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Mark A. Conrad
Vice President and
General Manager

W3lzZy-TWV

Broker for

WFYT-TV

Pertormance Road

Charlotte, NC

28266-8400

RECEIVED
AZD 4;1
April 3, 1997 '
FCC MAIL BYOM

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As General Manager of WJZY-TV and broker for WFVT-TV, | am writing to
express my strong approval of the voluntary rating system developed by the
television industry. This system builds on the 28 years of familiarity and
success that the movie rating system has had and continues to have.

In the three short months the system has been in existence, my stations have
experienced no complaints . . . not one phone call, letter, or E-mail to date.

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should
act only if the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed

and implemented a voluntary ratings system that parents in my community
find useful and easy to use.

It easily satisfies the requirements of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996 and unquestionably meets the standard of
“acceptability” in the Act.

| urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry has
done and approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely, i =
e —_— e
P.0. Box 668400 Q%{é@@{ T p— o
- X2
) F )
Charlotte, NC Gt = i
Mark Conrad . o o
. . -3 L
Vice President/General Manager, WJZY-TV . ®
& Broker for WFVT-TV = %=
=™
poie] =
cbw

704/398-0046

Fax 704 /3




MANTUA PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION, INC.
Mantua Elementary School
SUO Tt ™ 9307 Horner Court
" Fairfax, Virginia 22031
APR _ 8 1007
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April 3, 1997

Commissioners

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of the Executive Board of the Mantua Elementary PTA, I am urging you
to oppose the v-chip rating system presented by Mr. Jack Valenti, Chairman of the TV
Rating Implementation Group on January 17, 1997. We fully endorse the position of the
National PTA and agree that the proposed rating system does not provide sufficient content
to enable parents to make informed and responsible decisions about whether a program is
suitable for children. We urge the FCC to institute a content-based rating system, such as
that endorsed by the National PTA (utilizing a system that indicates whether particular
shows contain violence, sexual depiction or nudity, and adult language.)

Sincerely,

%@ ;

Janet Bartelmay
President

(VIING 3021AY 14 VD
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208 DE BUYS ROAD ® P.. BOX 4596 B BILOXI, MS 39535-4536 = (601) 836-1312

April 3, 1997

Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

Much is being written about the new TV rating system and a lot of discussion is
underway, but one very important bit of information is being overlooked. Viewers have
embraced the new system. They understand it and have used it for its designed purpose.
We at WLOX-TV have not had any complaints from viewers, in fact, the only negative

noise heard is from special interest groups and those trying to use this subject to promote
their own agenda.

We wish to express our strong support for the new voluntary rating system that is now in
place. This system deserves a chance to work and evolve.

We urge the Commission to support what the industry has done and approve the TV
Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

/ ; el

Leon Long

Vice President and General Manager
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April 1, 1997

LU EIVED

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission . 97

1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554 e N YA Lo ey

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55

COMMENT ON INDUSTRY PROPOSAL FOR RATING VIDEO
PROGRAMMING

Dear Secretary:

I am writing to say that I believe the “V-Chip” rating system put forward by the motion picture,
television and cable businesses gives parents only the vaguest idea of the content of a given
television episode.

That problem is compounded by the fact that each network’s producers rate their own programs,
so similar programs get very different tags. For example, the episode of the Fox sitcom Martin

that ran January 27 had implied group sex, crotch grabbing, pelvic thrusts, and at least eight uses
of foul language. It was rated TV-PG.

Instead of accepting their responsibility to produce family-friendly programming, the networks
now expect parents to make TV viewing choices - without even giving the information parents
need to make the choices. The networks and advertisers can now use this system as an excuse if

complaints come in, saying that the public was forewarned by the ratings symbol that appears at
the beginning of each show.

Please do everything you can to help return this country to its high moral values that we were
founded upon.

Sincerely,

7, .
> pﬁﬂéég 44_% (Address)

MM%&JV&
'Z//.777
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FCC ol
1919 M St.NwW

Washington, DC 20554 April 2, 19mmor = o 7 NA

CS Docket No. 97-55 Comment on Industry Proposal for Rating Video
Programming.

To whom it may concern:

As a parent of two young children,I find the V-chip rating
system for television to be ~ imffective. There are many
shows rated Tv-pPG that F would not allow my 10 year old
daughter to watch dus to the sexual content of the "humor".
I as an adult do not find such programs entertaining.
A more practical system needs to be adopted.

I would also like to comment that the FCC should enforce the ban
on indecent material on TV programs. Even with a ratings system,
the ¥CC needs to enforce this law.

Sincerely,

[ Mk KO

Pamela Irwin
35674 Bentley Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034




April 4, 1997

FOX29

/' 4 (4 FOX TWIN CITIES
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As General Manager of WFTC FOX 29, | am writing to express my strong

approval of the voluntary rating system developed by the television industry
This system builds on the 28 years of familiarity and success that the movie
rating system has had and continues to have

viewers

In the three short months the system has been in existence, my station has
experienced only a handful of calls referencing the rating system from concerned

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission should act
only if the industry failed to do so. The industry has acted; it developed and
implemented a voluntary ratings system that parents in my community find useful

and easy to use. It easily satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 and unquestionably meets the standard of “acceptability” in the Act

| urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the industry na,s
done and approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

=3 pe

i ,.u"’: -::'

Since y/w 2 @
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g L =

Steve Spendlove =
VP/General Manager

1701 Broadway St. N.E.

Mpls., MN 55413 612 379-2929 Fax 379-2900
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April 3,1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20554

RE: €S Docket No. 97-55

Dear Commissioners:

As President and General Manager of KTXL,I am writing to express my
strong approval of the wvoluntary rating system developed by the
television industry. This system builds on the 28 years of
familiarity and success that the movie rating system has had and
continues to have.Here at KTXL reactiion %o the rating system from
our viewers has been non-existant

The legislative history and the law makes clear that the Commission
should act only if the industry failed to do so. The industry
acted,it developed and implemented a voluntary ratings system that
parents in my community find useful and easy to use. It easily
satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1396

and unquestionably meets the standard of "acceptability" in the
Act.

I urge the Commission to recognize the importance of what the
industry has done and approve the TV Parental Guidelines.

Sincerely,

Michael A.Fisher,
President /General Manager

KTXL Channel 40 / 4655 Fruitridge Road / Sacramento, California 95820-5299 / (916)454-442?2
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March 20, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalt of tne National PTA and Caryn Elementary PTA to voice our
opposition to the newly implementea Age-Based TV Rating System. Caryn Elementary PTA
represents a diverse and invoived community tnat works hard to improve all of our children's
lives. We feel that others with the abilities to do so, should also try and improve children's
lives directly and/or indirectly. We feel that the FCC can improve children’s lives indirectly
by providing parents with a more Content-Based TV Rating System.

A Content-Based TV Rating System wouid provide immediate information to the parents
regarding Violence, Sexual Content & Nudity, and inappropriate Aduit Language. This type
of rating system would instantly allow the parent the opportunity to make appropriate
choices of the television programs that our children intend to watch. Tnis system would
be much more beneficial than the Age-Based Rating System which is vague and confusing.

We request that you approve a more descriptive Content-Based TV Rating System that

provides parents with the most information. We aiso request that the rating symbol be shown
more frequently throughout a program.

Thank you for this opportunity to allow comment on an issue that is so important to all
children and their families.

Sincerely, N
- Q0 A "t
Caryn Elementary PTA List Aiﬁc ﬁ:};“s recd
Rancho Cucamonga CA
AL ANAoLiL
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March 20, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and Caryn Elementary PTA to voice our
opposition to the newly implementea Age-Based TV Rating System. Caryn Elementary PTA
represents a diverse and involved community tnhat works hard to improve all of our children's
lives. We feel that others with the abilities to do so, should also try and improve children's
lives directly and/or indirectly. We feel that the FCC can improve children's lives indirectly
by providing parents with a more Content-Based TV Rating System.

A Content-Based TV Rating System would provide immediate information to the parents
regarding Violence, Sexual Content & Nudity, and inappropriate Adult Language. This type
of rating system would instantly ailow the parent the opportunity to make appropriate
choices of the television programs that our children intend to watch. Tnis system would
be much more beneficial than the Age-Based Rating System which is vague and confusing.

We request that you approve a more descriptive Content-Based TV Rating System that

provides parents with the most information. We aiso request that the rating symbol be shown
more frequently throughout a program.

Thank you for this opportunity to allow comment on an issue that is so important to all
children and their familes.

Sincerely,

Caryn Elementary PTA
Rancho Cucamonga CA

iaryn Elementary PTA Presndent
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March 20, 1997 !

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners;

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of tne National PTA and Caryn Elementary PTA to voice our
opposition to the newly implementea Age-Based TV Rating System. Caryn Elementary PTA
represents a diverse and involved community tnat works hard to improve all of our children's
lives. We feel that others with the abilities to do so, should also try and improve chiidren's
lives directly and/or indirectly. We feel that the FCC can improve children's lives indirectly
by providing parents with a more Content—-Based TV Rating System.

A Content-Based TV Rating System would provide immediate information to the parents
regarding Violence, Sexual Content & Nudity, and inappropriate Adult Language. This type
of rating system would instantly allow the parent the opportunity to make appropriate
choices of the television programs that our children intend to watch. Tnis system would
be much more beneficiai than the Age-Based Rating System which is vague and confusing.

We request that you approve a more descriptive Content-Based TV Rating System that

provides parents with the most information. We aiso request that the rating symbol be shown
more frequently throughout a program.

Thank you for this opportunity to allow comment on an issue that is so important to all
children and their families.

Sincerely,

Caryn Elementary PTA
Rancho Cucamonga CA

Borllso B




March 20, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of tne National PTA and Caryn Elementary PTA to voice our
opposition to the newly implementea Age-Based TV Rating System. Caryn Elementary PTA
represents a diverse and invoived community tnat works hard to improve all of our children's
lives. We feel that others with the abilities to do so, should also try and improve children's
lives directly and/or indirectly. We feel that the FCC can improve children's lives indirectly
by providing parents with a more Content-Based TV Rating System,

A Content-Based TV Rating System would provide immediate information to the parents
regarding Violence, Sexual Content & Nudity, and inappropriate Adult Language. This type
of rating system would instantly allow the parent the opportunity to make appropriate

choices of the television programs that our children intend to watch. Tnis system would
be much more beneficial than the Age-Based Rating System which is vague and confusing.

We request that you approve a more descriptive Content-Based TV Rating System that

provides parents with the most information. We aiso request that the rating symbol be shown
more frequently throughout a program.

Thank you for this opportunity to allow comment on an issue that is so important to all
children and their families.

Sincerely,

Caryn Elementary PTA
Rancho Cucamonga CA

iaryn Elementary PTA Presudent
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March 20, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of tne National PTA and Caryn Elementary PTA to voice our
opposition to the newly implementea Age-Based TV Rating System. Caryn Elementary PTA
represents a diverse and involved community tnat works hard to improve all of our children's
lives. We feel that others with the abilities to do so, should also try and improve children's
lives directly and/or indirectly. We feel that the FCC can improve .children's lives indirectly
by providing parents with a more Content-Based TV Rating System.

A Content-Based TV Rating System would provide immediate information to the parents
regarding Violence, Sexual Content & Nudity, and inappropriate Aduit Language. This type
of rating system would instantly allow the parent the opportunity to make appropriate
choices of the television programs that our children intend to watch. Tnis system would
be much more beneficial than the Age-Based Rating System which is vague and confusing.

We request that you approve a more descriptive Content-Based TV Rating System that

provides parents with the most information. We aiso request that the rating symbol be shown
more frequently throughout a program.

Thank you for this opportunity to allow comment on an issue that is so important to all
children and their families.
Sincerely,

Caryn Elementary PTA
Rancho Cucamonga CA

iaryn Elementary PTA President
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FREE SPEECH TV--DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
PosT OFFICE BOX 6060; BOULDER, COLORADO 80306
PHONE: 303.442.5693; Fax; 303.442.6472; e-malL: development@fstv.org

Date: April 1, 1997
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Organization: FCC
\\\Q’ Phone:
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&
< ‘3%' ,\\Gﬁ’@\é From: Carolyn Berthelette
fﬁ& Organization:  FREE SPEECH TV
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© 303:442:8445

® PROGRAMMING & OPERATIQNS

WEY rioveciSep 303:442:8660
DCVELOPMENTE 303:442:5693

[ Facsin o 303:442:6472

ENATL Fs.tV@f.stv.org

BOX 6060, BOULDER CO 80306 | urLwp http://www.freespeech.org

CORRESPONDENCE
FREE SPEECH TV

S|ATTENTION

April 1, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1819 M Street, NW

Room 814

Washington, DC 20554-0001

transmitted via facsimile 202-418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of FREE SPEECH TV, formerly The 90's Channel, | respectfully request that
you establish an independent commission to hold public hearings and to conduct
research on various ways to construct a viable digital TV system.

The airwaves are a public resource and, rather than giving away airwaves to corporate
media giants, [ urge you to consider possibilities for leasing the spectrum for five or ten
year terms (and using the projected $2-5 billion annual revenue to support nonprofit
and noncommercial radio and television stations across the nation).

| am opposed to the notion that enormous media corporations are entitled to expand
channel capacity in every market where they already have a channel. | strongly
support diversifying control over the new frequencies.

Yol

Carolyn Berthelette
Development Manager

Sincerely,
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March 21, 1997

Ty ;‘_, N pran ¢
Commissioners R&btinD
c/o Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman APR~ m
Federal Communications Commission 8
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222 FCC Man PN

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Dear Sirs:

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Valentine, Nebraska District #1
PTA to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti,
Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol
which currently appears on the television screen does not provide sufficient content

information for parents to make knowledgeable decisions about what is appropriate
programming for their children.

Major surveys released in the Fall of 1996, which were conducted by the National
PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper, demonstrate
overwhelming preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the
content of programs. Parents do not want the television industry to interpret what is
best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based upon
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions

displayed on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless.

Your Commission is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has
met the statutory reqmrements of the TeIecommumcatuons Act of 1996. w_q_dg_ngj_

mg_m_du_g;ﬂ_mﬂm_sxggm Instead we request the followmg

- That the FCC not approve/accept any rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

- That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

- That the rating icon on the television screen be made larger, be more

prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the
course of a program,;

- That the rating board be independent of the television industry and that the

Board include parents; and No. of Copies recd o
List ABCDE

SIS




HECZivieD
- That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by inmndm
research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.
F ee MA Qﬁnl‘

Your attention to these concerns in developing an appropriate rating system for
television programming is very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kars Kuder

Lana Huber, President
Valentine Parent-Teachers Assn.
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