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PTA NEWSLETTER- March/April
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

March 27 - "Stop Day - Enough is Enough" March 3 I-April 6 - Spring Break - No School
March 28 - Teacher's Planning Day - No School April 9 - DOMINO's Pizza Night
*******************************************************
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL - Dear Parents: Recently. we have noticed that parents are
coming into the office 5 to 10 minutes before school ends to check out their children for the day. This
practice causes a great deal of disruption at the end of the school day. It is important tor your child to
be to school on time in the morning and to remain in school for the entire day. Please wait until the
end of the school day to pick up your children.
Also, there has been some confusion on what students can and cannot wear on Fridays at school. I
would like to clarify the situation. The faculty voted that students can wear the regular uniform or the
"Bent Tree Elementary" or "I Care" T-shirts on Fridays. Bent Tree and I Care t-shirts are on sale
in the school office.
I would like to ask for your help!!! If you have any school uniforms that your son/daughter has
outgrown, please donate them to the school for use by other students. We would like to ask a115th
grade parents to donate the used school uniforms to the school at the end of the year. Thanks for yoUl
cooperation.

*****
"STOP DAY - ENOUGH IS ENOUGH" - As parents, teachers. and citizens of Dade County, it is
time we make a stand to end violence in our community. Our children are being killed, injured, and
traumatized. On Thursday, March 27, Dade County Public Schools and United Teachers of Dade will
observe "Stop Day - Enough is Enough". All schools will stop normal operations at 9:45 a.m. for a
moment of reflection on the victims of crime. We ask that on this day all students and staff members
of Bent Tree Elementary wear white clothing in order to show our support to this effort to promote
safety in our community and in the world in general. Also, we would ask everyone 10 drive with their
headlights ON in recognition of this effort.

TELEVISION RATINGS - The television industry has proposed an age-based television rating
system. The National PTA opposes the proposed system because it does NOT provide parents and
families with information about the content (i.e. violent, sexual content and nudity, adult language) of
the program as part of the rating on the TV screen. The PTA wants the FCC to put the decision
making power about television viewing back into the hands of parents. To do this, we need your help.
Weare asking that each of you sign the enclosed letter and return it to the school by Thursday, March
27. In it, we are telling Reed Hundt, chairman of the. FCC, that we oppose the proposed rating
system. With your help, we can make the TV ratings system a more useful tool for your family and
families throughout the United States. Our organization (the PTA) boasts a proud history - when
PTA's are armed with facts and determination they make things happen! Please accept this challenge
and call to action; sign the attached letter and return it to your child's teacher no later than Thursday,
all letters must reach the FCC no later than April 8, 1997 - with your help, we will make a difference.

*****
CEREAL BOX TOPS - Tomorrow is the last day to send GENERAL MILLS box tops, if you have
any please send them with your child TOMORROW, MARCH 25.



25 de marza de 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt y Comisionados del FCC
c/o Federal Communication Commission,

1919 M STreetN.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Ref CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Estimado Chairman Hundt and Comisionados:

4 '
PR 8 199,7

Les escribo a nombre del PTA Nacional y el PTA de Bent Tree Elementary School para hacer constar
mi oposician al sistema de rating V-chip presentado por Jack Valenti del TV Rating Implementation
Group el 17 de enero de 1997. £1 simbolo que aparece en la pantalla de television no provee suficientl
informacion referente al contenido del programa para que asi los padres puedan tomar decisiones
sobre que programacion es apropiada para sus hijos. Se han llevado a cabo encuestas que muestran b
preferencia de los padres por un sistema de rating que Ie de a los padres informacion sabre el
contenido de los programas. Los padres no quieren que la industria de la television interprete que es
10 mejor para sus hijos. Los padres quieren escoger por si mismos que programas deben de ver sus
hijos, basado en la informacion sobre el contenido de los programas. Cualquier sistema de rating que
no tenga descripcion de contenido en la pantalla es inutil.

AI FCC, por ley, se Ie requiere que determine si el sistema de rating de la industria ha llenado los
requisitos establecidos por el Telecommunications Act de 1996. Yo no creo que este sistema 10 hace ~

Ie pido al FCC que no apruebe el sistema de rating de la industria. En vez, pido 10 siguiente:

- Que bajo ninguna circunstancia el FCC apruebe el sistema de rating de la industria. Es mas, el FCC
no deberia aceptar ningun sistema de rating que no incluya informacion sobre el contenido de los
programas, tal como V (violencia), S (sexo 0 desnudez) 0 L (para lenguaje).
- Que el FCC requiera una banda V-chip 10 suficientemente ancha que Ie permita a los padres recibir
mas de un sistema de rating.
- Que el icon de rating en la pantalla sea mas grande, mas visible y aparezca mas a menudo durante 1:
programaClOn.
- Que la mesa directiva de rating sea independiente de la industria y el FCC e incluya a padres.
- Que cualquier sistema de rating aprobado par el FCC sea evaluado por estudios independientes pan
determinar si llena las necesidades de los padres de familia.

GTacias por esta oportunidad de comentar sobre algo tan importante como \0 son los ninos y las
familias.

~ Miami, Florida


