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PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION OR CLARIFICATION

A. H. Belo Corporation ("Belo"), which through subsidiaries, controls eighteen

television broadcast stations, including KING-TV, Seattle, WA; KMOV, St. Louis, MO;

WWL-TV, New Orleans, LA; KASA-TV, Santa Fe, NM; KOTV, Tulsa, OK; KHBC-TV,

Hilo, HI; and KREM-TV, Spokane, WA, by its attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.429 of the

Commission's Rules, hereby respectfully seeks reconsideration or clarification of the

Commission's Sixth Report and Order ("Sixth R&O"), FCC 97-115, released April 21, 1997,

62 Fed. Reg. 26684 (May 14, 1997).

Specifically, Belo supports the "Petition for Reconsideration of Decision Regarding

Channels 2-6," filed with the Commission May 29, 1997 on behalf of Certain Channel 2-6

Licensees ("Licensees"). Belo has standing to submit this request for reconsideration

inasmuch as the stations identified above operate on NTSC channels in the 2-6, low-band VHF

range.
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In their petition, Licensees requested that the Commission not single out channels 2-6

for "wait and see" status regarding their future use. Belo agrees with Licensees that there is

no field data or other engineering support for such a decision. Indeed, rather than presenting

difficulties for DTV transmission, these channels, if anything, may have potential for extended

coverage in rural areas and over rugged terrain, given their recognized broad-range

propagation characteristics and spectrum efficiency. Final conclusions should not be reached

until further testing is possible.

In the meantime, there is no reason to treat channels 2-6 differently than any other

channels. There is, however, a good reason illlt to stigmatize channels 2-6 by questioning

their viability: the uncertainty created by placing these channels in a twilight zone makes

business planning for the DTV era problematic. If DTV does not proceed on the low-band

channels assigned them, these stations may have to operate on less suitable channels. The

difficult decisions of where and when best to invest the large sums of money involved in

equipping a DTV station thus will be made even more difficult, to the inevitable detriment of

the stations' viewers.



Accordingly, Belo requests that the Commission confirm that channels 2-6 will be

considered for inclusion among the core DTV channels on the same basis as all other

channels.
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