NaNcy Lee BEATY
PRESIDENTIAL APTS., NO. 28
AMHERST, MASSACHUSETTS (01002

F;QH’*“ '
April 4, 199/

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 APR 8 1997

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Having taught English Lit. and Comp /Exposf? d”' a5
Writing at the prep school and college 1evels for for%j-
plus years, and then retired with "fading vision" to
limited reading and LOTS of TV-watching / I blush_/,

I beg you to take seriously this contribution to the
debate over TV ratings--even though it comes from a
"layman" with no technical status commanding respect.

In my judgment, any age-based system(-and perhaps
any other??—gﬁs so0 unhelpful, so maningless, so absurd
as to be totdlly cost- 1neffect1ve-—and indeed, counter-

productive. (hnd ‘+“fﬂ)
1) As you well know, the regional differences in
our nation as to what is "(a) "dirty Ianguaﬁ b) "dls-

ﬁustlng express1ons of sexuality, and (c) degradlng,
dehumanizing" violence are absolutely amazing in their
(divisive) extremism. The (so-called)Rev, Wildmon and
his American Family Association (mostly "Blble Belt"?)
are "SHOCKED" by a "Damn!" or "You S.0.B."; by Our Hero's
baring his posterior on the way to taking a shower; and
by fairy takes! (They teach children withcraft, I've
been told, by these serious, earnest "Christians" with
NO 1maglnatlon much less sense of humor about cartoons.
As a committed, devoted mainstream Christian, I weep.)
At the other end of the spectrum, the kids in our area
use at least two of the verboten "four-letter words"--
one the dreaded "F WOTd,, "_just to comment on the weather!
Having grown up in an upper -middle~brow# family that
did mot swear, much less blaspheme, I don't like these
pathetic efforts to win approval by suppressing every bit
of expressive vocabulary one may have learned; but the
notion that parents can "PROTECT" their offsprlng from
valgarity via some age cut-off is simply ludicrous.

2) The same radical division applies to (b) and (c).
MY students do not want "hard-core" pornography on IV--
nor "gratuitous" violence; but where to draw the line be-
tween Total,Banal Goody- Goddlness for toddlers and Young
turity?? "NOT by agel! (Can't YOU remember trying to
read exactly what someone said was "too old for you yet,
Reed"?%%)

Final thought: Why not follow (if you must "Do SOME-
thing") the easier and more useful method of sim simply putting
L, S, ¥ and/or V after the listed item? This really does
cater to our very different priorities for punching in a
V-chip; and the kids will manage to get around it anyhowl!

Respectfully yours,

lndncg B&z‘%

(Erveshes Tref., UMass)
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communication Commission

1919 M Street NW., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55 FCC 97-34

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

The parents of the students at Bent Tree Elementary School in
Miami, Florida, totally oppose the v-chip rating system. We support a
rating system with content description on the screen and in the
periodicals that carry T.V. schedules.

We, the PTA, have collected all these letters, signed by our
parents, supporting the National PTA in their opposition to the v-chip
rating system. We, as parents, want to make the decision as to what
our children should be exposed to on T.V. and elsewhere.

We appreciate your taking our desires into consideration, we
want the best for our children and you have the power to say noto a
system that can hurt them; we thank you again for your attention to this
matter, and remain,

Sincerely,

Aenlgee -

Marina Vazquez
PTA President
Bent Tree Elementary School
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