Loé < W/(O‘MAA
No. of Copies rec'd
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SAMPLE | ETTER TO THE FCC
Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 ;K@TC&O\V\

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Scheo D‘S"(local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997.The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* Thar under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s raang system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
{tor violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

« That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

+ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
1t meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Your Name . (/Cx/ .
' No. of Copies rec'd___Q____

List ABCDE

Town, State




Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners :
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission 3 -/ j/ - 7 7
1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222 ,
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,

Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PT A, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not belicve this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request

the foliowing:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system:;

That the rating icon on ‘the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program,;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and,

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent rescarch to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

No. of Copies rec'd

Sipeegely, .
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners -
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W.,Room 222

Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and as a member of the Huffman PTA, to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that will give parents
more information about the contents of the program. Parents do not want the TV
industry to decide what is best for our children. We, as parents, feel we can best make
those choices for our children. Along with this, we need the content descriptions
published in periodicals that carry the TV scheduling.

I do not feel this system as it now stands meets the statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. Instead, we request the following:

The FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content

information about programs;
That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that will allow parents to

receive more than one rating system
That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed

on the screen, and appear more frequently during the program,
That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it

include parents; and
That any rating system approved be evaluated by independent research to

determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Bill & Kaylene Brown

4405 Fairmont Road
Anchorage, AK 99516

No. of Copies rec'd O

List ABCLE
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ByYrns L. DARDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
609 E Street Clarksville, TN 87042 Phone: (615) 648-5615 Fax: (615) 553-2089
Dr. Vickd T. Wallace, Principal

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W.,, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Coinmissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Byrns Darden PTA
to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack

Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

s
| Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families. /

Sincerely, ~
Cpman Qi

Jamie Riffle, President Byrns Darden PTA

Clarksville, .
TN . No. of Copies rec’d /
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W.,Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Clay-Chalkville Middle School PTA to voice
our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming
parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA,U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program, -
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry®s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1966. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

¢ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such
as V (for violence), 8 (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

¢ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

¢ That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program; -

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and '

¢ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

J../‘.” cet Som @'k«fulﬁv ) fm;‘M

Belon W. H‘LML N‘J"'"’J' e%gt 2{300;?193 rec’d O
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SAMPLE LETTERTO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

[

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
| PTA
I am (we are) writing on behaif of the National PTA and the [1€.1 {local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, 1s required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating svstem that does not include content information about programs such asV
{for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

» That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

» That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, p O\/N\9~9\9\0\ C .
Jour Pame OaXlend, M- 7.

Town, State

No. of Copies rec'd O
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the}‘l&‘?%/&awgﬂocal council, dis-

trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip ratn& system as presented by Jack
Valent, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry

TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, 1s required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
onc rating system;

» That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for thlS opportumty to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, )w \

Your Name {\ﬁﬂ\ PAUL Chigrielld

Town, State P‘\ NO AN 071 43/0 O
No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE -




5a3a 1. Lﬂ Acee
Kausas Cuty, D

March 1997 by

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW. | Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Davidson School PTA in Kansas City,
Missouri, to voice my opposition to the v~chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that give parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

e That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language),

o  That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

e That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more /p;'ominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

¢  That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

e That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent researchisbARC
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determine if it meets the needs of parents. — B

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely, ,Uq 5 7 Wd{mw /w’i‘ @%L&‘(O/
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“SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC
Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997 -

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

c/o0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W,, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554 e-mail address: vchip@fcc.gov

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 M o/Ar

I arn {we are) writing on behalf of the Nadonal PTA and the W / (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
‘demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC aéprové the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*» That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system; .

o That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Smeereli p iy Mrs Mare Bunser
Your N .
W Gepyat, Ooo gycys a0
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March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the local PTA chapter at Dr. W.J. Creel Elementary
School in Melbourne, Florida, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by
Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released
this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and
World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating systemn has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

Thank you for this opportumty to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Singerely, No. of Copies rec’ d_,.@—-——-——
. Crowe T

Melboume Florida - N 2 M M
| M aa ppmgve

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs
such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;,

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of the parents.
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March 19, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commissions
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the local PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is

appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming

parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the
National PTA, U.S. News and World Reports, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information

about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry -
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry
rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence). S
(for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system;
* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more

frequently during the course of a program.
* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Charlotte North Carolma

/pr
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March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioﬂers

¢/0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the 230 members of the Edison Middle School PTA to
voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming
parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents
do not what the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those
choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

° The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so
and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

° That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs
such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

° That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

° That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

] That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

] That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families
Sincerely,

Marc Changnon, President
Edison Middle School PTA
Champaign, IL
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March 17, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
] ¢/o Federal Communications Commission

! 1919 M Street N'W., Room 222

: Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Davis School District PTA to voice my opposition to the
v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on
January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so
that parents can make informed decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children.
Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that
gives parents information about the content of the programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S.
News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the
FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

®  That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V(for
‘\‘ violence), S(for sexual depiction and nudity), and L(for language),

e  That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more that one
rating system;

®  That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

e  That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincergly,

L4ra J. Burto
Clearfield, Utah

0
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— Karen B. McrFariand
3336 W. 1400 S.
Ogden, UT 84401

March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt & Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No 97-55, FCC 97034

Gentlemen: .
I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the
TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents and grand-parents can make decisions about what is appropriate
TV programming for their children & grand-children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents
DO NOT want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on
the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC
not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

1. That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction & nudity) and L (for language);

2. That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system,

3. That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear
more frequently during the course of a program;

4. That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

a

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
Sincerely,
q/rl(aren B. McFarland
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission 1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Rocky Mountain Elementary PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make
those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, | request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for vialence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity ) and L ( for language );

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program,;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

@%@3%%
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Oak Grove Elementary School PTA to voice
my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the Nationai PTA, U.S. News
and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based
on content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on
the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the
foliowing:

o That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.

Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for

language):

e That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

e That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently piaced on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program.

o That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

o That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-58, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the local PTA chapter at Dr. W.J. Creel Elementary
Schoot in Melbourne, Florida, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by
Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released
this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and
World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

o That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs
such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

o That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

o That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

o That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

¢ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of the parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
erely, [) S
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